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BeMtifuUy printed on Crown 8yo, Price lOs. 6d« doth boards 

THE CABINET; 

OK 

THE SELECTED BEAUTIES OF LITERATURE. 
EDITED BY JOHN AITKEN. 

THIRD BI&IKS. 

Say, what abridgment have you for this evening 1 
What mask ? what music ? how shall we begaile 
Hie lazy time, if not with some delight 1 

SHAKSSPCABS. 



LONDON : HURSTy CHANCE^ & CO. ; AND 
CONSTABLE & CO^ EDINBURGH. 

f Opinions of the Periodical Press, J 

Scots Tiiiss. — A «deetion by the Editor of Constable*s MtseeiU 
kmy ought to be a good ooe, fat his opportnnitaes have unquestion- 
ably beat great, and his taste has, by &e production of many excel- 
lent volumes, become well established. No selector is better ac- 
quainted with modem English literature, or possessed of a more ac- 
curate taste, and therefore so well qualified to discover and display 
the characteristics and the beauties of living literary talent, as the 
oomj^ler of the volume before us. 

iMvxBifiss CoaaiCB.— -We have here the gold without the al- 
loy — the kernel without the shells— the fiiirest flowers of the garden 
odled and garlanded, and made, like the " rosemary and rue ** of 
ihe poet, to keep 

** Seemfaif and savour all the winter long." 
A finer Christmas, or New Year's Gift — a better intellectual oma- 
smt fiir the parlour or drawing-room— cannot well be imagined. 

Edixbuboh Evxviiia Pon.>-The best melange with which we 
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2 The Cabinet— Third Series, 

are iicquaiiited, of the beauties of our cotemporary literature) bo& m 
prose and verse. Nor has the £ditor suBSered the partialities of pri- 
vate friendriiip to lead htm into any admiratioa of the time «r medi* 
ocre. His search has been for gems, and his Cabinet is quite a 
Golconda. It cannot €ul to be extensively popular. 

Edinbueoh Litbeabt JoueHal.*— ^The two former volumes of 
thQ Cabinet are kAown, we doubt not, to most <ff our readets. The 
extensive circulation they have enjoyed, is to be attrlbutted to the 
sound principled of taste, the tact, and good feeling which guided their 
Editor in the selections they contain. The present elegant volume is, 
on the whole, superior to either of its predecessors. We know of no 
selection in which, either through editoriid taste, or typographical 
embellishment, so much justice has been done to th^ beauties of mo- 
dem literature. * • • It may serve to corroborate our opinion, if we 
inform the reader, that so acceptable have the previous volumes prov- 
ed to the public that they are now not to be had for love or money ; 
and that they have been uniformly named for praise, not only here, 
but on the other side of the Atlantic 

Aye Adveetiseb. — Industry, judgement, a cultivated faste, na- 
tive discernment, and acquired biiowledge from an extensive ac- 
quaintance with the best sources, are m^spensaUe to success in the 
work of selection. In the Cabinet, and in the quahfications of 
its accomplished Editor, all these recommendations vnH be found un- 
ited. In this volume, Mr Aitke& has embraced a wide field in both 
departments of prose and poetry. Of the latter alone, more tiian 
two hundred volumes have been perused, and their most precious 
contents transferred to the present compiliMion ; While, in all, we have 
the most admired of 1^ shorter pfodQctians of nearly ninety ^ffeNnt 
audiors, some of 1^ fii«l wame^ and eadi most fiivourably ]piowB«. 
Thus, in the Cabinet, whatever saay be the temporary mood c^ 
mind, the reader possesses wkemrithal to suit &e present rem x 
Gay, serious, or mdancholy, the faoBTt w31 there light upon a tiiemn 
whose sentiment brealjies a strain of congenial fed^. Now, (bia. 
is surely tlie perfection of a vokoiie. It ii tiie brat coUeotioo ^ 
prose and poetry extant. 

DuMi^iEs CouEiEB.— 'Afr Ahken is feelingly afiVe, even to the- 
most retiring beauties of UteiiittBre«*»a perieet assay-master in mtt* 
ttt-s of taste, and strings his pearls admirably after hie has fotind ti^MB* 
But for the agency of critical journals, aiul the discriminating ^yo. 
of such men aedMbrAitlMn, not ime book ma hundred would be heard 
ola montii after it was published* 

Edikbubgh AnvEBTisxB,-^The two vohimtiiof modoii iitgit(T« 
literature^ edited by Mr Ai^s aMoe feftr* agO) wid^ th« tkk of 
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?■« CABiKt*, kav* Igitg eajoyed ^ distmctkni of beiiig ^ ramt 
fvre «iid fMteiM sefectioas Imown to the Britifeh read^. They we 
poeitivety unapproaclwd, and teem to be vnopproachable* A <M)iif 
teries i» just published, and is folly a matoh to its predecessors in 
point of literary purity and attraction. Hie Cabii^et, in all its vo- 
mmesy ia not only meritorious on account of its fieistidioudy delicate 
character, or its exhibiting a varied melange of amusing articles : it 
has also the merit of embodying many admirable things, of a rare 
ind recherchS natore. Recommending it in the warmest terms to 
tiie notice of tmr readers, we present tihem widi the following gem — 
Ibr such it ^^^from the pen of the excellent Editor himself. We 
hftve rarely, in these days, when poetry is apt to be little more than 
a guttering effusion dt the imagmatiota, seen a production more com- 
pletely heart^bom, or which went mot* directly to the heart, than 
nis dedication of the Tolume '< To My Children, " 

EoiMBUBQU 'Weekly Journal. — This is at onoe the cheapest, 
handsomest, and most entertaining work of its class, that has ever 
&llen under our observation. There is scarcely any departmente of 
elegant and amusing literatore, of which it does not present choice 
qpecimens } and, while it includes so much that is excellent, it con- 
tains hardly anything that a reader of taste would desire to see ex- 
ceeded. Nor is it in the least d^ee commonplace. The selections 
910 made with an evident exercise of discriminating taste, employed 
in culling flowers and firuits from an extensive range oi reading. In 
a wofd, widi a view to mere amusement, we do not know any single 
tdume which we sbouM so readfly put into out portmanteau on a 
jovitaey, supposing it coidd contain only dne. 

. Caleim>nU.n Mxbcukt. — ^We have no hesitation in saying, that 
w» consider Mr Aitken*s work the best selection that has yet appear- 
ed. Taste and judgement) as well as varied and extensive reading, 
afe visible in all these volumes ; nor is the ^ird in any way inferior 
to its predecessors, either in the variety or the exeellence of its am- 
tents. We truftt that this volume may not be the last. We can as- 
sore our readers that it is rich in specimens of genuine poetry, many 
of them but litde knmi^, and in talto of advmtute, of pAihm, iM of 
topemstural intetestc 

Athxk.ovm.'— It may seeln ^ eancst ildng in the world to make 
CKtraetB, but the initiated know that few literary tasks require more 
care^ caution, and discretion. The Editor of the Cabiket possesses 
an tbese qoalifieations, and his volome will be no unacceptable boon 
to the nombers whose limited means prevent them from purchasing 
^ nmltxtude of costly works from which hiB seleetidns hftte been 
ttttde* Many of 1^ extractn &te takeki from wtirkft Whdte oircttTa* 
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tion was so limited thst tbey may be said to be wholly unknown ; 
and the ^[lutitude, both of the writers and the public, is due to hi|n 
who has rescued them from unmerited obUvion. 

Glasgow Courier.— Mr Aitken is already fiivourably known by his 
two former volumes, under the same title, published a few years ago. 
In the present he fully maintains his character as a tasteful and judi- 
cious selector. Amidst the multiform compilations of a similar na- 
ture, there are none which we set so much store by as the Cabinet, 

LiTERA&T Guardian. — ^We are happy to find an opportunity 
of noticing this valuable work, because our province is to attend 
chiefly to that large and interesting class of the community to whcun 
selections are most accessible, and who are enamoured of brief varie- 
ty in their circumscribed readings. We also like the present work 
for its high tone of moral purity. Here we have a Cabinet 
from which we can bring many literary gems of amusement and in- 
struction. Independent of the character of its talented editor, the 
names of those writers whose works have furnished quotations 
for it, are the surest guarantee of the safety with which the most 
frstidious moralist may place it on his shelf. Many of them are in- 
deed great names— names immortal in our literary records, but still 
we are happy that Mr Aitken has had the somewhat uncommon in^ 
dependence of providing his selection with excellent pieces, irrespec- 
tive of their authors* mere popularity. 

Ebinbrugh Observer.— The former volumes of the Cabixici 
have been long known to the public, and highly appreciated. In- 
deed, they have been universally acknowleged to be the best selections 
of the beauties of modem literature which have yet appeared. Al- 
most all the other works of a similar description with which we are 
acquainted, have been marred by the occasional admission of medio- 
crity—whereas in the Cabinet, nothing but the pure gold of poetry, 
and of prose, has ever found a place ; for Mr Aitken*s refined—- -we 
might almost say fiistidious— taste, has rejected every thing short of 
first-rate excelWce. 

GiJLSGow Free Press. — ^Mr Aitken too seklom appears before 
us in his own proper person. As the presiding spirit and Editor of 
CkjmtahU^s MisceUany, we benefit by his taste and tact once a 
month ; but it is years since the second volume of the Cabinet ap - 
peared. True, a selection so tasteful — almost fiustidious, but hence 
so perfect— is not the work of an every-day compiler. It is a thing 
of elaboration and severe criticism : the result is a fiiuldess whole. 

Paisley Advertiser. — ^Extracts are out of the question where 
every piece is a gem^ and the volume quite worthy of its : 
Cabinet of thrai. We know of no more fitting present. 
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CHAPTER h 
The Cromwdlian InoatioH, 1649. 

The presence of the Marquis of Ormond, and the 
departure of Rinunccini, seemcfd to promise union to 
the distracted councils of the confederate Catholics. 
They had now a leader to whom idle several fi^^ions 
haA at difierent times tendered submission, and whom 
they had previously solicited to place himself at their 
head with almost absolute authority ; and they were 
fieed from the intrigues of the prelate, who had at 
length, by his excessive arrogance, disgusted all his 
supporters. But the curse of divided councils still 
continued, or rather the evil became aggravated. 
The confederates hated and feared O'Neill, the per- 
son vi^o alone could have met the able generals of 
the parliament, and opposed all the efforts of Or- 
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8 HISTORY OV THE 

mond to effect a recondliatioik With much better^ 
reason, they viewed with suspicioD that Royalist party, 
of which Inchiquin was the head, knowing that its 
members were fidly as averse to Popery as the Puri- 
tans, and were driven into their ranks merely by their 
indignation it the. judicial murder of the King. That 
Ormond was at this time disposed to act an honest 
part, is undeniable ; but his previous conduct fur- 
nished but too good an excuse for the jealous watch- 
fulness of the Commissioners of Trust, thoi;^h not 
for their perverse folly in opposing plans whose wis- 
dom they could not controvert, admost hr the sake 
of showii^ the Lord Lieutenant that they possessed 
the power of opposition. 

The principal cause of this ruinous jealousy was 
the scandalous duplicity of the late King, and the 
reckless profligacy of his heir. The Irish had been 
taught, by the mission of Glsmorgan, that Charles 
was willing to grant them terms far more fiivourable 
than those offered by Ormond ; they consequently 
viewed the Marquis as the secret enemy of their 
cause, and Bva^^eeteA thst he would >laba!iir to fte^ 
vrat them from enjoying the royvil graceft. Pmee> 
Rupert, who eommaiido^ the ro5nil ^aet on the tomt^^ 
encoumged these opinions; md from jeahNimE, or 
some worse motive, exerted hinn^ strcniioady 4o 
thwart the Mavquis of OtmanL Had the King, ar 
had been ofren prc^ostd, pr o ceeded to Irelaadi atul- 
placed himiBelf at the head of ^ confederates, tht«e» 
evils wofdd have been aUendated, pefhapa ivmoved-^ 
but Charles XL possessed .not the. spidt for snob Wftt 
enterprise. He prefened the- safer mode o£ pevpurj^ 
and insincerity ; and ihemfote^ baring nentod iii« 
time unt^ IreUmd waa lost iireooveoab^^ pnootedMl 
to Scotland^ wfaevt be took^ oovcnaat. 
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Tke fxoaj^eG^ of the Eoyaliito at this time were 
veiy itnecwatffiag. Hm Porliementarians retained 
possession only of Denry and Dublin, with some ad* 
jaeent posts. Sir Charles Coote> the governor dl 
Deny, was ready to engage with that fwrty which 
had the fiiirest propect of success; and a great num- 
ber ^ the officers and soldiers in Dublin were well 
disposed to join Ormond, their ancient leader. One 
biief but porous effort wo^d have saved Jreknd ; 
but tlkose who wielded the destinies of the country 
were destitu^ of v^ow or exertion. 

The capture of Dublin wo«dd have ensured the 
Royalists the quiet possessioa of the kingdom ; and 
this was accordingly the first entearprise they resolved 
to undestake* But such was the n^lect and insinn 
cerity of aU. parties, that May had arrived he£xe any 
aotii^e posparations wei^ made to take the field. Tho 
subridies fis&mmi by the counciLof the confedemtea 
at Kilkenny were not raised ; and the Commissicmeift 
(d Trust showed no anxiety to provide^ hi the wants 
of the army. QnnG»d remonstrated in vain against 
this neglect ; and it wsis late m June be&re that» 
having bcncrowed some small sums on his p^rsoaoal 
Gcedity he could muster a respectable body, of troopa. 
Fresh mortifications S9£t lum firom another quarter.; 
Prinoe Rupert^ whom he had requested to Uockado 
the b^ oS Di^lin, while he pushed the siege by 
body positively rdE^sed obedience* and r699uu»ed with 
his fleet in. OBO of the soudieru harboucsk After a 
vaia display of thoir troops be&re Dul^iiny which. 
Orsicnd seems to. have» expected vodid hvm pro- 
duoed an insuoectiop of the Royalists in the city, it 
was determined iQ reduce the garrisons of Drogheda 
and IHu»dalk« b^pie besieging the eapital ; imd the 
conduct of this ontei^prise was intrusted to Lord 
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Inchiqtiin. Drogheda, after a brief siege, wad ukea 
by assault. Dundalk, though commanded by Monk^ 
surrendered ; and several castles, which had been 
seized by O'Neill, were reduced by a body of the 
confederates under Lord Castlehaven. 

Before Ormond's army could be reassembled, the 
garrison of Dublin was reinforced by the parliament- 
ary Colonels Coote and Venables, with two thousand 
six hundred soldiers, and a large supply of provisions 
and ammunition. At the same tune, news arrived 
that Cromwell, having assembled a powerful army, 
was preparing to saS over to Munster, where he 
hoped to be joined by several of the Puritans. It 
was indeed well known to all the leaders, that the 
Ultra-Protestants in Youghal, Elinsale, and Cork, 
were secretly inclined to &vour the cause of the 
parliament ; for, with them, hatred of Popery was 
a much more powerfiil feeling than love of their 
sovereign. 

A council of war was held on the receipt of this 
alarming intelligence ; and, after long deliberation, 
it was resolved to send Lord Indiiquin, with eleven 
hundred horse, to secure the province of Munster I 
The impolicy of weakening an army already inade* 
quate to the operations that had been undertaken, 
and the utter absurdity of sending such a' trying 
force to secure an enture province, are suffidenfly 
obvious ; yet were the resolutions of the council not 
wholly indefensible. Inchiquin was regarded by the 
confederates with equal fear and hatred. His hands 
were red with the blood of their murdered brethren. 
His unrelenting enmity to their religion was not dis- 
guised, even while he fought in their ranks. To 
remove him, therefore, to a different sphere of «e- 
tion, was the only means by which the confederates 
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believed that peace could be preserved in their camp. 
Ormond consented to the arrangement from a dif- 
ferent motive. He thought that the fanatics of 
Youghal might be kept in their loyalty, by being 
placed under a commander as bigoted as themselves ; 
and if Cromwell was excluded jBrom the garrisoned 
towns, he trusted that the difficulties of the country, 
and an active guerilla warfare, would force him to 
return home. 

The army of the confederates still seemed suffi* 
cient for the capture of Dublin, and was successful 
in reducing several important posts in the neigh* 
bourhood. The enemy, thus considerably straiten- 
ed, had great difficulty in procuring forage for their 
horses, and could only use a meadow close to the 
town, which was commanded by a little village called 
Baggatrath. To secure and fortify this village, ap- 
peared to the besiegers the best means of distressing 
the garrison ; and a strong detachment under general 
Purcell received orders to intrench themselves there 
during the ni^t. Though the detachment had not 
to advance more than a mile, yet, by some unac- 
countable mismanagement, * the guides lost their 

* There is some reason to belieye that this calamity was 
eaoaed by treachery. The native Irish and the priesthood, 
with some appearance of justice, dreaded Ormond as much as 
Cromwell, and feared, that if he became master of Dablin, he 
would treat them with the same injustice that the Irish had 
Iwfore reoeivttd from the Royalists, and were consequently un- 
willing to see him in a positioa where he would be indepen- 
dent of their assistance. When Riely, the titular primate, was 
tried four years after this by the Republicans, for burning the 
Cfstle of WKkUjiWf and murdering the garrison during a ces- 
«Ation of arms, he had the impudence and profligacy to plead, 
that the guides led the detachment astray by lus directions ; 
aod for tlus piece of treachery his life was actually spared, n^ 
^itbsta&dioJg tihe atrocity of his crimes. >* 
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waj, and Puroell ^td not rekek ik» growkd' tnnil ft 
was almost ^jAnretk. Whra Onoond oaaae to 
view <3» works, he found thai they had been 6cai«el]r 
begun, and that the garrison, aware of the iihpert- 
anee of ttw pkoe, was i^}o«t to make a ngorovm afr* 
tack on his detachment. Under these ciremnstanees^ 
the Lord lientenant shoiM either have withdrawn 
the troops, or broi]^ht up his whole army to cover 
his works. He did neither, but returned to his 
camp at Ra^nnnes, and ky down to sleep ! The 
Marquis had not been in bed above an hour, 
when he was awakened by volleys of «hot; luid, 
before he could get an hundred yards from his 
tent, the remains of the detachmrat at Baggatrayi 
were driven into his Hnes. A scene of indeseiib* 
able confosion followed ^ Indiiquin's old soldteis 
threw down their arms, refosing io fight against 
their puritanicid brethren; the greater part of 
&e Irish cavalry galloped firom the fidd, without 
striking a Uow ; two regiments alone cotdd be form- 
ed, and they, after an inefficient chaige, were brc^en. 
The in&ntry, surprised and badly officered, made no 
attempt to resist ; and die PM&mentarians, to their 
own great astonishment, obtained a complete victory. 
All the artillery, tents, baggage-carriages, together 
with the military chest, fell into the hands of the ene- 
my. About three thousand prisoners were ti^en, 
several of whom were murdered in cold blood, after 
laying down their arms. The greater part of those 
who had belonged to Inchiquin's army entered into 
the service of the pwliament. 

The blame of this calamity was thrown on the 
Marquis by the confederates, and by him again on 
the Irish. It is obvious, that both were guifty of 
what must at least be called great errors. The deli^ 
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i» '&i^%iiig< Baggatriilh mm tfa« fiEst«au«e of ibe 
«fii ; and idbat.eeftawly ivusl; be attribiitecl to tbe ne* 
gjigcwtfe or tnaehexj of iome Iiath leaders. But 
whfil are we fta aay of «he faaevaV whc^ wetit to sleep 
«tr^ vefy KkOBMiit dMit be eaw ibe #peiiiy,pref>anBg 
Id. attack bis lines ? 

Tbe Marquis, wearied out by the delays and sub- 
larfages of ibe coiAdaoateSi ampited again to O'Neill, 
wbo was as aaauousae binwdf to put an end to tbe 
daifructive d iaa cn sions between ibe Iridi and the 
JLaads of tbe Pale. But while tbe negotiations y^ 
Jingesed, news arrived tbat CromweU had landed in 
D^lin» with eight tbonswid foot, four ^ousand 
becMi, two bundced thousand pounds in money, and 
a vast supply of all the munitions of war« It was 
at first intended, tbat Imton should have proceeded 
watb a part of ^lis force to Munster ; but the wind 
hemg unfimouraUe, die wbok fleet was Agreed to 
tmoe into Dublin ; and Cromwell soon saw that it 
mauld be ittexpedient to diyide his army. 

1^ histonaas of Irebmd, both Protestant and 
Catbobc, hafve sbown a wondrous uaanimity in vi- 
tuperstiog tbe obaeaetcr of Cromwett and nis fol- 
lowers. At ^is very hour, tbe heaviest execration 
fvbach an Irish peasant can pronounce is, '' The 
curse of Croaawell be upon you I '' Every moulder- 
ing castle, every prostrate altar, and every desolate 
l^ace of wordup, is supposed to have been ruined 
by the Protector, even in places wbidh he never vi- 
flked ; and on bis memory is thrown Uie infamy of 
all tbe crimes which the Royabsts and Puritans had 
eoomiitted, before he bad even dreamed of coming 
to the eountry. This is pardy owing to the artifices 
of tbbse who wished to persuade the Insh, in a sub- 
lefupnt generation, to take \jp arms in de&nce of 
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the House of Stuart ; and still more to the conduct 
of his sol(Hers and their descendants, who so long 
swayed the destinies of Ireland. Some account oi 
the materials which composed the invading army is 
necessary, for understandii^ the subsequent histoiy 
of the iedand, and even its present political condih- 
tion. 

Cromwell, some time before his departure for Ire- 
land, had begun to form those ambitious projects 
wtdcli he afterwards carried into execution. It was 
easy to discover, that the wild and visionary £uiatac8^ 
who had been hitherto his most strenuous supporters^ 
would be found his fiercest antagonists, when they 
discovered that their &vourite sdiemes of govermnoit 
would not be realized. The Levellers, as these &• 
natics were called, from their opposition to every r»» 
tional form of government, were intent on establish* 
ing a species of theocracy, which they denominated. 
*^ the dominion of the Lord and his saints." They 
beHeved themselves the chosen of heaven ; and not 
a few laid claim to supernatural powers. In some 
of the pamphlets and sennons publi^ied at the pe- 
riod of their highest excitement, we find them seri- 
ously proposing to make the constitution c^ the Jews, 
previous to the election of Saul, the model after 
which the new government of England should be 
formed. Such schemes would now be received with 
laughter, as general, and as unextinguishable, as 
that of Homers gods ; but at the time of which we 
write, they were seriously adopted by men, who, in 
every other respect, displayed consummate wisdcnn 
and ability. The expedition to Ireland afforded 
Cromwell an opportunity of removing these bands 
of gloomy enthusiasts ; and the troops destined for 
the invasion consisted of the most violent and fiuui-^ 
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^cad part of the English anny. When the batta- 
iio&s were assemUed at Bristol the object of the se- 
lection thi^ Ittd been made could no longer be con- 
ee^ded ; just indignation filled the breasts of the toil- 
mxm soldiersy^ fuid they unanimously refused to em- 
bade The influence of Cromwell was necessary to 
quell this dangerous mutiny ; — ^he came suddenly a- 
mongst them, and- all their complaints were hui^ed 
to silence. At the same time, their preachers la^ 
boured strenuously to work upon their spiritud 
pride. They were compared to the Israelites pro- 
ceeding to extirpate the idolatrous inhabitants of Ca- 
naan ; and described as the chosen instruments by 
m^ch Heaven was to overthrow the empire of Ba- 
bylon, and establish in its stead the kingdom of the 
New Jerusalem. Arguments addressed to supersti- 
tion or enthusiasm have rarely failed. The levellers 
embarked with an ardent zeal, that contrasted strange- 
*- ty with their former reluctance ; though there were, at 
times, some misgivings, that they were to be offered 
up as a holocaust, before the purification of Ireland 
from the abominations of Popery could be complete- 
If effected. 

The puritanical garrison of Dublin received with 
joy men whose pious zeal far exceeded their own ; 
and, as enthusiasm is infectious, soon learned to 
imitate their extravagances. The most remarkable 
feature in the characters of these fanatics was a furi- 
ous hatred of Popery — a religion which they only 
knew by name, but which they firmly believed to 
be an abomination in the sight of heaven, which, li 
permitted to exist, would bring down vengeance on 
^ land. Their pious rage was principally directed 
against the cross, which they unhesitatingly stigma- 
1 as- the ^' mark of the beast ;* and, with strange 
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ioeonsiilaiioy, kbouiad to dtslroy every i^nnbol of 
that from i^d» akme tbef pK^Mod to oqwct aal- 
vBtioii. * Menonalfi of this esteaoidliD«ry state of 
thingft nay Mi^ fae ^svnd in the desosiidapts of these 
ailientiiBen. The mtsapftication of Jewish hietosy 
to ike Gircmnstaneeft of Christiaii eoammnities^ aoi 
a penrertad ingeiMiity ia iBterpretiog the Apocalijrpsey 
BtiJl chfuaetcnge the sttcceeaors of CroMwell's Feud- 
tans, f 

* A whuMieal iattaaee <^ aioilar fiadings in ^ desoend^ 
ants of the Gromwellians was exhibited some few years ago in 
the south of Ireland. The communion-table, in the church of 
Yoi^hai, stands in a recess projecting beyond the walls of the 
cburch. U wm resolvsd to •Taamfint ^ sides of ths nocn 
wttii stueee, aad -wiA. «ri»lets eMitaioiag tiie creed, the com- 
mandments, &e. Unfortunately, the artist employed to execute 
the work introduced two crosses, as appropriate ornaments in 
the bcnsi rdieti arches. Had the Pope come in person to co- 
kbrste Ugh mass m. tlm dkundv gnater indignaliaa codd not 
kave bevidiiplayed by ihe pious Ppotestaate of YougfaaL They 
aTecred, that tli^ image of Baal had been erected in the sanc- 
tuary, and threatened a thousand nameless desecrations, unless 
^ir obnoxious embiem was removed. After a brief struggle be» 
twam oonynioii snMindbigatry, the onases, which reilfy look- 
ed very pretty, were eSbuxd, and, in their j^oe, two unmeaoiog 
Uunps of plaster erected, with the words ^ Holy Bible *' be- 
neath — an announcement as necessary, as *' This is a horse, ** 
and « This is a tree, " in the infimcy of painting. 

There were a few who dftfeaded the crosne, asd they were 
at enoe set down as Pi^pists. Seme others laughed at the en^P 
tire proceeding, and were of course stigmatized as infidels. 

f The following hymn, in which Babylon typifies the church 
of Rome, is frequently sung in the public worship of some 
sectarians. I have been unable to discover the date, or ^ 
author of the suhliiiii production. 

" In Gabriers hand a mighty stone, 

Stands a fur type of Babylon ;. •' 

* PMphe^ rejoice, and all ye saints, 
God shall avenge your long complaints. ' 
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It is ft^traage instenee of the viciantiides of IIdi> 
Mmey that the aoldien sent into InelaBd as yiOtaaSf 
eireBteaBy obtained wealth and aataitea, vhile their 
fanitfiren, retained in England by special ^vomy sonky 
after ihe Reat^atkm, into poTeitf and contempt. Hie 
Levettars estidilished their donmion over the Purest 
ptfta of Iieland, and wrested irom the desoendasts 
of "^ Anglo-NorroaiM^ the beoad kads ndnch their 
ancestors had acquired mider the Plantmnets. Few 
of the estates acquired by the fellowers of StoHigbow 
and Henry II. were presenred to dieir posterity; 
but the great majority of ike wealthy and ndble &• 
pilies now in Ireland were fimnded by those vete- 
rans whom Cromwell led into the comrtry. 

The chaige of sanguinary cruelty broti^gb; against 
the Cromwellian army, is not true to the great ex- 
tent which has been charged. Hiou^ there wiere 
in ^ army several officers as cruel as the blood- 
thirsty Sankey, who seemed to revel in slaughter, 
there were others who possessed more hunume feel- 
ings, and laboured to restrain such barbarous ex- 
cesses, as breaches of quarter and murders in cold 
blood. It may also serve, in some measure, to ex- 
cuse the Cromwellians, that they fimdy believed that 
the civil war was actually a contest for establishing 
Popery in Ireland, and massacring all the Protes- 
tants and ail the Ef^lish. They consequently look- 
ed upon all Papists as men beyond the pale of the 

- " He said, and dreadfid as he stood, 
He plonged the mUktone in the flood ; 
< Thus terribly shall Babd Mi, 
And never more be found at all ! ' 

\he author assures his readers, that he has very finequentljr 
beard this precious piece of nooaense sutig as a hymn in several 
I>ia>enting chapels in Ireland. 
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law of nations, and not entitled to the protection 
afforded by die usages of civilized war&re. Sankey 
indeed openly avowed, that *^ no ^th ought to be 
kept with Papists;'' and was with difficulty pre- 
vented by Ireton from acting on this detestaUa 
maxim. These feelings were kept alive in succeed- 
ing years by traditionary songs, in which the history 
of the crimes committed by the Papists were detailed 
with as little regard to truth as poetry, but which, 
in an age not yet quite gone by, were honoured with 
more reverence than could be afforded to the strains 
of Milton and Shakespeare. * 

The opinions of the Cromwellians respecting the 
connection between Ireland and England, though 
sufficiently strange and absurd, were such as were 

* Two brief specimens of these will be sufficient, as a col- 
lection of the Irish Jacobite Relics is about to be published by 
a gentleman who has already done much to preserve the tra- 
ditionary literature of his country. One commences with the 
Allowing delectable stanza. 

" A curse upon the papishes ! 
Because they did conspire, 
To blow up kmg and parliament 
With gun and gunpowdtre. '* 

The rhymes of another are scarcely less whimsicaL 

<< In the reign of King Charles the First, 

Look back to the year forty-one, 

When thousands that lie in the dust. 

Were murdered by the dan. ** 

The seventeenth century produced one loyal stave which 
may match with the preceding. 

" Row de dow dow, 

The French are a coming ; 
Lock up your doors, 
And bury your money. " 
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acted upon by die most enlightened statesmen during 
the early part of the last century. They believed 
that the people of England had absolute ri^ht and 
authority over Ireland ; and consequently, that any 
resistance to whatever government had been esta- 
blished in Britain, was an act of rebellion. The 
Irish were now in arms for their King against the 
Parliament; but by this curious argument it was 
estdilished, that loyalty to the sovereign was iden- 
tical with treason. By a similar process of reason- 
ing, the forfeiture of the estates of those who sup- 
ported their rightful monarch, James II., against 
^ Prince of Orange, was justified. But the Irish 
F^ufliament of that day improved on the principle, 
and decreed several confiscations for acts of what 
they called treason, committed on the very day that 
William landed in Torbay. 
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CHAPTER H. 
Tht Crom»eUia» War, 

Cromwell having wasbed some time in Dublin, to 
refresh his army, and to settle the civil and nulatar]^ 
government, he then det^mined to besiege D»)ghe<> 
da, then called Tredagh, 9nd advanced agauMt the 
place at the head of ten thousaoid men. The tovm 
was garrisoned by Sir A. Aston, with two thousand 
picked soldiers and a regiment of horse, besides 
several volunteers. On coming before the town^ 
Cromwell sent a formal summons to the governor, 
which was peren]|)torily rejected, and a blockade ac- 
cordingly commenced. The besiegers were delayed 
some time by the want of artillery ; but when the 
cannon arrived from Dublin, they opened a tremen- 
dous fire from their batteries, which the walls of 
Drogheda were unable to resist. A practicable 
breach was soon effected, but the attempt at storm- 
ing was twice repulsed with great slaughter. Crom- 
well rallied his men to a third effort, and placed 
himself at their head. The resistance was vigorous ; 
but the Irish Colonel Wall, being killed at the head 
of his regiment, his soldiers were so dismayed that 
they threw down their arms on the promise of quar- 
ter^ and the Parliamentarians forced their way into 
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the lowD. Tboi^ quaiiler h^d. been promised hj 
his oBe&nii CromweU refiised to ratify the agree- 
ment* and ordered the garrison to be pot to the 
sword«. The inhuman massacre was continued dur- 
ing the two following days. Thirty of the brave 
ddfencbrs -of I^ogheda alone sur\'ived; and these, 
by a dulnoas iaercy, weze sold as skyes to the 
l^antations* 

The eKeuae fi)r this atrocious barl>anty, was the 
neeMsity of itfriking immediate t^ror into the Irish, 
in fivdec to prev^t them from future opposition. 
It iiiied, as suc^ detestable policy always must ; and» 
had OwMi O'NmU livedy the effeefc wcrold have been 
ike duect contrary. 

Wearied out by the ^olUea and jealousies of the 
confederates, who seemed detesmined to do nodbing 
iot their own ipreeervation, and to prevent all others 
iroBi effe<^ing it as £ir as they could, Ormond hast- 
teoed to eoi^ude his treaty with O'Neill ; and that 
leaofec pnt his army in motion to join the Royalists^ 
He osderedthe general who commanded his advan- 
ced guard to avoid an engagement when there was 
not an ahaolute certainty of success, and to trust 
to .the paaaes and the season, which would defeat 
Cisnwcll without trouble or risk. But, while the 
Ulster general was advancing with his mi^ body to 
the 001^ he was sacked by a defiuxion of the 
knoes, a disease sMd to have been occasioned by a 
pair of podsosed boots, prepared for him by one 
Pfanfaet, an agent of the confederates. Notwith- 
steMting Us mSmtMy O'Neitt wodd not allow the 
iniiili of ^ army to be retarded, and was conveyed 
in a htib&[ at the lisad of his men. The motion, 
honKmvtXy aggravated the disease^ and he died at 
CloHgk Outer Castle* With O'Neill perished the 
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last hope of the Irish cause, for he alone wdtd4 
have been a fit match for Cromwell. His death, at 
such a crisis, is probably the principal ground for 
the suspicion of poison. It was an event decisive 
of the fisite of the kingdom. Few leaders, in an- 
cient or modem times, merit the epithet of hero 
better than Owen O'Neill. He left rank, station, 
loid command abroad, to assist his countrymen in 
their struggle for their rights and properties. He 
was succes^ in all his enterprises ; and he never 
suUied his laurels by treachery, cruelty, or inhuman 
nity. His only error was, that he did not treat the 
council of Kilkenny as Cromwell afterwards did the 
British Parliament, by dispersing, at the point of 
the bayonet, an imbecile assembly, whose folly and 
stubbornness was manifestly accelerating the ruin of 
the country. But O'Neill was too nobly minded 
to effect even a good purpose by criminal means ; 
and his virtues served to injure the cause, which he 
supported, since a reverence for good &ith kept him 
from taking the only measures which would ensure 
its success. 

Cromwell had in the meantime received accurate 
information of the dissensions which distracted the 
counsels of the confederates, and hastened to reap 
the advantages of their folly. He sent Venables in- 
to the north to reduce the Ulster Scots, or rather, 
to support that portion of them which was inclined 
to favour his designs. He himself, with the main 
body of the army, advanced along the sea-coadt, 
through the county of Wicklow, attended by the fleet 
to supply his men with provisions. Before leaving 
Dublin, he issued two proclamations, which were of 
greater value than double the number of victories* 
One forbade his soldiers, under pain of death, to 
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effier any injury to the peaceable inhabitants ; the o- 
tker strictly enjoined t^t pa3mient should be made 
(or all provisi(Mis supplied by the peasants. No 
previous invader had thought fit to conciliate the 
peasantry by promising justice and protection. The 
Royalist army, especially that portion commanded by 
Inchiquin, had treated the country people with studi- 
ed injury and insult. Even the confederates, proud 
of their Norman descent, seized the property of the 
tillers of the soil without scruple. From this time 
forward, the opinion began to gain ground diat 
Cromwell was more favourably disposed towards the 
native Irish, than the Royalists under Ormond and 
Inchiquin, or the descendants of the original invaders 
who sat in the council of Kilkenny. As far as 
Cromwell was personally concerned, this belief seems 
not to have been groundless ; but even he was not 
sufficiently powerful to check the intolerent hatred of 
Popery, which, like a popular frenzy, had seized cwi the 
people of England ; and he continued to act unjust- 
ly, when an attempt to do justice would have accom- 
plished no good purpose, and might probably have 
caused his own destruction. 

Tlie Marquis of Ormond was in the meantime 
ddomed to feel the evil effects of that want of confi-. 
dence which his own insincerity had occasioned. 
The Commissioners of Trust watched his every mo- 
tion with galling jealousy. The cities, suspicious of 
Ills dedgns, denied admittance to his garrisons, 
though die enemy had advanced almost to their 
walls ; and he had not the power of removing from 
ihe most important garrisons those governors, whose 
treachery or incapacity was all but proved. Crom- 
weHy too, like Philip of Macedon, had learned the 
art of *^ fighting witn silver spears, " and found too 

VOL. II. B 

Digitized by Google 



maiiy ready to sacrifice ih&i honoui^ and dieir coun^ 
try for a paltry bribe. But it is ever thus in a na* 
lion divided by parties ; no man feels that universal 
love ior all his countrymen which fonns the very es- 
sence of patriotism ; and many, even without a bribe, 
will be found ready to inflict remediless evils on their 
country and themselves, fen: the mere purpose <^ spit- 
ing their political antagonists. There are few coun* 
tries which cannot furnish ei^amj^ of this criminal 
folly, but none more abimdantly than Ireland. 

In the beginning of October, Cromwell, with nine 
thousand men, sat down before Wexford : he would 
not at such a season have ventured to bea<ege so im* 
portant a place, if he had not had some reason to de- 
pend on those within the town, who were disaffected 
to Ormond and the confederates* In &ct, the par- 
tisans of the nuncio through the kingdom, were so 
£lled with hatred against the council of Kilkentay^ 
that they were determined to make Cromwell the in* 
strument of their revenge, even though such conduct 
necessarily involved their own destruction. The town 
' was invested on both sides before the inhabitants 
could be persuaded to receive a Royalist garrison. 

Ormond succeeded in supplying Wexford with a 
sufficient number of troops for its defence, and in-* 
trusted the command of the town to Sir £. Butler, 
an officer of great merit ; but, unfortimately, he was 
too much under the control of Uie Commissioners of 
Trust, to di^lace Strafford, the governor of the castle, 
though he had strong reason to suspect his fidelity* 
Scarcely had Cromwell opened his batteries, on a re« 
mote quarter of the town, when Strafford betrayed the 
castle to the besiegers ; and as there was no time to 
cut off the communication, the captuie of the town was 
the necessary consequence. The horrors of Droghe«> 
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di #ere reneif«^d at Wexford. Cromwell forbade hii 
soldiers to give qiiartav--an inhumanity the more re* 
raarkal^, bb his own men had suffered but little loss; 
The governor and some others attempited to escape 
fay swimming their horses over the Slaney. A few 
succeeded ; the rest, among whom was Sir £. But- 
let, were drowned. The loss of Wexford was a se*> 
vere shock to Ormond ; it was totally unexpected, 
and deranged all his plans. He had calculated that 
such a siege would have delayed Cromwell's army for 
several weeks, and that, in the meantime, he could 
{NTocure such reinfcnrcements from Ulster and Munster, 
as would make him more than a match for the Parli» 
mentary army, enfeebled by &tigue, and the diseases 
inddent to rae season. Nor was this the only mor«^ 
ti^cadon he was doomed to experience. He learned 
at ^e same time, that Coote and Venables had w- 
duced the greater part of Eastern Ulster ; and that, in 
the sou^, a conspiracy had been detected for beta^ 
ing Yoi^hal to 'the Parliamentarians. 

The disaffection in the southern towns was princi- 
paHy owing to the contriyances of Lord Bro^ill, the 
Mh son of the great Eari of Cork, who inherked 
all his &ther's abilities, but a very anall share of his 
integrity and honourable principle. He was bom at 
his Other's seat, the college of Youghal, and edu- 
cated in the strict principles of the Pturitans-— a colb- 
"ny of whom, from Bristol, had been {^ted in the 
town by his iathen At the oonmiencement of the 
wear widi the oonfed^mtes, he was placed at the head 
of the troops which his frfther had raised among he 
own tenantry ; and d^pkyed equal ability and v^ 
0«ur in the field. After the peaceof 1646, he witb^ 
«bew Mds^ from Ilrish ^mm^ being indignant tt 
iW le^ lole»a«ifon of Popery, ^fbitkk he ^meved to 
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be both dangerous and sinful. He continued, how* 
ever, to correspond with Ormond, whose real sen- 
timents accorded with his own; and at his insti- 
gation, "Undertook a journey to Holland, in order to 
persuade King Charles to come in person to Ireland* 
It was necessary for him to pass trough London, 
in his way ; but he had not been . long in that city, 
when he was astonished by a personal visit from 
Cromwell, then preparing for his Irish expedition. 
Cromwell informed his Lordship that all his plans 
had been betrayed to the council of state, and orders 
issued for his arrest ; but that he, out of respect for 
his Lordship's character, had interfered, and obtain- 
ed permission to gain him over, if possible, to the 
side of the parliament. Little persuasion was ne- 
cessary ; Broghill consented to serve under Crom- 
well, against his former associates ; and on his arri- 
val in Ireland, easily raised a strong force among the 
retainers of his family. Connected from his es^est 
infancy with the Puritans in Munster, he speedily open- 
ed a communication with the officers of the different 
garrisons in the south ; and they were now ready to 
embrace the first opportunity of breaking off, what 
they deemed their imholy alliance, with the confeder- 
ate Catholics. 

So alarmed were the Commissioners of Trust by 
the loss of Wexford, that they determined to aban- 
don Kilkenny, and were with difficulty dissuaded 
from such a scandalous flight by Ormond. The 
Marquis behaved in this emergency with greater 
promptitude and ability than he had yet displayed ; 
and he was zealously seconded by Lord Castlehaven, 
-the only one of th^ confederate Catholics that re'- 
posed confidence in the Lord Lieutenant. He 
irtrengthened the garrisons of Duncannon and Ross, te^ 
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Hioykig from the former Roche the governor, a crea- 
ture of the Commissioners, and intrusting the latter 
to Lord Taafe, whose abilities he overrated. The 
Commissioners of Trust took fire at these attempts 
of the Marquis to shake o£P their authority, and in- 
sisted lliat Roche should be restored, though he 
candidly declared himself inadequate to the situa- 
tion. But the Marquis found means to elude the 
unreasonable demand ; and Wogan, whom he had 
appointed, was permitted to continue. Soon after, 
several detachments from O'Neill's army joined the 
confederate forces ; but a great part of the main 
body dispersed after the death of their gallant leader, 
and never afterwards reassembled. 

Cromwell undertook the siege of Ro.ss in per- 
son, while a detachment, commanded by his 3on- 
in-law Ireton, attacked Duncannon. Ross was sur- 
rendered, after the cannon had played twenty-four 
hours against its walls, through the cowardice or in- 
capacity of Lord Taafe. The garrison obtained 
honourable terms, being permitted to retire with their 
arms and baggage to Kilkenny. The Royalists soon 
after received a severe check from the treachery of 
some of their leaders. Information Was received of 
a convoy from Dublin, which might easily be inter- 
cepted ; and Lichiquin was intrusted with the com- 
mand of a detachment for the purpose. But the 
plan was betrayed as soon as formed to the Par- 
aamentarians, and Inohiquin's attack repulsed with 
loss. 

Some compensation for these losses was derived 
£rom the success of the confederates at Duncannon^ 
The fort was invested only on the land side ; and 
Lord Castlehaven ventured to croas the estuary on 
#liich it stands in an open boat, to consult with the 
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governor. His Lord^^ hsmg vitwed die mbam* 
tion of the besiegers^ strenuoudj recommended a 
sally, and offered to send over eigkly horses to 
mount the picked men of the garrison for the pur« 
pose. Wogan improved of the proposal, but doubts 
ed the practicability of sending the horses, as 1^ 
distance to the county of Waterford was at least 
three miles, and several pailiamcntary sh^)s L^iii 
liie bay. Castlehaven, however, icsolved to make 
the attempt, and retmned to his quaites fiir die 
purpose. Luckily the tide became fiavourable ex-t 
ac^ly at sunset, and the horses were ferried over in 
safety widiout beii^ discovered. At dajbntk Wogan 
made a sally. Ireton's army, knowmg that there 
had been no cavahy in the fort, bdieved that th^ 
were attacked by some new £Droes, and fkd in such 
confusion, that part of their artillery was left behind* 
After tlie capture of Ross, Cromwdl began to lay 
a bridge of boats over the Barrow, in order to efifisol 
a passage into the county of Kilkenny ; but when die 
work was nearly ccmipleted, he suddenly changed his 
mind, and determined to bedege WaterfonL The 
inhabitants of dua* city had been the most devoted 
partisans of the nmicio, and were consequently \jst^ 
tediy opposed to the hond Lieutenant and the conn* 
eil of Kilkenny. Even the a{^voaeh of CromweB 
was insufficient to cure them of their insane jee» 
busies ; for they obstmately refused to admit a gar« 
risoD, and treated Lord Castlehava^ who had bectt 
appointed governor by Ormond, with such disre* 
meet, that he was compelled to quit the town« The 
sight of Cromwell's army, however, alarmed diem 
8o mudi, that they solicited Ormond to send the 
gairison which they had beftne rejected, and he ink- 
mediately led his army to their relie£ Ondiemaxchy 
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k' mbt pc^osed by some of the leaders to aUadc 
€airid£«on<-Siiir, whidi had been seiased by one of 
Cromwell's detadiments, in order to seoore the ccnrn* 
mimication of the advancing army with its resoureesL 
€hrmond opposed this as a useless delay ; but his 
opinion was overruled by the conpdl of war, and a 
detachmoit under inehiquin was ordered to attadE 
the place. Ormond arrived before Water&rd about 
dght in the evening ; and, having sent for the Mayor 
and Aldermen, infisrmed them 9iat he had brought 
C^eral Foral to their assistance with fifteen hun- 
dred men. As F«Tal had served under O'Neill^ 
and was coii8e(|uently one of the nuncio's party, he 
was leoeived wkhout any opposition ; and the Mar- 
qsas having aeeomplishcd his design, set out on his 
ftturn that veiy n^it. In the morning he ap->^ 
Moadied Camck, wioch he expected to have found 
m the possession of his friends ; but on his road he 
WW met by Cokmel Power, who informed him that 
Latdn^foin had given up the enterprise £[>r want of 
kaphiaoAs to break the walls — a resolution the mort 
vnuHtunate, as we learn, £K>m Ludlow's MemoirSi 
tiurtr the place was garrisoned only by a few dra* 
gaons, armed with swords and pistols. 

The Lord Lieutenant C(mcentiated his forces at 
Cknmiely and determiAed to rake the siege of Water- 
fiird, but could not prevail upon the Cmnmissioners 
ef Trust to provide provisions for the army. He 
Buodiedy dMrefore, wrai only a part of the army to 
Watterford by nig^ and reached a hill within sight 
of Cronwdl's can^ eariy on the following momii^. 
Vnmk dicnee he saw ihe Parliamentary army in fuM 
ntieat, and in sneh confusion, that an attadk \xp<m 
ikmr rear mustliave been suecessfuL But to effect 
tiling it was necessaxy that bis troops should pass 
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through the city ; and die corporation^ whose isso^ 
lence hkd returned with the prospect of security, re* 
fused him admission, until the gcdden opportunity 
was irretrievahly lost. 

On the return of the Marquis to Clonmel^ he had 
the mortification to witness the discovery of an in« 
trigue, the most disgraceful and injurious that can 
be imagined. Though the nuncio had -departed, 
the leaders of the Roman Catholic clergy had nol 
resigned all hopes of establishing a hi^ocracy ia 
Ireland ; and believing that Ormond was the great- 
est impediment to this consummation, they laboured 
secretly, but strenuously, to counteract his measures. 
From the number of these ecclesiastical agitators, the 
titular bishop of Clogh^ must be excepted. Though 
originally the most violent supporter of the nundo, 
he Ifiad formed, on closer acquaintance, such a high 
opinion of Ormond's taints, and was so firmly per^ 
suaded that his presence was necessary to the salva^^ 
tion of the coimtry, that he directed all his energies 
to the reestablishment of the Lord Lieutenant's au^ 
thority. We have akeady mentioned some of the 
evils that had arisen from Lord Antrim's desire of 
obtaining the government. Disappointed in fan 
hopes of obtaining the appointment from the King, 
he now intrigued with evjery party, and shunned no 
act of treachery or meaimess that was likely to assist 
him in effecting his object. He opened a commist* 
nication with Cromwell by means of his con;fessor, 
and encouraged him to make the successful att«iipt 
on Wexford; he instigated the citizens.of Waterl(»d 
to refuse a garrison, declaring that the soldiers were 
resolved to betray the city ; and he laboured to p^>. 
suade the violent Catholic party, already well dis-'- 
posed to such a belief, ^hat Inchiquin was secret]^ 
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in kagne with ihe pariiament, and had entered into 
a treaty for the ruin of the confederates. He pro- 
dnoed a £[»ged instrument, purporting to he articles 
of agreement hetween Inchiquin and Jones, the par- 
liamentary governor of Duhlin, and letters nom 
Jones directed to Inchiquin, which he pretended to 
have intercepted. After having done all the mis- 
(Mt£ in his power at Waterford, Antrim determined 
to excite similar sedition at Limerick ; but, on his 
way, he was met by Inchiquin at Clonmel, who 
stopped him, and demanded satisfaction for his in- 
fiimous calumnies. Courage formed no part of An- 
trim's redeeming quahties; he refused to %ht, but 
inade the only other reparation, in his power, by 
con^BSsing the forgery in presence of the Lord Lieu- 
t^iant and the Commissioners of Trust. Ormond 
was too timid to bring the infmnous wretch to trial ; 
fer he had too much reason to believe, that his pu- 
fii^ment would be attributed to political hostility ; 
and thus Antrim remained at liberty to contrive fresh 
madiinations. Inchiquin transmitted a copy of An- 
trim's confession to Jones, with a letter demanding 
an CKj^anation of his conduct ; but Jones, about 
this time, died of the plague, and so the matter 
ended. 

After raising the siege of Waterford, Cromwell 
feund his forces in a very dangerous situation : they 
were in the midst of a hostile and difficult country, 
destitute of quarters during an inclement season, 
unable to advance, and exposed to be attacked at 
great disadvantage if they attempted to retreat. But 
fix>m all these dSSculties he was at once reheved, by 
^ sudden revolt of the Puritans in the south-ceast 
of MuBSter. Taking advantage of Inchiquin's ab- 
MDCe, Lord Broghill proceeded towards the southern 
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gomaoBS with a small detachment, and loei no opi 
poisition. Youglml, Kinsale, Bandtm, and evea 
Corky opened their gates. Dungarran was taken 
after a dight resistance ; and thns, at the moment of 
utmost need, Cromwell obtained exodlent winterH 
^puffters, and. the means of direct communicatkm 
with England. 

This revolt increased the jealousy ^^ich subsist-^ 
ed between the different parties in the Iris^ aimy ^ 
the confederates suspected all the royalist Protestanfea 
of £iyouring Cromw^ and pr^rring the indulgenoR 
of religious intolerance to die preservation of theur 
loyalty ; the native Iri^ extended their susjncicms to 
idl of English descent, and deemed themselves the 
objects of incurable hatred to all -the Anglo-Iridli 
confederates, whether Protestant or Catholic. The 
towns were confirmed in their obstinate resolation 
not to receive garrisons* Kilkenny, from old asso* 
ciations indeed, submitted to obey Ormond ; and 
Clonmel was prevailed i^on to admit Hugh O'NeS) 
with a body of Ulster men ; but Waterford contfr« 
nued to refuse obedience, and would not even per-* 
mit soldiers to pass duough the city. As it had 
now become a frontier garrison,. Oraiond was an« 
xious to prevail on the civic authorities to (haaag^ 
their mad resolutions, and went in person with his 
army to try the effect of remonstrance. On his aat* 
rival, he found General Ferral preparing to make aa 
attadc on the fort of Passage, whidi CromweH had 
taken and garrisoned while besieging the dty. Or^ 
mond could only obtam admittance for himself and 
his immediate retinue^ He proceeded to an emi* 
nence, whence he could command a view of Ferrai^s 
operations ; and he had not been there long when 
he saw a body of horse marching towards & ^i^ 
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ki^sock good Older that he could not donbt but that 
Fenal's designs had been discoi^ered, and his regi-* 
BDKDt^iB danger of destradtion. Onnond imme^ 
cBately sent £or the mayor, poiirted out to him the 
dmger to ivhich the governor was CTposed, and en<* 
tmd^ permission to lead some regiments throv^ 
Ae town to his assistance. It will scarcely be ere-* 
dked, bnt it is not the less true, that the civic au-^ 
tJHHities^ though they distinotly saw the danger to 
vdkioh 80 krge a porti<m of the garrxson was exposed^ 
pnremptorily refused a passage to a force suffidenl 
to avert the caknnity I Ormond having supplicated 
in vain, advanced, with a few of his retainers and 
SMde personal Mends, to cover Feital's retreat. He 
had not advanced more than a few miles, when he 
vet the detiidiment flyii^ in confusion. He drew 
xxp his f^wers, about M,y in ninnber, on ^e skb 
of a hill, so judiciously, that the enemy, believing 
that a considerable reinforcement had arrived, gave 
over the pursuit. The fort of Passage was a place 
of too much importance to be neglected. It com- 
manded the harbour of Waterford, and enabled the 
Parliamentarians to intercept the commerce of the 
dty. Ormond, therefore, solicited permission to 
quarter his forces in huts outside the wall, and offer- 
ed, in return, to reduce the fort. But the citizens 
re^ed, that they would rather endure all the incon- 
veniences resulting from its remaining in possession 
of the ^lerny, thw incur the hazard of starvation, 
by providing provisions for the royal army. Or- 
mond, unable to overcome their obstinacy, distri- 
buted his soldiera' into winter-quarters, and never 
was able to assemble them again. 

The winter was roent by the Parliamentarians in 
actfare ^parations for the ensuing campaign, and 
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by the Irish in idle disputations. Antrim made an 
effort to obtain from the synod of the Irish clergy a 
declaration against the Marquis of Ormondes conti-^ 
nuance in the government, and would have succeed- 
ed but for the exertions of the Bishop of Clogher. 
He also ^edled in an effort to obtain from the King 
the chief government of Ireland, though his preten-^ 
sions were supported by Prince Rupert. Charles> 
with more honour than he usually exhibited, de- 
clared that he would rather lose the kingdom than 
offer an insult to the Marquis of Ormond. But 
these intrigues so weakened the authority of the 
Lord Lieutenant, that he began to despair. He 
wrote to the King, stating the circumstances of his 
situation, and entreating the royal permission to re* 
tire, if h^ should find himself still prevented from 
doing any thing effectual for the roy^d causes 
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CHAPTER nt 
2%e CromweOian War condudecU 

A. "D. 1650. — In the month of January, Cromwell 
opened his second campaign, by advancing against Kil- 
kenny, which Colonel Tickle had promised to betray 
into his hands. Before his arrival, however, the 
plot was discovered, and the traitor deservedly put to 
death. Cromwell consequently was forced to retire ; 
but he employed his soldiers no less profitably, iii 
reducing several important castles and towns in the 
counties of Kilkenny and Tipperary. Ormond now 
saw, that his only h^pe of raising an army rested 
on the provinces of Connaught and Ulster ; for such 
a spirit of fear had seized on the gentry in Leinster, 
that there was not a single castle in wluch either the 
governor or his wife was not anxious to make terms 
with the Parliamentary general. Having intrusted 
the government of Leinster to Lord Castlehaven, 
Ormond proceeded into Connaught, to coi;isult with 
the Marquis of Clanricarde and the Catholic bi- 
shops. Castlehaven vigorously exerted himself for 
the defence of the provmce, but was badly support- 
ed by the confederates. Several opportunities were 
afforded him of obtaining decisive advantages over 
Cromwell's detachmentSi but he eould not avail hiin^ 
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self of them for want of troops, the Lords of the 
Pale having failed to send their promised contin- 
gents. He succeeded, however, in taking Athy, 
which Cromwell had fortified as a dep6t, by storm, 
and sent the prisoners to the Parliamentaiy camp, 
requesting that his men should be treated with like 
civility on a similar occasion. But Cromwell cared 
little about civility; for having taken Callan and 
Gowran a few days after, he ordered the officers to 
be shot. 

The greater part of the comity of Tipperary, m<* 
eluding the towns of Cashel and Fethard, * with the 

■* Lttdlowy wliose account of all the traiuactions in Irdand 
before ke came to the country is singularly inaccurate, saya^ 
that the corporation of Fethard sent deputies to surrender the 
town, before Cromwell thought of approaching it. The pre- 
sent inhabitants of the town believe, that it was not taktn Hat- 
til after an obstinate siege. Both opinioQB are wrong, as^wiU 
be seen by the following documents. 

CrcMuwell, after taking Cashel, marched to Fethard, and, ar- 
mmg before the town late in the evening, sent a trumpet to 
sHUunoQ the governor. He received the following r^ly :-.» 

" For Oliver Cromwell, General of the Parliament forces now 

in Ireland. 
" Mat it please tovr Lordsbip, 

" I have received youcJetter about 
nine of the dock this night, which hour I conceive to be mk* 
aeMonable for me to treat with you ; yet, if your* Lorddop 
pleases to send sufficient hostages in for such as X will tm^^lej 
to treat with you, I ^vill be ready to entrust some in that bua^ 
n^. Having no more at present, I remain, 

" Your honour*s friend and servant, 

" PlEBCB BUTLXK." 

« From the garrison of Fethard, 

Feb. 2. 16|4, half aA hour alter nine of the clock at night.^ 

The articles of surrender were signed the iblbwing momi^ 
at «x o'cImJc, a&d Ham PayliiaatnUiy gaxriioa Aiknttcd h9ttm 
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caetle of Cahir, f yielded to Cromwell without op* 
poskion. 

' Bncouraged by these successes, Cromwell laid 
mge to Kilk^my, the garrison of which was great- 
ly weakened by the plague. The governor, Sir 
Walter Butler, made a gallant defence ; and, after a 
breach had bemi made, twice repulsed the attempt 
of the enemy to storm the town. Cromwell was 
about to retire, when he received a message from 
the civic authorities, assuring him that they were 
iBodous for a surrender. A third assault was made^ 
aftd defeated ; but Ireton coming up with £:esh for- 

c^giit. The articlcii eeeure the inhabitants protection in per-t 
99 and property, and permit the garrison to retire with all the 
honours of war, and with their horses, arms and baggage. 

f Cahir was held by Captain Matthews, who had married 
dii Dowager- BaroneBs ; and, from the strength of its position, 
ft iieroe renstanoe was expected. Cromwell, however, sent 
Hatthews what he called " a thundering summons," which 
produced an instantaneous effect. The foUowing is a copy :— ^ 

*^ To Ccqptain Matthews, commanding the Castle of Cahir. 

« Sim, 

** Having brought the army and cannon before this 
place, according to my usual manner in summoning places, I 
thought fit to offer you terms honouraUe for soldiers, that you 
may march away with your baggage, arms and colours, free 
from injury or violence ; but if I b^ notwithstanding, necessi* 
Irted to l«id my cannon upon you, you must expect what ifi 
ttoal in such cases. To avoid: blood, this is oflfered you by 
" Yomr servant, 

« O. CaOMWELL." 

<* For die Governor ctf Cahir Casde» 
Feb. 24. I67I." 

Matthews stipulated, for the. security of. his wife's jointure 
and his own private property, in addition to the other usual 
tsRDs ; aad, his demands being granted, surrend«:ed within aa 
^fUr alkMr racexviof the suaiBioiu. 
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ces, and Castlehaven having declared by letter that 
he could not afford assistance, the governor made a' 
^gnal for a parley, which led to a cessation of arms. 
Cromwell granted the garrison the most honourabfe 
conditions, and, as they marched out, complimented 
the officers and soldiers highly on their gallant de- 
fence ; he also declared that, but for the treachery of 
the civic authorities, he would have raised the siege. 
From Kilkenny, Cromwell mardied against Clon- 
mel, which was garrisoned by Hugh O'Neill, a com- 
mander worthy of his illustrious name, and fifteen 
hundred of the Ulster soldiery. His summons hav- 
ing been rejected with scorn, he opened his trenches 
early in April, and soon made a practicable breach. 
The first attempt to storm was defeated with aS 
much slaughter, that the infantry refused to advance 
a second time, and Cromwell was forced to appeal • 
to the cavahy. Lieutenant Henry Langley and se- 
veral other officers of horse gallantly volunteered ; 
the private troopers followed the example of their 
officers, and a second storming party was formed un- 
der the command of Colonel Culin. The second 
assault was so fierce, that the Irish were driven from 
the breach ; but O'Neill had by this time erected a 
new wall at the head of the street, which the breach 
faced, and lined the adjacent houses with musketry. 
The assailants were unable to overcome this new ob- 
stacle. Culin and several others fell. Langley's 
left hand was cut pfF by a blow of a scythe ; and the 
greater part of the detachment was either killed or 
wounded. In these two assaults, Cromwell lost 
more than two thousand of his best soldiers. He 
would not venture on a third ; but changed the siege 
into a blockade, and determined to wait the slow ef- 
fects of famine. O'Neill soon began to feel the 
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iRrant of ammunition and provision^ of which his 
supply had been originally but scanty ; and sent the 
most pressing entreaties to the Marquis of Ormoad 
to hasSten to his assistance. 

Ormond was desirous to afford early retief to the 
gallant garrison of Cloumel, and directed Lord Ca»- 
tleconnd and the Sheriff to raise the county of Li- 
merick. The gentry of the county met, and agreed 
to raise three hundred horse and eleven hundred foot; 
hut tiiis was prevented by the Commissioners of 
Tmsty who declared, that such a mode of proceed- 
ing was contrary to etiquette I Castleconnel ap- 
pointed another day of meeting, and wrote to the 
<]|onunissicmers for instructions ; but they were con- 
tent with their success in controlling the authority of 
•the Lord Lieutenant^ and did not vouchsafe to send 
an answer. The gentlemen of Limerick, not know- 
ing how to act, separated, and Clonmel was thus 
abandoned to its fate. 

Ormond next implied to Lord Roche, who com- 
imanded in the western part of the county of Cork ; 
and that ndbleman, being aided by the titular Bishop 
of Ross, soon raised a considerable force, so far as 
regards numbers ; but badly armed, and wholly with- 
out discipline. Against these Cromwell detached 
Lord Broghill, with a select body of troops, who 
easily, routed the raw levies. Lord Roche and the 
greater part of his forces escaped through the moun- 
taii£s and morasses ; but the Bishop remained a pri- 
soner. There was a fort near the field of battle, 
which Broghill was anxious to secure ; and he offer- 
ed the prelate his life, if he would prevail upon the 
garrison to surrender ; but threatened instant execu-^ 
doily if he refused compliance. The Bishop, having 
pb^B;ed ^is word to return^ went to the fort, and, as* 
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semtdiDg t!ie soUiecs, eanMttly conjured ihem to he , 
fiuth&l to their Kii^y their country, and their God.; 
««^he then retwnted to BroghiH, and was inmiediate- 
ly hanged. This instance of pure fidelity and de- 
voted Moism 10 defKttibed as Uie extreme of inso- 
lenoe and obstinacy^ by those who co«ld discover no 
Boerit in an jbishn>an and a P^aist. 

O'NeiU, havHig defended Clonmel until his kst 
charge of powder was exhausted,, withdrew Us men 
from the town during the night, without being dis- 
eovered ; and Cromwell, not aware of the esci^ of 
the garriseti, granted the inhabitants very &voiuable 
conations. The artides were signed cm the 18^ 
of May ; and Cromwell immediately afterwards pro>- 
ceeded to Yougkal^ and embarked for BngUmd, 
where his presence was eagerly desired, in cons^ 
quence of the arrival of Chides U* in Scotland. 

The royal cause in Ireland soon became hopeless. 
There was no necessity for Ireton, who succeeded 
Cromwell, to make any exertion^ for the fitctions 
were fast destroying each other. Castleha^ven^ when 
on the point of gaming a decisive viidtoiy in Con»> 
naught, saw his hopes frustrated and his aa&if est*- 
dangered, by the cowardice or treachery of Captain 
Fox, who not only ran away with lus own troop,, 
but persuaded others to follow his example. His 
Xordship, indeed, execirted the miserable wreteh^ 
but the loss that he had occasioned was iirepacable. 
hi the north,^ the Bishop of Clogher, being chasen. 
General of the Ulster army, had ihe temerity to «fe«> 
tadc Sir Charles Coote, though siqierior in number 
and very advantageously posted. He was, of coursi^ 
defeated, his forces routed with great sLu^tej^ and 
he him3elf taken prisoner* It need scarcely be add^ 
^d^ .that he ii?a8 hanged by thie confuerois ^ for tfe 
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CflCNmwdUaBS nerer SffaieA an eceksiaslic. In Lei»» 
sfeMTy the pckieipal easUes bad been sorrendeied, and 
the gonremoTB of the few remainii^ were about to 
floake tenns wkb ^ Puritans. Cast2ebaven pix^sh 
ed, that tbe Btsbops dbould denounce a sentence o£ 
exoomHi^caticm agakist i^ those who betcayed their 
country, by entering into eompositions widi the ene* 
n^ ; but the pielotes lesenred exeommuiiiGations for 
9 di£S»ent puqme. 

Oimond imw urqNured to quit tl» kin^bm, aod 
informed the Catholic synod of his intentions^ Tbe^ 
CammiswiOBCTs of Tniflt, awmra o£ the eonfiision 
vi^oh his departttie would oiccaaony^ entreated him 
to change has resolulioBy and promised to use their 
utmost ^deairours to re-^stablisb his authority. Tbe 
Mtf^uis was per»iiMled to eontmue for sohk time 
kmger ; but found the CommjssMners mmbfe, and 
not ¥ery wiQing^ ta pc^orm their engagements. The 
eity of Limerid^ wm n(^. beeome the centre of the 
eouBtry still possessed by the Irisli,; fixr» on the east* 
em ffide of the ki^gdom^ Waterfisd alone held out 
agaiast the Parliament* The MarfBiis was oonse* 
fueoAly amuous to mak^ Limerick the scat of go- 
vemment) and to ensiire it& safety by a sufficient gav- 
liaoB. B«t the cmc authorities aiui the citizens ab*. 
sokitdy raised obe^ence to his commands, and er^i 
meditated to seise hia person. By l^e inteiferraice 
of the Commissioners dT Trust, ihe mayor and al- 
demea were induced to promise a moie submissive 
beh»riour ; but n^eift ^e t<ord lieutenant approach- 
ed the city, he l««med that a tumukuous mob, head- 
ed by a hian named Wolfe, had seized on the keys 
o£ the gates, a^d -called in Cokmel O'Brien, with 
leme iivegalar tiroopsy to tbeir. assistance. In the 
midsl'Of tbeae tun^ts, Intan ai^oached so uean 
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US to cause some alann ; and the citizens requested", 
that Hugh O'Neill should be appointed their go- 
vernor. The Marquis desired to employ O'Neill in 
a much more important business ; — ^he designed to 
send him into Ulster, to rally the remnant of the 
Bishop of Clogher's army, and to raise new recruits 
in a province that had been always devoted to hk 
family. But the danger threatening Limerick ap* 
peared so imminent, that the Marquis complied with 
the request of the citizens, and appointed O'Neill 
to the command. 

The friars and monks had, from the very oom« 
mencement, been devoted to the cause of the nun- 
cio ; and they preached every where, that the cala- 
mities which afflicted the kingdom, arose from the 
neglect of his advice, and the little regard shown to 
the interests of their holy religion. One of these 
incendiaries had even the audacity to seize the eo« 
lours of a regiment that was marching by (Orders of 
the general, and to denounce damnation against all 
who proceeded further. The officers remonstrated 
indignantly, but the superstitious soldiers threw 
down their arms and dispersed. The regular clergy 
by no means joined in these excesses, ' but they 
found on this, as on other occasions, that the mob 
is more easily led by the fanatics of the several mo- 
nastic orders, than by their own parochial ministers. 

The bishops believed that Ormond was secretly 
negotiating with Cromwell ; and it must be confess- 
ed that they had some grounds for the suspicion. 
He had terminated his former administration by be- 
traying Dublin to the Parliamentarians for a stipu- 
lated price ; and the agent whom he seat to nego- 
tiate with Cromwell during the siege of Ck)nmel 
had, on his return, brought back passes for &• 
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Lord Lieutodant and Inchiquin. Several of the 
prelates, also, had adopted the nuncio's design of 
transferring the kingdom of Ireland to some Catho- 
lic prince; and deeming Ormond the greatest ob- 
stacle to its execution, successfully laboured to make 
him odious to the populace. A synod was held at 
Jonestown in the beginning of August, where, af- 
ter loi^ debates, the bishops resolved to send a dci* 
putation to Ormond, requiring *' that he would 
^eedily quit the kingdom, and leave his Majesty's 
authority in the hands of fiome person, faithful to 
the King, and trusty to the nation, and such as the 
affections and confidence of the people would fol- 
low. " They also signed ** a declaration agsinst the 
continuance of his Majesty's authority in the Lord 
lieutenant, " and " a solemn excommunication " a- 
gainst all who should adhere to him, by giving him 
any subsidy, contribution or intelligence, or by obey* 
ing his commands. 

This alone was wanting to complete the utter ruin 
of the Irish cause. It was in vain that the Com- 
missioners of Trust remonstrated, and declared the 
£ual consequences of this strange declaration. It 
wma in vain that some of the prelates, alarmed by the 
tf^oach of Coote and Ireton to Athlone, begged 
that the documents should be suppressed, at least 
fcr a time. They were published in Limerick and 
Galwaj, which had long since withdrawn their alle- 
giance from the Lord Lieutenant. In spite of the 
general resistance, they were proclaimed at the head 
of Clanricarde's forces, the only semblance of an army 
njucfa the Irish still retained. The summer was 
masted in long and tedious negotiations with the 
mdates ; and it seems probable that the declaration 
wfiold.have been withdrawn, but for the intelligence 
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V^ich was received from Seo^and. * Before landii^ 
in that country, Charles II. had, wi^ shton^esB 
perjury, swwn to observe ** the Solemn Let^ue and 
Covenant. " But his crime broi^iht its own punish* 
ment ; for he had no sooner arrived than he found 
himself a mere tool in the hmds of the Presbyterian 
fiction. He was compeUed to pubH^ a deckration, 
denouiicing the peace which Ormond had condnded 
with the Iris^, acknowledging the sinfulness of 
forming any compact with Papists, and revoking e31 
commissions granted by the Lord Lieutenant. The 
Bishops now dedared, that as the King had placed 
Ireland out of his protection, iJiey had nothing to 
do but* to return to their old act of association. 

While the Royalists were thus engaged, Ireton 
was ranging over the entire kingdom at his pleasure. 
Waterford was surrendered by Preston, the gover- 
nor ; Duncannon fell almost without resistance ; and 
the castle of Carlow was captured after a brief struggle. 
Detachments from the English army partially block- 
aded Limerick, and seized Sie most important strong- 
holds in the country. The Marquis of Clanricarde 
made an attempt to relieve Birr, but was defeated wi^ 
great loss ; and this action terminated the campaign. 
Hiree-fourths of the kingdom were now in possession 
of the Parliamentarians, to their own great astoni^- 
ment. TTiey had won no victory, and yet they had 
conquered a nation. Buch were the dire effiscts of 
the violence of party, and the turbidence of &ction. 

As a last resource, Onnond convoked a general as- 
sembly at Loughrea, in the middle of November. It 
was attended by the principal nobility, gentry, and 
clergy, the majority of mhcmi vrere averse to the late 
destructive proceedings at Jamestown. But the influ - 
ence of the &ctious prelates was too great to allow 
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of tL Speedy decision. The Mar^is hsvuig waited 
&r a comber dedaratioa until Decembeiv at length 
embadbd in a &igste provided £ac him hj the Ddce 
e£ Yo^ and acoompaiBed by Lord Inc&quiny Co^ 
kmel Wogan^ and some otheis, sailed fcnr Foancew 
Before the yetad had quite left the shore, a d^nita^ 
tion arrived from the assembly tit Louflhiea, bearing 
a dedaxstum whic^ tboc^h not peiroctly salis&c- 
tory, gave some hopes of niture' inmrovement ; and 
Oanond, in consequenoey tranfersed his power to 
^ Marquis o£ Chmrieardc* 

Even now the ha^ cause might have prevailed, 
if Ae fiustions could be persuaded to lay aside their 
wolenee. Chmricaiide was a Callu>tic nobleman, de** 
sanredfy popdai^ a devoted Royalist, and a prudent 
sMesman. But ihe BiAops having removed Or- 
Bond, began fiother to develop their sdieme of a 
Uffociacy, aadpvoposed that the government should 
b6 administered without any reference to the Royal 
tntkonty. A very curious negotiation was com- 
MSBced widi the Duke of Lorraine, who had been 
ptssnaded by some unknown person that he might 
he able to acquke ^ kingdom of Ireland. He of* 
fcisd to advance a large sum of money, and to send 
plentiM supplies of the munitions of war, if he was 
a^owledged Protector Royal^ and placed in pos- 
msion of some cautionary towns. Cknricarde at 
cnoe r^ected terms so derogatory to the King's in- 
terests, but was persuaded l^ the clergy to continue 
dte negotiations. Finally, tke Duke was persuaded 
to advioice twenty thousand pounds, on the promise 
ef lecdving Limend^ and Galway as pledges ; but 
k&m any further steps could be taken, these towns 
mm in the hands of the Puritans. 

A. D. 1651« — ^Ireton made vigorous preparations 
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for opening a decisive campaign ; and the commis- 
sioners who had been sent over by the EngliBh Par- 
Uament to administer the civil government, took the 
most judicious measures to restore tnmquittity in the 
districts abready subdued. Before he led out his 
forces, Ireton, who respected Castlehaven's abilities, 
sent a trumpeter to his Lordship, offering him a safe 
conduct, and security in person and property, if he 
would submit to the Parliament ; but Castlehaven 
rejected any attempt to seduce him from his all^* 
ance, though by this time he despaired of success. 
Ireton having concentrated his forces at Cashel, ad- 
vanced to the banks of the Shannon, opposite Kil- 
laloe, where Castlehaven was posted to dispute his 
passage. The treachery of Colonel Fennel rendered 
all the precautions unavailing. He fled from KiHa* 
loe without firing a shot ; and Ireton having thus 
obtained possession of the town, Castlehaven's po- 
sition became untenable: In the mean time, Coote 
and Reynolds having taken Athlone, advanced 
through the coimty of Galway to Athenry, mid 
some English frigates sailed up the Shannon. 
Ireton being now master of the river, laid si^ 
to Limerick. The Marquis of Clanricarde sent 
to the citizens, offering to take the command of 
the city in person ; but the corporate authorities re- 
fused nim admission, evidencing to the very last 
moment the truth of the adage, that insansity pre- 
cedes destruction. The siege was conducted with 
vigour, and the town defended with great spirit by 
JIugh O'Neill. A plague, however, wasted the gar- 
rison, and several of the Actions already proposed a 
surrender. Ireton, by secret emissaries, proffered 
pardon to all but twenty-four, among whom ' 
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the Bishops of Emly and Linoeriek. ^ Great was 
the indignation of these prelates, when they found 
the effects of their artifices rettuming on their own 
heads. The multitude^ whom they had themselves 
taught to despair, resdived to purchase safety hy 
giving up the requked victims ; and their threats of 
excommunication were no longer of any avail. Hugh 
O'Neill ^^eavoured to inspire his associates with 
nd)kr sentiments, and exhorted them to persevere 
in their defence ; but Fennel and some others having 
seized the keys, opened two c^ the gates, drove 
away O'Neill's guard, and admitted Ireton's sol- 
diers. 

Ireton immediatdy ordered the traitor Fennel to 
be executed, though he pleaded his former treachery 
at Youghal, and his recent services at Killaloe, as 
recommendations to the favour of the Parliamentary . 
General. But though Ireton availed himself of the 
treason, he was not the less disposed to punish the 
tiaitor ; and the wretched miscreant met the just re- 
ward of his crimes. With him were executed Fan- 
ning, who had opposed the proclamation of the 
peace in 1646 ; Friar Wabh, the most virulent an- 
tagonist of Ormond, and the Bishop of Emly, f who 

* The Bishop of Liraenck made hu escape in the disgidie 
of a common soldier, when the garrison marched out. 

f The following accomit of Jef&ey Baron's trial, if trial it 
can be called, is given by Ludlow in his Memoirs, and is an 
edifying example of republican justice and consistency. 

^ Jeffrey Baron having the same question put to him as 
the rest (vis. what he had to say for himself?) answered, tl^t 
k was not just to exclude him from mercy, because he had 
been engaged in tl^ same cause as we pretended to fight for, 
which was the liberty and religion of his. country. The de- 
suty (Ireton) replied, that Ireland being a conquered country, 
Ihe English nation might with justice assert their right of 
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had been a servile tocJ of ^ nuncio. Had Lreton 
been satisfied witii these Tictims^ few^ in the presmt 
dajf would have bhuned him for punishing dioae 
viho had been trutoro to both pailies ; but he idso 
eondmniied several, whose onk crime was, that thi^ 
had done their duty to ^ir EjBg and country. 
The most conspicuous victim sdiected was the gid.-» 
knt Htt^ O'Neill, whose brave defence of Clonma«l 
diould have recpnnnended him to the esteem pf every 
brave man. O'Neill defended himself as a man and 
a soldiec He said that he had left an honouxaUe 
eommand in foreign service, to come to the aanst« 
ance of his countrymen ; that he had always acted 
the part of an honouraUe enemy ; and that an un^ 
just sentence could leaiee no stain oft his honouraUe 
character. Ireton, notwithstindiiig, persuaded the 
Council of War to pronounce sentence <^ death; 
but Ludlow^ and some of the other generals, inter* 
fared, represeatii^ the odikun which sudi an ex&- 

conqaett ; that tbey had been treated by thejate government 
fiur beyond their merits, or the rules of reason ; notwithstand- 
ing which, ^ey had barbaroosly murdered aS the Englbh that 
feli into their hHida^ robbed them of thair goods which they 
had gamed by thek industry, and taken away the lands which 
they had purchased by their money. That touching the point 
of rdigion, there was a wide diflference also between us, we 
enfy eontemfing to preserve our natural riglit therein, without 
impoting tmr opmhnt upon oUur men ; wherem they would 
not be contented, unless they m%ht have power to compel all 
ethers to submit to their impootions, under pain oi death. 
The Council of War, looking upon what he had said to be 
hereby fidly refuted, adjud^ him to die, as they did the 
mayor idso ; and the sentence was executed aeconttng^. *^ — 
Zudhw, L 376. 

The claim of the Puritans to tolerant principles, is net the 
least remarkable part of this curious tirade, whi^ LvcBow 
records with so mudi satisfiiction as a peid^ rotation ef 
Baron's plea. 
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tfultiaa would hang on die Englisli same dbrosd, 
««h«re O'Neill was Imown and rei^cted. His ISe 
m$B oonsequenUy spared. 

The bigoted dergj saw in these calamities no- 
thing but the means of c<mfinBiBg their own power, 
and began to expose Clanricarde as violentlj as they 
IhkI Ormmid. With folly scarcely credible, they be- 
lieved that the destruction of the ro3ral authority 
wo«dd clesff the way for thetr feyomrite schemes of 
domination, and thou^t that th^ couM recover 
die island from the l^uiiame»tsnans when they 
pleased. Throu^ their maehinations, Ireton ^ras 
enabled to seiae the castle of Clare, imd to threaten 
. Galway before marching into winter ^[uarters. The 
inAf at the close of the second campaign, were in a 
ffiost deploraiUe condition ; imd die perverseness of 
fiwlioB kft but little reason to hope lor any am^d» 
QMDt. No preparations whatever were made for the 
eoswng campiugB, wh3e the commanders on the 
side of the FVurliament made the most v^orous exer- 
ticms to bring d>e war to a speedy termination. 

Durii^ the winter Ireton died of the plague. His 
character, though not altogether faultless, was more 
perfect than that of most oi hjb associates. He 
constantly protected the peasantry from the vidience 
of the solders, and checked the sanguinary excesses 
ef Actel and Sankey. * Like the other frinatics of 
that gloomy period, he thoroughly detested Popery 
and 2l its |»ofes8ors, and deemed that its extermi- 

* A siiigle example of Sankey's mode of adxmnisteniig jw- 
doe win be sufficient. One of his soldiers was killed, during 
the tmie that he acted as mifituy goremor of the county ^ 
Tippenry, and att EOMtrdifit to discoTer the murdexer &ikd. 
Sajokej snmmoned all the inhabitants of the parish in whii^ 
^ man was slain at Fethard, and having compelled them to 
cait lots, hanged five on whom the lots t(^ 
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nation would be an acQq>table scpndce to the A14 
mighty. On this account, he showed no mwc^jto ; 
the ecclesiastics who fell into his hand, and al^»%|^.; 
excepted the clergy &om quarter ; but to all oth^^^ 
he was usually mild and merciful, though he showed 
some traces of a cruel disposition after the ^capture ^ 
of Limerick. To the Commonwealth of Enj^n^^ 
he was a faithful and devoted servant, and wouSllJt 
probably, if he had lived, have opposed his &thef- ^ 
in-law's usurpation. 

A. D. 1652. — ^Ludlow took the command on Ihe 
death of Ireton, and sooli began to act with vigour. 
.Galway, the last considerable town held by the coii- 
federates, submitted without resistance ; and the dif* 
ferent leaders of Irish troops entered into negotia-; 
tiofis for the transportation of themselves and their 
followei^ into the service of some foreign power. 
The first that submitted was Colonel Fitzpatricky 
for which he was excommunicated by the prelates ; 
but O'Dwyer soon after followed the example, and 
the Earl of Westmeath was next added to the nun^- 
ber. Sir Phelim O'Neill, the beginner of this te- 
dious war, again became conspicuous towards the 
close, and, joining the Marquis of Clanricarde, cap- 
tured the forts of Ballyshannon and Donegal. These 
places, however, were soon retaken ; Clanricarde fled 
for safety to the isle of Carrick ; but Sir Phelim feU 
into the hands of his enemies. When Fleetwood, 
whom Cromwell had appointed his deputy, landed, 
there scarcely remained a Royalist force in Ireland. 
The nuncio's party, whose obstinacy and bigotry 
had caused the loss of the country, suffered bitterly 
for their folly ; they sent ambassadors offering the 
crown of Ireland to the Pope, the King of France, 
he King of Spain, and the Duke of Lonaine ; the 
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cted with contempt, and 
ssistance disdainniUy re* 
for the fete of men whp 
most abundant means of 
< jd themselves strenuously 

sd for their protection. 
f le Earl of Castlehaven to 

perate conditio^ of Irish 
\e, maintained a guerilla 
ouatftins. At length he 
5S, deS&fi^ Jbim to oon- 
e applied to^'^ijeetwood 
f granted, and suMfflBST 
ion of not being required 
nt with his duty to4iis 
J held out some time 
Munster, but was forced 
to surrender to Ludlow. On the 26th of Septem- 
ber, the English Parliament declared, that " the re- 
bels in Ireland were subdued, and the rebellion ap- 
peased and ended. " 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The CtrnwOitm SeHlm e mL 

The Irish war was now at an end ; tl^e .greater part 
of the nobility and gentry, with the flower of the 
army, had sot^ht an aff^bm in foreign lands ; the 
estates of the confederates were deserted rather than 
forfeited ; and the English commonwealth pr^iaced 
to put into execution a system of confiscation and 
pl^tation, more extensile and complete than any 
that Elizabeth, James, or Charles, had ventured even 
to contemplate. The ordinance for ^e settling of 
Ireland amply proves, that the English Parliament^ 
notwithstanduig its boasted attachment to liberty and 
justice, was by no means scrupulous in outraging 
those who were subjected to theur power ; so true is 
the aphorism, that large bodies are insensible of 
shame, and that a collection of men will consent to 
acts of iniquity, &om which each, individually, would 
have shrunk with horror. The first clause of this 
ordinance is very remarkable; it declares, that it 
was not the intention of the English Parliament to 
extirpate the Irish nation I * Such a proposal had 

* The people of England at this period, however, deemed 
that the 8<^ of Ireland was absolutely their own property, with 
which they could do as they pleased, and looked upon the oa* 
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been aetualfy n»de by some of the wilder faBakicSy 
wlio deemed themselves commissioned by heaven to 
«teci^ the same vengeance on the idolatrous Pa- 
pists that the Jews <Ud on the inhabitants of Canaan. 
In every age and country, since the introduction of 
Christianity, we find endiusiasts invariaUy prderring 
the honors of the Old Testamaot to the mercies of the 
Kew, and prodaiming themselves the servants 6{ a 
Gcd of v&a&aaacef and not of a Gfod of love. The 
advocates of such monstrous doctrines, the votaries 
of the Mosaic, rather than the Christian dispensa* 
tioDjJiave not yet quite disi^peased, but their num- 
bers tae\n(Bm.^f and iheir influence contemptible ; 
but in the Cromwellian age^ and long afterwards, 
sudi opinion^ Vnere boldly propagated and defended. 
Instead of deeming iatol^:ant prinoipks disgrac^b!, 
men seemed to thmk that the more sai^^uinary and 
vidbnt their expressions w^» the more^tfaey evidenc- 
ed the sincerity of their attiishment to pure religion. 

lives as powwning no nglits, oit^t least none superior to the 
beasts of the field. Hamngton, u his Oceana, a \jrork which 
advocates the wildest principles oiWtural liberty, gravely pro- 
poses, that Ireland should be leased out to the Jews, and that 
island £Dnned into a new Canaan. Nor docs he perceive any 
Sneonaisteney in thus sentendng an entire nation to degrading 
i bondage^ i^ the very book in which he proves that all men axe ] 

I bom free. This, however, is not unparalleled ; for we are in- \ ^^^^^4^ 
Ifofrmed, that the proprietors of slaves are tiie most violent de^ 
Imocrati in the United States. 

J The.cfmnexion between Irdand and the Jews has engaged 
the attention of several other specidalors. A late histo|ian 
attend to prove, that the Irish are descended from the ten 
Iribesf and Mr llobbs, a member of tibue last Irii^ parliament^ 
attenqptcd to poove, from ihe prophets and apocalypse, that 
Ireland k the destined- locality of lind New Jerusalem ! His 
ipneipal argument is, the similarity in sound and sense be- 
tween the words Armagh and Armageddon ! ! 



Digitized by Google 



54 HISXaRY OF THE 

Not a few of the preachers of that period deHouneed^ 
#om their pulpit, the sparing of the Papists as >« 
heinous sin, and urged the godly to consummate Uk 
work of slaughter, '^ even as Samuel had hewed A- 
gag in pieces before the Lord at Gilgal. " * , 

But though the lives of the Irish were spared^ 
the English Parliament felt no sample respecting 
their properties. All the Papists in the kingdom 
possessing more than ten pounds, were divided into 
tour classes, each subjected to different degrees oi 
forfwture. /^^ 

^^ First, all persons who, before the 10th of .No- 
vember 1642, had contrived, acted, or aided the re- 
^llion, murders or masitoores, which b^an in October 
^1641 ; and all Jesuits, priests, or other ecclesiastics, 
who had any way contrived, aided, or abetted ; and 
all persons who, since the 1st of October 1641, had 
slain any person not bearing arms for the English* 
or who, not being then maintained in arms imdey y 
the command and pay of the Irish against the Eng« ^ 
jiish, had slain any person maintained in arms for the 
English ; and all persons who, being in arms against 
the Parliament of England, should not lay them 
down ,in twenty-eight days, and submit to their au- 
thority, were excepted from pardon of life or estate." 

" Secondly, all persons (not being comprehend- 
ed in any of the former qualifications) who had 

* A covimoii ejqpressioB in the mouth of the fimatics, which 
they regarded at once as a prophecy and a precept, was that 
passage in the Psahns — « That thy feet may be £pfed in the 
blood of tMne eneniies, and that the tongue o£ thy dogs may be 
red wi^ the 8am& '* It has been afleerte4, but perhaj^ not 
with truth, though the statement has not been contradicted* 
that thb sentence is still used as a pass-word in certain secret 
societies. 
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Vome command in the war of Ireland against the 
Parliament of En^and, were to be banished during 
the pleasure of the Parliament, and to forfeit two- 
thirds of their estates, and their wives and children 
to be assigned lands to the value of the other third 
where the Parliament should appoint. ** 

^* Thirdly, all persons of the Jpopii^ r^ig^ (not 
beii^ comprehended in any of the former qualinca^ 
tions), who had resided in the kingdom at any time 
l&om the 1st of October 1641 to the 1st of March 
1650, and had not manifested their constant good 
aflPection to the interest of the commonwealth of Eng* 
land, were to forfeit one-third x>f their estates, and to 
be assigned lands to the value of the other two-thirds 
where the Parliament should appoint " 

'^ Fourthly, all other persons who resided in Ire- 
land within the time aforesaid, and bad not been in 
arms^or the Parliament, or man^ested their good af- 
fection to its interest, having an opportunity to do 
so, were to foffeit one-fifi;h of thmr estatesi." 

^* Finally, tiie Marquis of Ormond, the Earls of 
Inchiquin and Roscommon, and Bramhal, the Protes- 
tant ^hop of £>eny, were distinctly mentioned by 
name as obsdnate malisnants, and dedared incapa- 
ble of pardon for Ufe, title or estate^ 

Hi^ courts of justice were erected for the trial 
of those who Were accused of murder or massacre. 
Tliese courts were constituted fer differently firom the 
or£nary tribumds of the country < they were in fact 
a ^cies of courts-martial, in which the parliamen- 
taiy officers sat both as judges and jurors c they were 
not very strict in regarding the letter of the law, or 
the strict rules c^ evidence : and they were inclined 
to severity equally by thdbr prejudices and their inter- 
eat To the gr«it ^astonishment of the justiciaries, 

▼OL. II. * D 
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they found an unaccountable deficiency of victims^ 
ailer the severest inquisition ; — ^not quite two hundred 
could be discovered, who could be chaTged with iU 
legal murders during all the excitement of a ten years 
war ; and the evidence against many of these was 
such as would be rejected in any court of justice, 
and perhaps by some courts-martiaL Lord Mayo 
in Connaught, and Colonel Bagnal in Munster, were 
certainly condemned imjustly ; and Lord Muskerry 
would have shared the same fate, had not a crowd of 
English settlers come forward, to bear grateM testi- 
mony to the protection which he had a^orded. In 
Ulster, the only victim was Sir Phelim O'Neill,, who 
had been the first to take up arms, and whose tu<^ 
multuous followers were the perpetrators of the ex^ 
cesses on which the tale of the pretended Irish mas* 
sacre was founded. Nothing in the life of this un- 
• fortunate chieftain was so honourable as its termina- 
tion. He was repeatedly offered pardon and restor- 
ation to his liberty and estate, if he would produce 
any material proof, of his having received a com- 
mission from the King for his insurrection ; but he 
affirmed, to the last hour of his life, that he never pos- 
sessed any such authority, and preferred death to the 
propagation of an unjust calumny. 

It must be confessed, that the truth of this anecdote 
is rather questionable. It was origimily narrated by a 
Protestant clergyman after the Restoration, when it 
was considered a matter of policy to malign the dia^ 
racter both of the Irish and the Parliamentarians; 
and this story fixes on one the stain of forgery, and 
on the other subornation of perjury. That Sir Phe- 
lim forged a commission from the King, and affixed 
to it a seal taken from a patent of Lord Charlemont's, 
is certainly possible ; but how are we to account for 
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the £sKt, ikut none of the Charlemont family knew 
any thing of such an occurrence, and that, when Dr 
Leland applied to the Earl of Charlemont, he found 
that he had no patent in his possession answering to 
the ^^soription ? That the Parliamentarians widied 
to diBCover some proo& of the share that Charles was 
supposed to have in the Irish insurrection, cannot he 
doubted ; and assuredly they had good reasons to 
suspect him of secret participation. The character 
of the ^^ royal martyr ' for duplicity and &lsehood 
was unfortunately too notorious ; and the transac- 
tions with Glamorgan ^y prove, that if he did not 
stimulate the confederate Ci^olics to take up anns, 
he at least wished them success. On that occasion 
also, he showed that his solenm declarations in pub- 
lic were not unfrequently at variance with his pri- 
vate transactions. But, even on, the evidence of the 
nanators themselves, the anecdote contains a vindi- 
cation of the Puritans ; &r they only promised life 
to O'Neill if he produced tangible evidence of the 
King's suspected parti(^ation, not, as has been in- 
sinu^ed, if he merely consented to bring forward the 
diarge. 

T^e disposal of the forfeited estates was the next 
object that engaged the attention of the English par- 
Hainent. They determined that these should be dis- 
tributed accor^g to the provisions of the Act (17. 
Charles I.), conunonly called the Adventurers' Act, 
which had been passed at the commencement of the 
civil war. This statute provided, that the lands of 
those who were in arms should be distributed 
amongst such persons as should advance money, and 
become adventurers in the reduction of Ireland. Two 
miUions and a lialf of acres were to be assigned and 
allptit^d in the Sallowing proportions ; viz. each ad- 
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venturer of L.200 was to have 1000 acres in Uls- 
ter; ofL.dOO, 1000 acres in Connaught; ofL»450> 
1000 acres in Munster ; and of L.600, 1000 acres 
in Leinster, according to English measure. And 
out of these lands, was to be paid a yearly quit-rent 
reserved to the crown, viz. one penny per acre in 
Ulster, three hal^nce in Connanght, twopence &r-^ 
thing in Munster, and threepence for Leinster. And 
by the act, every person within three months after 
receiving his allotment, that should have 1000 acres 
in Leinster, 1500 in Munster, 200|0 in Connaughty 
or 3000 in Ulster, was to have power to erect a 
manor, with a court baron and a court leet, and all 
other privileges belonging to a manor^ and with deo- 
dands and fi^tives* goods, &c. 

In die year 1653, preparations were made to put 
this act into execution, and an ordinance was issued 
for the satis&ction of the adventurers and soldiers. * 
By this decree, the forfeited lands in the counties of 
Limerick, Tipperary, and Waterford, in the province 
of Munster; the King's and Queen's Counties; 
East and West Meath, in the province of Leinster ; 
Down, Antrim and Armagh, in the province of 
Ulster ; togedier with the county of Louth, if neces- 
isary, except the barony of Atherdee, were to be 
chaurged with the money advanced by the adven- 
turers and the arrears of pay due to the soldiers, «e- 

* « In this transaction tiiote of theanny showed gxeat parti- 
ality, by confining the satisfiiction of arrean only to such $» 
were in arms in August 1649, which was the time when tlie 
English army commanded by Lieutenant-General Grmnwetl 
arrived in Ireland ; and though the hardships endured by tboae 
who were in arms befi>re had been much greater, yet notiiing 
eould be obtained but such a proportion of lands in the county 
of Wicklow and elsewhere, as was not sufficient to clear the 
fiBurth part of what was due to tiiem. "— Xwflov, ii. 44L . . 
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cording to t^e rates before mention ed^ and to be di- 
vided between them by baronies, moitively by lot ; 
and for the satisfisMition of the arrears of the forces 
there, who should be immediately disbanded, seve- 
ral other proportions of forfeited lands were set out, 
ps^culariy the lands beginning at one mile from the 
tc^ of Sligo, and so winging upon the coast, nor 
aiove foiir miles distant from the sea, which was 
(JsHed ^h Mile Line. 

^' Commissioners were appointed for putting this 
/Ordinance into execution ; for taking a survey of the 
forfeited lands, and appointing a court for receiving 
and hearing claims ; and by the instructions given 
to the commissioners, the second and third classes of 
Irish above mentioned, who forfeited one third or 
two thirds of their estates, were to be transplanted 
into the province of Connaught, and the county of 
Clare, for the proportions to be Plotted them, ex- 

Sthe mile line ; which line was intended to cut 
he communication of the Irish with the sea, as 
the Shaqnon was to cut them off from the rest of the 
Idngdom. 

Commissioniers of delinquency, accordingly, sat 
at AtUone, to determine the qualifications of Pa- 
pists ; and upon their decrees, other commissioners 
^o sat at Loughrea, arranged the transplantation. 
Mffliy of the Irisli gentry did not take out their de- 
crees, and the transplantation was not completed at 
^e Restoration ; although all the lands of the Catho- 
lics weie seized and sequestrated, and the surveys were 
b hind actually taking ; and being thus seized and 
isquestrated, they were, by the Act of Settlemept» 
ivested in the crpwn. 

' The distribution of the greater part of Ireland thus 
nade by Uie Qomwelliaosy w^ nearly as compktq 
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as that of Canaan by the Israelites ; the example by 
which the Puritans declared that they were directed, 
and believed that they were justified. The princi- 
pal suflPerers were th^ Anglo-Irish nobility, who were 
now plundered of their broad lands with as little ce- 
remony as their ancestors had used to the native in« 
habitants. A new and strange class of proprietors 
took the place of the ancient aristocracy, and preserv- 
ed their acquisitions under every succeeding change.. 
The Irish, at the close of this civil war, and after- 
wards, after the Revolution, resigned their country 
and their estates with wondrous readiness, and sought 
an asylum in foreign lands. But the Cromwellians 
clung to the land which they had obtained, even un- 
der the most unfavourable circumstances, and shoW'* 
ed that they, in some degree, merited their new ac- 
quisitions, by the resolute firmness they displayed in 
', flieir defence. They were, for the most part, men 
of low origin, and mean education ; but enthusiasm 
gave them a stem dignity of character, whidi must 
command a certain share of respect. That the act 
which gave them the lands of the kingdom was ah 
imparalleled public robbery, and the most atrocious 
instance of unprincipled spoliation recorded in any 
history, nobody can question. Few, however, fdfe 
any scruples at the period ; the country, they deem- 
ed, was theirs by right of conquest — a right which 
they supposed to give them absolute authority ova: 
die lives and properties of the vanquished. The 
sufferers were Papists, and they had been taught to 
look on them as idolatrous blasphemers, whose pu- 
nishment was an acceptable service in the sight of 
heaven. There were some, however, whose con« 
sciences were not deluded by this miserable and Mas- 
phemous sophistry. Several of the soldiers restored^ 
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Uneir lots to the ordinal proprietors for a trifling con- 
sidenition, or generously bestowed it as a presents 
Others sold their lots to their officers ; and the writer 
has fre({uently seen the muster-rolls of the troops that 
has assigned their grants to their captains, gratuitous- 
ly, or £)r a trifling recompense. Tradition, in many 
instances, records, that the officers married the heir- 
esses of the estates which they had been granted. 
And this is not improbable ; for so many of th^ no* 
bUky and gentry had either fallen in the war, or gone 
into exile, that die right of inheritance must, in count- 
less instances, have vested in females. 

The land, however, seemed likely to be useless for 
want of cultivat(N*s. The Cromwellians had shown 
little mercy during the war, and massacred the wretch- 
ed peasantry by thousands ; others, they had trans- 
ported as slaves to the plantations ; numbers, as we 
have already seen, had entered into the service of 
foreign potentates. * The design of shutting up the 
miserable remnant in Connaught was laid aside ; they 
were kept as bondsmen and slaves to the new pro- 
prietors ; and treated as the Gibeonites had been by 
Joshua. The Cromwellians ruled their wretched 
serfe wid) a rod of iron : they looked upon them as 
an inferior species, a degraded caste, with whom they 

* The peasants themselves resigned all hopes of life when 
they fell mto the hands of the Puritans. The following anec- 
dote, related by Ludlow in his Memoirs, will probably suggest 
reflections diffnent from that made by the narrator. ** Being 
OB my march on the other aide of Nenagh, an advanced party 
found two of the rebels, one of whom was killed by the guard 
before I came up to them ; the other was saved : And being 
brought before me at Portumna, and I asking him if he had a 
Hmid to be hanged? he only answered, If you pleate f — so ob- 
gliBMBly stupid were many of these poor creatures."-— Zikflov, 
Ml i. 392. 
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could not feel sympathy. The very name of hkh 
was with them and their descendants wk expresskm 
of contempt, associated with ideas of intellectual and 
moral degradatjon. The peasants were forbidden to 
leave their parishes without permission ; and stdc^ 
prohibited fi-om assembling K>r religious worship^ or 
on any other purpose. The Catholic dergy were, 
ordered to quit the country, under pain of death ; 
and it was declared a capital offence to celebrate 
mass, or perform any of the ceremonies of Romish 
worship. Still, there were a fiiithful few vdio Ikigier- 
ed near their beloved congregations, and, in spite* of 
the fearful hazard, afforded their fiotks the consola- 
tion of religion. They exercised their ministry in 
dens and caves ; in the wild &stnesses of the moun-* 
tains, and in the deserted bogs. The CromwelliaQS 
learned that the abominations of Popery were still 
continued in the land^ and employed blood-hounds to 
track the haunts of these devoted men. During the 
ktter part of the seventeenth, and the early piot of 
the eighteenth centory, pnest4iunting was a £Kvouiite 
field sport in Ireland. 

The character of the rude soldiers was soon 
changed by the possession of property. Eotluidi- 
$sm did not become- extinct, but it was strangely 
mixed with more than an ordinary share of woddly 
prudence. This was ^t evidenced by the readiness 
with which the Irish army concurred in CromwelTs 
usurpation. Originally the most hostile to his de- 
signs, they suddenly discovesed that his success was 
essential to the security of their new posseask^M, 
and they willingly exerted themselves to ihvest him. 
with despotic power. Ludlow, who was a consist-, 
ent republican, would have made some reaistaaeey 
but found himself totally unsupported ; and whe» 



Digitized by Google 



CIVIL WARS OF IAXLAND« 63 

Haniry CmeaweU* came over to sound iht feelings of 
the 8oldi«rs, he found the great majority zeidously 
jrttached to his father's interests. 
' The onginal Cromwellians were as mndi opposed 
to die church of England as to the church of Rome. 
JhpehKjy was, in their view, an abomination second 
only to Papacy; and they turned the established 
d&gf out of the churches without scruple. Many 
1^ them set up conventides in different parts oi the 
country, some of which remain to this day ; others 
becnne Quakers ; and others adopted some non-de- 
sc^t form of worship, from the thousand and one 
•eets that sprui^ up in England during the excite- 
ment of the civil war. The rigid and ascetic prin- 
citdes of these fanatics soon yielded to the influence 
01 pn^perty, and ^e. enlivening effects of a genial 
ciixnate. Though traces of the '* old covenanting 
leaves" may s^ be found in the Protestantism of 
Ireland, it is certain that rigid morals and severe 
manners soon disi4}peared. In the reign of Charles 
IL, the Cromwellians found an alliance with the 
church necessary for their interests, and quiddy laid 
jBsdde ^ir scruples, and their dr^d of Episcopacy. 
As new generations arose, the alliance between ^ 
estaUished church and the descendants of the Puri- 
tans became closer, and both joined in compelling 
the peasantry to pay lor the support of the church. 
But the Cromwellians, though liberal enough with 
ike tithes of the cultivators, were by no means in« 
^med to pay any^ thing out of their own pocket.; 
and when the parsons applied for the tithe of agist- 
ment, which fell exclusively on the gentry, th^ 
were suddenly stopped by a vote of the Irish par- 
.lian^nt, which dedared that such a demand was de- 
«tnictive of the Pcotestant interest ^ and this vote 
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had all the effect of an act of the L^slatoie down 
to the time of the Union, when it was sanoticmed 
by a positive law« and fonned part of the bribe paid 
to the country gentlemen for sanctioning that mea^ 
sure. Even during the Protectorate, we find many 
of the l^uritanical pamphlets complaining of ^e '^ saa 
falling-off among the brethren of Ireland ; " but he* 
fore half a century had been completed, the i^>08-» 
tasy was perfect, and the English sectarians c^sed 
to regard the Irish Protestants as possessing any 
share of that sanctity for which the original Level- 
lers were so remarkable. ^^ I have eaten with them^ 
drank with them, played with them, fought with 
them — but I never prayed with them, " is the de- 
scription given of the children of those Puritans 
who had settled in Ireland, by an English visitor^ 
descended himself from the saints of Cromwell, bat . 
unfortunately perverted by the sinners of a later g^ ' 
neration. 

The administration of justice was established on 
very simple principles ; for the coiuts generally je<» 
sembled those of a Turkish cadi, where the presi- 
dent is at once judge and jury. It is not, however, 
true, as has been asserted by some zealous Irishmen, 
that Cromwell systematically laboured to corrupt the 
Bench. He certainly appointed several judges who 
were scarcely fit to hold the situation of tipstaff in 
their own courts ; but to this he was forced by ne- 
cessity, rather than inclination. The Irish Bar was 
of very limited extent, and its members were all de* 
voted to the Royal cause. The English lawyers, 
indeed, frimished many devoted partisans of Pailia* 
ment ; but they could not be persuaded to accept si-* 
tuations in a country which Uiey looked upon as ^ a 
howling wilderness. '* Donnegan, a man who, like 
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Sb Mstthew Hides in England, had forced respect 
from his political adversaries, was. offered the .situa^ 
tion of Chief-Justice ; but he preferred an honour* 
Me poverty to holding office under a usurper. The 
ftct, however, of such an offer having been Biade, 
proves, that the Protector was not anxious to cor* 
nipt the fountains of justice. The presidency of 
the courts in Munster was given to John Oooke, 
who had been employed as Solicitor-General (or the 
Parliament on the trud <^ Charles I. ; and never did 
a more upright man sit on the Bench. He was 
btoged as a regicide after the Restoration ; but. his 
memory is still hallowed in the traditions of the pea- 
santry, and his posterity still reap the fruits of his 
virtues^ in die respect shown to his descendants. 

Cromwell intrusted the government of Ireland to 
his son Heniy, and a wiser choice he could not have / 
made. Under his administration, the soandalous 
peculation of the commissioners of the forfeited es^ 
t&tes was repressed, the violence of the soldiers xe* 
strained, and legal protection afforded to the pea^ 
santry. The Lord-deputy made a tour throu^ the 
i^nd, and formed a just estimate of its natural ad- 
vantages. He was particularly struck with the fine 
harbours and noble bays on the west coast, which 
ofibrd so many fecilities for commerce, but which 
still remam neglected. He devised several bene&tal t 
fhns for rendering the great resources of Ireland ' 
available; but, before any steps could be taken for 
their accomplishment, the Protector died; and a 
new revolution removed Henry from a situation 
idiich he had filled with equal mt^rity and ability. 
If is honourable to the character of Henry Crom- 
well, and the officers of the Irish army, that they 
Yrere deeply impressed with the necessity of encou- 
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nging learning. They purchased, at their own ex^ 
pense, the magnificent library of primate Us^er^ 
whidi his heirs were about to sell by auction, and 
kept it for a second college, which they intended to 
found in Dublin ; Imt, after the Restoration, this, 
with many other uselul projects, was laid aside, and 
this valuable collection transferred to the library of 
Trinity College. 

The Protector has the merit of having first pro^ 
jected the union of the Irish and English legisla- 
tures. In his '* Instrument of Government," it was j 
provided, that Ireland should be represented by / 
thirty members in the Imperial Parliament; bu^ 
unfortunately, he never put the plan into execution ; 
and his successors were not s^isible of its advan* 
tages. In fine> the Ciomwellian administration may 
£gurly challenge a comparison with the best of those 
by which it was preceded, and with many of tho^ 
that followed, so fiir as the supreme government was 
eoncemed ; but the local magistracies were, of Be-« 
eessity, intrusted to men wholly unfitted for respon- 
sible situations. There are n6 materials for a his- 
tory of Ireland under the Ph>tectorate. The Puri- 
tans were not a literary people, and were too mvtuik \ 
occupied in securing their new estates to write. The ' 
lew sketches given have been chiefly derived firom 
cotemporary pamphlets, from collections of old let- 
ters preserved by a few &milie8, and from tr^tion. 
It would have been easy to have drawn the picture 
in darker colours, and to have added traits of fero-> 
eious fimatidsm, sometimes ludicrous and sometimes 
disgusting ; but the exposure of the follies, of reU- 
gious enthusiasm may be easily confounded with at- 
tacks* on religion itself— may ofiend th^ sincerely 
pious, and furnish new weapons of atfock to the 
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pro&ne. We have therefore touched these subjects 
as lightly as possible. Perhaps, howeTcr, enough 
has been said to enable the reader to iona some idea 
of the Cromwellian aristocracy, which, until very 
lately, under the title of the English party, or '^ the 
Protestant ascendancy, *' monopolized ihe govern- 
ment of Ireland. 

On the death of Oliver, Richard Cromwell be- 
came Lord Protector, and, though ably supported 
by his brother, soon felt the rdns of government 
slipping from his hands. After his resignation, the 
fiarliament, dreading the abilities of Henry Crom- 
well, determined to remove him from the govern- 
ment, and, imagining that he would make a struggle 
to preserve his authority, sent over Sir Hardress 
Waller, with orders to surprise the castle of Dublin. 
But Henry Cromwell was too wise and too good to 
enter into any contest for the possession of power. 
He at once resigned his office, and retired to a small 
house in the Phoenix Park. With such little re- 
gard to his own private interest had this upright 
man administered the government, that he was de- 
tained some time, by the want of a sufficient sum to 
pay the expenses of his passage to England. The 
new government had scarcely been installed, when 
an unexpected revolution occurred^ which terminated 
In the restoration of the Royal authority, under cir- 
cumstanoes that can scarcely be paralleled in the an- 
nals of any age or nation. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Restoration.'-^ The King*8 Declaration. 

A. D. 1660. — It has been already stated, that the 
Irish Puritans, after being raised from the rank of 
mercenary soldiers to that of rich landed proprietors, 
began to display more wisdom and prudence than is 
usually found connected with enthusiasm. Several 
of the. leaders became convinced, that their darling 
scheme of a republic was no longer practicable ; and 
though they had formerly denounced monarchy as 
inconsistent with the sovereignty of the Deity, they 
began now to discover that regal authority was ne- 
cessary to the completion of their security. At the 
head of this party was Lord Broghill, a nobleman 
who had only joined Cromwell from private motive's, 
and who seemsi under all circumstances, to have 
preserved his attachment to monarchy. * During 

* The following anecdote is related very «ircimistantiidly 
by Morrice, a historian of som? authority. From some oi his 
friends in the exiled court, Brogliill learned that Charles ad- 
mired the personal charms of the Lady Fi-ances, Cromwell's 
daughter, and was by no means averse to an alliance with her. 
Having obtained the King's permission to sound the Protector 
on the subject, Broghill communicated the matter to Crom- 
well's wife and daughter, and then caused a rumour of it to be 
spread abroad in London. Soon after he presented himself tt» 
Cromw^ and being asked, « What news in the dty ? ^' afi«r 
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the King's exile,. he maintained a confidential corre- 
spondence with Ormond and others of the royal 
council, and used all his influence with Cromwell to 
procure feivour and protection fix)m the Cavaliers. 
His first associate was Coote, the most unprincipled 
and sanguinary of the Parliamentary leaders ; but 
though his hands were still red with the slaughter 
of the King's friends, Coote entered into the scheme 
of restoration with a violent zeal, which threatened 
to ruin the plot by precipitating the attempt. The 
conspirators were soon joined bv Lord Montgopieiy, 
£fo Theopfailus Jones, Sir Oliver St George, Sir 
Audley Mervyn, and other distinguished Puritans ; 
bat the suspicions of the Parliamentary Commiso 
doners were awakened, and Broghill was subjected 
to a strict examination. His profound dissimula- 
tion saved him. He denounced monarchy as a 



•flBCted del&y, replied, " every one reports that yoa ace 
about to give your daughter Frances to the King. *' — « Well,'* 
asked Cromwell^ " and what do the fools tlmik of it?" — 
« All like it, and I think it the wisest thing you can do, if it 
can be accomplished. ** Cromwell, who had first looked upon 
Ihe matter as a jest, now began to view it in a more senous 
1^^ aad asked, « Do you really think so too? " Broghill 
availed himself of the opening, and urged the measure by some 
very powerful reasons. Cromwell heard him with great at- 
tention ; and when he had concluded, paced the apartment in 
silence, obviously agitated by violent «motions. At length, 
tuning to Broghill, he said, " The King would never forgive 
me the death of his father. '* Broghill was afraid to confess 
that he had already commenced a negotiation ; but he promised 
te u»e every exertion to eflTect a reconciliation. Cromwell, 
however, still repeated, <^ The King cannot, and will not ioT" 
give 4iie death of his fiither. " Broghill thu^ retired, and hav- 
ing inibrmed Cromwdl's wife and daughter of his fiiUure, beg. 
ged diat they would exert their influence ; but the despair bf 
obtaining sincere forgiveness rendered the Protector deaf to 
thar r^DMttraaoet nd entreatiet. 
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** rnindus wickedness ; " averred that he Would itKHH* 
isr die than give '^ the Lord's heritage to stcangers ;** 
and was scarcely dismissed when he prepared tor the 
instant execution of his designs. The towns which 
had so opportunely revolted to Cromweil, were now 
the first to declare for Charles. He was ^odaimeil 
at Youghal, Bandon and Kinsale, amid the loudest 
acclamations. Galway was secured by Coote, and a 
sudden attack gave die confederates possession of 
Dublin. Sir Hardress Waller, having been <ae4d 
the late King's judges, had reason to fear ^at this 
diange would terminate in his destruodon, and theoDe^ 
fore resisted it most obstinately ; but he was besieg* 
ed in the castle of Dublin, and being forced to sm*- 
render in a few days, was aent as a prisoner to Eng* 
land. Ludlow, on the first news of these evented 
hastened over to resume the government of Ireland 
and restore the Commonwealth ; but, when he arrived 
in <he bay of Dublin, he found that orders had been: 
issued for his arrest, and he therefore retired to Dun* 
canndn, the governor of which still continued fiuth* 
iiil to the Parliament. All the exertions, however, of 
this eealous republican were unavailing. The Crom?* 
Wellians were not to be diecked in their new careef 
of loyalty ; and Ludlow returned to London, where 
the equivocal proceedings of Monk had begun to 
give general alarm. 

A convention was summoned to meet in DtAlin ; 
and the King's declaration at Breda being presented 
to this assembly, it was received with the most. ta*> 
multuous joy. A present of twenty thousand poands 
to the King, ^ur thousand to the Duke c^ Yc«k^ aad 
two thousand to the Duke of Gloucester, was VotM 
by acclamation ; and Broghill's prudent proposal to 
make some conditions wi^i the new sovereign .wis 
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n^eeteJl. An i&viUifiioii to IrelaDd was seht to 
Ctinksy wfaidi would faav« been deoepted, but for th^ 
mm revoktdoit wbidi Monk effected in Ei^and* 
6ii tke 29th of May, Cfaades was restored to ^ 
Atone of fais ancestors ; and the Britiiiii common* 
weai^ ceased to extsk 

lite condition of Ireland at the Restoration was 
the mo8t'extra(»dinary possible. The old inhabitants 
/ and the new adventurers, the Catholics and the Pro- 
testMrts, hated each other most cordially ; and dieare 
was searcdy less animosky between the different 
sects into idiich the Protestants were divided. The 
Catholics were naturally the most impatient. They 
hoped now to recover the estates which they had lost 
by their fidelity to the monarch that had been just 
restored ; and ^ose who had been declared innocent 
hf Cromwell, m&e foremost in demanding restore 
ation iji ^iheir property. A few more violent than 
tke rest did not wait for tedious forms of law, and 
at once ejected the intruders ham their lands ; and 
iiam affDfded their enemies a pretext, of which they 
wet» voi slow in avaiing themsdves. The cty of a 
nent rebellion was raised* Agents wi?re sent over to 
Ewlandy where every report un^ivourable to the 
ikmhwas &en received with peculiar avidity; and 
•adi was the efiect of the clamour, that in the act of 
indemnity, all who had at any time aid^d or abetted 
die Inih rebellion were expressly excluded. Another 
cAauae ^enacted,, that no estates disposed of by the 
Parliament or Ccmvention should be restored to the 
efe^nal proprietors ; and it was not without the fierc- 
eat^ oppcNaition that an exception was inserted of '^ the 
Biavqais of Oimond» and other Protestants of Ire- 
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liad MtaUished iii PoUin, rigbrously put iii fosee 
the most severe ordinances which had been issved 
against the Cadidics. They were not allowed to 
qijit their places of residence without special pert- 
mission. All assemblies of the gentry were strictly 
prohibited, and every e£Port made to prevent their 
electing agents to lay their just claims before the 
King. These arbitrary exertions were powerfully 
seconded by the English parliament^ anxiouftat om^ 
to retain its usurped authority over Ireland, and to 
preserve the support of a power&l body of adher^Ufl^ 
in case of any future contest with the crown. * The 
King had no sooner arrived in London, dian ad* 
dresses were sent up by both Houses of Parliam^ii; 
representing the dangers to be dreaded from the vio^ 
lence of certain natives of Ireland ; and Charles was 
obliged to issue a proclamation for . appreh^ing 
Irish rebels^ and for securing all adventurers a«d serf? 
diers in the possession of the lands they then heldi 
until legally evicted, or his Majesty, by advice of Pa^*> 
liament, should take further order therein. 

The case of the Irish Catholics has been so stiidt* 
y^ ously and atrociously misrepresented, that a hmei 
statement of the leading particulars is n^^essafjr. 
The imputed massacre of the Protestants has slwajs 
been the excuse urged for the extensive spoliation 
to which they were subjected ; and yet a moment s 
examination will suffice to show, that this massAcre, 
whether real or fictitious, has nothing whatever to 
do with the question. The murders that have been 
so oft^i mentioned, were all committed in the notth 
by the peo{^e of Ulster, before any of the confede* 
rate Catholics h^ taken up arms. The forfeited 
lands lay principally in Leinster and Munstef ;. an4 
their pfoprietots not only had no slharef iu the ^ll^ed 
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fttrocides, but denounced diem in the seyerest terras.^ 
The war of the confedejrates was in no sense of thti 
word a rebdlion. The Lords of the Pale took up 
arms to defend themselves, and the cause of their 
£ing and country, against the unprincipled Parsons^ 
and his vile supporters. During the entire contest, 
they professed. a zealous attachment to the royal 
cause, and were ready to support the King with their 
lites and properties. The war which had been pro-^ 
tracted by the artifices of Ormond, preyented them 
from giving Charles such efficient assistance in his con- 
test with the Parliament as they eagerly desired ; .but, 
after the peace, or rather truce of 1&46, they had sent 
aim aids both of men and money. Two solemn 
treaties, in 1646 and 164B, had been concluded be« 
tmeen them and their sovereign, by which they were 
promised security for their religion, liberty and pro- 
perty. In omisideration of these promises^ they had 
boldly maintained their sovereign's right against 
Cromwell, as long as they possessed the means of 
resistance, and rejected the authority of the usurper^ 
«ven after England and Scotland had acknowlec^ed 
■his away. The loss of their estates was, in &ct, tbe 
consequence of their desperate fidelity ; for they 
m^kt easily have secured them by early submission 
to tbe English Parliament. 

It. is doubtful, whether Charles had the power of 

* Tliis argument was answered, tben and since, by a most 
aBtounding example of '< the sophism of name." It was grave- 
if itrged, -lliat, as -some Irish Papists had committed murders, 
4dl JjoBh Pi^MSts were involved in the guilt, , and liable to the 
penalties. This convenient mode of arguing from individuals 
to claaaes, in spite of Aristotle, is not peculiar to Ireland ; but 
It certainly has prevailed there more extensively, and for a longer 
•tkaty than in any other country. The use of it, indeed> is not 
mmk yttdiacoati iniH ^ 
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doing justice to those men $— it is certttln, Aat iii 
had not the inclination. Onnond p«*soaded faini^ 
that the Puritans had unconsciously done hmi« giMfc 
service, hy estahlishing an English interest in Ire^ 
land, and accomplishing the &vourite -schema of ha6 
&ther and grandfather — an extensive plantotioiu life 
easily showed that ^e new proprietors woidd ive 
more subservient than the rightful owneis, as the 
existence of their property entirely depended on tiieir 
support of the government ; and proved how nnK^ 
more valuable were subjects ready to purchase &vour 
than those who possessed weighty claims on grati- 
tude. None of the Stuarts were reUiaricaMe'forpn- 
ferring principles to policy ; and Charles was trou« 
bled with fewer scruples than any of thern^ He saw 
that to act jiistly was a work of difficulty and daa- 
ger, and one in which virtue should be its own re- 
ward ; but an iniquitous course he knew to be sife 
and profitable, and his choice was instantly defoided. 
Though Charles had not yet become the pensioiier 
and hireling of France, he was in some di^r^ al- 
ready dependant upon the French King,^ wh^ achoo- 
cated the cause of the Irish Catholics. The Qaeeki- 
mother, and other influential personages, dao wwrt 
disposed to view them with favour ; and not a few 
of them, who had accompanied the King into exie, 
and served him feith^Uy under all calamities^ had 
personal claims on his regard. The Protestant offi- 
cers, who had served under Ormond previous to the 
peace, whom Cromwell had refused to pay, ckmour- 
ed for their arrears ; and the King w^ ferced, by.ir- 
resistible circumstances, to undertake the perplexing 
task of making some arrangement of the affairs^ of 
Ireland. Various plans were proposed and exanrated 
in the Privy CouUcil, and rejected as impttw<iwM<w 
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lilt Govaie3> indeed^ had reserved as a preliminary^ 
dnfrdie Cromwellians should be secured in their pos- 
atmaos ; and the only difficulty was, how the cliams 
cf others should be satisfied. At length, a scheme 
wis devised by Losrd Bro^iill, now created Earl of 
^Irrery, Sir John Clotwordiy, and Sir Arthur Mer- 
ryn, by which the Surfeited lands, not belonging to 
the CrcHQwellians, should be formed into a commcm 
m^o/ki horn which the innocent or meritorious Irish 
na^t be compensated, or reprised, as it was termed. 
Ghfloles en^ly embraced a pUn that promised to re«; 
litve him mm his embarrassment, and pid^hed his 
edehmled declaration for the aettUmento^ Ireland. 

The two first clauses of tliis deitdaration ctmfirm 
ibe adventurers and soldiers hi the possession of all 
kads, exc^t such as. had belonged to the church, 
viddch had been assigned them &r money advanced, 
or arrears jof pay. Officers who had served in tba 
royal armj b^ore June 1649, were to receive lands 
as a satisBction for their arrears, at the rate of twelve 
and sixpence in the pound, and an equal dividend 
of whatever should remain of their security. Pro* 
te8laiit% whose estates had been given to adventurers, 
ware to be restored, and the adventurers reprised, 
witfaov^ being accountable for the mesne profits. 
lanocent Papists were to be restored, and the per* 
aons ia possession of their land reprised ; but no 
Papist wi^ to be restored to an estate lying widiin a 
corporate towa, for it was deemed necessary to Iceep 
all the corporations in the hands of Protestants. 
iSttdi persons, hbweves, were to be reprised in the 
■eigfabousfaood. Pi^ists who had submitted to the 
Cbomweffian arrangement, and takoi lands in Con* 
■anght, wcare to be bound thereby, and not relieved 
4qm, dm om^ aat. Those who had joined liha 
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King in his exile, and served under his banner^' 
were to be restored to their estates, but not tmtil' 
the persons in possession had been reprised. Ad-* 
ditional grants were made to Ormond and InchiquiD, 
who had been restored to their estates by an act of liie' 
English piarliament. Grants of forfeited lands wei^' 
made to Monk, Duke of Albemarle, and some others ; 
and thirty-six of the Irish nobility and gentry, special- 
ly named as objects of his Majesty's peculiar &your^ : 
were ordered to be restored, on the same condi^ 
tions as those who had served under the royal* 
ensigns abroad. Those who had not. been as- 
signed lands in Connaught y^eie to be restored* 
first, and the rest in the ord^ c^ the establishment 
of their innocency. The settlement was to be con*' 
firmed by a Parliament, promised to be summoned' 
speedily, and acts of oblivion and indemnity to be^ 
then passed. His Migesty accepted, as a free gift 
from the adventurers and soldiers, half of their rent 
for two years, to be applied to his service, and that 
of eminent sufferers in his cause. Those who had 
contrived the seizure of the Castle 6f Dublin, and* 
all who had a share in the trial and execution of the 
late King, were excluded from the benefit of the 
declaration. Lands belonging to corporations were' 
to be rest(»red, and the possessors reprised. - 

The Protestant royalists complained bitterly of 'the- 
clause which sentenced them to receive cmly a com- 
position for their arrears, ^idiile the Cromwdliam, 
the enemies of die King, received friU payment.- 
They asserted, and not wiSiout justice, that his Ma- 
jesty had sacrificed his most finthfiil friends to his 
most inveterate enonies. The CatfaoHcs were, with 
as mud) reason, indignant at finding that the les^ 
tnddn of^their estates was tto be delayed undl' thos§-' 
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uLpogscsdon had been leprisecL But when thty 
fiaind thi^ the Couimlssionera^ executmg the de« 
clamtibn were men bound to the adventurers and 
soldiers by interest and inclination, and that the in- 
stmotions given to these Commissioners were framed 
in a spirit most hostile to the Irish, they were filled 
with melancholy apprehensions. The qualifications 
of . innocence ■ are supposed to have been framed 
l^ Ooaoiuii, and were studiously contrived to pre- 
vent any of that nation from obtaining a sentence gS 
acqnittaL 

No man was to be restored as an innocent Papist, 
who^ at or before the cessation of the year 1643, had 
been of the royal party, or lived within the quarters 
of the confederate Catholics, exoept the inhabitants 
of Coi^ and Youghal, who had been forcibly expell- 
ed from their habitations, and driven into the hostile 
Hnes by tlie fimatics th^ had settled in these towns* 
No man was to be deemed innocent, who had acn 
tivaly engaged in the confederacy before the peace of 
1648, 4ur who had adhered to the nuncio, the clergy, 
9r,the .papal power, in opposition to the royal autfao-, 
rity ; joc who, having been excommunicated for. his 
aiG&erence to that authority, had acknowledged him- 
self an offender, and obtuned . absolution* Who-, 
ever derived his title from persons guilty of these 
mnm^^-^oeoer claimed his estate on the articles 
i^peacCf and thus acknowledged his concurrence in 
th« rebellion — ^whoever, in the English quarters, 
had held oorre^ndence with the confederates, or 
sate in their councils, or acted under their commis- 
sion— -whoever employed agents to treat with any. 
Ibreim power for bringing forces into Ireland, or 
acted in such negotiations, or harassed the country 
^^ ** Toriesi **. (a ni^e given to the . independent 
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guerilla Mrties), be&jn the dcportiva of lk» ](Ehp» 
q^s of Ciaiincaxdey--*-were ail to be conaidetedm d/m^ 
peiate rebels, and inci^iable of restitutioii* 
. It is not necessary to contrast these doenmenfta 
with the indulgence ^own to the reptiUicans andr 
regicides, ii\ order to point out their monstrous ini4 
quity. No person, who has carefully read ^bm 
most prejudiced narrative of the ciiil war, can Ym* * 
sttate to confess that they exhibit an uttec dine*' 
gard of even the iq>pearance of justice^ The article ' 
that sentenced those to forfeiture, who had resided 
• within the lines of the confederates, waseqMcially 
remarkable; £or it was notorious that the Lords^us* 
tices would not permit the Catholic gentry to reside 
any where else, and had issued prodamatioBsbanisb* 
ing, on pain of death, all those ¥^o sought refuge la 
Dublin. V f, 

The parliament and the people of Eng^a^, oa 
the other hand, regarded the decUurations as too &• 
Tourable to the Papists I Taken individually, thnv 
is not on the earth a more noble and generous peo« 
pie than the English ; but, taken collectively, diero . 
are few that have committed grosser acts of national 
injustice. Appeals made to their pride, Aek pas*^ 
sion, or their prejudice, have frequently been found 
more e£Pectual than a calm address to their honomr 
or their generosity. It was the same in the free 
states of antiquity, and appears to be part of the 
penalfy paid for freedom. The Athenians plunder*^ 
ed the islands of the ^gean without scribe ; the 
Rmnans seized on the Ancian lands, without con* 
descending to produce the shadow of a Mm ; and 
the En^^i^ believed, ths^ in disposing of the lands' 
cli Irehmd, they gave away what was absolutely their; c 
own* The very peasants spoke of the country aa 



Digitized by Google 
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Ae AmnOBn war, they ttdked of cmr colonies ; and 
there was not one who did not feel himself elevated* 
khis own opinion^ by this Uncled participation in 
ttrereignty over another people. It was a^ a set- 
tled maxim, in what may be called the political eco- 
mamy of the day, that Ireland should be systematic \ 
cdHy depressed, in order to prevent her from becom* 
11^ afonnidable rival of Ei^land. Her great natu- 
raTresources, her fertile soH, her noble rivers, her ' 
capacions harbours, were viewed with jeakiusy and 
siispicioii, as means of securing future independ^ee, 
and raising her to an eminence that would eclipse 
the glory of her illustnous rivaL The Puritans pro* 
mised to avert this terrible consummation.. They 
o&red, if their ascendancy was secured, to crush the 
eneigies of Ireland, to render the bounties of Provi* 
dooee vnavaiEng, ta produce wretchedness where 
God had given j^nty, and to spread desolation 
whoe Nature had created a paradise. The English 
aceepted the offer ; and the Cromwellkns k^ Qieir 
promise to the letter. ^ 

A. D. 1661. — The nek parliament that met in 
Dublin was composed of the most heterogeneous 
materials. The House of Lords contained the shat- 
tered remnant of the ancient nobility—^ body pf 
men that might then challenge comparison with the 
l^oudest aristocracy in Europe. But the House of 
Connoons conskted of the soldiers and adventurers 
ytho had sebed on the corporations — ^men that had 
men- 'from the very lowest ranks, and were perfectly 
ign<muit of the most ordinary usages of civilized so« 
ciel^« The most whimsical and extraordinary anec- 
dottw. are traditionally told of the strange exhihitijona 
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made by ^se men as magistrates * and country 
gentlemen ; but they weri themselves perfectly un«^ 
conscious of their deficiencies. Spiritual pride and 
consummate impudence, founded equally on ignorance 
and self-si^ciency, brought them through all the. 
scrapes in which they were frequently involved, when* 
ever they came into contact with the crown or the Up* 
per House. One of the first objects that engaged the 
attention of the new parliament, was the restoration o£ 
^e Established Church, which, it was supposed, would 
encounter the most determined opposition. But Or«4 
mond, by whose advice the government was diiefiy 
directed, had a plan for overcoming the scruples of 
the Puritans, which was found of wondrous efficacy* 
He brought on the question of the church establish- 
ment prior to the consideration of the settlement xd 
estates ; and the Puritans, more careful of their new» 
lands than their old principles, cheerfully assented' 
to the revival of Prelacy and the Liturgy, the destnK> 
tion of which had been their primary object in taking 
up arms against their sovereign. With equal readi-^ 

* One, if for xrathing but its ingenuity, desefyes. to be. re- 
corded. A worthy magistrate, having occasion to write th^ 
Word << usi^, ** contrived to spell it without using a single 
^tter of the original word ; his improved orthography waft 
yowzitch. When some remarks were made on siaailar feats^ 
he averred, liiat « nobody could spell with pens made from the. 
<{ttills of Irish geese ! *' The following letter, ascribed to the 
■ame Worthy, is said to be still in existence. 

" Deer John, 

«I sind you 2 pups for your 2 sisters, wluch^re- 
2bitches. 

« I am, 
« Your brethren in the Lord, 

« X ♦ • • • M • • ■• * -^ 
« _M GMfle, June 9thy 1668. " > 



Digitized bv Google 



CIVIL -mmS OF IRELAND. 81 

1I68S, they concurred in censuring their own old* 
'^solemn league and covenant, " and in condemning 
dieir former oaths of association. Their next- pro-, 
ceeding was a curious sample of the kind of justioe^ 
diat the new ascendancy desired to establish*. They, 
Voted an address to the Lords-justices, that the term< 
should he adjourned, and the courts of law shut lip, 
in order ^ prevent the reversal of outlawries, and' 
ihe ejectment of adventurers or soldiers, before their, 
titles should t)e adjusted by statute. The House c^ 
Lords refuse^ at first, to assent to such an open 
violation of the constitution ; but they were finally 
persuaded to concur in the address; and the Lords- 
justices complied with the request. 

A few Roman Catholics had been returned to 
this parliament by the counties, and one or two 
boroughs that still retained their aflPections for the 
** old &milies. " The presence even of these gave 
great pain to the Puritans ; they believed themselves 
polluted by coming into contact with the idolatrous 
Pq>ists, and determined on their removaL A bill 
for imposing an oath of qualification was hastily pre- 
^led ; but it was unceremoniously rejected by the 
English privy council. They next attempted to ex- 
ckide them by a vote of the house, declanng that all 
the members should take the oath of supremacy, and 
receive the sacrament from the hands of the primate ; 
but the Lords-justices condemned the resolution aa 
an invasion of the Royal prerogative. This notable 
attempt to degrade a solemn ordinance of religion is 
the more remarkable, as the majority of those who 
voted for it were themselves at heart dissenters, and 
believed the sacraments of the church of England 
impure and undiristian. Disappointed in their ef- 
Ibits, the Puritans lost their temper, and exclaimed 
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violently against tbe unreasonable partiality of the 
government to Papists. With more prudence, they 
had recourse to a policy which, imder similar cir- 
cumstances, has been frequently found dfective in 
Ireland. They revived the rumours of plots and 
conspiracies, averred that the Papists were on the 
point of raising a new insurrection, and, by this 
means, contrived to cover the obnoxious party with 
additional odium, at a time that they had to contend 
with them for their estates. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Acts of Settkmeni and EafioMtim. 

Th% great business of the Irish pailiamait was, the 
Csniiation of an act for the settlement of the king<- 
dom, pursuant to the King's dedaration. In tne 
House of Connnons, it was resolved to adhere strict- 
ly to the terms of that instrument, which had been 
worded so as to exclude almost all the Irish ; but 
the Lords would by no means concur in such a de- 
termination. They naturally sympathized with the 
ancient gentry of the land, and felt indignant at see- 
ing their properties usurped by men of low exlrac- 
tioD, by whose vulgarity they were disgusted, by 
lAiose presumption they were subjected to amioy- 
anoe and insult. At the head of those who deter? 
mined to do something for the old proprietors, stood 
the Earl of Kildare, a nobleman possessing the old 
undaunted spirit of the Geraldines — strong in here- 
ditary power and historic name — ^fortified by exten- 
sive connexions — and supported by Oimond, now a 
Duke, whose proxy he hekL The principal objeoit 
to which the attrition of diis par^ was directed, 
was the eidaigement of the &ma for rqurisah. . It 
was found, that the commissioners had been guilty 
of the most scandalous pcactices in granting Aese ; 
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that they had rejected the claims of those whom the 
King had nominated, and those who served under 
his ensigns abroad) and shared the calamities of his 
exile, under pretence that there was no means of re- 
prising the present possessors ; and that they had 
dandestinely granted the lands allotted for reprisals 
to their particular friends. The Lords insist 
on a clause for the revocation of these fraudulent 
grants. 

Another and more important clause tended great- 
ly to diminish the claims of the adventurers. The 
English Parliament, not content with their lavish 
distribution of the lands of Irdand, by the 17th oi 
Charles I.,^ acted on what they called the Doubling 
Ordinance, This document declared, that who«> 
ever advanced one-fourth more than his original ad- 
venture, should have the whole doubled (m account, 
and receive lands as if the double sum had been ac- 
tually paid ; and that, if the adventurer refused to 
advance this fourth, any other person, on paying it, 
should reap the same advanti^, on repaying the 
adventurer the sum he had originally advanced ! 
Sir John Clotworthy, who had been lately created 
Lord Massarene, was a prime agent in procuring the 
enactment of this ordinance. He had, at the tiiBe> 
Purchased up the shares of several adventurers ; and 
he now zeidously contended, that the King was 
bound by the terms of the agreement* Kildare re- 
plied, that this ordinance could hot be considered oi 
the same validity as an act of Parliament ; that the 
money raised in obedience to it, had been used to 
pay the English army then fighting against the King ; 
and that it was absurd to require the sacrifice oi at 

* See the.conmumcementof this y6Ium«% 
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le&at dne hundred and fifty thousand acres, for which 
no ccmsideration whatever had been received. In 
fpite of Massarene's opposition, Kildare's clause, 
enacting that the adventurers should be satisfied only 
fer ^e money advanced, and no more, was carried. 
The heads of the bill were at length finally deter- 
mined. A copy was laid before the Lords-justices, 
and by them transmitted to England ; whither went 
also commissioners fi'om both Houses of Parlia- 
fii^it, and accredited agents, to plead the cause of the 
Irish Catholics. 

. London became now the scene of the intrigues by 
which the fate of Irish property was to be decided. 
The adventurers and soldiers raised a considerable 
sum of money to bribe the English council ; and 
the Irish House of Commons had secured the &vour 
of the Duke of Ormond, by voting him a present 
of thirty thousand pounds. A strohger ground of 
hope was the favour of the English people, now 
fully awakened to the importance of the contest, and 
more prejudiced than ever against the Irish and the 
Papists, by th^ mass of calumnies which, through 
the means of their numerous friends and relatives, 
the Cromwellians zealously circulated throughout 
England. The Irish had neither money nor friends ; 
nor did they atone for this deficiency by patience or 
prudence. Ormond, anxious to secure an interest 
with all parties, judiciously advised them to assume 
an humble tone, to appeal to the King's mercy, and 
to win favour by promises of friture submissive be- 
haviour. The Irish suspected the Duke's sincerity, 
and so far were perfectly right; but they rejected 
lus. advice, and spumed his assistance, in which they 
were decidedly wrong. With the fatality that mark- 
•ed all their 'm^as^reSi they chose, as their patron 
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feicliard TalbOl, afterwards Earl 6f Tyrconn^l; trfid 
had been a companion of the King in ex%, anil 
was a personal friend of the Dvke of Yoik, bttt whd, 
on this occasion, greatly overrated his own influence^ 
and that of his patron. The Irish rested ihelf 
claims upon right and justice. They contrasted 
their unshaken loydty with the conduct of those whd 
had brought their monarch to a sca^M^ and boldly 
claimed the fulfilment of the articles of peace that 
had been established in 1648. This demand wad 
utterly inconsistent with the scheme of establishing 
an English interest in Ireland, of which Charles de« 
clared himself the patron ; and the Irish, rightly ^t^ 
tributing this determination to the Duke of OrmondJ 
sent TsdDbot to remonstrate with him on the subject 
Talbot expostulated more like a soldier than a states^ 
man. He challenged the Duke to single combat; 
Ormond had no inclination to fight; he therefcMre 
complained to the Cotmcil. Talbot was instaiitiy 
committed to the Tower, and only released On mak-* 
ing humble submission. 

This was a bad omen for the Irish, and might 
have shown them the danger of lu-ging their claims 
with offensive vehemence. But they still persevere^ 
and thus displeased Charles, who looked upon everV 
concession made to them as an act of &ee grace ana 
fiivour, and offended the Privy Cormcil, many of 
whom were personally concerned in waging war t* 
gainst the late King. In the mean time, the popn* 
lar clamour against the Irish was increased by evert 
artifice that avarice and malignity could devise ; am 
as the English happened just then to 'labour under 
one of their periodical fits of insanity, they were 
easily made the dupes of designing men. Taleb lift 
most absurd were invented tad bdieved««-ealtiiiHnes 
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orA merely improbable^ but physically impossible, 

were not found too gross for public credulity. The 

Ge re&ted to-day, was simply repeated oa me mor- 

row» and met general credence : again it was proved 

£dse, and again as regularly proclaimed as a fact. 

Charles had formed his determination from the very 

beginning, and had only protracted the discussion in 

the hope x>f finding sonie reasonable pretext for dis* 

missing the Irish claimants. The Cromwellians saw 

his difficulties, and chance supplied them with the 

means of extrication. One of the agents appointed 

by the Irish was Sir Nicholas Plunket, who had 

taken an active part in the ruinous conferences at 

Jamestown, and whose name was actually signed to 

the tender of the crown of Ireland to the Pope. 

A . draft of this document, how obtained Heav^i 

only knows, was procured by the Cromwellian agents^ 

and laid before the council. Charles a£Pected in* 

donation and surprise to perfection. An order was 

made, that no further petitions ^ould be received 

from the Irish^ who had been already fully heard ; 

and Sir Nicholas Plunket was forbidden to appear 

in his Majesty's presence. The bill, including the 

severe quJifications of innocency, received the Royal 

sanction, and soon after passed both Houses of the 

Irish Parliament. 

The public history of this important transaction 
is not very intelligible. It is difficult to discover the 
reasons that induced the King to prefer the enemies 
of the royal authority to those who had been the 
most zealous friends of himself and his frunily. The 
dread of a new civil war, from the excited feelings 
of the English people, will scarcely accoxmt for the 
readiness with which he consented to the arrange- 
ment» though it; cerUiuly was a very influential mo- 
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tive ; and ihe scheme of efttablishing an English iav 
4erest io Irdaod, could have little channs iot a mch 
nardi whose entire reign showed an utter disregard 
0£ the interests of the nations that were cursed by 
such a ruler* We do not possess any secret . me^ 
moirs of the early part of this disgraceful reign ; and 
the private documents that have been collected are sq 
&l\^ with notorious £dsdK)ods, that we cannot plac^ 
confidence iA a single statement that they contain* 
Indolence, and an anxiety to put an end to perplex? 
ing contests, was probably the principal cause of his 
precipitate decision. * 

Besides confirming and extending the declaratioa 
and instructions, and providing for the a^^ointmoit 
of commissioners to hear and decide claims, the act 
provided for the restoration of all church-lands, and 
the estates of Trinity College. Power was given to 
the commissioners, during' seven years, to plant Pro* 
testant colonies on lands not restored; and they 
were granted full authority to erect another college, 
to be of the University of Dublin, to be called by 
the name of the King's College, to be endowed with 
estates of the yearly value of L.2000, and to be go* 
vemed by such statutes as his Majesty should 4p* 
point* The two latter clauses havCf ever i^inca, n* 
mained a dead letter. 

The Act of Settlement was received with indig* 
nation by all the parties interested in its operati9|i^ 

* Some oi the Protestant historians gravely assign an ih^ 
causS) and the justification of the King^s robbery and ingrati- 
tude, thiit, " being a Protestant King, he could not trust 
Papist subjects ; ** and many yean have not dapaed sfaiM mtA. 
tn argument would have been deeqacd cvnclusiye. Bvjt^ vf^^ 
fortunately for this rMHwning, Chaxles was, at the tiipea afocrl^y' 
a Papist himsd^ 
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aiid by Dcne witk fiercer ang^r than ^e adveiitarem 
and soldiers, for whose interests it best provided* 
l^e number of the Irish ndbility and gentry nomi* 
nated by the King to be restored in fuB, as objects 
of special &vour, had been ina*eased> which the Pu« 
ritans deemed aft unpardonaUe partiality to " the 
Popish interest, " as they expressed it, though seve* 
ral oi the nominees were Protestants. The restorax 
tion of cburch-|Hrbp^y was scarcely less offensive to 
nien who, in their secret souls, detested prelacy as 
nmeh as papacy. And finally, die dause enacting, 
that no adventurer should be satisfied for more money 
than he had leafly advanced, in the language of 
Hotfipur, 

■ ** comes me cranking in. 
And cuts me from the best of all my land, 
A huge half nioon, a monstrous eantle out. " 

The roydist Protestant officers fi)und their secu* 
tky greatly diminished by some clauses of ^e act, 
ei^pe^ally by several large grants which were made 
lo the Earl of Leicester and others. Th& Irish 
Cstholics e<Hn|^ned loudly and justly that they had 
not been heard fully before the Council, and that 
tl^r agents had not be^ consulted in framing the act 

The only person capable of m^maging .the oorapli- 
catad i^faifs of Irdand was the Duke of Ormond, 
He bad been the chief instrum^it in bringmg about 
the dfm&mon and disarrangement which prevailed ; 
gx^ on him the task of restoring order necessarily 
4f^obGe4» He came over as Lord Lieutenant with 
iMUSual pompt and was received with great warmth 
by idl parties, tadk hoping thai he would be the ad* 
we«te ot their elaim& The commissioners appoint* 
ed'lo /coosidcr the qualificatioiis c^ innooency wM*f 
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Englishmen; they had been carefully selected cnp 
account of their attachment to the cftuse of Protest* 
ant ascendancy ; but they acted with more impar- 
tiality than the government either expected or de- 
sired. Rigorous as the qualifications of innocenc^ 
had been made, in the first month of trials thirty- 
eight were pronounced innocent, and only seven 
nocent ; in the second, seven were declared guiltyi 
and fifty-three acquitted ; in the third, seventy-seven 
were found innocent, and only five condemned. This 
was a result which nobody had anticipated. Or-* 
mond, who had devised the entire plan of the quali- 
fications and commissions, was confounded. The 
Cromwellians, fearing that their plunder was about 
to be wrested from their hands, boldly determined to 
take up arms. A committee of the officers who had 
served in Cromwell's army met to organize the 
scheme of a general insurrection, and laid a plan for 
seizing the Castle of Dublin. The House of Com- 
itions was in a violent rage at the probability of see- 
ing justice done to the Papists. They presented an 
address to the Lord Lieutenant, requiring him to 
make the qiialifications still more rigorous, and si^- 
gesting such alterations as would have involved the 
whole Irish party in one sweeping condemnation. 
The whole House, with Sir Audley Mervyn the 
Speaker at their head, went up with the address ; 
and Mervyn, on presenting it, made an inflated 
speech, fiill of dark hints and mysterious warnings. 
Ormond received the address very coldly, and gave a 
very unsatisfactory replyw Mervyn resolved to ap*^ 
peid to the public, and printed his speech. Its 
quaint style and figurative obscurity was well suited 
to the temper of the times, and the prejudices of the 
people ; and the government, dreading its effects^ 
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commenced prosecutions agabst the printers both in 
XfOndon and Dublin. The Commons, finding that 
their directions had not been adopted, passed a re- 
solution, declaring, " that they would apply their 
• utmost remedies to prevent and stop the great and 
inanifold prejudices and inconveniences which daily 
did, and were likely to happen, to the Protestants of 
Ireland, by the proceedings of the commissioners for 
^j^cuting the Act of Settlement. " 

Ormond feared that the Puritans would destroy 
their own interests, and determined to save them in 
8pite of themselves. He promptly arrested the prin* 
cipal leaders, and issued a proclamation, offering a 
jneward for the apprehension of those who had es- 
caped. But he did not venture to proceed with too 
much rigour against Protestant rebels ; a few were 
executed, the rest received the King's pardon. The 
firmness of the Lord Lieutenant awed the violent 
hction in the House of Commons ; they withdrew 
the obnoxious resolution, but at the same time they 
fient up an address, representing the danger arising 
£rom recusants, and from the confluence of priests^ 
fiiars and Jesuits ; and requested that a proclama- 
tion should be issued, banishing all Popish eccle- 
siastics from the kingdom. 

No less than four thousand claims were entered 
for trial before the commissioners ; and from the 
number that had already established their innocen<^ 
there was reason to oread that the Catholic pro- 
prietors would recover a large portion ^f their estates* 
jliis was evaded by a new contrivance. The time 
fi>r the sitting of the commissioners was limited to a 
certain number of days, during which only about 
one-fourth of the claims could be heard ; the court 
4bea closed, and was never opened afterwards* About 
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three thousand of the most ancient and respectahk 
Irish families were thus stripped of their property, 
without even the form of a tnal, without enjoying a 
privilege not revised to the meanest criminal, that of 
being heard in their own defence. They made strong 
and earnest supplications to the King for redress ; 
but Charles, in compliance with the advice of his 
councillors, refused to pay the slightest regard to 
their petitions. Of course, they were finally an^ 
hopelessly ruined. 

Every person was wearied out by the protracted 
discussions on Irish affairs : the uncertainty of their 
property, and the expense and trouble mitailed on 
them while affairs remained in this unsettled condi'- 
tion, made the contending parties desire any con^ 
elusion. The London adventurers offered to resign 
their lands to the King, and to account for the 
mesne profits, on c<mdition of being repaid their 
principd, with compound interest at three per cent. ; 
the adventcffers and soldiers offered to relax theif 
pretensions, in order to obtain a final settlement ; 
and the fund for reprisals was considerably augment* 
ed by the discovery of innumerable firainds, of which 
the commissioners had been guilty. They had given 
disproportionate satisfactions to their own Mend^ 
used admeasurements soandalou^ &]se, and returned 
some of the best land in the kingdom as barren and 
worthless. By the correction of these wrongs, a 
new and considerable addition was made to the stodc 
of reprisals; and, under these favourable circutti^ 
stances, orders were given to prepare the " Act <^ 
Expknation and FinS Arrangement." The 6|ily 
oonoession made to the Catholics whose claims had 
not been heard, was, that Onnond was permitted to 
nominate twenty out of |he three thousand to be i*^ 
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Cftored to their estates as objects of special &vour ; 
and even this grace proved so distasteful to those 
who made their zeal for Protestantism a cloak for 
their cupidity, that Ormond did not venture to pre- 
sent the bill to the House of Commons, until ht 
had procured the removal of some of the most vio- 
lent members. 

By the Act of Explanation it vras provided, that 
all lands and possessions vested in the King by the 
Act of Settlement, should be freed and discharged 
from all estates tail, and from all conveyances made 
before the iJ3d of October 1641, by any tenant in 
tail. Persons not theretofore adjudged innocent^ 
xjsere for ever barred from any daim. The ad* 
venturers and soldiers to be confirmed within two 
months* No adventurer, soldier, Forty^nine officer^ 
or Protestant purchaser in Connaught or Clare, be- 
fore the 1st of September 1663, in possession of 
lands restorable, to be removed, until he should have 
as much other forfeited land set out to him. All 
deficient adventurers to be satisfied in the same ba- 
rony or county. Protestant officers serving before 
1649 confirmed in lands not already decreed aviray 
by the commissioners. Protestant purchasers itom 
transplanted persons to hold two-tburds, and no per- 
son to be reprised above two-thirds. All lands vest- 
ed in the King, or restored by virtue of any deopees^ 
or by this or ibe foYmer act, subject to quitrents as 
in ibe former act, except the lands in Ulster, which 
were to tie thenceforth charged at twopence per acre; 
In case of doubts or defects arising or appearing in 
the acCy the commisaoners might, within two years 
afier iheir next sitting, acquaint the Lord Lieute^ 
nant and Council therewith ; and that such order of 
amendment or explanation as th^ should make ii> 
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wrimig within the said two years, and enroUedm 
Chancery, should be as effectual as if it were part of 
the act. 

In pursuance of this last clause, the commission-^ 
ers proposed certain doubts to the Lord hievAeanant 
and Council, and an explanatory order was issued 
which may be considered part of tne act* It declared^ 
that all estates and possessions which, on the 23d of 
October 1641, or at any time since, belonged to any 
Irish Papist, or which had been returned by the ci- 
vil survey or Down survey, as belonging to any Iiisb 
Papist, and which, at any time after the 2Sd of 0&« 
tober 1641, were seized or sequestrated, or vested 
in his Majesty, upon account of the rebellion, (est- 
cepting such estates as had been decreed to inno* 
cents, and belonged to them on the 22d of October 
1641, and excej^ing such lands as had been restored 
to the former proprietors, by some clause in the Acts 
of Settlement and Explanation, and excepting any 
lands for which some judgment or decree was held 
by a Protestant, in the late court, or pretended Court 
of Claims, or in any of the four courts before the 
22d of August 1663), shodd at all times thareafterv 
in the four courts sitting in Dublin, and in all courls 
of justice, and in all trials, actions and suits, both ist 
law and equity, as well between his Majesty and stay 
of his subjects, as between party and party, without * 
any further proof, should be always construed to have 
been seized, sequestrated, and, from the 2dd of Oo*^ 
tober aforesaid, forfeited to his Majesty, without any 
inquisition or office found, &c And it further de» 
clao'ed, that after the commissioners for executing the 
said acts have adjudged any of the said lands so vest- 
ed in, or forfeited to his Majesty, to any person oi\ 
persons who, by said acts, are ^titled theieunt(V«iid; 
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ltltaa*pal;ffiit should be thereon passed, the rights^ 
Utiesr and intere^y o/* all persons 'oohatsoever, moho 
had been adjudged innocent^ as tveU such as ivere 
Pratesta^Os as Paptsts, * should be thereby con- 
cluded and barred for ever^ other than such rights 
and titles as should be reserved in the letters-patent^ 
and suoh rights &s are the proper act of the party, to 
whom such letters-patent shall be granted, or of those 
oader whom he claims as heir, executor or adminis* 
toator, and other than such debts, leases or payments^ 
«hereunto the same are, by the said act, made liable* 
It is also povided, that the said lands, &c in the 
aaid letters-patent contained, should be by the said 
acts confirmed, according to the several estates there* 
by granted, against the King, and all other persons 
or bodies poUtical or corporate. And finally, that aQ 
adiF^Dturers and soldiers, their heirs and assigns^ 
diould have and enjoy an estate of inheritance in fee- 
ttnmle, in such lands as should be certified to belong 
to them, unless some lesser estate should be therein 
e^ressly limited ; and that in case such lesser estate 
sbould be so limited, the party should be reprised out 
of other lands, so as to make up his other two-third 
parts, by the said acts intended to him, equal in 
worth and value to others, who should have estates 
m ^-simple certified and granted to them. 

Such were the Acts of Settlement and Explana- 
tion, whose importance was not overrated by Sir 
Audley Mervyn, when he called diem the " Magna 
Charta of Irish Protestants. " But what were taty 
to the Catholics ? What, to the Irish nation ? At 

* This apparent impartiality was a mere delusioii ; far no 
Protestant was reqoired to establish his qualifications of inno- 
tencf, as appears from the King's declaration and instructions 
ffiiitod in & imoedinir nailw. 
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least two-thirds of the land in the entire country 
changed masters. The new proprietors felt comsci-* 
Otis that their claims were not founded in strict jus** 
tice, and were tormented with a sense of insecuritj ; 
they looked upon the natire Irish as their natural 
enemies, and dreaded every hour some new attempt 
for the recovery of the forfeited estates. This dread 
of resumption existed vrithin our own memory ; and 
the probability that opening political power to the 
Catholics would lead to a claim for the restoraticm 
6f property, was by no means a weak argument 
against the concession of Catholic emancipation* 
That these acts had no foundation in justice, is evi- 
dent. That they were inconsistent with sound po- 
licy, is almost equally dear : they caused Ireland to 
retrograde in every thing that gives a nation value ; 
they made her a drain on the wealth of England, 
when, from her natural resources, she might have be<« 
come a source of additional wealth and security : 
diey spread through the country a feeling that die 
Ei^^h are the inveterate enemies of Ireland, whidiy 
though it never was perfectly just, and has long since 
lost even die semblimce of justice, b not yet totally 
eradicated. It is difficult to make atonement for 
narional injuries deep and long continued. The 
evil extencb over the entire sur^ce of society : the 
good will only be felt, or at least appreciated, by a 
few individuals. 

The guilt of the Stuarts in thus abandoning to 
ruin innocent men to whom they were bound by 
every tie of honour and gratitude, did not go un- 
punished. James II. suffered for the crimes of his 
brother as well as for his own follies. If the Crom- 
wellian party in Ireland had sunk into the same ob»i 
scurity as their brethren in England, there wouU 
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probacy btve be«n no te^tHMace to the dttp^tism 
of t&e Stuarts : James might have kept his throne, 
and England lost its constitu^n. But the itise 
dispensations of Providence in this instanoe, as in 
countless others, produced universal good from par- 
^ evil. The reformed rdigion and the civil liber- 
ties of Europe^ depended then on the preserval^n <€ 
€ieedom in Engknd ; and, but for the stroi^ suj^pofC 
that the English patriots possessed in the Cromwd^ 
lian settlement, they probably would have failed in 
the contest. Ireland alone paid the price by whiok 
European Mfoeities were pmrcmased, thoi^ she reap- 
ed litUe advantage ttovk their blessings. 

The conduct of the Di:^e of Ormoftd in the^ 
transactions has been the theme of unmeastHred praise, 
and equally unmeasured censure. Yet is there no 
point of fact at issue between his advocates and hib 
ot^nents. If, for the sake of establishing a Pro- 
testant interest in Ireland, it was lawful, and even 
{iraiseworthy, to commit tieachery, fraud, and uni^ 
versal robbery, dien may we join in all the euk>» 

E'ums that have been heaped upon him ; but if the 
tst end cannot sanctify the worst means — H Man^ 
inon and Moloch be unworthy dlies to the eaose of 
pure religion—then must we condemn him as tme 
who sacrificed upright princi{^e to questionaUe pol^ 
ey, and was guilty of atrocious evil to effect a doubt- 
ful good. The most instructive commentary on Im 
conduct is the simple &ct, that, before the civil war, 
his estates only yielded him about L.7000 per an- 
num ; but, aA;er the final settlement, his annual in- 
come was upwards of L.80,000, more than ten times 
the former amount. He felt, to the last hour of his 
life, a lurking consciousness, that the part he had 
acted would not bear a close examination ; and writh- 
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ed under the attacks made on him in pamphlets hj 
the men he had betrayed and undone. One of these^ 
named *^ The Unkind Deserter," is distinguished by 
its superior ability and deep pathos. There are few 
yfAko could read me simple and touching details of 
ihe writer's statements, without pity for the deserted, 
and indignation against the deserter. Ormond at- 
tempted no reply; he suppressed the book, and threw 
the printer into prison ; but he was afraid to give the 
matter additional publicity, by bringing the question 
into a court of justice. 

There was a time when it would have been nel« 
ther safe nor prudent to detail the &cts recorded in 
rthn chapter ; but that time is now past for ever. 
The Roman Catholics are now as much interested in 
'supporting the Cromwellian settlement as the IVo* 
testants. The vicissitudes of property, especiaOy 
within the last thirty years, have brought into dieir 
hands an immense share of the lands \mich their an- 
49estors forfeited ; and time has e£Paced the lineage of 
^e ancient proprietors. There is no longer anv pru- 
>dential motive for concealing the truth ; and it has 
Jbeen, therefore, told as amply as our limits would 
pennit, and yet not without some feelings of reluc* 
lance ; for the writer, being himself descended from 
Cromwellian settlers, would gladly have given a more 
^ourable account of their proceedings, if he could 
Jiave done so with truth. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



The Reign of Charlet IL 



A. D. 1666. — The restoration of Charles IL pro* 
duced none of the advantages which the English na* 
tion had fondly anticipated, and the prospect of 
which had induced them to hail that event with such 
rapturous joy. Many of the Puritans were driven^ 
by persecution, to seek an asylum in Holland and 
ihe American plantations. The cleigy of the esta* 
Uished church had not unlearned the intoleranos 
which had so large a share in causing the late civil 
war ; and their violence drove into exile the most 
valuable, because the most industrious classes of the 
community. The strength of the Puritans lay in the 
middle ranks— 4he comfortable &rmers, the merchants, 
and the opulent tradesmen. On the side of the 
establishment were ranged the highest and lowest 
dasses, supported by the entire strength of govern* 
ment. The alliance between the church and state, 
in the reigns of the second Charles and James, rest* 
ed on neither principle nor affection, for both sove* 
reigns were, in the worst sense of the word, Papists, 
It was a mutual compact for purposes not very^ ho- 
nourable to either. The clergy supported despotism 
and arbitrary power, by preaching the doctrmes of 
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passive obedience and non-resistance ; and obtained 
from the state in return the power, of oppressing the 
dissenters by Acts of Uniformity. The loss of in- 
dustrious artisans was further aggravated by the dimi- 
nution of foreign trade, consequent on the war with 
Holland, and the subserviency of the English court 
to France. To these causes of national distress must 
be added the effects of the plague, and the dissipa- 
tion of the national finances by a profligate monarch 
and his demoralized courtiers. The attention of the 
English House of Commons was called to the alarm- 
ing fall of rents ; and all the scientific ingenuity of 
tbe period was employed to account for wis depr6- 
piation* The solution, though in its effects prov 
ductive of deplorable mischief, was so perfectly lu- 
dicrous, that it is scarce possible to beheve the au- 
thors of it serious. The philosophic economists of 
the day averred, that the sole cause of English Sia*' 
tress was the importation of lean cattle from Ire- 
land I This profound exposition was received with 
wnversal applause. The Enghsh nation, with on« 
accord, denounced Irish cattle as the cause of aU 
their miseries* Petitions to prevent the introduc- 
tion of the obnoxious animals were presented ia 
countless numbers to the King and Parliament ; and, 
at length, a bill was introduced into the House of 
Commons, then sitting at Oxford, for prohibitii^ 
perpetually the importation of Irish cattle, dead or 
aUve, fat or lean, great or small. 

The long civU war, the voluntary exile of the gen- 
try, who had ^ken with them idl their moveable 
property, and the prohibition of all foreign trad* 
which England inflicted on her dependent provinees^ 
had reducMi Ireland to a most miserable conditioib 
She had oq commerce, no manu&ctures ; oaille ami 
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wQi^l were her only exports ; and the exclusion of 
^e form^ from the only market open to the Irishy 
threatened absolute ruin* Sonm of the wisest £ngr 
lish statesmen, and especially Sir Heneage finch, 
attempted to expose the delusion; but only increased 
the national insanity^ Lord Castlehaven opposed 
the bill with all his might in the Upper House ; and 
Sir William Petty, one of the few who acquired aa 
estate in Ireland by honourable means, made an able 
speech against it before a committee of the Com- 
looos. By these exertions, the report was delayed 
and the session terminated by a prorogation. Th^ 
dreadful fire of London for a short time distracted 
pdi)lic attention ; but the dispute about Irish cattle 
survived the flames, and even derived additional 
strength from the conflagration. When the news of 
the calamity reached Ireland, the Irish determined to 
jcaise a contribution for the rehef of the sufferers^ 
^d^ as they had neither diver nor gold, they gene^ 
rously sent them a present of cattle. The vision of 
J^araoh's lean kine was not interpreted to portend 
a more fearful visitatic»} than this ill-starred dona- 
pon. It was industriously represented as an attempt 
Xo evade the prohibition under the pretext of bene^ 
yolence, and a universal clamour was raised througti 
the kingdom. 

The infamous party, known by the name of thp 
Cabal, from the initials of the leaders, Clifford, Axr 
Jington, Buckinghfan,. Ashley and Lauderdale, were 
jbremost in maintaining the popular excitement. 
Tbeii? object was to remove Clarendon from the 
.^i^fBce <]£ chancellor, and Ormond from the govero- 
iseni of Ireland, because they deemed these noble* 
jaaen impediments U> the scheme of power which 
^th^Y i«€)ditated ; and to effect their purpose^ there 
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were no means, however iniquitous, which tbejr 
would not readily have adopted. The .King had 
the good sense to see that there was not the shghtest 
connection between the public distress and Irish 
cows. He was also unwilling to injure a nation 
wantonly and unprofitably; and he not only de- 
dared himself opposed to the bill, but passionately 
asserted that it should never receive his assent. The 
Commons cared little for the Royal inclinations ; the 
unjust war which Charles had undertaken against 
the Dutch, had completely exhausted the exchequer, 
land placed the King at the mercy of the Parliament* 
A bill, declaring in its preamble that the importa«> 
tion of Irish cattle was a nuisance^ passed the 
XfOwer House with wondrous unanimity, and was 
sent up to the Lords. Their Lordships, instead of 
** a nuisance^ " introduced the words, " a detriment 
and mischie£ " The Commons refused to concur 
in the amendment ; and an angry conference, in 
which neither party seemed disposed to recede, took 
place on this important topic The debates in the 
Lords were conducted with disgraceful heat and vie* 
lence, but at the same time with such a ludicrous 
perversion of words and ideas, that it is difficult to 
conceive why the contest did not terminate in gene* 
ral roars of laughter. Arlington insisted that the 
importation of Irish cattle should be declared '^ a 
nmsance." Lord Ashley, with affected moderati(»iy 
proposed that it should be called only ^' a premu* 
nire or a felony. " Clarendon, with more wit, and 
as much reason, suggested as an amendment, diat it 
^ould be deemed " adultery. " The Duke of 
Buckingham declared, that '* none could oppose the 
bill but such as had Irish estates, or Irish under* r 
standings,:" . The gallant Ossory, Ormond-s dd^ \ 
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^cm, ft young noblemati of talent, virtue and spirit, 
TTas itMised by this nattonal insult, and sent a chal- 
f^nge to the Duke. But Buckingham dreaded Irish 
eonrage.as much as he afiPected to jdespise Irish un- 
derstandings ; he declined to accept the challenge, 
but nuide his complaint to the House,, and Ossory 
y/ms sent to the Tower* Ashley declaimed with ma- 
iimiant violence against the Irish subscription, and 
aST by whom it had been promoted. Ossory retort* 
edy ** that such virulence became none but one of 
Cromweirs counsellors. " At length the King, find- 
ing that, if the resistance wsis protracted, the Com- 
mons would refuse the supplies, requested his friends 
to give up any &rther opposition, and the bill, with 
the '* nuisance'' clause, was finally passed. In giv- 
ing his assent, however, Charles complained bitterly 
of the harsh treatment he had experienced ; and to 
compensate the Irish for the loss of their trade, 
he issued a proclamation, permitting them *^ to hold 
commercial mtercourse with every country, whether 
at peace or war with his Majesty. " ^ 

Ormond zeabusly exerted himself to avert the 
etSs which the cruel jealousy of England threatened 
to inflict on tlie country that he governed. He de- 
termined to establish manufactures in Irdbmd ; and 
£nr this purpose invited over the most skiKiil artifi- 
oel» from Brabant and flanders, whom he planted 
OB' his own elates at Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir, 
and at ChapeHzod in the county of Dublin. He 
proeiired an Act of Parliament for the ^ncourage- 
aiiot'of ^e Hnen-mami&oture ; and successftdly la- 
bettred to improve the cultivation of flax. But he 
was stopped in the midist of his career by the in- 
triMes of his enmnies in England, aided by some 
Iittb' nobles who were jealous of his power. Of 

TOL. II. G 
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these the most formidable was the Eaii of Onepff 
who, under llie tide of Lord &oghiB, has already 
filled a considerable space in this history; His ia- 
trigues, thou^ c(H)ducted wilh great secrecy, becaaie 
known to Ormond ; and when Orery depwrtedfbr 
England, the Duke, having i^ipointed his son Ossoiy 
his deputy, followed him thither in order to wa^ 
and counteract his madiinadons. The Cabal was 
too powerfiud to be reskted. Arlington waited om 
Onnond, and informed him that his Mi^esty had ds4 
t^rmined to remove him from the office of Ldd 
Lieutenant, which was given to Lord Robarta. The 
new chief gov^nor was not permitted to rule lo&g^ 
He dissatisfied eveiy parly, and displayed so mxxdk 
stubbornness and incapacity that he was removed; 
and Lord Berkdey of Stratton, a creatioe of Budk<^ 
in^iam's, appointed his successor. 

Some time be£c«e diese changes, a sehim took 
place among the Irish Cathdiics, respecting the mea^^ 
sore of obedimce due to a temporal sovereign. Petaf 
Walsh, a Franciscan £iar, had heeaa. employed by his 
derical brethren to draw vsp a Remonstraace to the 
King against llie severity shown to die Ca^MiliS 
priestiiood ; and m perfonning thistadc, he disavow* 
ed the ten^ral authority of the Pope in the sdroo^ 
est terms, and zealoudy sii^ported die An^ican 
doctrines of passive obedience and non-resistaQoe* 
The papal internuncio at Brussels condemned die 
doctrines in the Remonstrance as seUsaaati^ and 
inconsistent with the obedience doe to the Apos«( 
tdic See. The Jesuits censnred -them, as oonlauy 
to the dogmas maintained by die fathers of dMi 
dnirch ; and a minority q£ tbe Irish prdbtes oim^ 
cwed in dieae censures. Two paities were at ond* 
&rmed*^he JRemonsteaRts sad ^Ae Anti^feflMHii^ 
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4ti8Dt8. Like the Yetoists and Anti-vetoists in otnr 
4)W]i 1^ thej wasted, in these idle discussions, the 
tone and the talents which, judiciously exerted, might 
ha.^ greatly impioyed their political condition, llie 
ieadien of the ascendancy in Ireland were by no means 
aofry to see the objects of their jealousy and fear 
ia^^iing their energies in these idle discussionsL 
.They natundly and justly diowed -favour to the Re* 
RMmstrants, and as naturally exposed them thereby 
to ^ suspicions of ^e entire Catholic commu- 
R%. 

Lord Berkeley's administration filled the Protest- 
ante with alanns which were not altogether ground- 
laaB. He pevmitted the Catholic prelates to ex«r- 
oiw their functions in puUic ; he granted commis* 
mom otihe peace to several of the Catholic gentry ; 
and admitted some individuals o( that persuasion 
itto oonxmitions. Complouits were made, both in 
Sagland and Ivdand, that government was rndSoh 
posed to Baamtdn ** the Protestant ascendancy, ** as 
ibe moiH^ly of power, place and profit, enjoyed by 
Ifatt dommant rriigion, was called. Tales ot conspi- 
nctts, {^ot% and tkp^ned massacres, were revived, 
and eBg&ftf spread, by those who were so deeply in- 
t^wwtod in cxaggeratmg ^e dangers of Popery. The 
woa tBtt mhkk the lower ord^v of the Cathohcs affix 
to thdbr doois <m Coipus Christi Day, were said to 
be ^pkcttd there as marks for the d^royers to pass 
hf% and these ^mbols, raised by superstition to 
sewwiMhea and malignant deuMms, were asserted 
tp:iunre>been liie inven^n of treason to av^t ma»* 
mate* But ihe Cr^mwellians had aoon greater cause 
krwlam. The Gadiolios, throi^ Talbot, com* 
plniied<^'«eveial fross frauds that had beoi ptae- 
ted on persons of their rehgion in the matter of 
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reprisals, and obtained &om the King eommissioneif 
of inquiry, ^' to search out and represent the de&ete 
of papers or warrants for justifying any ckuses con^* 
trary to the King's declaration, the first ground of 
settlement." The Cromwellians acted with their 
usual promptitude and vigour ; they appealed to the 
people of England against the designs of the courl ; 
and the appeal was answered by people and paftia- 
ment, with a force which Charles was unable to re- 
sist. Lord Berkeley was rc^pioved firom the govern- 
ment of Ireland, and the commission of inquiry. was 
superseded. 

. The brief administration of Essex produced no-^ 
thing remarkable. He was a nobleman of strict in- 
tegrity, and some talent ; but he wanted eneigy of 
character, and could not understand the anomak)Q8 
condition of Ireland. He found numberless diffi- 
culties in executing the Act of Setderoent ; and m 
his letters declared, that he covld compare the dis- 
tribution of lands *' to nothing better than flingaig 
the reward, upon the death of the deer, among a 
pack of hounds, where every one pulls and tears 
what he can for himsel£ " Essex became weary of 
80 distracted a country ; and, disgusted with the dif- 
ficulties to which he was exposed by the dupUcity 
of the King, aqd the rapacity of the courtios, he 
solicited leave to resign, and was succeeded by the 
Duke of Ormond. This unexpected appointmeBt 
gave rise to much speculation ; for Ormond had beea 
long under a cloud, and had been treated with mor- 
tifymg coldness ever since his removal firom oflfee. 
But, m truth, the King had no choice ; far Ormond 
was the only man alive who thoroughly understood 
the state of parties in IreUnd, and had sufficient iar 
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Suence wxl^ the leaders of , all to restrain their ex- 



' Omumd had not long returned to the govem- 
flient, when he was astounded by receiving from 
JSogland intelligence of the discovery of an alarming 
{dot. The Lord Lieutenant had too much expe- 
mnce in ^e manufacture of plots himself, not to 
discover at once the nature of the pretended disco- 
veries made by Tongue and Oates ; but he knew 
idso the danger of discrediting popular delusion, 

. and he pretended an alarm which he did not feel. 
It is impossible to discover the real authors of that 
stystery of iniquity and absurdity called the Popish 
Pld. lif as there is reason to suppose, it was ori- 

: gioally contrived by Shaftesbury * and his party, we 

,xinist not conclude that they either expected or wished 
for the disgraceful scenes that followed. They could 
sot have anticipated the monstrous credulity that swal- 
lowed' the tales told by Oates, Bedloe, Dangerfield, 

; and die other herd of informers, full of inconsisten- 
ioeSf improbalnltties, contradictions, and even physical 
iii^Kttsibilities. Every Englishman must wish, that 
the pages recording these scenes of national injus- 
tice, insanity and disgrace, could be blotted for ever 
horn the history of lus country ; but yet it is well 

' that they diould remain, to prove that bigotry, and 
its attendant ferocious persecution, has not been mo- 
nopolized by any sitigle sect or denomination, and 

. ^tuit the excesses of ** zeal without knowledge " be- 
long not to any particular creed, but are the conse- 
•^pences of \gackance and prejudice, worked upon by 

t^e unprincipled and the. designing. 

• Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury. He haa 
6een already mentioned in 1^ history under his first title, 
Lord Ashley. 
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The contrivers of the plot saw liiat its tra^ w<Mili 
be at once questioned, if all mention of Ireland was 
omitted ; for if such horrors as they described were 
prepared for England, where the nun^r of the Ca* 
diolios was inconsiderable, what was to b« espetlad 
in Ireland, where they formed the great bulk of ^ 
population? Unfiinrtunately for the pkytton, how* 
ever, they were unaoquaint^ witii the dreimiBtanties 
e£ Ireland, and, proceeding by guess, fdl uito som* 
outrageous blunders. They averred, ^lat the leadeit 
of die threatened Irish insurrection were, Peter T^A* 
hot, the Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, LomI 
Mountgarret, and Colonel Peppard. Orders we» 
eonsequendy sent over by die English Council to - 
have die persons of diese dangerous tndtors seouied. 
Ormond poceeded to obey diese commands. He 
found Talbot in die last stage of a painfid and dao* - 
eerous disease, and Lord Mounlgarret bed^iiddm 
vom old age, and arrested diem without any ^^fi* 
eulty ; but Colonel Peppard escaped all reseafediesy 
fi>r the simple reason, that no such person had been 
ever in existence I Their next guess was e^p»By : 
imhappy. They assured the Lord Lieutenant, thi^ 
a vessel, laden with arms and ammmudon> ibr die ' 
use of Popish rebels, was actually an her way ia < 
Waterford. Orders to' have the vessel seised, and 
strictly searched, were issued. She anived, and was 
found to contain nothing but a cargo of salt. 

Ormond yielded so fiir to die clamour of die times, 
as to issue two proclamations, whidi, by dieir seve* 
rity and injusdce, ought to have satisfied the ardent . 
zeal of the fiercest Puritan. He first ordered, tiwt ^ 
the relations of known Tories * should be commit- ^ 

* The Tories were the remaina of the armies that had beea 
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tai io^fiioim^ mdl sudt Tories w«ie kiUed or brougbl 
to juBtiice ; and that any parish-priest of any pke^. 
mete rai>bcrf or muider had been committed by 
those T^es^ should be committed to prison^ and 
thence tmn^rted, wakasy Yrhhm fourteen days, the 
gvky penons weie killed <Mr taken, or such disco- 
vo^ made as would lead to their i^prehen9ion* The 
aaeoodlMlMdfi the Catholics to enter the Castle erf 
Dublin, or any o^ier fort, without special permis- 
sitfa^om ^ authcnities ; and (»dered that iairs and 
madoets diould be held outside dttes and corporate 
Idling and that the peasants should attend ih^Ea un- 
vamL The Ei^&ih pbtters west not satisfied; 
th^ Beeommeaded Omioiid to anest all the nobility 
and gKo^ of Irish name, and to banish the CathoUc 
JnhithitBiHs ficom every, city and walled toira. The 
liOrdf Tientimant cleariy understood the meaning of 
these hiiita. They wished that the Irish should be 
goaded inio rebellion fay severity, and thus at once 
a&vd a pretext for new confiscations, and confirm 
thepfet^ whose cxedk was greatly shaken by the 
oontinued twnyiilltty c^ Ireland. But Ormond, 
with ell hia fiwlts^ was above practising the arts of 
the ^mpindpled Parsoiu^ and, besides, was too 
psQud to be the instrument of others' guilt. He 
pcaetvered ia a course of moderation ; and Ireland, 
tci die aore aaneyance of the zealous Ftotestant lead- 

ft^iaditrf after tba oml wan lud terminated, joined by such 
of the peasantry as had been driven from their homes, wben 
(itt lands oi Ireland clianged masters under the Act of Settle- 
ment. These banditti committed several outrages t but none 
flC sndi a aiharaetsf as to entitto ihcm to the name of inaur- 
9)plbi. Thay wwi^ i& £ict, nothing more than common rob- 

bCDk 
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tTSy remained undistutbed even by tbe seaaoblanoe of 
rebellioB. 

Such conduct exposed Ormond to iAit dangeroos 
imputation of being '* a stifler of the plot " — a cha- 
racter at tha^ time deemed almost, if not ak<^e^^, 
as wicked as that of an active conspirator. Tke 
conduct of the Lord Lieutenant was consequently 
severely censured in many of the violent pampldets 
with which the EngUsh press teemed at the time ; 
and Shaftesbury ventured to repeat these insinua- 
tions in the House of Lords* The defence made 
for his father by the gallant Ossory, covered iAtt 
Cabal with confusion. Of Shaftesbury's chavadtr, 
which was not well calculated to bear a rigid exami* 
nation, he made such an exposure, as effectually de- 
terred him from all similar attacks for the future. 
But an Irish victim was necessary to the contrivers 
of the plot ; and their choice fell on Oliver Plilnket^ 
the titular archbishop of Armagh. This nnfortti- 
nate prelate had been conspicuous for his attadiment 
to the government, and had actually been exposed <to 
the suspicions of his brethren, for attempting to re- 
strain their violence in the disputes about the Re- 
monstrance. He was dragged over to England a» a 
prisoner, and brought to trial for a crime alleged to 
have been committed in Ireland. Conner, Lord 
M*Guire, had been tried in the same way, for par- 
ticipating in the conspiracy of 1641, and had been 
refused the privilege of trial by his pews; thou^ he 
was undoubtedly guilty, the illegality of bringing him 
before a foreign tribunal is not the less glarii^. The 
Grand Jury, on the first occasion, threw out the bill 
against Plunket ; but the informers gained firesh acootti- 
plices, and succeeded better in a second attack. The 
accused was refused time to bring witnesses fix)m Ire- 
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Ifitid ; and his defence was confined to pointing out 
the inconsistencies and improbabilities of the evi« 
[dence against him, which were indeed sufficiently 
glaring. In those evil days, innocence was but a 
fiail defence. Plunket was found guilty, and exe- 
cuted. In hk last moments, he protested his inno- 
cence in the most solemn manner, disavowing all 
e^vocation, and pertinently adding, that, if he ac- 
knowle<^ed the truth of what had been Isud to his 
chtfge, no human being acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of Jreland could attach the least credit 
eren to his dying confession. The House of Com- 
mons endeavoured to avert the effect produced by 
this declaration, and voted .that there was a plot in 
Iceland ; but as they were unable to adduce any evi- 
dence of its existence, they only accelerated the re- 
. eovery of the people from their delusion. 

A. D* 1681. — The tide of popular frenzy began 
soon to turn ; the fury against the Papists had paas^ 
ed away« exhausted even by its own violence; the 
dying declarations of innocence made by all the vic- 
tuna, began at length to produce a salutary effect ; 
and wh^ the venerable Earl of Stafford, the last 
that fell a sacrifice to the popular delusion, declared, 
on the scaffold, his utter ignorance of the plot, the 
multitude responded with tears, ^* We believe you, 
my Lord I " The rejection of the " Exclusion BiU " 
by the Lords, notwithstanding Shaflesbury's vigor- 
ous exertions, completed the ruin of the Cab^. They 
stimulated the House of Commons to fresh violence; 
but Charles no longer regarded their anger, when he 
saw them deserted by the people ; and put an end to 
thi^ir power by dissolving the parliament. 
. The consequences of this revul^on are full of in- 
struction. The whole herd of spies and informers 
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turned oni ^eir employers ; and tke King was en* 
abled to pursue his designs of establidmig Popeiy 
and arl»ftrary power, by the very instruments whieft 
his antagonists had provided* The best and bn^^^"' 
est of l&igknd's patriots^ Russell and Sy&iey, pe-* 
lished on a scaffold, by the same abominable arts 
which dieir party had used for the destruction of ' 
ethers. Shaftesbury, the great patron of the Popirik 
l^ot, died in misery and e:nle, unhonoured, unpitied^ 
and unkmented. The state of the Irish Protestantiy 
during the remainder of this dishcmourabk rngn,'^ 
was &11 oi doubt and uncertainty ; they suspected 
that Charles meditated the subversion of the Act of 
Settlement, and the restoration of the Irish Catho- 
tics to prc^ierty and power. Their hearts simk 
within them : they were no longer the compact, war- 
like body, which had been able to dictate its own 
terms at the Restcuration. The fire of endiusiasm 
was extinct. Age had brokoi down the strength of 
the ancient warrimrs ; or they had been removed, and 
Iheir places filled by young men, who had not been 
trained and hardened in the stem school of poverty. 
Ormcmd readily offered his aid to establish dei^>ot« 
ism in the British dominions, and professed the most 
abject devotion to the royal will ; but as he was per- 
flonaily interested in maintaining the Act of Settle* 
ment, it was determined to remove him from the go- 
vernment, l^ough now fiir advanced in the dedme 
of life, and derived of his gallant son Ossory, the 
aged nobleman dung to pbce and power with all his 
ferm^ tenacity. But his compliaaees were in vain. 
He received a letter fix>m the King, declaring that 
*^ he found it absolutely necessary tor his service to 
make many and very general changes in Irelaad ; 
and that, for this purpose, it was necessary to remove 
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Onnoad from the govemment, and transfer lus power 
to the Earl of Rochester." Before these contem- 
plated changes could be effected, Charles died ; and 
the accession of his brother James II. opened a new 
scene, sufficiendy important to merit a separate con- 
sideration. It is now unnecessary to draw the cha- 
racter of Charles, for all writers of late years have 
united in his condemnation. The effects of his reign 
on the state and fortimes of Ireland need not be re- 
ci^tulated : they are sufficiently evident in the sub- 
s^uent history of the country. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 
The Reign of James II. 

A. D. 1684. — ^When James 11. ascended the throne, 
political profligacy had reached a height in England 
which can scarcely be paralleled in the annals of any 
age or nation. The monarch and his courtiers 
were the pensioned slaves of Louis XIV., and the 

K riots of the opposition were bribed by French gc^ 
uis dreaded the opposition of England to the 
plan of universal empire which he had formed, and 
it was his object to Keep the country weak by per- 
petual distractions. If the monarch became abso- 
lute, he would cease to be a dependent on foreign 
bounty, and the advocates of freedom were const* 
quently bribed to do their duty. If the constituticn 
was permanently established, England would resume 
her fit station as protectress of the liberties of £n«> 
rope ; and the King was therefore paid for prevent- 
ing a parliament from being assembled. The £>utcli| 
threatened with destruction by the ambitious Loui8> 
looked to England for aid and protection ; but, awaie 
of the general corruption, distributed large sumti 
both to placemen and patriots. Thus, there woe 
many sold at the same time both to France and Hot 
land, who, to do them justice, dealt out impartiid 
treachery to both. In such general oonuptlony 'H 
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4fn)uld have been difficult for the new King to: have 
found a £dthful fiiisnd and an honest adviser ; but 
James was equally incapable of feeling or inspirii^ 
friendship, and of profiting by judicious advice. 
Proud, narrow-mindied, bigoted and obstinate, he 
rushed on, reckless of consequences, to e£Pect designs 
which required the utmost coolness and caution. His 
very virtues were among the chief causes of his ruin ; 
for had he been as capable of dissimulation as his 
fiither or brother, he might have wielded a despotic 
sceptre, not merely with the tacit approbation, but 
witJi the active assistance of the party that took the 
lead in huriing him from the throne. The clergy 
of the established church, with good reason, dread- 
ed the XHssenters as much, if not more, than the Ca- 
tholics. They were loud in proclaiming the slavish 
doctrine of unconditional obedience to the mandates 
of the sovereign, and their address on the accession 
rf James could not be esLceeded in servility by that 
cf the meanest slaves that ever grovelled at the feet 
<vf an Eastern de^ot. 

Nor was James, at his accession, unpopular with 
t^ great body of his English subjects. He had served 
ID the navy during his brother's reign, and obtained 
some celel^ty for ddU and courage, which probably 
be may have merited. The love of the naval ser- 
vice, which has been ever a strong passion in Eng- 
H^ bosoms, made *them hail a sailor-king, in spite 
of his reli^on, with pride and pleasure. Some few 
lasders of the Whigs, who had so strenuously la- 
boured for the ^' Bill of Exclusion, ■* maintained a 
jealous silence, and watched his proceedings with 
soi^icion ; but, in the general applause of the na-. 
tbn, their conduet was not noticed, or, if notioed, 
was disregarded. 
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But the conditicm of the Fhitestants of Lrdmcl 
made -them view the acce^ssion of a Roman Cathafic 
^sovereign with very different feefings. The dai^[WB 
to be cheaded from Popery formed the chief title to 
their estates, for it filmished the only aemblanoe of 
justification for the extensive confiscations which ^te 
Act of Settlement had sanctioned; but ^y deady 
saw that such a plea could scarcely be urged to a 
soverdlgn who himself was a professor of that re£- 
gion. Hie Irish Catholics were filled with joy, 
which they did not attempt to conceal, and toe« » 
mischievous pleasure in observing the bad grace w^ 
whidi their enemies, the Oromwelhans, uttered tfae 
most extravagant professions of loyidty to a moBanh 
whom they very heartily detested. Both parties^ ij 
a very natural mistake, gave James more dredk than 
he deserved. Like all the Stuaits, he was detav* 
mined to maintain irhat he chose to call ^' tiie En^ 
lish interest in Ireland ; " and, even though it waa 
identified with <^ Protestant ascendant^, "* it was 
with great reluctance that he allowed his zeal for his 
religion to conquer his attadunent to ihis priofigple 
df hereditary policy. 

Qrmond was removed from his post of Lord 
Lieutenant, and bore the deprivation very badQy. 
He was succeeded by two Lords-justices, Bo]^ the 
Primate and Chancellor, and Forbes Earl of Gn^ 
nard. This appointment, which was dea^ned to 
conciliate both classes of Fhitestants, the Church* 
men and the Dissenters, gave mutual dissatisfite^on 
to both. The Puritans alleged, that Boyte's Pnv 
tastantism diffeled very little from P0M7, imd kk 
truth they were not mudi mistaken. The chmdi* 
men asseited that Granard was a fiivouier of d» 
sectaries^ and a bitter enemy oi the tiMUkmmm^ 
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JFoc die ktter port f^ the imputation againat tbe 
S«ri» iiban wm no grounds whatever; and die 
<ni2y reason for the iaaasac nm^ that Grr anard had 
pn^ected the dissenting preadieis, wiwo the Pxo- 
teatsnt bishops were about to persecute diem, in tht 
^nme manner as their brethren in England. 

The CromwelHuis had d^neratedfrom the odu* 
n^, bitf not from the prudence of their ancestors. 
They, refused to have any shore in Monmouth's re^ 
b^ion, not hem disinclination to his cause, but 
from a well-grounded distrust in his firmness and 
ai^tities. They even sent congratulations .to die 
Kiog^ on his having anbdued a pretender to his 
■tinone. But James wris not duped by these poo^as^ 
Kons ; he sent an order to the Lords-justices to 
disarm the milida, which consisted chiefly of Fro- 
tsafeoDts, under the pretence that the lamificatioia of 
Monmoudi's con^inicy extended to Ireland. The 
suppression of this rebellion was among the chief 
49Mi8eB of Jameses ruin. The crueltsos of die in« 
Jmman Jefieries and the brutal Kiike, alienated the 
oflSactioDS of the people ; while the fulscmie oduk- 
don of the deigy indaoed the King to believe, that 
no lesistaDoe would be made to his future projects. 
The execution of Monmouth deserves the duffadsr 
idiich Fouch6 gave to the murder o£ the Due 
d'Eag^in, — ^' It was worse than a crime, 'twas a 
Uun&. " While Momnoadi Hved, the hopes of 
Am Protestants were divided between him and the 
Prince of Orange ; but, on his deadi, die attention 
ef the public was fix^ solely on William ; and men 
iKgn ahnady to speculate on the probable changes 
tint would lie made ndien he ascended the throne* 

Talbot being created Earl of Tyrconnel, eagerly 
iMksd ftr the Lend lieuteaanpy of Ireland ; but 
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James could not yet venture on so bold a step, ancL 
he intrusted the admmistration to his broth^-in-hnr* 
llie Earl of Clareaden. The army in Ireland was 
intrusted to Tyrconnel ; and he soon began to mo* 
del it into a form more suited to the royal des^Bs^ 
and the interests of his &ction. Protestant officen 
were removed, and their commissions given to Ca- 
tholics ; soldiers that had grown gray in the service^ 
were turned off without any compensation, and thek 
places filled by those whom they regarded as dbeir 
en^nies. Though Clarendon was himself a Pro- 
testant, he so £ir yielded to the Royal inclinationsy 
as to promote Catholics to ^ Bench, and admit : 
them into the privy council ; while, at the sam6 
time, he studiously discouraged the leaders of the 
Ptotestants. The partiality shown by James to per- . 
sons of his own religion, though meriting censore^ 
was by no means so exclusive as the conduct of 
Ormond and other Protestant governors had be^i, 
£(X they never employed aCadiolic in any official ^ 
capacity ; yet has it been more severely reprobated ; 
fer the Irish Protestants had persuaded tl^^aiselvea 
and others that they had an exclusive right to power 
and place. They deemed that something of their 
own was taken away, when a Catholic was appointed ' 
to office ; and the. tranter of political power to this 
obnoxious sect, they looked iq>on as an act of pdb- 
lic robbery. The .CromweUians would have regard- 
ed an impartial government, that selected its officers 
for merits, unconnected with their descent and reli- 
gious opinions, as a grievance. They were conse- 
quently roused to the highest pitch of indignationy 
when they saw themselves excluded fix>m all public^ 
employments. 

They were alarmed for the seoority of their ( 
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aod'-lhaed ir ecnistant dread of soin^ diange bdng 
BHide in the Acts o( Sel^ment and ExplaBa^on.: 
Tbe oid {Roprietors openlj expressed their hopes of 
efaftaByng JRStioe irom n prinee of their own refi* 
giOR ; and 1^ English press teemed wkh pftmph]et% 
RllMleii^ and defending the cante of the settlers^ 
" The Coventry Letter, " written by Sir Ridiaid 
Ni^gl^ an Irish barrister of eminence, was ^he most 
powiBrftil parapMet that appeared in the entire con** 
troraray. It attacked the Act of Settlement with 
Rnoommon vigour ; and at this day the most bigoted 
jpaitisan mint confess, that its arguments are unan- 
sWRiableb An anonymous reply, entitled, *^ The 
State of Irehmd, with a Vindication of the Act of 
Settlement, " deserves also to be rescued from the 
obHvion to which such productions are usually eon* 
aigi^* It meets all ^e arguments of Ni^le with 
gK»t ingenuity ; and it is honourably disdi^guished 
by A spirit of cimdour, which no other produMion 
OR the same side has exhibited. * A brief abstract 
tt6m this pamphlet wiH aiable the reader to fcmn 
sooie jii(%in«[it of the state of the quesdon at issu^ 
b e t tt WR dbe Cromwellians and the anei^t Irish pro- 

C'«ti[R8« The writer begins by dedaring, that he 
i a personal interest in the maintenaiioe of the 
Act of Setdement ; and that one principal cause of 
his mMns was, to inform his heirs by what tide 
they sbodd hc^ their property. Proceeding io the 
ma^^iecif he candidly ac&nowledgeB his doubl^ whe* 
ther ^ civil war of 1641 ooiwl property be called 

*. A more extensive analysis of this celebrated pamphlet is 
prbi in ODriscors Bistory of Ireland ; but the work itself de- 
•ervea an attentive pen^ and ongbt to have a place in every 
ttiah oMtDiioal Ubraiy* 

.1F9&* II. H 
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** a rebeUion ; *^ bat adds, that be kjorced ta Hcm' 
sider it as such. He then assigns his reasons ^i 
eonsidering this arming a rebellion ; and, though 
&ey are not very condusive, they are at least in^^ 
mous. He quotes the preambles of several aets o| 
the English parliament, in which the arming of tii* 
emifederates is declared to be a rebellion ; and- thett- 
gravely proves, that an Act of Parliament is ^; 
highest authority in the reafan. Anticipating ^ 
dbvious answer, that the English parliament was aC 
this very time preparing to wage war on the Kmg> 
he adds, that the confederates made two treaties o$ 
peace with the sovereign ; but there could be no ne^^ 
oessity of a treaty, unless the parties were at war; 
and if t)ie Irish were at war with their King, it ne- 
cessarily followed that they were " rebels." The 
latter part of this reasoning unfortunately apptied 
more forcibly to the Cromwdlians them the Imh i 
for the latter had always shown a personal regard ^ 
^e King, while the former had persecuted him te^ 
the death. The author, however, escapes from aH 
consideration of this difficulty^ and winds up this 
part of his case by declaring, that the Irish had re^ 
belled against the supremacy of England I 

The treaties which the King had concluded mJ^ 
the confederates presented a new difficulty, which 
seems to have given the author no little trotd)le i 
£oir his defence on this subject is inconsistent. Hb 
says, Uiat some of the Irish violated the artic^ of 
peace, and therefore, by their owti act, exdude# 
themselves from its benefit; but as this only ap- 
plied to the nuncio's party, which contained' i very 
small portion of the Irish nobility and gentry,' he fi-^ 
nally asserts, that these treaties were, alf initioi riutt 
and void, for the strange reason, that they^eontite. 
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s^pi^Efll ai^des which it was unreasonaUe f(»r sub- 
j^M^ to iippoae upon their sovereign. 

I- The chief of what he considers unreasonable ar- 
ticles is, the.claun of independence for the Irish le* 
^p^lature. The author strongly urges the right of 
tbe English parliament to make laws that should 
bind Irelandt and vigorously defends the policy ajad 
pM^riety of Poyuing's Law. These were, of course, 
ijbe sentiment of the Cromwellians at the time. Their 
duef r^ommendation tO' the isLVOva and protection 
of the English nation was their professed design of 
keying . Ireland a dependent province. Nor were 
ijafff angular in their attachment to such wretched 
jplic^. The miserable James, after he had lost the 
ciowii of Ejdgland, dung to Poyning*s Law with his 
diar&cteristip obstinacy, and positively refused to 
sanction the independence of the Irish parliament. 
|t was not until after the lapse of a century, that the 
Qfpmweldsm adopted contrary opinions. When, to 
«9e the ^qrcible language of the Irish peasantry^ 
*f thejr hearts had warm^ to the soil," they resol* 
v^ to.KdsjB Ireland to the rank of a nation ; and, by 
theiir succQssftil stru^le in 1782, nobly vindicated 
the character of the confederates in 1648. 

I A much more cogent argumeaot urged by the 
witter <^ this pamj^t, is the length of time that 
the CrcNPQwellians had been in possession, and the 
iMious contEftcts and bargains that had been made 
(» the fiiith of the Act of Settlement. He confesses 
iba^ many frauds had been committed in the distri« 
iMilion <» reprisals ; but he plausibly argues, that it 
vottld be befter for all parties to submit to such in- 
justice, than expose th^ country to the insecurity 
iod distoaotipps ciOBsequent on a new revolution in 
fioperty. 
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Bat the coatkraaDce of dus 4iscasssoii prodaecril 
this feeling of insecurity to an alanning extent* M«nf . 
of the Irish Protestants quitted their estates^ dirou^ 
dread of some approa^ing ccmvidsioB, and becatue 
mendicant exiles in England and Hdland. To 
complete their terror, they receiyed mformatioii thtt 
Ckiendon was recalled, and their great enemy Tyr- 
oonnel appomted Lord Lieutenant. Richard Td* 
hot, Eaii of Tyreonnel, was but a f^iild when tke 
war of the ctm^ederates bi^e out« He was in 
I^ogheda when that town wa»8t(mned 1^ Cfom^ 
weU, and the- iBbuman massaore perpetn^ee. Thk 
0?ent made a deep iKipression on his youthfiil mmit 
and mepired him with a horror of the Pimtans, w)»di 
he took little pains to conceal. Wheii Irelaiid wi» 
subdued l^ the CromweDians, he retired to the Co^ 
tinent, emtered into the service of Charles, and ad- 
hered to him with uudemting fidelity durmg the 
«itire period of ids adversity. He is said to haire 
proposed the assasmation of CromweB, and at asi- 
other time to have attempted the life cl Onnoiid ; 
bc^ these are the cahimnies of his enemies. He was 
fierce and violent, but he was incapaUe of. baocBiia 
or treachery. Tyrconnel professed the Roman Ot- 
tiidic religiou ; but it was only a profesinoii ; for he 
had been infected by the infideHty fediionable in the 
cwirt of the seccmd Charles. He did not even af- 
fect religious zeal| lor he was too proud to be a hy- 
pocrite ; but regarded aU reii^ous differences as im- 
portant only in ^eir connexion with political file- 
tions. His fonper was violent, his mamiers eoan^ 
his priyate conduct rather profligate, uid his tonvtac" 
sation too often indeeoit and prc^e. He owed 
his appoiBtraent,^ i^ a great iiiea»ire^ to Frm^ m- 
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%Knce t and on sevetal ooeasions acted as the lieu- 
fttiant of Louis, raUier than of James. 

The day of Clarendoii's departure displayed a 
scene of unparaBeled consternation in Dublui. Not 
kss than Meen hundred Protestant &milies aban- 
doned their homes and occupations, and embarked 
with die retiring governor ror England. Some of 
^se were influent by imaginary terrors : they saw 
Fopery, the object of their abhorrence, triumphant, 
ttnd expected to behold all the fearful visions of the 
Apocalypse realized. Others thought that it would 
bie anful'to continue in a land which had now be- 
come ** the kingdom of the Beast ; ** and not a £eiw 
more ra^onally dreaded, that the injuries which they 
had themselves inflicted upon the Irish would soon 
be fearfully retaliated. The general alarm was not 
^yminishad by the new judicid appointments. Fitton, 
ii recent convert to the royal rehgion, was appointed 
obancellor, though by no means fit for the situation; 
Nugent obtained one chkf-justiceship, and Rice the 
other ; Sir Richard Nagle was appointed attorney- 
gen^id ; and, finally, only three Protestants remain- 
ed on the Bench. This partiality was scandalous ; 
bat it is perfectly ridiculous to find those ^o imi- 
tated and exceeded it, the loudest in its condemna- 
tion. The system of exclusion was carried to an 
excess by the Protestants, which iheir antagonists 
ne^eff equalled ; nor, at the moment of their greatest 
power, do we find any one proposing to establish a 
€adiolic ascendancy in Ireland. But the Protest- 
ant historians, who so loudly and so justly reprobate 
tile placing a minority of CathoUc judges on the 
Bttich, seem never to- have thou^t, that the same 
tettmiaed might as jusdy be- apptied to abendi «x- 
du^vely Ptotestant. The proceedings widi regard 
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to coroorations w^e moire flagrantly iniqoitoiis; ih^f 
were forced into a surrender of th^ charters ; and « 
new arrangement was made^ which provided, that 
these bodies should consist, for the future, of two- 
thirds Catholics, and one-third Protestants* It tt 
tio excuse for this illefi;al violence, that the Protest* 
ants, in the day of their power, had acted worse, and 
excluded the CathoHcs altogether. This is perfeel* 
ly true ; but to remedy one unjust act, by another 
precisely similar, is> in effect, to give a sanction ta 
the former* 

The expatriated Protestants, who did not enter 
into the service of Holland, became pensioners oa 
the bounty of the Englidi people, who soon became 
.tired of supportii^ them, especially as their charity 
was abused by many idle knaves, who datmed sup* 
port by false tales of persecution. The exiles ap* 
pealed to the press ; and it is mortifymg to compare 
their humble and querulous tone, with the proud 
and stem remonstrances of their Others the ** Le* 
vellers. '' To counteract the effect of these state- 
ments, Tyrconnel published anonymously a '^ Vii^ 
dication of the Irish Government, ** which is really 
a well-written, and not very partial statement. It IB 
true, that, at tbe close, he takes an opportunity of 
paying hims^ some very high compliments, which 
were not very well-merited ; but he eflbctuilly yii^ 
dicates himself from the charges of tyranny and op* 



The long expected contest on the Act of Settle- 
ment came at length, and brought to the Proteetants 
as much dismay as if it had never been anticipated* 
An Irish Paiiiament was assembled, in ii^ich, from 
the late changes made in corporations, the ruling 
party had an overwhelming majority* Heads of a 
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Hm ime framed for ^' indem^tfyiiig ihoae CiUiholics 
vba had been dedared innocent by the court of daimsy 
and prbviding that a new commission should issue for 
die. hearing of such dauns as had not been hitherto 
lieaid, for want of time or other cause, without &ult 
of the- paities." This was certainly nothing . mere 
dan wh«t strict justice demanded ; but strict justice, 
lAai applied to remedy monstrous wrongs, is often 
penlou& In the present instance it would have 
«aufed two-thirds of die lands c^ Ireland to have 
changed masters* The Irish appointed Rice as their 
ngm^ to manage their cause before the English privy 
council; but, by the fsitality whidi seems to have 
reigned aver all their proceedings, they neutralized 
^M tforts of this able and upri^t man, liy permit- 
tipg Nugent to become his associate. The English 
council had overcome its dread of Popery ; but the 
}iom>r of Irishmen still reigned in their bosoms. 
Xbej only wanted a pretext to reject the bill, and 
audi they found in the stupid insolence of Nugent* 
The arguments of Chief Baron Rice were heard with 
jdl the attention which his abilities, his station, and 
ilia high character demanded. He lef); the council 
in a predicament not very uncommon. They had pre- 
det^mined a contrary conclusion, but were unable to 
resist his premises. Nugent's folly relieved them 
from their embarrassment, and the bill was rejected* 
The populace, excited by the Cromwellians ana their 
fiiends, probably precipitated this decision. The 
Irish deputies were hooted whenever they appeared 
in the streets. Potatoes on the top of poles ware 
carried before them, amidst loud exclamations of 
^* Room for the Irish ambassadors I ** and this ex- 
citement was 80 great and general, that the King, 
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though disposed to supfiort their cause^ was diteritii 
from making any manifestation in their favour..!*^ 

Hitherto James had been 8iq>ported in all his jup* 
bitiary acts by the powerful party^ then named tl^e 
High-church> and subsequentlj called the Tories. 
The murder of Sidney, the en)ulsion (^ Loeke» 
even the sayage cruelties of JefferiiBS had met with 
more than their tacit approbation. They wex^ so 
£ir as to disturb the dying moments of the unfortu?* 
nate Monmouth, by eager solicitations, milled with 
threats of divine vengeance, in ordor to forice frcMO 
him an assent to the slavish doctrine of non-resistn 
ance. Unfortunately for himself James gave cnedil 
to these professions of outrageous loyalty ; and found 
that, when the royal wishes ran coimter to the inter- 
ests or prejudices of these ultra-royalists, they were 
fas more dangerous opponents than those who mado 
resistance a part of their creed. The church, as a 
poJitical body, clearly misled the. King. Aooor^ng 
to the princ^iles it inculcated, resistaoee to Nero ok 
Domitian would have been just as wicked ^s rebel- 
lion (igainst a Tnyan or Antonine. The Univer«* 
sity of Oxford, in solemn convocation, denounced 
as '^ here t i c al and blasphemous, " f every princ^de 

* Sunderland, in liii Apology, daims tlie merit of liaring 
disappointed the Irish, and asserts that he refined a bribe of 
factf thoasand pounds which had been ofibied to pwdiaae his 
support. Nobody acquainted with Sunderland's character can 
credit his narrative. If be refused the mon^y, it must have been 
because a larger sum was offered on the other side ; though it 
18 modi more probable that he would have tftlffin tbfe maaief 
from both, and kept his promise to neither. . 

f The House of Lords, in the reign of Queen An^e^ ordflfk. 
ed this profession of fiuth to be burned by the common hang- 
man, and thereby gave it a notoriety which it little merited. 
Jxi truth, it is a production so inconceivably abeuid, that it 
must have done injury to the cause it was destined to serve* 
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0B liydbi «^ gov^mmeat is^ort of dofi^Kitism could 
he estaWAhwU We cannot) thar^re, accuse Jamea 
of BbsohAe folly, in affiordiog these leiM^ed dpctorif 
and prelates aa o{^ort9inky of pmctising their own 
pMGspts, though a monafch of more discemmeDt 
might haVie Ibreseeiiy that such extcavagant doctrines 
oould only be mamtained when they omneid^d with 
the personal intei^st of thi^ support^ts. The at* 
40eipt of James to disturb the peaceful repose of the 
Unkeraiti^ in England and Ireland, was his most 
firtal eoror. The accoimt of the attack on the for* 
mer has been oiW told ; our business is with the 
latter, which has not been honoured wkh an equal 
diare ci the pi^c attendon* 

Hie first st^ taken by James in his war on the 
Universi^ of Dublin, proved that he gavfi that 
Itained body more credit for common soise than it 
meiited. He ncnninated a Roman Catholic to be 
fxaksBot of the Irish language, and was astounded 
to hear that no such professorship existed in thi^ 
venerable institution. Doctor LeUnd rates Jame$ 
very severely for having committed such a blunder ; 
but, tarufy, tkt blunder belongs not to him alone. He 
could searoely htm (oedited the ^dstence of such a 
practical jes^ as aa institution whose professed de- 
sign was to instruct the Irish in the doctrines of the 
reformed religion, which yet left the teachers wholly 
ign<mmt of the hmguage of those whom they had to 
instruct. Compared with this, the folly of Goldr 
smith's attemptmg to teach English in HoHand» 
without having first learned Dutch, sinks into ineig- 
nificance. 

The heads of the Coll^ were justly ahurmed by 
these, probeediBgs ) they determined to convert their 
plate^inte tttdf^monajf to mve it fiom being sdsed 
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by the government. Tyrconnel, infdnaed ot Hit 
tnmsaction, declare^i, that the provost^^aad ftiloiiB 
had no right to dispose of public property. He 
ordered the purchaser to be prosecuted as a feoeaot 
of stolen goods, and the plate to be deposited in tilt 
King's stores. Nagle was dii^sted widi diis vio** 
lence, and successfully exerted hims^- to ftocaxt 
the restitution of the plate to the C(^ege; whkii 
was granted, on an understanding that it iSiould a«t 
be sold. Tlie terror ocdasioned by this prooeedini; 
had not subsided, when a letter was received frtttn 
the King, ordering that a person named Doyie 
should be admitted to a fellowship, without taknofi; 
any other than the ordinary oath of a fellow, n 
this instance, again, the • College was saved by Ae 
ignorance of the patrons. The oath of a fellow em^ 
bodies in it the oath of supremacy, which Doyle r»- 
fiiised to take. As the King's letter' was pererap» 
tory, nothing could be done until' a second nitti*' 
date was procured \ and before that could be procured^ 
Doyle's incapacity became so notorious, that his pa- 
trons resigned the contest. 

The birth of a Prince of Wales seemed to pro^ 
mise permanency and security to the Stuart dyniuB^ 
but in reality precipitated its downfel. The Prinoe 
of Ortoge had remained quiet while there was a 
chance of his succession to the thrcme by ihe ordi* 
nary course of nature ; but, when an heir pdssessinj^ 
s superior claim appeared, he saw his feirest pro* 
epects blighted, and his proudest h<^ies destroyed. 
The Whigs, with whom remained the last relks of 
public spirit in England, saw that their expectadoRS 
of a change of system must be frustrated, if the young 
pnnce were to ascend the throne of his father ; aao^ 
with more oomiing than honesty, asserted that ^if 
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attfimt was si]^x)6itidoi]s. :In ad case iwas ^,(nrth 
^Jke apbcMisniy ^* M^ easily credit what tfaf y; widi 
M> believe, " better exemfdified than in the present 
jbatance. A story moa^iocidy absurd and incon* 
jteent with possibility and with itoelf, was tpld of a 
•child being brought into the Queen's bed in a warm- 
ing-pan, and presented by her to die court a^ th« 
t&ftlk oSaptrng I It is very disgraceful to. the me? 
jDory of Bifihop Burnett that he sanctioned this ca^ 
4umny» and supported it by the weight of his author 
akif, thoi^h he must have been fully convinced of 
4t8 £ilsehood; nor can political expediency excuse 
the Prince of Orange for joining in the stigma a& 
jfiKed to this unfortunate child. In Ireland, the ex- 
ubadon of the Catholics was boundless ; nor was it 
diedced by any feelings of doubt, for the tale of the 
^warming-pan had not yet crossed the. ChanneL But 
4fae Irish Protestants, and the remains of the old puri- 
tanical &otions in Enghind and Scotland, had loi^ 
.before entered into secret and close correspondence 
.irith William, The Whig aristocracy, unbroken by 
persecution, and undismayed by power, wanted but an 
^^^KHTtunity to renew their stn^^e for freedom. The 
xememlNrance of the &tal termination pf Mcmmouth's 
insurrection made them cautious ; and they felt con- 
•vineed, that without the aid of the (^ cava&ers, who^ 
•about this time, began to be called Toriee^ and the sup- 
|K»fc of the church, that their chances of success would 
4eTery problematicaL Thejunction.of the Whigs and 
T<me8 was not easy to effect. ' They detested each 
•other's principles, and extended their animosity to per- 
jwms ; but the union vrats at length e£^9cted, by the 
joint hatred of the principles of toleration entertain- 
^ by both. Crimes, moreHhan sufficient to have 
jiif^tf^ his expulsion from the thron^e, Jame» had 
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eomimtted in abondMioe ; but diese were reuSSij fefj* 
given hj the advocates of intokrance and arbitrarf 
power* He was at kngdi unfortunate enough to b4 
guiky of an act of justice and generosity ; and this^ 
almost the only instance of pubhc virtue in the whde 
eoune of Ins political existence, precipitated his 
rain. James publidied a declaration of indulgenoe 
to all religious sects. He conscientiously believed^ 
that his own was the only true religion, and that it 
would certainly prevail, if it received fair play. The 
OTors, if they deserve no hardior name, in this pro* 
eeeding were, that the King assumed a power of 
suspending penal laws without the consent of Fu> 
liament, and diat he ordered this iUegal document to 
be read in the churches. The matter of die ded»- 
ration was just and laudable ;-— 4he manner arbitrary 
and ungracious. Indeed, it seems to have been ev<er 
» churaeteristic of the Stuarts, that their very beM 
iactions were neutralized by some unfortunate oir- 
eumstances arising from their despotic disporations. 
The dread of toleration proved more powerfol than 
party-i^irit. Whigs md Tories united for the main? 
tenanoe of persecution ; and the Prince of Orai^ 
Was invited into England by nearly all the kadmg 
men of the nation. 

' The revolution of 1688 is generally and justly 
considered the brightest epoch of Briti^ history ; 
but though the result was glorious, there are few of 
the circumstances by whidi it was attended, and stffl 
fewer of the actors in it, that do not merit the se- 
▼erest'reprobatton. AJhet the birth of the Prince of 
Wales, prayers were offered up fer him in the £ng- 
H^ chapel at the Hague for some months ; but were 
discontinued when Wiffiianl deteimined to dispale 
his biith. The King, justly offended at «i omfa. 
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^iW ^086 des^n was so glarii^y wrote to hk dMigb- 

t«r Mary, a prioeeBs oelebnted for her piety, in a 

tone of indignant remonstraiiee. The princess, on 

this occasion, forgot both her piety and duty ;-'^'SbB^ 

yepfied, with mean and dispaM^efel e^yocidon, 

^ ^t the prayers had netcr hemjproperh/ disoon^ 

tinttedy hot only somedines forgottmi.** The great 

hmitn of the English nobitity, assembled at the 

faorrae of the Bad of Shrewsbnry, agreed up€M 

sending ft re^finsition to the Prince of Orange, to 

eome over at the head of an army, and point^ out 

the dangers that wonld result horn d^y. Thi»e 

iotrigaes woe dtscofvefed by Lonb, who soit to 

warn James of his danger ; bnt the in&tuated nio« 

■fffch bdieved so firn^y in the influence of th«l 

*^ mmsty that doth hedge a King/' and it^ed so 

eoofidoitly on the affection and obedience of hia 

danghtar, that he rejected l^ese warnings wit^ some* 

tiling like indignatbn. At length, ^e publicatiOH 

ef iSie Prince's deckntion aroused ihe m&tuated 

monarch £ro«Q his lethargy, and dianged his absaed 

confidence into stiU more abiurd derail. Wil&aor 

landed at Torbay on the 5th of November, the an- 

inreisary of Gui^wder Tieason^-a eoincidenea 

which was of no small advantage. At first, Idg 

pcospects <^ success were doubtful, and he' began to 

qindl:<tfretumkig; but the utter incapacity <^ Jamlte 

became so man^t, ^lat the courtiers saw he was 

lost, and at once abandoned his cause. Every 

diance of success was resigned by the wvetehed mo« 

vardi without a stn^le. There was not a mo^ 

ment^ firoo^ his first hearing of the mvasion to las' 

ftBUd flight into France, when his sthm nught not 

luiTa been retrieved by the sli^test dis^«^ ^spirit 

tmi aetivi^ ; but^ horn the very beginning he sutdc 
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inio uft« hopdflflaieas. Those ^o were atoondb 
him read the impress of deadoyon his forehead^' 
agad hastened, by desertion, to seeure their own? 
safety. > 

James was a weak, rather than a bad man. His 
errors arose from his inctqweity and defective edu^ 
cation. He was utterly unfit for a throne, bui 
miffht have beoi honoured in a cloister. His cold 
and selfi^ di^sition prevented him from eva^ 
pos9essing a fiiend : his heaitleiss severities had' 
pocured him many enemies. Notwithstandmg^- 
howev^,,his contemptible character, one can scarce** 
ly refrain from dropping a tear of sympathy over diei 
foilom and deserted condition in which he soon 
&und himself; while liie heartless ingratitude shown 
by those who owed their all to the royal favoor, ex-> 
cites at once our contempt and indignation. ChurchiU^ 
whom he had raised fit)m the office of page to Ji 
peerage, Lord Combury, the son of the £arl of 
Clarendon, and nephew of the Queen ; even his &^ 
vourite daughter Anne, with her hudband Prinoe^ 
Greorge of Denmark, joined in the general defee« 
tion ; and the wretched monarch, in the extremify 
of his misery, exclaimed, '^ God help me I even 
my own children have deserted me I" 

What were the real intentions of WlUiam when 
he landed in £n|^d, we cannot easily discover* 
Certainly his principal supporters had no intentioa 
oi placing him on the throne of his fether-in-law^ 
and he could scarcely himself have entertained d 
hope of sudi a consummation. But, when co^ 
cumstanoes had placed the sceptre almost widiin his 
grasp, he hasted to secure it by means mote ho^* 
nburable to his character as a politician, than as jv- 
mm of honour or integrity, llie mixliu» of insU: 
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t onift and ciuel violence by yMifh Jamira wm 
4xiie& kto exile, can neither be ezcue^ nor de&nd- 
ed» Jind must ever remain a deep and daik stain on 
the character of William IIL 
/ The ReTolution was the work of the English 
adatocracy* The great body of the people had Uttl» 
or 00 diare in producing it, and gained scarcely any 
advantages by the event. But, notwithstanding these 
dcawba^ Englishmen are justly proud of the Re- 
lAolution. It freed them from liie incubus of a race 
of sovereigns equally d^raded and mischievous. 
It afforded a bright example to other nations suf- 
fering under the pressure of tyranny. It secured 
the liberties of Europe, then threatened with the 
iron yoke of France ; and it permanently established 
the prkiciples of Protestantism, which have, though 
late, attained their full consummation in the triumph 
of civil and religious freedom. 

By the flight of the King, the English Tories 
finind themselves placed in a position on which they 
had never calculated. They were completely at the 
merc^ of the Whigs, and forced to act on principles 
ndiich they had frequently reprobated, and even now 
viewed with suspicion, if not detestation. WOliam 
called a new parliament, and, in the excited state 
of the nation, the Whigs obtained a decided majo- 
rity in the Lower House ; but there was reason to 
brieve that the Lords were not equally well-disposed 
to the great change which was about to be made. 
The ^resolution of the Commons, declaring the 
throne vacant, was vigorously resisted in the Upper 
House, and was finally carried only by a mi^ori^ of 
two voices. The transfer of the crown to William 
was still mpre vigorously resisted. Some were an- 
xious for a regency ; others resolved to elect Mary 
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tftieen in faer own right ; but the Prino& of Onuge 
dedared, that if either of theseplans were adopted^ 
he wtmld return to HoHsnd. Inis dck^amtioh pro- 
duced the desired effect. After a long and yiolent 
debate, it was finally carried by the same minority of 
fwo, ihnt WiUiam aaod Mary should be declared 
joint soTereigns of England ; and, on the same even- 
infi[, they were prodaimed in London and West-* 
nunster. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

S%e Wmro/AaJRwiihiHmu 

A. D. 1689«~Ti{i: progress of the English Re^ 
vdutioii was wiiteh^ in Irdand with the most in* 
tense iM^xiety. The Protestants and Catholics alike 
feu that their prop^ies» and perhaps their liviea, 
were jibout to be periled once again in the doubt&l 
hazard oi war ; a^ both seemed depressed by thitf 
dejection whieh men naturally M. at the approach 
of uomfi indefinite danger, over whose direction they 
hil^e BO control Tyrconnel displayed moxe energy 
and prudence at this crisis than, his imhappy mast^. 
H^ amused the Protestants, by pretending a wish to 
negotiate with the Prince of Orange, and at the 
mme tiiBC took every means to iacrease the strength 
(^ the CatboUo army* On the first rumour of the 
iQvuaion, be had sent some c^ the best Irish regi« 
ments.to join iho Royal armies in England and Seot^ 
hind» m ^rror which he now bitterly lamented. The 
imb^dli^ of James rendered the English army worse 
than useless ; end the ^dcuries gaii^d by the Scot* 
ti^ royeiUsts undcar the gaUamt Ihrndee, were worth* 
hm mf likt deedi ai th^ commander at Killiorankie. 
Tb« pew leyits made by Tyrconnd filled the Pro- 
mrtwitg wiih juit alais^ which was in iidi ou J y in^ 
vol., II, I 
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creased by the vile arts which the profligate tools of 
factioTL have so frequently practised in Ireland. Ru- 
mours were spread of an intended general massacre 
of the Protestants. Anonymous letters, detailing 
more plausibly than common &me could, the time 
when the work of blood was to commence, were 
sent to several influential persons ; and the most in- 
nocent circumstances were tortured, by cunnmg ot 
terror, into conclusive proo& of this atrocious de- 
sign. The consternation that prevailed was terrible. 
Protestants, wherever they could obtain shipping, 
hasted to fly the country ; and, in Dublin, a crowii 
of jnen, women and children, rushed to the shore, 
imploring the sailors to save them from the diggers 
of the IrisL Tyrconnel was perfectly astounded at 
this event ; and at once foresaw the dangerous con- 
sequences by which it was likely to be att^ided. He 
sent two Lords of the Counol to tranqmUise the 
iears of. this multitude; but terror had taken too 
strong a hold of their diseased imaginations. As ma- 
ny, as could possibly' stow themselves on board the 
ships in the harbours hasted away, leaving their less 
successful friends on the shore in all the agonies of 
despair. 

In the northern counties, where the Scottish colo- 
nies abounded, the Protestants showed more courage, 
and determined to encounter the imaginary danger 
with arms. Tyrconnel was c<msequently forced to 
make instant preparations to check the outbreaking 
of a civil war* He had some time before withdrawn 
the garrison from Londonderry ; but, being convin- 
ced of the great importance of that town, he di- 
rected the Earl of Antrim to march thither with his 
r^im^t of Highlanders. Several bistoiiaBs ha(«e 
ridiculed the dread which the sight pf these fowes 
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inspired. They seem to have foigotten the cruelties 
practised in the west of Scotland by " the Highland 
host, " which Charles and the Episcopal clergy had 
quartered on the inhabitants, as the most efficieitt 
means of conquering their repugnance to white sur- 
plices and the English liturgy. Many of the Ca* 
meronians had fled from this persecution to the north 
of Ireland, and spread through the entire province a 
just abhorrence d the barbarities by which they had 
been driven from their homes. When the Hi^ 
landers approached Derry, the inhabitants, terrified 
- at their strange costume and fierce aspect, fled to the 
town, and alarmed the inhabitants with the news, 
that the expected murderers were close at hand. The 
town^<jouttcil assembled ; but, while they were en- 
gi^ed in deliberation, the soldiers approached, and 
were at the point of entering the town. Nine young 
men of the populace, urged by a sudden impulse, 
drew ^eir swords, seized the keys of the city, raised 
Ae draw*bridge, and closed the gates. The exam^ 
pie was contagious ; — a resolution to take up arms 
was instantly adopted; the magazine was seized; 
and a message sent to the troops, that, miless they 
retired inunediatdy, they would be fired upon by the 
garrison. 

The magistrates and the higher rank of citizens 
had not shared in this enthusiasm, and were alarm- 
ed at its consequences. They sent privately a mes- 
sage to Tyrconnel, through fcord Montjoy, stating, 
with truth, that this insurrectionary movement had 
been the work of a tum^tuous mob, and declaring 
their determination to preserve their allegiance^ to 
^it rightful sovereign* Tyrconnel feigned to be^ 
m^ their excuses ; but had the mortification to find, 
wal they wotdd only adniit a garrison and gdvemar 
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of their own choosing, and with this qualified sub- 
mission he was forced to be content. 

The heroic conduct of the men of Deny excited 
the emulation of other northern Protestants* £n- 
niskillen was secured by a similar act of boldness ; 
and various bodies of partisans formed associations, 
under the command of Blaney, Rawdon, Skeffing- 
ton, and some others, for the maintenance of the 
Protestant religion, and the dependency of Ireland 
upon England. 

Tyrconnel, alarmed by these movements, took 
some steps to open a negotiation with the Prince of 
Orange, and found William disposed to grant.him 
the most reasonable terms. The new King was 
anxious to carry on the war against France«-*4m ob- 
ject infinitely dearer to him than re-establiriiing tlie 
Cromwellian ascendancy in Ireland. He therefore 
offered the Catholics full security of person and pro- 
perty, an equality of civil rights, and the posset* 
sion of one-third of the churches of the kingdom. 
Though William was a zealous Protestant, his zed 
was not adulterated by any of the intolerance so 
common in his day. Liberal and enlightened, he 
was ever averse to disqualifying laws, and yielded to 
them a very reluctant assent, when forced upon him 
by the violence of the English pailiament. Those 
who have been so long accustomed to daim Urn as 
their patron, atrociously calumniate his memory. 
He would have been the first to condemn their prin- 
ciples, and puni^ their excesses. Equal ii^ustioe 
has been done to his memory, by those Cathc^ios 
who ascribe to this great man the sanguinary out- 
rages perpetrated by some of his generals. The im- 
fortimate massacre at Glenco is the only eirciiliV' 
stance which seems tp justify the imputation of cxtt^ 
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elty on his character ; and in that horrid transaction 
he was certainly duped by base and artful misrepre-. 
sentations. 

William having determined to treat with Tyrcon- 
nel) treated the deputies of the northern Protestants 
with great coldness, and their patron, the Earl o£ 
Clarendon, with marked dislike. When he was 
forced to receive an address from the Irish Protest* 
aots, his only answer to their congratulations on his 
accession and warm professions of attachment, was, 
" I thank you ; I wiU take care of you. " 

William was unfortunate in the choice of the 
agei^ he selected to conduct his treaty with Tyrcon- 
neL The person appointed was Richard Hamilton, 
who had led a party of troops from Ireland on the 
first alarm of William's invasion, and was now in 
some degree regarded as a prisoner. Hamilton had 
witnessed the long contest which took place between 
the Whig and Tory Lords with respect to the Royal 
election, and, over-estimating at once the influence 
and the consistency of the latter, believed that no- 
thing but a little exertion was wanting to replace 
James on his abdicated throne. Instead of per- 
suading Tyrconnel to submit, Hamilton advised him 
strenuously to maintain Ireland for James, as the 
other two kingdoms would speedily return to their 
allegiance. 

Tyrconnel was easily persuaded to follow the 
course to which he had been previously disposed by 
interest and inclination ; yet he still dissembled with 
the Pkroteatants*— told them that he only delayed ac- 
knowledging the Prince of Orange, until he received 
an answer from James — ^and requested them to send 
a deputy to the &llen monarch, in order to point out 
to bun the necessity of submission. As Tyrconnel 
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has left no manuscript behind him, it is impossible 
to discover whether he was sincere in this proposal, 
or meditated a piece of mmecessary treachery ; the 
event seems to countenance the latter hypothesis, 
Mountjoy, as the delegate of the Irish Protestants^ 
and Rice as the ambassador of the Catholics, wait- 
ed on James at Paris ; but they had scarcely enter- 
ed on a discussion concerning the state of Ireland, 
when Mountjoy was arrested and sent to the Bastib 
as a traitor, while Rice opened a negotiation with 
the French King for sending a large body of troops 
into Ireland to support the cause of James. In the 
mean time, Hamilton had forced the northern Pro- 
testants from all their strongholds, except Derry 
and Enniskillen, which were hourly expected to sur- 
render, as James had partisans in both places. 

On the 12th of March, James landed at Kinsale 
with a small body of French forces, which would 
have been much larger, had he not expressed a wish 
that his restoration should be owing principally ta 
the exertions of his own subjects. At Cork he was^ 
met by Tyrconnel, whom he instantly created a 
duke ; and proceeding thence to Dublin, he entered 
the capital on the 24th of the same month, attended- 
by the Catholic priests and prelates in the state- 
habits of their several orders. Loyal addresses pour- 
ed in from every side ; and none were warmer in 
their professions of attachment than the clergy of 
the Established Church. James answered their ad* 
dresses with a duplicity equal to their own, and 
professed a sincere affection for the principles of. 
the Anglican Episcopal Church. He then issued 
five proclamations ; the first, commanding all Pro-- 
testants who had left the kingdom to return, und^ 
penalty of forfeiture ; the second, commanding aU> 
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Catholics not belonging to the anny, to deposit 
their arms in the royal stores; the third regulated 
the supply of provisions to the troops; the fourth 
raised uie value of money ; and the fifth summoned 
a parliament for the ensuing May. 

Having thus provided for the civil government, 
James was anxious to give his subjects a specimen 
of his military acquirements, and therefore advanced 
to reduce the disobedient city of Londonderry. 
Different plans v^rere proposed for this purpose. 
Some recommended an immediate attempt to Storm ; 
others preferred the slow operations of a blockade ; 
but it was finely resolved to try the eflPects of a long 
siege, in order that the Irish soldiers might become 
aooiston^ed to arms and discipline. This resolution 
had scarcely been taken, when it was nearly rendered 
unnecessary by the cowardice or treachery of Lundy, 
the governor. He neglected to check the advance 
of the Irish army, though several favourable oppor- 
tunities were afforded. He detained on board the 
ships two English regiments that had been sent to 
strengthen the garrison ; and while James was yet 
at a distance, he summoned a council of war to de- 
liberate on terms of capitulation. The council was 
composed of the officers of the English regiments, 
and the principal civic authorities. After a brief 
consultation, it was unanimously resolved that the 
town was indefensible; that the regiments should 
return to England ; and that the citizens should en- 
deavour to make the best terms they could. The 
regiments in consequence departed, and deputies 
were sent to treat mth James. 

The news of this determination was received with 
the utmost rage by the populace. They shouted for 
T^ngeance on their betrayers ; slew one officer, and 
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dm&etoviaiy wounddd another. In die midst of i!he 
ooi^usion, Murray) a brave and popular officer, arrive 
ed at the head of a reinforoement* He addressed the 
soldi^s in a brie^ but animated fipeech, which was re^ 
ceived with tumultuous applause. While he expostu-* 
kted with Lundy, a number of die soldiers and citi- 
zens, ruling to the walk, put an end to the negoti^ 
ations, by firing on James and his advanced guards 
then improachmg the town. All subordination was 
instantly at an end; the governor and magistrates 
w^re deposed. Lundy concealed himself, to avoid 
liie popular fury ; and a general meeting of the cid-' 
tm^ Was called, to elect a new civic administration. 
It has been frequently remarked, that when mobs elect 
leaders, they seldom make a bad chmce ; the truth 
of this aphorism was fully proved on the present oc^ 
casion ; the populace having discovered pu^Uanimity 
tmder the soldier's dress, sought, and found, coun^ 
and conduct beneath a cassock. They elected as go-> 
vemor, George Walker, a clergyman, and his subse- 
^ent behaviour amply justified the wisdom of their 
choice. 

The spirit and gallantry displayed by die men of 
Defry on this occasion has been often the theme of 
eulogy ; but no praise can be adequate to their me- 
rits. They were in want of every diing. The walls 
were not very strong ; the guns on the ramparts not 
sufficient for the defence of all the points ; the town 
wtts unprovided with provisions; the garrison un- 
disciplined, and uninstructed in the art of war. But 
die kst; circumstance, though apparently a disadvan^- 
tage, was one of the chief causes of their success t 
diey were ignorant of die dangers they had to en- 
oountfer, and their enthusiasm enabled them to achieve 
triumphs where orcUnaiy soldiers^ tei^ht die amount 
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oiYuatsid by experience, would hare quailed in de- 
spair. The town contained about thirty thousand 
people, but the greater part of these were ' refugees* 
from the surrounding country. The servicable por-' 
tion of the inhabitants amounted to about seven 
thousand half-armed men, which were formed inta 
ei^t regiments, commanded by officers whom they 
elected themselves ; and thus provided, they dared 
to defy an army of twenty thousand, headed by some* 
of the best generals in Europe. 

Nor are there any acts oi cruelty or wanton blood- 
^led, such as frequently arise from high-Wrought en- 
thusiasm, to sully the fiur fame of the men of Derry. 
f Unlike dieir Inrethrenthe Enniskilleners, whose track 
was marked by carnage and desolation, the Derry^^ 
men tsreated tneir enemies with tenderness and hu- 
V manity. Lundy and the timid magistrates were per- 

^ mitted to depart uninjured : the few Catholics that 
^ were found in the town were deprived of their arms, 

^^ but were permitted to go elsewhere, or remain, just 

Y-. as they {leased. 

^ The events of the siege possess the interest of ro- 
mance rather than history, for all the incidents are 
directly at variance with what might naturally have 
been expected from the condition of the besieged. 
As might be supposed, there was no regular govern- 
ment, and yet there was never the slightest appear- 
ance of confusion. When a soldier became exhaust- 
ed from &t%ue on the bastion, he retired to rest 
wiliiout waiting for permission, and his place was 
iBStandy su[^Ued by another, who was anxious to 
manifest his »eal. There was no flinching — ^no re- 
luctance to endure toil and fetigue — no wish to avoid 
a post of danger. When an opportunity offered 
psrtie6> sdf^foimed, issued out and attadcedthe hos- 
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tUe lines. These sallies were sometiiDes defiMtted, 
but the parties not unfrequently returned laden with 
small supplies of provision and plunder. Eighteen 
dergymen of the Established church, and seven Dis- 
sendng ministers, cheerfully shared in all the toils of 
the siege, and, in their turns, collected the people e- 
very day in the cathedral, animating them to perse- 
verance by that fervid eloquence which the circinm- 
stances of dieir situation naturally inspired. Ct>n- 
tests about disputed points of doctrine were of rare 
occurrence, and when they arose, were checked by 
the influence of the leaders. The zeal of all was di- 
Fected to one common end, the preservation of t^ 
town from the great object of their hatred — Popish 
dominion* 

James and his generals were astounded at conduct 
that set all ordinary rules of calculation at defiance. 
The town was battered for eleven days* The garrison 
threw the gates open, and desired the besiegers not 
to take the trouble of making a breach, when they 
might march through the open portals if they dar^ 
The baffled monarch, irritated at the disappointment, 
bitterly reproached the Irish soldiers fcr allowing 
themselves to be foiled ; and, intrusting the conduct 
of the si^ to the French general Rosen, returned 
to Dublin. 

The siege had already lasted more than two months, 
and the gallant spirit of the garrison was unabated. 
But they had now to encounter disease and &miney 
two more formidable enemies than the besiegers. 
Their stock of provisions had been long exhausted, 
and they had recourse to the most loathsome and re- 
voltmg substitutes for food. The heats of a summer, 
more than ordinarily fierce, generated a pestilence, 
which was aggravated by hunger and confinement^^ 
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Yet> in language which they were fond of boitowingy 
f^ there was no complaining heard in their streets. 

The parent wept not over the child struck down 
by the plague, or withered by the £unine that fell 
before his eyes; the husband returned from the walk 
to his &mifihing wife, and heard exhortations to per- 
sereniQcey uttered in hunting accents ; the children 
shared in the enthusiasm that prevented the common 
wants of nature from being felt, and submitted to 
privations without a murmur; the cathedral was 
crowded, every day, by all who could crawl within 
the hallowed precincts ; and the spiritual excitement 
supplied by the preachers, made misery unfelt, and 
want imheeded. When their calamities had reached 
this height, they suddenly discovered a fleet of thiity 
sail advancing up the beautiful waters of Lough 
Foyle with supplies for their relief; but at the mo- 
ment when their expectations were most excited, they 
beheld, with equal surprise and consternation, the 
fleet suddenly change its course, and retire. Kirk«, 
the commander of the expedition, was a monster of 
inhumanity, whose cruel severities against the fol- 
lowers of the unhappy Monmouth have been already 
recorded. It reflects indelible disgrace on William's 
character, that he employed and trusted this mis- 
creant, and that he allowed his treacherous desertion 
of his former master to atone for the barbarities he 
had perpetrated in his service. When Kirke saw 
the Irish army preparing batteries to contest his pas- 
sage, he became terrified, and sailed away, leaving 
the town apparently exposed to inevitable destruo- 
tion. With great difficulty, and after repeated dis- 
appointments, the citizens succeeded in opening a. 
communication with Kirke, and received a reply that 
was nothing better than cruel irony. He informed 
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them, that he had sailed round to Lough Swillj, in 
order to open a communication with 9ie Enniskil- 
leners, and thus effect a diversion in their fiivour ; 
and recommended them ** to hushand their provi<> 
aions most carefully 1 ** 

Hamilton, one of the Irish leaders, compassionat- 
ed the miseries, and respected the valour, of the men 
of Derry. He addressed them in the most affection- 
ate terms, beseeching them to take pity upon them<* 
sdves, and have compassion on their own distress. 
But their undaunted cry was still, ** No surrender I " 
They replied, that they would not follow his example 
in treachery. Rosen declared, that if the town was 
not surrendered before the first day of July, all 
tile Protestants in the neighbouring country should 
be driven beneath the walls, there to pensh, un- 
less the garrison accepted his terms* All the Irish 
generals, except Lord Galmoy, strenuously protected 
against ^e execution of this barbarous threat ; and 
the soldiers loudly expressed their disinclination ta 
such oiielties. Rosen disregarded their remon- 
strances. On the following morning, the garrison 
beheld a confused assembly approaching the walls, on 
which they fired, happily without doing any mischief 
With unutterable horror, they soon discovered that 
it was a helpless crowd of men, women and childrepy' 
driven from their homes to perish before their ey^- 
and urged forward by soldiers, who performed their 
duty with sighs and tears. But the hearts even of 
these sufferers fiiinted not ; the dying collected Aeir 
last breath, to exhort the garrison to persevere in 
their heroic resistance ; the women and children be- 
so^t the soldiers on the walls to disregard theirs 
suflterings, and remain true to their cause ; all con- 
jured their brethren to revenge their wrongs, by 
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bid^g m enemy that wii9 oapaUe c^ such baibari* 
ties. The irritated garrison determined, as a retaUa^ 
tioD) to bang up all the prisoners they had taken in 
iheir several sallies ; and> for this pniposey erected a 
gallows in sight of the enemy's camp* Among 
Uiese were several very popular leacbrs; and Uie 
Irish army was on the point of mutiny, while Ros^ 
still continued unmoved; but Hamilton and the 
other leaders had» in the mean time, communicated 
die circumstance to James, and obtained from him a 
positive order that the multitude should be allowed 
to return uninjured to their own homes, * The 
garrison took advantage of this opportunity to send 
out some of the most helpless citizens, receiving a 
mnforceihent of the young and active in their stead; 
so that Rosen's cruelty eventually tended to thor 
advantage. 

Kirke was at length stimulated to make some ex- 
ertions for the relief of Derry, on learning the gene* 
ftti indignation that his conduct had caused in £ng* 
land, and that the gairison was about to yield at last 
to the enemy. He therefore deiqpatched two vie** 
iuaUers, under the convoy of the Dartmouth frigate, 
to force the passage, which he might easily have 
effected seven weeks before. No pen am describe 
ifae ^citem^t which prevailed in the town and the 
ownp, when the approach of these vessels was disco* 
^ered. The citi^iens ru^ed to the walls ; the Irish 
manned their batteries* As the ships approached 
die boom which the besiegers had placed across tha 

* Tradition mmta, that Roam would hare diaoboyed Hm 
order, but for the fear of mutiny occasbned by the threat of 
JMwging the prisoners ; and that Hamilton was ao pleased with 
iSke condnot of the governor on the oecaeion, that he sent hhn 
a pfgsent cf proTiaSona, and a kttar wmawnding his apirft. 
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entrance, the frigate shc^rtened sail, and the traas* 
ports proceeded alone. Heedless of the fire of &e 
batteries, the larger of the victuallers steered ttith 
full force against the boom, and broke it, but was 
driven ashore by the violence of the shock. It was 
a moment of intense anxiety. The besiegers rushed 
to seize the vessel ; but before they could reach her, 
die was forced oflF by the rebound of her own gun^ 
and floated majestically into the harbour. 

Thus ended the siege of Derry. More than hdf 
of the garrison perished by Conine or disease ; and 
the survivors were so worn by suffering, that they 
oould scarcely be recognised. The Irii^ army broke 
up the siege and retired. The men of Derry had 
the courage, or rather the rashness, to saUy out and 
attack their rear, for which they were punished by a 
severe defeat. 

During the siege of Derry, the royal army had 
been greatly embarrassed by the Enniskilleners, who 
frequently surprised their outposts^ and interested 
their convoys. Lord Galway being sent to reduoe 
them, laid siege to their frontier garrison, Crom Cas- 
de on Lough Erne. As he was prevented by the 
difficulties of the ground from bringing up his artil- 
lery, he was forced to have recourse to stratagem; 
He procured two mock cannons made of tin, which 
he ostentatiously placed in a battering condition, 
and then summoned the garrison to surrender. They 
not only sent him a spirited defiance, but, sallying 
out, drove the besiegers from their trenches, and 
routed them with great slaughter* The tin cannon 
were exhibited as trophies of their success, and long 
continued to furnish the Enniskilleners with a theme 
of boastfiil merriment. Kirke supplied these insinr- 
gents with arms; and their numbers soon becoming 
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fonnidable, James determined to overwhelm them 
with three armies. The Duke of Berwick marched 
against them from the north; Sarsfield advanced 
^om Connaug^t with troops lately levied ; and Gre- 
oeral Macarthy, who had completely subdued Inchi- 
quin in Munster, now hasted to overwhelm the En- 
ni^illeners. Ignorance of their danger saved them 
from ruin ; they knew only of llie motions of the 
Connaught army, and against this body they march* 
ed with great intrepidity. They surprised Sarsfield's 
o^mp, threw his soldiers into confusion, and routed 
them with great slaughter. They had not the same 
socoess against the Duke of Berwick, who cut seve- 
ral of their companies to pieces ; but this disaster 
was more than compensated by their decisive victory 
over Macarthy at Newtown-Butler. 

Wolsley, me commander of the Enniskilleners, 
had not more than two thousand men. Macarthy's 
numbers amounted to six thousand. Bravery done 
would not have atoned hr this disparity of force ; 
but a fortunate accident gave a victory to the weaker 
anny. Wolsley commenced the engagement by a 
fbrious attack on Macarthy's right wing, which he 
threw into confrision. The Irish general command- 
ed some battalions from th6 centre to advance to its 
support. The officer, who conveyed the order, gave 
the word " Wheel to the right," which was mistaken 
for " Wheel to the right about." The battalions, con- 
sequei^y, began to march from the field ; and the 
troops ini the rear, seeing the symptoms of retareat, 
broke and fled. Ther Irish general was unable to 
remedy this £atsl error ; the Enniskilleners pursued 
their advantage, and completed the rout. Two thou- 
sand of the Irish were slain, and about six hundred 
forced into Lough Erne, where they perished. The 



Digitized by Google 



150 HISTOEY OF THE 

Enniskilleners sullied their victory by needless bar- 
barity. They refused quarter to all but officers, and 
muraered their wounded chives in cold blood. 
Macarthy was brought as a prisoner into Enniskil- 
}en, bitterly lamenting the chance by which his life 
}iad been preserved. 

The successes of the Protestants of the norths 
however brilliant, oould have produced but little ef- 
fect in the final decisicm of the contest, had James 
dieted with spirit or energy. Dundee wrote to him 
A pessing letter, requesting him to delay no longer 
in a country, nine-tenths of which were already in 
his possession ; but to come over and show himsdf 
in Scotland, where an army would start up at the 
very moment of his landing. There is little doubt 
that James would have been restored, if he had ad^ 
opted this prudent counsel ; but he knew m^ the 
value of the Highlander:^ as soldiers, and hesitated 
mitil his cause was ruined by the &U of Dundee 
James was at this tim«| and indeed during the whok 
period of his residence in Ireland, guided entirely 
by the advice of the French ambassador, who regacdr 
ed rather the interests of his own master, than ib» 
jrestoration of the dethroned monarch. He detained 
James in Ireland, because he deemed that his pior 
/sence there was an advantage to France. 
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CSIAPISa X. 
Ehig Janu^s ih'«& ParUamemL 

The milkary career of James Irncl not tended to 
take his character for courage or conduct ; and we 
flhall find as Htde remon to admire him as a legisla- 
tor. The ParKament met; on the 7th of May 1689, 
at ^ haoB of Court in Dublin. The number of 
tbe Catholic peers was increased by the reversal of 
€meni attainders, and by some new creations, whit^, 
k IB hat juat to add, were well merited. Several 
Proteatant lords tead bishops attended. They fre- 
<{BCDtiy opposed the measures of the Court with 
great spirit ; but no attempt was ever made to dieck 
Sieir freedom. No Catholic prelates were summon- 
ed. The mendbers of the Lower House were chief- 
ly Catholics. The University, and a few olher 
places, returned Protestants ; but ihey were lost in 
the great majority which the late change in the cor- 
porations by Tyrconnel enaHed the Court to secure. 
The Parliament was opened by the King in person, 
wearing his royal robes, and with the^crown cm his 
head. The King's speech was temperate and judi- 
cious. He commended the zeal and loyalty of his 
Irish sul:jects ; declared his abhorrence of violating 
the rights of conscience, or those of property ; pro- 

YOL. II. K 
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mised equal protection to Catholics and Protestants ; 
and stated his readiness to assent to any laws which 
would benefit the nation. He particularly recom- 
mended to the notice of the Parliament the distress- 
ed state of trade and manu&u^ures, and the condi- 
tion of those who had been unjustly deprived of 
their property by the Act of Settlement. Nagle, 
the Speaker of the House of Commons, and Fit- 
ton, the Lord Chancellor, made the proper com- 
mentary on the speech; and a£Pectionate addresses 
were unanimously voted in reply by both Houses. 

With the single exception of the Act of At- 
tainder, never sat a Parliament in Ireland whose 
laws were better calculated to serve the country, and 
whose exertions were more uniformly directed by a 
spirit of equity and sound policy. But the Act of 
Attainder was a piece of monstrous injustice, almost 
rivalling the sweeping confiscations of the Cromwel- 
lians. By this law, about two thousand Protestant 
noblemen and gentlemen, known or suspected to' be 
adherents of WHliam, were attainted, and declared 
to have forfeited all their property, real apd personal, 
unless they surrendered before a certain day. By a 
clause still more atrocious, the King was deprived of 
.the power of pardoning all who did not establish 
their innocency before a certain day. As an excuse 
for this violent measure, the precedent of the for- 
feitures, made with even greater injustice by the 
Cromwellians and the English Parliament, has been 
quoted. But one crime cannot justify another ; and 
wough the Irish Parliament did not so flagrantly 
outrage every principle of equity as their Protestant 
predecessors, it is to be lamented that they sullied 
the brightest spot of Irish history by a measure 
which cannot be defended. It is much more agree- 
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able to contemplate the wise and beneficent laws by 
which this single instance of wrong was accompa- 
nied. One of the first acts passed by James's Par- 
liament was, " An act for establishing liberty of 
<x)n9cience, and repealing such acts,' or clauses in 
any act of Parliament, as are inconsistent with the 
same. " To this measure the Irish Catholic may 
appeal, as a full and satisfactory re&tation of the 
charges of bigotry and intolerance ; and the Irish 
Protestant must blush to remembei| that William's 
Protestant Parliament, so £ir from imitating this 
noble example of enlightened liberality, took the 
earliest* opportunity of establii^ung a system of penal 
laws, compared with which the persecutions of Spa- 
nish inquisitors were tenderness and mercy. The 
second act connected with religion adopted by this . 
Parliament, regulated the payment of tithes. It 
directed, that sdl should pay tithes to the pastors of 
their several communions. No one can say that 
this measure was unjust ; it is only the labourers 
that are worthy of their hire ; and if it be necessary 
to provide a legal support for the religious instruc- 
tion of the people, it should be paid to those who 
are really their instructors. - 

The establishment of the legislative and judicial 
independence of Ireland had been always a favour- 
ite c^ject of the native Irish, and had been equally 
the dread and abhorence of the Cromwellians, who 
looked to the maintenance of English power for the 
security of their estates. ' A . bill was introduced, 
prohibiting writs of error and appeal into England, 
and providing that no act of the English parliament 
should bind Ireland. It passed through the Lower 
House with little opposition ; but was fiercely at- 
tacked by the Protestant Bishop of Meath, when it 
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was aent i:^ to tfao Lords. He aigned^ ^»( it irat 
ineonsisteiit with the oath of supremacy ; that it 
treiu;hed on the royal preiogatiYe ; and, with xaoit 
reason, that it tended to dissolve the comiectkni be- 
twem the two countries. The aigmnents of the 
worthy prelate did not appear veiy convincingy even 
to the Protestant Lords. On a division^ he was the 
only Not-content. A HU lor the repeal of Poynii^ s 
Law,' though streBnonsly urged by the ParUamoHtf 
was vehanently ipfposed by tbe King, and &aa^ 
Ipst. This was not the only iBstanee of dismitoBL 
between the Irish and their sovereign. * They eai^ 
ly disGovaed the gross and incuc^ile defocts ia tbt 
character of Ja m e o * '' h is araanness ming^ witil 
pride — his wesdcaess and ofastinacy^^his pesumptii^ 
. ous ^slly— his inatrai:^ love of despotic powseiw 
They were justly jealous of the partiality he showed 
to foreigners and strangers. They were indignant at 
peit^eiving that he received their services as matter o£ 
right, and rewarcbd ^em mth coldness and ingrati- 
tude, ill &ct, they would have got rid of him if 
they could ; but they were too generous to desert a 
sovereign who had thrown himself on their protec- 
tion, and too loyal to dismiss a King as unceremo- 
niously as the people of England. 

The great business of the session was the repeal 
of the « Act of Settlement." A bill for this pur- 
pose was prepared by Baron Rice and Sir Bichaid 
Nagle. It was introduced in the Lower House on 
the Idth of May, and was brought up to the Lords 
on the 22d of the same month. It was canvassed 

* He also r^ted a bDl whicli provided Inns of Court for 
the education of Irish law-students — an object which the Ca- 
tholics were eager to obtain, because they deemed the religkm 
of their children endangered by a residence in Londoo. 



Digitized by Google 



CIVIL IfAftB OF ntK&AND. 15& 

ymH^ ifi the attention y^hxh sl measure of tuch iai- 
p<»tance merited ; and it y^a the middle of Jime 
bf&ne it fimdly passed. Tb^ Pvotestont bishops, and 
80me of the nobility, adced hmt to enter their pro* 
test i^ainst the biE Jamies repEtd, that protests 
cane m rebelMona times ; but permitted them to re» 
eord t&eir dissent, ^tdnch was aeeoidingly done. The* 
ptolest was signed by the Bishops of li!^th, Ossory^ 
Cork and Limerick ; by die progdes of ^ Arcl^H- 
flhop of Arm^h and the Bishop of-Waterford; and 
hf tour Tempond Peers, Gnnard, Longfevd^ Rosse 
mi Howth. 

The parlikment had granted James tlie enonnous 
sdbsidy of twenty thousand pounds monthljv which' 
he instantiy doubled by royal prootamation. Tbe 
Irish mobility lemonstwrted against dns violent stvetdi 
of the royal prerogative ; but James was not ta b» 
dissuaded. He pwsionstdy exeknaeoU^^' If I ean- 
not do tliis, £ can do nothing ;" and wmindedthem 
oi tiieir former protestations «f unlinnted obedisnaeu 
But it was easior to impose tsoras dum to praonv 
payment. Money came ia d0wiy, and James had 
zecourse to a new measiiee, in wfakii he antidpatad 
^ financial poliey oi Mr Pht. lie erected a bank, 
Mid, by his own proper avtiKHrky, forthwith esto* 
UMied a Bad&*R^9«riotion Act. He issued metal 
tolDens formed fiom old canaoiii broken beU% and 
olftier useiess materialB, at the nominal value of five 
pounds sterliiig fer every pound we^ht of the coin. 
But Jama knew not how to sv^pport the eredit 43i 
has metallic notes. The coin was paid into his Ex* 
dhequer at the nominal value ; bat, in the ordinaiy 
transactions of business, it passed for little move 
than its real worth. . The King was sorely puzzled 
by this consequence, whioh he had not at m aatici- 
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pated. In vain did he promise, that, at a futore 
time, his metallic notes should be exchanged for 
sterling coin. The traders could not be persuaded 
to receive the tokens at the nominal value ; or, rather, 
they evaded the proclamation, by raising the price of 
all commodities. The King was forced to have re- 
course to another expedient. He issued a table of 
prices, and denounced severe penalties against those 
who demanded more. Improving in financial poli- 
cy as he advanced, he determined tq become a mer- 
(jiant himself. He bought up the staple articles of 
the kingdom with his base coin, and, exporting them 
to France, there sold them for good money. Few 
were willing to sell their property on such terms ; 
but there was no resisting a purchaser, who can^ at- 
tended by a troop of dragoons, or a company of 
musketeers. 

• The clamour raised agunst these proceedings by 
the Protestant writers is exceedingly ridiculous. 
James's scheme of a national bank was not one whit 
worse, than the thousand and one schemes of bank* 
ing which have since appeared. The bank failed, and 
involved multitudes in misery, and so have many 
o&er banks in later times ; but surely it is unrea* 
sonable that the Protestants, who used their utmost 
efforts to break the bank, should complain of a con* 
sequence which they themselves laboured so strenu- 
ously to produce. The Catholics murmured wi^ 
more justice ; for, when the battle of the Boyne an- 
nihilated '^ the bank," they lost every thing. 

The Protestants complain, that James gave seve- 
ral churches and schools to the Catholic clergy, which 
of right belonged to themselves. " But, in this in- 
• stance, the conduct of the monarch was not withf 
out excuse. The Protestant clergy had not given 



Digitized by Google 



CIVIL WARS OP IRELAND. 157 

themselves the only title to possession, which de- 
serves to ,he regarded. They had not filled the' 
churches with congregations, nor the schools with 
scholars.^ The Catholics did hoth, and their claim 
was consequently more reasonable. The violence 
with which James treated the University of Dublin 
is not equally excusable. It was an atrocious in- 
stance of bigotry and tyranny. He sent a *' man- 
damus " to the provost and fellows, commanding them 
to admit a Roman Catholic named Greene to the office 
of senior fellow. With becoming spirit, the heads of 
the University flatly refused to obey the arbitrary e- 
dict, and pleaded their own cause before Sir Richard 
Nagle. James would not even- wait for a legal de- 
cision. He sent a body of soldiers, who, uncere- 
monioudy, expelled provost, fellows and scholars^ 
converted the chapel into a magazine, and the col- 
lie itself into a barrack. By the advice bf his con- 
fessor, James designed to establish a Jesuit semina- 
ry on this foundation ; and, in the mean time, ap- 
pointed a Catholic priest, named Moore, provost, 
and Macarthy, another of the same order, librarian. 
Moore and Macarthy were men of learning and in- 
tegrity ; they carefully preserved the library, with 
all its valuable manuscripts and furniture ; and when 
William's arrival a£Porded an opportunity, surren- 
dered the entire safe and uninjured to the rightful 
owners. 

The administration of justice during this brief pe- 
riod deserves the highest praise. With the excep- 

* Many of the Irish endowed achools were, until very lately, 
potorious sinecures. Dr Grier, the brother-in-law of the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, for many years received the emoluments of 
the endowed school of Mlddleton, though he resided in Dublin, 
whUe the unteninted schobl-houee ommUedinto ruins. 



Digitized by Google 



158 JIISTOltY OF TM£ 

tion of Nugent md Fitton, the Iiiah judges wookl 
htfv^ been aa honour to any bench. Keatii^, a 
Piolestanty was a man of spirit aad independcause ;: 
he unhesitatingly condemned serend of the King'» 
lurfoitrary measures ; and it is but ji^tiee to add, ^»t 
he did not therdby forfeit the Royal confidence. But 
the boast of the liisk bttich, bo^ lor talent and mm 
t^rity was Chief Baron Rioe» The breath of ealumajr 
he» never uttered an in^tation against his in^wrti* 
aHty ; and his compassionate tenderness almost de*^ 
generated into weakness. After the coo^pletion of 
the i^voSiirfion he emitted, but, wearied of a hfe of 
dependency, he returned home and recommenoed his 
oaieer as a banister. He i^peared in a stuff gown 
pleading b^ore that bench which he had so long 
adi^med, and commanding the respect of the most 
inveterate enemies of his religion and nation. It is 
gratifying to learn that his honourable labours net 
their due reward. He amassed a second Ibftune more 
considerable than diat which had been confiscated. 
He died in a good old age, beqneadiing to his suooes- 
sors extensive estates, the reward of industry and 
probity, and an honourable name whidi none (^tiiem 
have disgraced. 

The military affiurs^ after the raising of the siege o( 
Deny, were unaccountably neglected by James and 
his officers. They knew that William was making 
active preparations for the invasion of Ireland, sno 
they took no efficient measures of defence. Soldiers 
marched and eounteraaaiched without pia% order^ 
or regularity. They were biiletted on the inhabitants 
of the cities and towns^ w^o vainly TemoastRkted 
against the hardship * but they were neither employ- 
ed in garrisoning the towns on the coast, nor m 
subduing the Protestants of the matik, who mi^ 
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haTO been easily crushed by a vigorous e£Port The 
real cause of this confusion in the military councils, 
aj^ears to have been the national jealousy between 
the Irish and French officers, and the unwise par- 
tiality of the foolish King for foreigners. There was 
even a suspicion that James had agreed to place Ire- 
land under the protection of France ; and the Irish, 
justly indignant, were resolved not to submit to such 
an insult. It is probable that, had William at this 
time offered &ir and &vourable terms te the Catho- 
lics, he might have obtained the kingdom by ne 
tiations, and averted the mise^ of two years of < 
solatii^ wiur. 
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CHAPTER XL 

The Campmgtu of Schomberg and WilUam, 

The delay of making any efforts to support the cause 
of Protestantism in Lreland, exposed WiUiam III. to 
great and unmerited censure. He found that the 
crown which he had been so eager to obtain, was in« 
deed a crown of thorns, and that those who had been 
foremost in promoting his elevation, were now as an- 
xious to hasten his down&L Dundee was in arms 
in Scotland — ^the English fleet had suf&red a severe 
defeat in Bantry Bay — ^the power of the French King 
threatened the ruin of Holland, which William loved 
much better than his new dominions — and, finally, the 
distraction of England prevented the new King from 
paying that attention to Ireland which its import- 
ance required, and which the Enghsh people very 
imperatively demanded. The popular discontent 
hurried the preparations. With considerable diffi- 
culty an army of somewhat more than ten thousand 
men were assembled, and placed under the command 
of Duke Schomberg, an officer of great reputation. 
The materials of which this atmy was composed, ex- 
hibited a' strange mixture of nations and languages. 
There were Danes, Germans, Dutchmen, French 
refugees, and military adventurers from every Euro- 
pean country. The " Thirty-years war, " had filled 
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Europe with those soldiers of fortune, ready to lend 
liieir sWords to the service of any cause which pro- 
mised pay and plunder ; but after the accession of 
liouis XIV., some appearance of principle was mani- 
fested by such adventurers ; regarding his wars, as in- 
deed they in some sort were, a contest between Ca- 
tholicism and Protestantism for the supremacy in 
Europe, they no longer showed an utter indifference 
to principle, but selected a service which, in some 
measure, accorded wilh their religious profession. 
William was justly regarded as the head of the Pro- 
testant party in Europe ; the pay given by Eng- 
land and Holland, was higher and more secure than 
that of other states ; and both these causes supplied 
William with bodies of hardy veterans, famihar with 
war from their cradle. 

Bravery, however, was the chief, almost the only 
valuable attribute possessed by these men. They 
were the outcasts of all society, &miUar with every^ 
crime, abandoned to every excess. Vices for which 
language scarcely ventures to find a name, abomina- 
tions that may not be described, and can scarcely be 
imagined, were constantly practised by these bands, 
which the long continental wais had called into ex- 
istence. The traditions of Irish Protestants and 
Catholics contain a horrid catalogue of the enormi- 
ties practised by " this black banditti;" and these 
accounts are fully confirmed by the narratives which 
the cotemporary writers have given of their conduct 
in other countries. * With £hese were joined some 

* If there was any necessity to add confirmation to these 
Cicts, which, however, are sufficiently notorious, it might be 
found in the Letters of Dr Gorge, Schomberg's secretary and 
chaplain. Iict one extract suffice. " Can we expect, " says 
he, speaking of the English army, « that Sodom will destroy 
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raw English levies, who found it much easi^ i6 
imitate, we debaucheries^ than to practise the disci^ 
pliney of the fi^ieigners. Indeed, no worse scouige 
could be sent by an angry Providence, than the army^ 
which now proceed against Ireland. 

On the Idth of August 1689, Schomberg's troops, 
effected their landing in Bangor Bay, near CaRU&^ 
lergus, without encountering any oppodtion. A 
favourable opportunity was afforded to the Inskk 
Quartered in the neighbourhood of attacking him 
curing die night ; but it was lost, because the leaders 
had greatly overrated the quantity and quality of the 
English army. They believed that it amounted to 
thirty thousand, though it scarcely exceeded one* 
thira of the number ; and they believed that it was 
totally composed of veterans, thoii^h at least cme^ 
half consisted of tam levies. It was hog before 
this £sital error was dissipated. Schomberg*s first^ 
enterprise was the siege of Canickfergus. The {dao» 
was vigorously attacked, and as obstinatdy defended. 
Macarty More, the go^mcur, did not surrender vbo^ 
his last barrel of powder was expended, and evea 
then obtained honoucaUe conditions. No atlismp* 
was made to relieve the town by James or Ihs^ 
g«fieraL They were at the time busify en^pl^ 
ed in long ^cussions on the plan of the cam- 
paigB, when the subtest exertion of vigo«ff woiaUd 
have termkated it ia a few dayn. It ispaia&l to add, 
that the t&cma of the <!apitulation were fia^antlj^ 
'violated* The inhi^bitants were stripped and piutt- 
dered ; the women treated with a licentious cruelty 

Babylon; or tliat debauchery will extirpate Popery? Our 
enemy fights against us with the principle of a mistaken con- 
science ; we, against the conviction of our own conscienoes, a- 
gainat thao. ** 
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Nwhkh win not admit of description. It is worthy 
of remarki that in all the ciyil wars by which Lrdand 
has been devastated, no instance of a single injtuy 
offered to a female can be charged against the native 
Irish, while, in every instance, the conduct of die 
IBn^sh soldiers was not only licentious, but brutaL 
l!lie exertions of Schomberg, who was an honour- 
ai>le and humane man, at length diedced these atro* 
cities ; but by these exertions he incurred the hatred 
of his own soldiers. 

Soon after the EngE^ army had landed, they 
were joined by the Enniskilleners, and were perfect- 
ly astoimded by the appearance of the men whose 
6ane had been so loudly trumpeted in Engkmd. 
Every man was armed and equipped after his own , 
&shion, and each man was attended by a mounted 
servant bearing his baggage. Discipline was as little 
regarded as uniformity. They rode in a confosed 
body, and only formed a hasty line when preparii^ 
to i^tA. Descended from the Levellers and Cove* 
nant^ they preserved all the gloomy fimaticism of 
dieir &thers, and believed the slaughtering of Papists 
an act of religious duty. They were Tol>bei8 and 
murderers on principle, for they believed themselves 
ooonnissioned to remove idolatry firom the land* 
Inferior to the old Levellers in strexigth and sktU, 
they equalled them in enthusiasm, and suipassed 
them in courage. They never hesitated to encoun- 
ter any odds, however unequal ; and rejoiced in the 
prospect of death, while engaged in what they called 
ike service of the Lord. Reeking from the field of 
battle, they assembled round their preachers, who 
always accompanied them in 'dieir expeditions, and 
listened vdth eager delight to their wild effusions, 
in which the magnificent orientalisms of the Old 
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Testament were strangely combined with Uieir own 
gross and vulgar sentiments. They were^ like the 
modern Cossacks, a formidable body of irregular 
cavalry, and for that very reason an incumbrance to 
an orderly and disciplined army. 

Neither Schomberg, nor any of William's gene- 
rals, understood the value of these men. William 
himself despised them most heartily, and subjected 
them to miHtary execution by the dozen for violating 
the laws of war. From the moment that they join- 
ed the regular army, they performed no exploit wor- 
thy of their former £ime, simply because they could 
not learn a new mode 'of fighting. They were 
aware of this themselves, and frequently declared 
with truth, that " they could do no good while 
acting under orders. " 

Schomberg advanced along the coast, for the con- 
venience of being supported by the fleet. The 
country was a complete desert, having been exhaust- 
ed in the petty warfare between the Enniskilleners 
and the Irish. It was also intersected by bogs and 
mountains, whose difficulties soon broke down the 
strength and spirits of the English troops. At his 
s^proach, James's generals were inclined to retreat, 
but were diverted from this inglorious resolution by 
Tyrconnel, who promised them an immediate rein- 
forcement of twenty thousand men. When Schom- 
berg had advanced as £ir as Dundalk, iie halted. 
His men were quite, exhausted. The fleet destined 
to supply him with artillery and provisions had not 
yet arrived at Carlingford ; flying parties of the Irish 
hung on his flank and rear, cutting off his soldiers 
from food and forage. . Marshal Rosen no sooner 
perceived that Schomberg had paused, than he pro- 
nounced that " he wanted somethmg; '* and imme- 
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diately began to concentrate the Irish forces. Schom- 
herg could not, in his present condition, hazard a 
battle. He therefore chose what seemed a favour- 
aide position for a fortified camp, and secured him-, 
self by intrenchments. James soon joined his for- 
ces, and led them, with banners displayed, before 
the enemy's lines. Both armies were anxious to 
engage, and both were disappointed by their leaders. 
Schomberg knew his own weakness too well to quit 
his position, and James would not hazard an at- 
tempt to storm a fortified camp. The decision of 
both was blamed by their followers, f The English 
said that they came to fight like soldiers, not to 
work like slaves ; and they had imbibed from the 
Enniskilleners a contempt for the enemy. Rosen 
indignantly said to James, " If your Majesty had 
ten kingdoms you woidd lose them. " James ap- 
pears to have relied on the influence of some secret 
emissaries over the French emigrants in Schomberg's 
camp, and on the national vanity of the French, 
who deemed the glories of Louis almost an atone- 
ment for his tyrannical persecution. A conspir 
racy among the French was in £ict detected ; but^ 
berore it could produce any effect, the ringleaders 
were secured and punished. 

There is little doubt but that James would have 
succeeded, had he indulged his soldiers, and ordered 
an assault. Schomberg's camp was unfortunately 
pitched in an unwholesome spot, where his army was 
rapidly 'wasted by disease. His men would doubt- 
less have made a brave resistance ; the foreign vete- 
rans were the best troops then in Europe. The 
dogged resolution of the English infantry has often 
been proved ; but their physicd energies'were broken ; 
and diey must have yielded to troops fuU of health 
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and vigp\xt, ^ghting for tiieir comxby and 'Aek homau 
But confinement to the camp was as destructive to 
Sciiomberg*s galknt army, as the most disastrous de# 
leat could hsve been. The number of the sick £ir 
exceeded that of those ivlio retained then* healA) 
there were not enou^ of spare men to bury tbdbr 
dead ; and the putcii^ittg carcasses soon fr%htfi[^ 
increased the pestilence. The evil was aggravated 
by the diaracteristic obstinacy of ihe Engiyi mA* 
diers ; they were in a bad humour with ^beir gena* 
ral ; and thej exhibited it by negfeoting tbtir own 
oomforts. No persuasion could prevaol upon tfaeai 
to efect huts and odier protections i^ainst die ia» 
dement weather, or to remoYe the d^ bodies of 
dieir comrades for int^ment. They aduafiy wed 
the carcasses £31 shade or shelter, and nmnmned 
^fihea deprived of such accommodations. 

In the quaint words of one of Sdiomberg's o^ 
cecB, *^ It would have been as hard to coi^ne t^ 
Enmskilleners in a camp, as to keep a regiment of 
March hares in a cixde of a yard diameter. " Thty 
meie alloi^ed, during this time, to pursue their owm. 
mode of vear&re, which ihey did with some si»oe8»; 
but their triumphs were more than compensated by 
the loss of Jamestown and Sligo, whidi Saisfield, 
who commanded the Iridi light troops, eapt^n^d by 
storm. The arrival of some fresh regiments enaUed 
Schomberg to remove from the camp which had 
proved so &tal to his army ; but even the retnut 
was attended with Stocking eaSamities. The mo^ 
tion of the wagons over rough and ringed noad^ ' 
proved fatal to a great part of the sick ; they weie 
Arown out, as they expired, by the road-side. The 
regiments, already weakened, suflEered severely from ' 
the fetigues of the march, and Ae inclemfflicy of tibe 
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'^eatiher. Numbers quitted the ranks, and quietly 
refidgned themselves to death, as the only relief pf> 
their miseries. The rear-guard of Schomberg's. 
army literally marched through a lane formed by the' 
piled bodies of their fidien comrades. Thus ended 
a campaign) during in^iich it has been said, with 
some truth, that " Schombergdid nothing, and James: 
fadped him. " 

Nothing couM exceed the disappointment of the 
English nation, when they learned the impotent con- 
diision of S^omberg's campaign. The CromweU 
liaii refugees had represented the Irish nation as a 
set of despicable cowards, who m^ht be subdued 
with little trouble or hazard ; and the English had 
greedily adopted an opinion so flattering to their 
pM^udfoes. Great, then, was their astonishment, 
to find a well-appointed army, and one of the best 
geoersk in Europe, baffled by those very Irish, 
thou^ headed by the imbecile Jaipes. The House 
of Commons resolved to inquire into the causes of 
diis disappointment, and soon involved themselves 
in a serious quarrel with the King, whose conse- 
quences might have been £ital. The Whigs and 
William hated each other most cordially, almost 
from the very beginning of their connexion ; but 
tii^ were necessary to each other, and consequently 
forced to assume the semblance of reconciUation. 
The disputes respecting Ireland were so warm, that 
William is said, on good authority, to have meditat- 
ed resigning the crown, and returning to Holland, 
but was dissuaded by some of the Whig leaders, 
irfio promised to bring the Commons into a better 
temper. At the same time, to satisfy the people, 
William pofessed lus intention of taking the com- 
BMnd of the Irish army in person. 

VOL. II. L 
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A. D. 1690. — DwDg die winter, several d6^ 
ei^agements took place between the Irish light troops 
and the £nmskffien«r% geaerally to the advantage of 
the hitter. The Freii<^ King sent over five thou- 
sand men, under the command of the Duke de 
Laucun ; but neutralized this benefi^ by requiring 
as many Iri^ soldiers in ^Lchange. This was a. 
serious injury to the Royal cause ; for the exported 
troops were the flower of the Irish army, and oom- 
numded by Macarthy More, one of James's best 
officers. The French soldiers^ on the contrary, wene 
raw and undisciplined ; their leader better fitted fsr 
the levee or the drawing*room, than the field of battle. 
The campaign opened ominously for James. A sm- 
gle frigate, l£e liLst remnant of his onoe^powerful flset> 
was paptured by Sir doudesley Shovd, in the mo* 
nardti's presence ; for, on hearmg the firing, Jame% 
believing that the English fleet had returned to their 
allegiance, hasted to ^ shore to receive their sub- 
misoon, but only arrived in time to witness the loss 
of his last vesseL 

The loss of Gharkmont was a mudi more serious 
injury to the Irish cause ; the more especially, as it 
gave full proof of the treadiery or mo^pacity thit 
reigned in the councils of James. Thou^ a fron- 
tier garrison» and of great importance, it wm not 
suppued with proviaons until after the siege had m> 
tuaUy eommoiced. Teague O'R^an, ihs governor 
of Charlemont, was a brave old veteran, in the seven- 
tieth year of his age. He was a quaint humorist ; 
his figure seemed moulded by nature in one of heat 
most whimsical moods ; and it was his pleasure to 
r/Bnder it still more ridiculous by his dress. He was 
small and hunch-backed; his features shaiip; his 
gait irregular. He woie a gricsly wig, of formidaUe 
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jtiiBensioiis ; « iMte he/^ with an immenae "feaftheoTy 
a icailet oo«t> huge jaek-bools^ and a doak ^utt 
waght have eerred a gumt. He was food of nding ; 
and the horse whidi he selected was scarcely to be 
maldied for viciousness and delbimity. Schombezg, 
who was hiittself a little eooentric, took an ftm^,W 
iuacy to the character of Teague O'Regan, and of- 
fered the ganisoQ the most bvourable o(»iditioas. 
O'&egaa's answer was <;hiaaeteidstic ; he simply fe- 
pliedy *^ That old knave Sdtombeig shall not have 
this casde I " A detadmient of five hundred men 
bioiight O'Began a very insuffici^it supply of am-' 
munidon and |)rovisiony which he £Bared diat they 
ii0«Kki soon ccaisuoie, if admitted into the garrison ; 
iKid he tber^bve duwoted them ^ force their way 
back ^ut>i£igh the F4Hgli8h ^biea This &ey aHesE^- 
ed» hot wttBS fepvlsed with loss ; and as G'Ragaa 
would not admit Aan into Ae oasde, they were 
fofced to take up thak fiifurteis on the couni)erscaip. 
The conae^aiees may eaaily be £9ieaeen ; provi- 
aums were soon exhausted ; and ike ^ixison eoaip 
pded to caudate. Sohonibei;g granted the best 
tecms^ fmd> when he met the govwnor, invited lum 
te diismer. During Ae sepaat^ an Irish priest of Uie 
town entered into an aigument with an E^n^Ush 
dnig«on on ^ difficult sidneot cf '^ tiansudistantia- 
tion. " From wofds^ 4k9 diyutmts soon came to 
l^wfr; and aaneaasnger wsaasentto infem O'llegan 
^Ae breacii of the e^it<ilatii(»a» by the ill-treatment 
t>f ^e priest. O'R^n heard the story mth |pre«(t 
Mvityy andeodly ie^d» *^ Served him right ; viduit 
ttie deuoe hiudness had a priest to b^in an argument 
wilhadiegoon? ''•«-« Jeat which had the ha^y efibct 
cf seatciwg aH parties to good humour. 

We must now direct our attentisA to more aeri^ 
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ous subjects. William, previous to his arrival, sent 
over strong reinforcements to the army in Ulster ; 
and as he had not yet learned the value of the Eng- 
lish in£uitry, the new troops consisted chiefly of those 
foreign military adventurers whom we have already 
described. On the 6th of June, his grand park of 
artillery, with all the ordnance stores, was landed at 
Carrickfergus, and thither the King came himself on 
the 14th, accompanied by Prince George of Den- 
mark, the Duke of Ormond, and several other no- 
blemen of distinction. The clergymen of the Esta- 
Uished church waited on WiUiam with an address, 
differing very little from that which they had aheady 
presented to James, but which was probably moire 
sincere. The connection between the church and 
state led to many inconsistencies, which, in that day, 
were but slightly regarded. James was regularly 
prayed for in all the churches vrithin his lines : 
when William advanced, his name was substituted ; 
and when he retreated, his rival again became ^' our 
most religious and gracious King." With e^al 
prudence and generosity, William distributed a large 
sum of money among the northern Dissenting teaoi- 
eirs : they had been the most devoted of his adher- 
ents, and had shared in all the warlike operations of 
the Ulster army. Persuaded that promptitude would 
be of the most essential service, William ordered his 
anny to advance southwards, in order to force an en- 
gagement as soon as possible ; and, when some of 
his officers advised greater caution> he replied^ *^ I 
came not into Ireland to let the grass grow under my 
feet. " His army amounted to thirty-six thousand 
chosen men, of which the greater part were veterans 
whose valour had been proved in several battle-fielcb 
on the Continent. 
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.James, on hearitig of William's landing, hasted to 
join his army, which had retreated from Dundalk to 
Drogheda, and now occupied a position on the 
southern bank of the river Boyne. The French and 
Irish officers vainly laboured to dissuade James from 
fighting. They represented to him that his numbers 
were inferior to those of the enemy; that the greater 
part of his forces were raw levies ; that the promised 
succours from France might be speedily expected ; 
and that, in the meantime, th^ English army would 
be unable to resist the effects of the climate, and the 
harassing guerilla war£Eire that might be maintained 
by the peasantry and the light troops. They show- 
ed him how easily he could maintain a defensive war 
behind the Shannon, until France would strengthen 
hun, and time weaken . his rival. There is no ob- 
sdnacy so great as that of a coward suddenly seized 
with a bra^art fit. James, whose poltroonery — ^for 
his conduct deserves no milder term — had caused the 
loss of the fairest opportunities of success, astonish-: 
eid all his officers by a sudden assumption of courage 
that bordered on rashness. He insisted on fighting, 
with so much animation, that his soldiers were per- 
suaded that he intended to take a desperate part in 
itke engagement ; but at the same time, with ominous 
precaution, he despatched Sir Patrick Trant to Wa- 
(erford, in order to secure a ship hr his escape in 
case of misfortune. It was evidendy William's in- 
terest to bring the affair to an imbediate decision. 
He knew the slippery ground on which he stood with 
the Actions in England ; he was acquainted with the 
secret intrigues of France for his destruction ; and 
^iras couA^nced, that every day that the Irish war was 
protriaeted added to his danger. 
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Om the kflt day of Jraae, al ih% £mlt imm of 
morning, WilHam^s army advanced lowBvds tibe m* 
ver, I&ving chosen a spot lor his eanmy the Eng^iA 
King proceeded to tiuce a anrrey of the enenyV 
lines from a hill, whieh commaBded an exiennfo 
pro^ct. WiUlun found tiie Iiisk posted in a -mvf 
tevouraUe position. On ^e r^fat was die town cS 
Dro^ieda; their left was protected by^ a deep morasa ; 
in ^eir front flowed the river Boyne scarc^ frndU- 
aUe ; and in front of tlieir Hne were some beaift*^ 
works and hec^es, convenient to be Ikied witk in** 
&ntry. In dieir rear at some distance lay the dnmli 
and vilh^ of Donore, and about duree isalea fvetiheB 
was iAie pass (tf Duledc^ on ivhMk fktj depended ftv 
a retreat. 

Anxious to gain a nearer vkwc^ the enenyv Wil* 
fiam proceeded widi some officers towards tbefi»d 
ei^osite the village of OldBmlgey and> having spcuil 
acme time in reeonnoiteing, set down to lefresb hint* 
sdf on some rising ground. His motions had not 
escaped the attention of the Irish anny» Bermdk^ 
Tyrconn^ San^dd^ and some other leaden, radfe 
on the opposite bank to obs^nw the Kngfah anim 
and soon discovered WiHiam's sitnatian. StidAaiy 
a squadron of horse i^ipeared in a ploughed fieU op* 
porite the place where he was sittings They om* 
eeakd two field-pieces in thdff oentiie, whicb vmc 
soon placed m position. At the moment WiUiam 
momgtted hk horse^ a shot from one of ^eee guns 
kUled a man and two horses nearly on a line mUt 
bim, and a second ball grazed his right shonddet^ 
tearing the coot and a piece of the fledL A report 
was spread throu^ both armies &at (^ En^arii 
King was slain; the rumour was spread as&r as 
Paris ; and the rejoicing which Louis meanly order- 
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od on the occasion, proved how highly he estimated 
the character of his opponent. 

To prevent the evil consequences of this unfound- 
ed rumour, William, as soon as the wound had been 
dressed, rode through the ranks of his army, and 
showed hunself to his soldiers. In the evening, he 
called a council of war, not to deliberate, but to re« 
ceive his instructions. Schomberg remonstrated a- 
gainst the resolution to engage^ and pointed out the 
hazard of crossing a river in uie teeth of an intrench- 
ed enemy ; but circumstances scarcely left WilUam 
an option. He rejected the old general's advice, and 
Schomberg retired to his tent in disgust. When he 
nomed the oicber of battle in the evening, he in.- 
A^nantly escckimed^ that it wa& dw ixsfe wludii had 
been ever sent him. 

The debates in the coundk of James were longer 
aad more discordant The assumed courage c^ the 
iiietched.moBafdb.had totally disappeared on thei^p- 
proach of danger ; and be was. now as eager to avoids 
mhb had be^a before to court, a battle^ The Frendi 
^omak, po-oeivkiff the great superiority of WilHam 
IB mudbers wd arttllevy, also w^htd, if possiMe,. to 
dedine en engageomit. The Irish dedafed them- 
sdves reedy to fight Under these circmnstencea^ a 
kaid of half measure was adapted. It was deter- 
. mined to hazard a peilial betde, and to retreat with* 
out risking a genend engagraoeet. To this strange 
delermiiietion, Jknies, in all probabilii^ owed the 
fees oi his kingdonw 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The Battle of the Boyne-^ The Sieges of Athlone and * 
Zimerick. 

On the memorable mcmimg of the first of July 1690^ 
William's army advaaeed to the banks of the Boyne 
in three columns. The cavahy of the right wing 
was commanded by Count Schomb^y son of the 
Duke ; the infantry by General Douglas. The 
centre, under the command of Duke Schomberg^ 
marched towards some fords that had been disco* 
vered near the bridge of Slane. The left, headed 
by the King in person, proceeded to a ford nearer 
to the town of Drogheda. On the side of the Irish, 
the left and centre were composed of native troops. 
The right wing, which took no share in the engage* 
ment, consisted of the French auxiliaries. Count 
Schomberg and Douglas crossed the river without 
much opposition. They suffered, however, severely 
from the heavy fire of the Irish skirmishers, who 
were posted behind the hedges which intersected the 
plain. When these obstacles we're overcome, they 
had to struggle through the morass, which protected 
the left flank of the Irish — an object not to be ac- 
complished without great loss and difficulty, but 
which was finally attained by persevering gallantry* 
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;A;stQni^ed at diis intrepidity) the Irish gave ground 
and retreated towards Diideek, hotly pursued by Count 
Schomberg. Reinforcements, however, soon c^me 
up from the centre, and Schomberg was forced to 
ntire in his turn. 

William's main body consisting of his Dutch 
guard, then the finest in&ntry in Europe, and somei 
regiments of French Hugonots and other fugitives, now 
entered the river, and found the water rising as high 
as their breasts. They advanced firmly, holding 
their muskets above their heads under a severe and 
dose fire, poured upon them by several Irish batta-: 
lions which Hamilton had placed upon the bank. 
The Dutch were not shaken ; they pushed forward, 
and, having gained the bank, rapidly formed, driving 
in the skirmishers before them. They were repeatedly 
diarged by the Irish cavalry ; but diough they suf: 
&ced severely, their squares remained unbroken^. 
William immediately ordered two Hugonot regiments 
said one British to advance to the relief of his favour-* 
ite troops. They were' met by Hamilton's in£uitry 
ia- the stream ; but at length made good their pas- 
sage. Scarcely, however, had this been effected, 
when they were charged by the Irish cavalry. The 
^itish raiment maintained its ranks ; but the Hu<* 
gonots being taken in fiank, were broken, scattered, 
and trampled down in a moment. Caillemotte, their 
brave commander, was slain, the greater part of the 
m»i cut to pieces ; a few fied to the opposite bank, 
pursued by the dragoons. The Dani^ horse next 
advanced, but were broken by the Irish in the very 
first charge, and driven back in great confusion* 
The superiority of the Irish cavalry was now so ap- 
parent, that William's soldiers^ who had not yet cross-^ 
€^^rais€}d a <?ry of " Horse, horse ! " which, being 
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niitalbtn fee an order << To hallfy " MlyinawMed iik 
coBnisioii* 

Had James eliosen st ti»B menent to phoe hni* 
self at the head of his 1»oops for one general chaig^ 
or had the French auxiliaries attacked the Duteh in 
§BiEk, the event of the battle waM certainly have 
restored his crown. But he remained a passive specta* 
tor on the hifl of Donore ; and, as-the Irish tradUttont 
nnanimously ass^, exckiraed, as he witnessai tbt 
destraetive charges of Hamilton's dragoons, ^ l^ait^ 
oh spare my English sul^jeets ! " As to ^ Frenck 
troops, liieir behaviour is wholly inexplici^le, sod 
we cannot even conjecture a probate eanse for their 
inaetivily. W^liam; with his usual presence of mind, 
hasted ta Imng up hk left wmg to retrieve the fee^ 
time of the day, and at the some time, t^ l»a^ old 
Schomberg rallied some in&ntry and cavahy» and 
led them ta the reUef of the centre. The Irish dam* 
goons, returning from the pwsuit of ^ Danes, cimrg* 
ed and broke ^is rem^reement. C^ Schombca^ 
was ti&en prisoner, but immedkiteiy i^r was shot 
by one of his own men. At the same time Mi WaU 
ker the clergyman, irkto had so bravely defendMl 
Deny, and i4k> seems to liiavt ifDA)^bed a £rtal pas^ 
sion for the miStanr pr^ession. William had no 
great respeet, and stiM less aifeelion, fer tlie character 
of this dbrical soldier. When told of his death he 
coolly observedi ^* The iooi I what bunness had he 
<fc«e?" 

The left wmg, consisting of Ae Danieii, Dnleli^ 
and Enniskillen horse> and a large body of inftmtryy 
now ent^ed the action with &eir gailant menar^ 
St their head. They pui^d on steadily, and hioed 
back the Irish ii^Smtry ; btrt; Hamikon's drsgooos 
«till preserved thdr former superiority. They com- 
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ely broke ^ loBeign etvakyy Mid ilwealMied lhe 
sofWHliam'sbaMaliona. He dicft lode to ^ 
fiMwUtteoei^ and asked << n^it they woidd do for 
Udi? " Bmag infeimd that lie wtt tlie King^ 
they dedand that tkajweae ready to Mow hmi ; hid 
Knag diaheaileiied by a doas and dJBslraetiiPe yottc^ 
they wheeled Knindy and gaHoped from the fidld* 
Theur apo to giflfca aay, that they onsuDderatood Acv 
oti ao y aa4 on diaooinBiiii^ theor miaftakey retoawd 
a^ to the fi^t. However ^ut may be» k » eer- 
tan that WiUum, evicr aflei^ .vnwed dbia part of hia 
fereea wkh ceaiten^t, not nnainglfld iMk halwd. 
Hie Indt infantiy weae foieed to xetceat to the YaH 
cf Donoae^ n^teve ih^ made suck a deif>ente stand 
that WiltiMi's Mmy recoiled. Haimlton anoed the 
dedawe BUMseBi to ehaige; but the a^faarea of the 
Bntiih in&Btiy eoidd not be ba^^en ; his tsoopa ]«- 
enkdy and he MoaiBed & piiaoMr* ThelUahthaB 
«ada good their retraai to Dido^ ; and their ear 
nhy dBbctvatty checked every attflaqyt aft pamaiL * 
Theie k & great d M Rwe uc e m ^ mai^ 0Qtemp»- 
nry Bsiraliires of tine engagement that ham bmn 
pihliahed. It was ka^ the htimi of the Grooa- 
mUiaiis to denteffiatt iS» vakor of the Iriah ; and 



* Wkm Haaifooii vna hnmglt Matt Wifliaav be uM 
Um, « whether ^ Iriah would fight igaia ? '* — << Uyon my 
honour, I befieve they will, ** replied the fish generaL ^ Hb* 
HOOT ! TOUB honour ! ** said Witti&m, widi bitter iroiiy, aSod- 
in; to HamiMM'B bicwk of iutk ia the nagodatioa wiA 1>s- 



leL The genena might have defeuded hiiirifj hy plead- 
iog his superior obligation to preserve bis allegiance to his 
' rightful sovereign, and retorted on the not very candid manner 
m whk^ WillSam had behsred, both to his fitther-in-hnr aod 
Ihs lagliiib Biakiu Bat it is not easy to aq|«e with Ae 
kai«of ihirty thauaand mMS asl Himiltmi yradently i«- 
uaiaed silent 
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they have not neglected it on this occasion. But 
the main facts of the battle are indisputable. Wil* 
liam's army j¥as numerically superior to his opponents 
by several thousands ; the EngHsh had a still greater 
advantage in discipline and experience ; and also in 
their artillery and equipments. Yet was the issue oi 
the contest doubtful to the last moment of the day ; 
and, at its close, William had gained nothing but the 
ground on which it had been fought. Except Hamil« 
ton, the English took no prisoners ; and the Irish 
preserved all their artillery, baggage, and standards. 
The numbers slain in the field of battle were nearly 
equal in both sides ; but the balance against the 
Irish was increased after the engagement, by the 
inarauders of William's camp, who murdered the 
peasantry that had come through curiosity to see the 
battle, the stragglers, and the wounded. Jn this 
safe, but not very honourable service, the Enniskil^ 
leners were particularly distinguished. The kidifr* 
putable superiority of Hamilton's cavahy seems t6 
have sorely annoyed those writers who hate to ac- 
knowledge any merits in Irishmen. They gravely 
assure us, that their valour was owing to a half pint 
of brandy, which had been administered to eacJi 
trooper in the morning I Those who are acquaint- 
ed wit^ Irish soldiers, know well that double that 
quantity of ardent spirits would make but little dif* 
rerence in their conduct. After the many proofs of 
Hibernian bravery exhibited during the late war, 
it now seems unnecessary to vindicate their cha** 
racter ; but as bigotry and party zeal have not ufi- 
frequently revived these calumnies, it is the duty of 
an impartial historian to defend the character of th& 
brave, more especially when they have been unforn^ 
tunate. 
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- With equal injustice have many Irish Catholic 
and Continental writers attempted to detract frbtn 
William's merits in this engagement. If heroisto 
oould bestow a title to a throne, William merited 
one on this occasion. His coolness, his courage, 
kis presence of mind, averted total ruin, which fre* 
quently seemed impending; and he alone deserves 
the credit of the final success; for, without m aib- 
use of language, it can scarcely be called a victory* 
Though srBering from the pain of the wound whi^h 
he had received on the preceding evening, he shared 
in all the &tigues of the battle. He was constantly 
to be seen in the hottest part of the engagement, 
directing the evolutions, and animating the courage 
of his soldiers. Under every danger and difficult 
lie preserved the same unshaken firmness ; and wlien 
one of his own troopers, not recognising his per* 
^OD) levelled a pistol at his head, he coolly put 'it 
aside, saying, " What I .do you not know your own 
ttends?" 

Beiore the fiite of the battle v^as quite decided, 
James fled to Dublm, and summoned a hasty ooun^ 
cil of hk friends. To them he addressed a speech^ 
equally false,* malignant, and ungratefrd. He ascrib- 
ed his defeat to the cowardice of the Irisii — declaxad 
that he believed the contest hopeless ; and then oon* 
tinned his flight to Waterford, breaking down the 
bridges to {ffevent a pursuits The Irish were heart- 
ily glad to get rid of him. They jiistly ascribed their 
defeat to his cowardice and incapacity. ** Change 
kiagSy " was their common cry, ^ and we will fight 
■^be battle over again I " At this hour the name of 
tlie wretched monarch is never mentioned in Ireland 
without an unsavoury epithet, expressive of the u^ 
most contempt and detestatbo* 
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Tims IflfttD tfaemsdvw, ike histi leaders deters 
mined to adopt dieir original t^ui, aad wkbdiwr 
tfaear Ibrecs befaind the Shannon. Beibte lea;nB|; 
Ddbim, they loleased att the prisaneiB whom Jjobb* 
had oonfitted Har pditkal offences ; and, asseaiibliog 
the psinctpal Prcieatants, lesigaed ike onstcMfy a 
the cky into their hands* SaMcely, however, was 
the ffnimm wkhdcawn, than a Pratestant mob as- 
sendded, aod be^n to ^under the hooses of the 
Oslholic gentry. SasEBfieM's house was not only 
sabfaad, but totally destroyed. Increadng in tio* 
Imoe, ihe feantk popdaee set ftre to ^ sabnrbs, 
tfdthnateBed to bum ^e eity Fitzgerald, one di 
the iKildace fimi%, who had assumed the govern* 
ment}' with difficulty restrained these accesses, and 
sent an earnest roqueat to Wiiham to a miffident 
ganison. The ianhnass ai ikx King's movements 
cfterthe battle of die Bope, ei^osed him to severe 
censures, which he by no m^ms merited. Ahm* 
ing accounts reached him of a general con^iracy 
againrt his power thnmqi^ut England and 'BoolJana. 
He knew that a Fiaaxk Had vms at sea, and tiutt a 
auundbon of fiagates had been detailed to destrwf 
his tmnsports, and bloekade his «rmy in ireiand. 
liiidciLy ier him, these fe^aSes were met by James^ 
^isho iBOitBd on their lelBpdi^ with him to France, 
vnd 'dnis aavad his eBemy from inevitable ruin. 
£i^and had at this time ceased to foe mistress of 
-Ae sea» ifer nu^, united with diat of Holkuid, 
jiad been severely defeated by ihe Frrach off Beadiy 
£bad, the dt^ bc^ra die battk of the Boyne, ana 
A Fxenoh acmy was daiy expected to land on her 
ihofes. But the sc hemes oi Louis were diseonoect- 
ed by Ihe wathdrsadi^ of the frigates by JamgD 
H\e feared William's pmsenoe in B^;iand #cndd 
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BHider an inwisioD hopeless ; and when he could not 
longer confine him to Ireland, laid ^iside the plan 
altc^ther. 

. Drogheda surrendered immediately a&er the hat- 
tie <^ Sie Boyne, Wilham having deckured that he 
would give no quarter in case of resistance. It is 
scarcely credible that he seriomly designed to re- 
peat the barbarities of Cromwell, iMit it is a stain on 
his character that he even threatened such an atno- 
ei^. It is more to be lamented that he adopted the 
p<4i(^ of the Ai^glo-Irish, and made this a war of 
confiscation. No pretence whatewr can be disco- 
vered for treating the Irish then in jsms as re^ls. 
If James had abdicated the finghsh throne, whkih 
clearly he did not, «till he had never in any way re- 
signed his right to Ireland. The Irish Parliament 
had unanimouSy seoognised him as their sovwe^gn, 
md his aaklMM»^ had be^ implioitly dbeyed in the 
greater part of the island. William, as he frequent- 
ly ^shoii^ was duly impcesBed with these oonsider- 
atioBS ; but he oouM not do justice «ven if he wish- 
ed. He was at the mercy of the |>c^ar party in 
Eni^and, and th^ were tai^t by the CromwelEans 
that the Irish had r^ieUed agpdnst " the Eqglishia- 
tevesty '* and ^* ProteBfeant ascendancy '' — two conve- 
nient phrases for their own vile and detestable «li- 



: a long pi^use William advanced to DubHn, 
and fiffmed his camp at Finglas^ within two milea 4£ 
that city. He received the addresses of the deifgy 
with his usual coldness ; but gratified the n^acity of 
liis adheieniB by issuing a oommission of forfeitures. 
He also puUijied a prodamaticm ofiering pardon 
Mid protection to such labourers, fiurmers and arti- 
sans, as would accept his proteotioa and live in peace ; 
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but at the same time dedoring that he would, "-leave 
die desperate leaders of the rebellion to the chanee& 
of war. " In other words, denouncing robbery and^ 
murder against all the Irish noblemen and gentle^, 
men who were in arms to support the cause of their 
rightful sovereign. The Irish leaders, if they had 
ever wavered, which is not improbable, were cob* 
firmed in the design of maintaining the war by this 
iniquitous denunciation. They fortified themselves 
in Limerick and Athlone ; and being thus secured 
by the strong line of the Shannon, they boldly set 
their enemies at defiance. 

The reduction of Athlone was intrusted to Gene- 
nd Douglas, under whose commimd were placed ten 
r^ments of in&ntiy and five of cavalry. He ad* 
vanced as if he ^i^ marching through an enemy's 
country. The protections which had been granted to 
liie peasants who had submitted according to the 
terms of the royal proclamation, were flagrantiy dis^ 
regarded ; and the barbarities, whidi the (reneral made 
scarcely an effort to check, completed the aveisiaii 
of the Irish to the dominion of the Prince of Oninge. 
Before proceeding to the^est^ William had reduced 
Wesford, Waterford, Clonmel and Dtincannon, with 
little difficulty. Hie fortifications of these towns 
had not beeU repair^ since the former war ; and -as 
the Irish had determined to make their great stand 
behind the Shannon^ no e^PoH Was made to save 
them. The news firom England was at one time so 
akrming, that William was on the point of retiuo* 
ing thidier, and committing die care of Ireland to 
his generals. He had, in ract, completed all die pte* 
parations for his departure, when more fitvourafafe 
uitelligence arrived, and he resolved to remaia and 
ptosecute the Irish war. 
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Oa arnving be&re Athlone, Dougks found the 
part of the town whidi lay to the east of the Shan- 
non destroyed, the bridge broken down, and the 
Irish town, as it was called, on the west bank, forti- 
fied with great care* Colonel Grace the governor, 
a descendfuit of Raymond le Gros, one of 3ie origin 
nal Norman invaders, had taken every possible pre- 
Cttuliim against a siege, and indeed had made the 
]^Aace nearly impregnable, Douglas, having arrived 
at the opposite side of the river, was surprised to 
find such formidable preparations made for his recep- 
ticHi* He sent a summons into the town ; but Grace, 
enraged at the accounts of the cruekies perpetrated 
by the English army, fired a pistol at the messenger, 
and bade him take that as his answer. Douglas re- 
solved to undertake the siege in form ; and having 
erected a battery, opened a heavy fire on the castle* 
It was returned with supmor vigour ; his wbrks 
were ruined, and his best gunner kflled. The cruel- 
ties his sokliers had perpetrated on the peasantry, 
prodnoed their natural efiect* No provisions were 
brought into the camp; and the detached parties 
sent out to forage, were cut ofi* by parties of those 
imfortunate men whom they had themselves driven 
to desperation. The Protestants in the neighbour- 
hood suffered most severely. Before the arrival of 
the K" gh<ih army, they had taken out protections 
from the Irish commanders, and had lived safely 
under them ; but, on the approach of those whom 
they deemed their fiiends, they resigned the benefit 
of diese protections, and declared themselves subjects 
of William. Their reward was insult and spolia- 
tion. The English soldiers, or rather, the foreign 
adfenturers of which the English army was com- 
posed, cared more for plunder than religion. With 
VOL. iu M 
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itnct impartiality they robbed eqaalfy Piroteitt«ldts 
and Catholics, and made both die victims of Uieif 
abominable depmnty* Tbero was this ^fiRsrencei 
however, betivetn theiiH-4he Cadiotics coiM at aby 
time find ^dtw wiliun Ae Irish lines. The Pro* 
testants having committed themsetves, by deolaring 
lor Wilfiam, v?efe forced to submit to whatevw hi* 
digniiiee Ivb army diose to inflict ; and ihey vvere 
nvmeioQB, grievonst lund oppressive. 

After having fired for several days on the castle 
to litde puB^ose, it was determined by the English 
to fiuoe the passage of the river at Lanesboroc^ 
0ome miles fiuther north ; bnt the detachment sent 
for this purpose fbmid ^e pass already occijqpied by 
the enemy> and, after a £iiiit efibrt, it was meed to 
retire with considen^le loss* A proposal was made 
to attempt a passage l^ a ford at Bome distance from 
the bridge ; bat this was found to be so w^ sectlred 
by some field-works which ^ Irish had etected on 
the baidc^ Uuit the atten^ was given up as despe- 
rate. In the meantime, a report was cnxnikted that 
Sarsfield vras advinci^ with fifteen thousand men 
to raise the siege. Douglas had no longer any 
hopes of success. He retiied with great prectpita- 
lion, abandoning his heavy baggage, and fitting 
^ high road tor fear of a pmfsuit. Hie miseries 
endured by this unfbrtunate army in llieir retreat 
were dreacmil ; but they were exceeded by those of 
die unfortunate Protestants, who had no oth^ alter- 
native but. to accompany their oppressors. 

Douglas found William advancing towards Lime^ 
rick, fully persuaded that he was marching to speedy 
and certain conquest. He had learned, by his spies, 
the Intter jealousy ^at existed between the Irish and 
French, and Aat several of liouis's offioers^ already 
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^ 4ilgli8ted with the aatoie of their seryioe, had z»- 
Umod home. ^ The r^K>rts were true ; but WilliaBi 
wjie no longer in * sitttatim to ava^ himself of these 
circumstanoes. By his eoounifision of &rfieatiires, 
he had rendered justice to the Irish neadj impos* 
isiUe^ and left them no dioioe between war aod a 
I^Aiae submiamon to iinprindpled spcdiation. 

Triisting to the effect of the dissenaions between 
the Fiendi and IHsh, William made very ineffieient 
ppqpaotions iot the aiege. He hrou^ with him only 
a field-traby and ordoed his heavy arttikry to be 
affolt after him firom Dublin, under a sufficient escort. 
After driving in the ou^xMts, the Englidk army en- 
ctmp^i w'waia cannon-diiot of the walls^ aad a se- 
gular summons wm sent to the govemor, RnaJMii, 
A soldier-like answer was retumedl The French ge* 
oeiml wrote to the King's secieUiy, becaoae he could 
not give the royal titfe^to a pecson whom his master 
reoopjised only as Prince of Orange. He stated, dbat 
be was suq»rieed at die etumnons, and that he hoped 
to acfttire the good opinion of the Rrinoe, by a gallant 
de&Dceof the foctms with which he had been intrust^ 
ad. The spirit manifested by the governor was wdl 
flupooited by the gMziaoii ; «Bd it was aoon discover- 
ad^hat no hopes could be entertained of a speedy 8iir«- 
jrender. The sicige was there&ie undertaken in fiirm. 
Pew besityng armies ever exhibited such a variety 
c^ tongues and natioos, as that now assembled before 
limeridc ; * and still fewer were leas guided by any 

* It is said, that ^ Danish leguBflntsamreeNdgvetftgra- 
tificatioii at discoyeringy on the ground of uieir encampment, 
one of those circular mounds which are so common in Ireland, 
md «tin retain ^ name of Danish Forts. They were proud 
at disoorering snch memoriala of the time when the name •f 
the fidirkings fiUfid Western <£iir(^ wil<h terror* 
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{mnciple of morals or humanity. They plundered 
and burned the country in every direction, and reN> 
newed the scenes of brutal lust and barbarous mui«- 
der which had been displayed at Athlone. As ia' 
the former instance, the Protestants were the prin«-' 
dpal su£Perers ; for on the advance of the Englisii 
army, they had all resigned their Irish protections^ 
and tendered their allegiance to William* For these; 
men there was no retreat; they were obl%ed to 
submit to every indignity. The vigorous defence: 
of the garrison filled William with amdety. He: 
sent orders to hasten his heavy artillery, and com* 
manded his cavalry to scour the country, and repel 
the attacks of the peasants, who sought every op- 
portunity of retaliating the wrongs they had suffered 
lirom the soldiers. 

The news of William's situation was conveyed ■ 
into Limerick by a French deserter ; and Sarsfield 
immediately fcnmed the daring plan of surprising the 
escort that was now on the road. For this purpose, 
he secretly led his troops over Thomond Bridge, 
and, proceeding up the Shannon as far as Kilkloe, 
crossed over into the county of Tij^rary, and form* 
ed an ambush on the line of march which the escoti 
should pursue. Manus O'Brien, a Protestant gen- 
tleman of Clare, brought intelligenoe of Sarsfield's 
march to William's camp ; but the Engli^ officers 
laughed at him for his painsi; and much precious 
time was lost before he could gain admittance to the 
Royal presence. The King at once conjectured 
Sarsfield's object, and ordered Sir John Lanier to 
proceed with a detachment of five hundred horse, 
to protect the convoy. The precaution was taken 
too late. 

The convoy arrived within seven miles ^ the rear 
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of WiHiam's camp on a fine autumnal evening, with- 
out having discovered the appearance of an enemy 
dmag their entire journey. Here they halted in 
reckless security, not dreading an attack so near 
the main body of the army. Suddenly, Sarsfield 
and his cavalry rushed upon them ; the waggoners and 
sontinels were cut to pieces in a moment ; the others, 
sUrtled from their sleep, half-armed, confused, and 
unao^ainted with the country, were slaughtered al- 
most without resistance. Sarsfield hasted to improve 
his advantages; he loaded the cannon to the muzzles, 
and buried them deep in earth, heaping over them 
stones, carriages, and ammunition-waggons ; he then 
laid a train to the whole, and, drawing off his men, 
fiised it on his retreat. The dreadful explosion was 
heard at the distance of several miles through the 
'8am>unding country, and was by many mistid^en for 
a supernatural occurrence. Lanier and his party 
ctsokd up just in time to witness the work of destruc- 
tioQ ; they attempted to revenge it by an attack on 
Sarsfield's rear, but were so roughly handled that 
they were forced to retreat ; and the whole Irish 
party returned into Limerick without loss. 

William could not yet bring himself to raise the 
siege ; two of his cannon had escaped without in- 
jury, and with these he determined, if possible, to 
e£Bsct a breach. After an incessant fire of several 
days, the wall at length began to yield ; and, by per- 
severance, a breach twelve yards in length was made. 
A gallant storming-party was formed ; five hundred 
Britii^ grenadiers, supported by the Dutch guards, 
and some En^ish and Brandenburg regiments, drew 
up under cover of their intrenchments, and, about 
three o'clock in the af^moon, were ready to start 
en their haaardous enterprise. These preparations 
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had not escaped the notice of the garrison ; the fire 
from the walls, Bmd that &om the English batterieS|' 
ceased ; a perfect stillness reigned in the can^ and 
in the city ; there was a brief space of de^ and aw-* 
fal silence— no tmsuitable prerade to the work of 
death and destniction. The day was intensely hot ; 
the son shone with nmisual brightness in a clondless 
sky ; not a breeze rippled the broad expismse of the 
l^knnon ; nature seemed to hare presented all the 
images of tranquillity, as dissuasives from the ctt* 
nage that was about to ensue. Three cannon, shot 
in rapid snccessimi, gaye the &tal signal ; the grena* 
diers leaped from their intrenchments, and mshed to- 
wards the breach, firing their muskets and htirling their 
grenades ; the Irish opened on them, from the wallsy 
a perfect hail-storm of shot ; the EngHsh batteries 
answered with a heavy fire, to divert the attention of 
the garrison ; the storming party hmried on, and 
were soon engaged, hand to hand, with their enemies 
at the outside of the breach. The grenadiers forced 
their way, and part of them actually entered the town ; 
but the Irish closed their raiiks behind them, smd 
effectually checked the progress of the rest. T^iese 
brave men were nearly aU destroyed. The citizens, 
in overwhelming crowds, kU upon them; and only 
a few, desperately wounded, succeeded in cutting a 
way back to their companions. The breadi was 
again assailed, and again defended, with the same 
determined spirit. Crowds of women mingled vnth 
the soldiers, and fought as bravely as the men. They 
reproached William's soldiers with the nameless abo- 
minations of which they had been guilty, and vowed, 
in their own nervous language, to be torn in piece- 
meal, before they would submit to the power of 
such wretches. For three hours this furioas contest 



Digitized by Google 



CIVIL WAES OV IRBLAND. 189 

was maintained with equal obstinacy. A regiment 
of Brandenburghers seized possession of an Irish 
battery ; but, at the moment that they were about to 
improve their advantage, the magazine took fire, and 
they were all blown into the air. William now saw 
that success was hopeless. He, therefore, ordered a 
retreat, after having lost two thousand of his best 
men. 

It is said, that the English soldiers were anxious 
to make a second assault ; but the King clearly saw 
that it was absolutely necessary to retreat. He, 
therefore, disarmed his batteries, and led away his 
diminished army, accompanied l^ a mcJadcholy troop 
pf Protestants^ who ooidd no longer remain in the3x 
fonner homes, and were whplly without protection, 
from the indiscriminate ravages of the licentious sol* 
dieiy* The exioesses of Williasn's anny during tbi$ 
retreat can soaicely be paralleled in the ann^ of 
war ; but the imputation that the King himself coun<» 
tenanoed their cruelties is certainly groundless. Wil- 
liam's was not a perfect character ; but he does not 
appear to have been capaUe of the monstrous atro- 
cities with which be has been chai^ged by lus ene- 
mies ^-^atrodtiea that would never have be^ cre- 
dited, but for the horrid massacre at Olenco. Hav- 
ing conducted the troops to Clonmel, William hasted 
to Duncannon, and embarked lor England} accom- 
panied by Prince George of Denmark. He intrust- 
ed the command of the army to Count Solmes and 
General Ginckle. Lord Sidney and Mr Coningsby 
were ^pointed Lords-justices, with a blank in their 
conunissipn for the insertion of a third name* 
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CHAPTER xnr. 

MarJJborougKs and Oinekle^t Winter Ccanpaign, 

We have already mentioned the jealousies that sub* 
sisted between William and those who had raised 
him to the throne. National animosity increased 
this discontent. The English felt that the Dutch 
had succeeded to their place among the leading 
powers of Europe. They deemed that they had be« 
come a mere appendage to Holland> and were \a^ 
able to conceal their mortification. The appoint- 
ment of foreigners to aU the important militaiy c(Hn« 
mands in Ireland, was felt as a reproach upon Eng- 
lish courage and conduct. Even the successes of 
the King himself afforded no pleasure to the people, 
for they could not cease to regard him as a foreigner. 
The head of the powerful psuty, that adopted and 
propagated these sentiments, was the Princess Anne, 
whom her brother-in-law had unwisely treated with 
neglect and contumely. She laboured to raise up 
an English hero, who might prove a worthy riral of 
William ; and such she found in the Earl of MarU 
borough, with whose Countess she was «mited in 
the bonds of a most intimate friendship. Marlbo- 
rough proposed to the English government to un- 
dertake the conquest of Cork and Kinsale, and thua ^ 
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complete the redaction of the eastern coast of Ire- 
land. William, though aware that this proposal 
was designed for his own mortification, cotdd not 
venture to resist, and yielded a reluctant assent. 

It was so late in the year as the twenty-first of Sep- 
tember, when Marlborough arrived in the harbour of 
Cork, where litde or no preparations had been made 
£or resistance. He landed almost without opposi- 
tion, and marched straight towards the city by the 
passage road. He was soon after joined by Sgra- 
Tenmore, whom Gin<^e had detached to his assist- 
ance, witb nine hundred cavahy. These were fol- 
lowed by four thousand infimtry, under the command 
of the Prince of Wirtemberg, who appears to have 
been instigated by WiUiam to claim a share in the 
expedition. Wirtemberg, as the superior in rank, 
diumed the chief command ; but Marlborough in- 
sisted, that the armament had been confided to him- 
self and would not allow his right to be disputed. 
After a long dispute, a formal reconciliation was ef- 
fected by the intervention of their friends. It Wa» 
agreed, that each should command in turn on alter- 
nate days. Marlborough took his turn first, and 
save the word " Wirtemberg." The Prince felt the- 
loroe of this politeness ; and when he took the com- 
mand, the word was '^ Marlborough." But, not- 
withstanding 1^ reciprocity of compliments, their 
mutual jealousy continued unabated. 

The siege of Cork was an enterprise of more im- 
portance than difficulty. The city is built on » 
marshy plain, surrounded and commanded by hills. 
The walls were in a sad state of disrepair ; and the^ 
castle of Shandon, by which the city is commanded 
on the northern side, was so dilapidated, that it wa& 
at Ooce resigned to die besiegers. The garrison had 
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therefoKy bo h<^ of final sueceiBS ; but they dstn* 
nuDed to make such a defimoe, as would entitle them 
tp £Eivourable tenns of capitiJation. The battexiea 
which Marlborough had planted on the south side 
of the river, somi made a pnK^caUe breadi ; but 
the assault was l^ no means void of hazards Be* 
twe^i the camp and the city a branch of the Lee> 
£mlaUe only at low water, runs ; and beyond that 
lay a marsh, now built over, which served as a coon* 
tBf scarp to the fortifications. When the breach had 
been ejected, the governor o&aed to sulHnit on the 
«ame conditions that William had usually granted to 
the Irish garrisons, namely, that the troops should 
march out with th^r arms, and be conv^ed to 
lameriok. Mariborough, anxious to show that WiV* 
liam had been too lenient on sudi occasions^ per- 
emptorily insisted that the ganison diould become 
prisoners of war. ■ WirtenJberg as strenuously re- 
qcunmended compliance with the governor's da* 
mands. While the generals wasted time in this dii^ 
pute, the tide returned, the ford was no loi^jer 
passable, and the firing was renewed at both sides. 
When the breach had been further enlarged, ordras 
wetre given that a sinning party should be formed. 
Several English officers volunteered their sermee 
on the occasion, and, among others, the Duke of 
Grafton, the most respectable of the natural childran 
of Charles II. 

Tlie English troops bravtly pressed tbnm^ the 
river, and formed a lodgement on the mardb, not 
&r from the walls. Here the Duke of Grafton was 
killed. The spot where he fell is still called Graf- 
ton AUey, now nearly in the heart of the city. 
Before any further progress could be made,, the gar- 
liaon renewed their parley, and surraoidered tbrao^ 
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Mrea pnsoners of war, on condition that persons 
and property shonld be respected. TTie ink with 
whi^ die capitulation had been signed was not yet 
dry, when it was fl^^rantly violated in erery parti- 
cnkr. A mob of the lower order of Protestants 
assembled, and began to plunder the houses, and ill 
treat tiie persons of the Catholic citizens. The 
army was not dow in mutating die contagious ex« 
ample, an<j[ a dreadful scene of licentious confusion 
ensued. The governor was wounded ; the Earls of 
Tyrone and Clancarty could scarcely escape with 
tlieir lives. MarIb(n*ough and Wirtembag strenu- 
ously exerted themselves to put an end to Uiese dis- 
graceful proceedings; they succeeded widi great 
difficulty, but not before several persons had been 
severely hurt, and immense mischief done to pro- 

Fiom Cork, Marlborough advanced to Kinsale. 
At his approach the garrison abandoned the town, 
and retired to the castles called Old Fort and 
Charles Fort. The former of these was easily taken 
by storm. The latter made a formidable resistance, 
and Marlborough was obliged to grant the governor 
the terms which he had previot^y refused to the 
garrison of Cork. It is suspected also, that he 
made use of golden arguments to persuade the go- 
iwmor to a speedy surrender. 

The merits of this brief campaign were not very 
great ; but its successful termination, contrasted with 
WOMam's disgraceful retreat from Limerick, gratified 
tlie pride of the English, and threw the nation into 
a transport of joy. lliencefbrward Marlborough 
became the &vourite hero of his countrymen, and 
aequiibd the power of pursuing that brilHant career 
which has rendered his name immortal. 
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The greater part of the French auxiliaries fss^e 
withdrawn from Ireland, in consequence of the nus* 
representations of James, who declared that the fur- 
ther protraction of the war was useless* How great 
are the accumulated wrongs that the Irish have suf- 
fered from the Stuarts I The tirst James robbed 
the natives of Ulster of their property, on account 
of a conspiracy that never existed^ and for whicb» 
even if it had existed, they coidd not be answerable. 
The first Charles attempted a still more unprincipled 
spoliation in Connaught, and gave the nation as a 
sacrifice to glut the fanatic Puritans, in order to 
divert their attention from himself. The second, 
Charles joined in the robbery of those who had de- 
voted their lives to his service, and gave their estates, 
to the Cromwellian adventurers. And now, the se- 
cond James having prevented them from making an 
honourable peace, laboured to destroy their chance 
of waging a successfril war, and, as fru: as he was 
concerned, devoted them to ruin. 

The Irish witnessed the departure of the French 
without regret. Confident in their own resources^ 
and relying on the abilities of their frivourite gene- 
ral, Sarsfield, they still hoped for victory, and look- 
ed forward, not with ill-grounded confidence, to the 
final result. Ginckle, after the surrender of Cork^ 
determined to harass the Irish by a winter campaign,, 
and despatched a party of his troops to subdue the 
western part of the county of Cork, and the county 
of Kerry. The plan completely failed. His troops, 
were unable to force the mountain-passes, and were 
driven back with considerable loss. The Irish, on. 
their part, were defeated in an attempt to surprise 
the garrison of Mullingar. 

But the English siSered most from the <^ta^: 
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tions of the irregular troops. Sarsfield's cavidry 
swept the plains round their posts, surprised their 
detachments, intercepted their convoys, beat up theit 
* quarters. Numbers of the peasantry, driven from 
^eir homes by the violence of the soldiers, formed 
ihemselves into troops of banditti, called, from the 
p3tes with which they were armed, rapparees. They 
laid waste the country within the EngUsh Unes, and 
carried their plunder in safety to their £istnesses in 
the bogs and mountains, their cuiming and agility 
Tendering all pursuit ineffectual. To oppose these, 
the government authorized the organization of Pro^ 
testant rapparees, and thus increased the calamity ; 
for the new corps of robbers was employed more in 
securing plunder for themselves, than in checking 
the inroads of the Irish. Ginckle began to despair. 
He wrote to the King, explaining his situation, and 
declaring his beHef, that, if coneiliatory measures 
were adopted, and equitable terms offered to the 
Irish, that the war might easily be terminated ; but 
that the dread of confiscation compelled the Irish 
gentry to persevere in resistance even against their 
wilL The King himself entertained the same opi«> 
nions, and woidd willingly have granted the terms 
which he had originally offered Tjrrconnel ; but that 
fruition, known by the name of the Old Castle 
Party, which has ever been the bane of Ireland, 
possessed more power in the cabinet than the King 
himself and frustrated his wise and benevolent in^- 
tenttous. 

The remembrance of the game of the Cromwellian 
-forfeitures, was strong in the recollecticm of these per- 
sons. To win estates for themselves, by the same abo- 
-minable means, was the object of their highest am* 
bition. They played with sure cards; the hazard 
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and danger of the war &I1 on tlie army, England 
bore the entire expense : they trusted to mopc^ioUae 
all the hwta of victory* To those who remember 
bow many attempts have been made, .within the me- 
mory of man, to repeat the same game, there can be 
little neeesi^ of furnishing any proofs of this iaS^ 
mous policy ; but to othera, the foUowiag esttaet 
firom a letter written to Ginekle, by the Irish Seooe- 
tary of State, will disclose some put of that mystery 
of iniquity which was sanctioned wadei the pret^ioe 
of its being necessaiy to siq^)ort *^ the Prote^ant k»- 
terest.;' 

*' I did very much hc^ " he says, ^' that sofiOB 
favourable declaration m%ht have been emitted to 
break the Insk army, and sav« the cost of a fieU- 
battle. But I see our civil officers regard m&rt 
adding L^O a year io the En^ish proprietary in 
this JciMgdonty than saving En^and the expense q^ 
L^OfiOO, I promise myself, it is for the Siog's, 
the allies', and jEk^land's interest, to remit mosl^ or 
all the fcafeitures, so that we could immediately 
bring the kingdom imdei their Majesties' d^edi- 
ence." 

Unfortunately for the interests both <£ £p^and 
and Irdand, th^ pmdoit councils were de&aled. 
A long campaign, in which the entire English in- 
terest was several times on the very brink of nini> 
and was only saved by accidents* so £eu* beyond the 
oalculations of ordinary events, that they might air 
most be deemed providential interpositions.. Ireland 
was delivered over to the government of a m^ciless 
Action, whose boast was, that they cru^ed her ifo- 
rit, wasted her resources, and baffled the bounties of 
Providence. Nor did England escape with impunip 
%y kr. having though ignoianstlyy couIUe^anQed. tbis 
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tx^QStioo. The Irish msr laid the fimndation of ^e 
notional debt, whk^ has been so long a heavy and 
almost intokrdble borden on her induirtry and resoiif* 
ots ; fer in the dispensations of Heaven, then is ^ 
punishment for the sins of nations as w^ as indivi* 
Aads* We have bestowed merited censore on the 
act of fof&iture passed by James's pariiament) and 
me must not witmu^d condemmrtion from the nnpriiw 
dpfed confbscaticHis sanctioned by the government of 
William. From a leport presented to the Engls^ 
HoQse of Commons, it appews, that the ^^ifeitaret 
made by the government of King William, stripped 
diree thousand nine hundred and tiventy-one persons 
of lands, amoimtuig to more than one million and 
sbcty thousand acres, valued, in that day, at three 
millions three hundred and nineteen thousand, nine 
hmdred and fofty*diree pounds steriing — a prize 
nel worthy the attention of the '* exclusively lapl,^ 
m they termed themselves, e^edaUy when, without 
My ri^ of their own, they could contend for it wkh 
the \Aood of fereignere ai^ the weidth oi England. 

The mode in which the Lords-justices and the 
** Castle party" proceeded, is an edifying example of 
t^ mode by whicti the hnna of law have been so 
often prostituted to sanction ii^stice in irdand 
Theymdicted the Irish gentlemen who possessed 
any estates of high treason, in the several counties; 
omnt whidi they had jurisdiction ; and then removed 
them all, by certiorarh to the Court of King's Bench 
in Dublin. By this ingenious eontrivanoe, those 
who were to be robbed lost all opportunity of niak« 
ing their d^ence ; indeed, in most cases, they were 
igttOMnt of their being accused; and the Irish govern* 
m^it was saved the trouble of showing how the Irish 
pe(^ 4x>dd be guilty of hig^ treason, for siqiport- 
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ing the cause of their rightful monarch against a 
fpreign invader. They felt conscious that this was 
A matter not to be proved very easily ; and we must 
give ^em due credit for the prudent modesty of 
dieir silaice. 

During the winter, rumours of plots and conspi- 
racies were rife in Dublin. They served as an excuse 
for issuing some very severe proclamations against 
Papists ; and many of them, no doubt, were invented 
for the purpose. The cotemporary pamphlets fiir- 
nisli us with some strange instances of clumsy &bri- 
cations, which, in that day, met ready credence, and 
with not a few melancholy examples of the atrocities 
to which fear, the most cruel of the passions, hurried 
men, that would, under other circumstances, have 
been patterns of honour and humanity. 

The proclamations of the Lords-justices are mre- 
cious specimens of Anglo-Irish le^slation. xtie 
first declared, that the Popish inhabitants of counties 
^ould be assessed, to make good the damages done 
to Protestant properties within the said counties. 
This wise plan of making the innocent suffer for the 
guilty is still preserved, but without the religious 
distinction. It has enabled some very honest indi- 
viduals to convert old houses into new, and sell stacks 
of bad corn at the price of good, by seizing the 
golden opportunity of real or pretended insurrection, 
to fire one's own house or bam. The second edict 
declared, that no one should be protected who had a 
son in the enemy's quarters — an ingenious conver- 
sion of the old ^^ punishing the sins of the Others 
upon the children, " by making the parent answemble 
£or his offspring, which has not since been thought 
worthy of imitation. A third proclamation ordered, 
that no more than ten Catholics should assemble ia 
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a body ; and sentenced the priest of the parish, 
where such an assembly should be held, to trans- 
portation. 

Ginckle was honoured with the intense hatred of 
the Castle-faction, for his resistance to their dread- 
ful system of slaughter and confiscation, which, in 
plainer terms, he looked upon as nothing better than 
murder and robbery. He solicited the Lords-jus- 
tices to issue a proclamation, promising protection 
and security of person and property to the Irish, on 
their submission ; but the desire of forfeitures was 
too strong ; they encountered his requests with equi- 
vocation and delay ; and, finally, answered him with 
a flat refusal. Fearing, however, the Royal displea- 
sure, they graciously permitted him to issue a pro- 
clamation in his oton name, offering to grant rea^ 
solvable terms to all in arms, on their immediate 
submission. The Irish were not such fools as to 
be duped by this illusive promise ; they saw at once 
how matters stood, and resolved to persevere in their 
resistance. 

At this time, most of the Irish leaders were sin- 
cerely anxious for an accommodation ; they were 
disgusted with James, and justly indignant at the 
treatment they had received from the court of France ; 
tbey entertained, besides, a high respect for the cha- 
racter of William and his military officers, whom 
they never confounded with the malignant Crom- 
wellians. But in this, as in several other instances, 
a wretched faction stood between the throne and 
the people, depriving the sovereign of the alle- 
giance of valuable subjects, and robbing the nation 
of the blessings that flow from a paternal govern- 
ment. 

VOL. IX. N 



Digitized by VnOO^lC 



290 HftSTPORY OF THE 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The Siege «f AtUone-^The Battle of Aughrinu 

A. D. 1691 The defeat of the English anny at 

Athlone and Limerick, convinced Louis that his 
ally had too soon despaired of Ireland ; and, anxioua 
to protract the war, he sent thither some officers, a 
small sum of money, and a good supply of military 
stores. In adherence to the line of miserable pc^icy 
which he had previously pursued, he only made such 
Exertions as would serve to protract the war, and 
could not be persuaded to send such a force as must 
have driven the English army to their ships. Ten 
thousand men, a force which the French Kmg could 
well afford, would have given him possession of Ire* 
land ; but, with unusual and unwise caution, he re- 
fused to risk a sufficient armament- until it was too 
late. The wretched James could not resist the op- 
portunity of insulting his devoted subjects, even in 
this the crisis of their fate. Though the retricvid of 
his afiairs was pwing to the exertimis of the gallant 
Sarsfield, he would not intrust him with the com- 
mand of the army, but conferred it on St. Ruth, a 
French general of some reputation. Such an insult 
to the favourite hero of the Irish, was poorly com- 
pensated by the title of Earl of Lucan whkh ho 
conferred on him. Sarsfield was disgusted; and 
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iiie conduct of St Ruth by no means tended ta 
soothe his irritated feelings. ^ The French general 
was unquestionably possessed of great military ta* 
IcQts ; but, as unquestionably, he greatly overrated 
their importance. From the very outset, he serioua- 
hf believed that the terror of his name would be suf- 
ficient to conquer Ginckle ; and he did not discover 
his mistake, before this stupid vanity had nearly 
ruined his cause. The manners of St Ruth wer€ 
£ir fi:(HU conciliating ; he treated the Irish generals 
with supercilious contempt, and, when, they presum? 
td to offer advicey. pucsued a line of conduct oppo- 
site to that which they recommended, from a pure 
^int of obstinacy. To the Irish, ladies he behaved 
in that style of affected gallantry then fashionable at 
the French court, but which the native Irish have 
ever i?egarded with detestation. The time that should 
have been spent in preparing for the campaign, was 
wasted by St Ruth in balls, festivals, and idle re* 
views. A chief cause of his negligence was, his 
having found the Irish army so . much better organ- 
iaed than he ejected, and his firm persuasion that 
the line of the Shannon was impregnable. Had he 
paid the slightest attention to its defence, he might,, 
behind it, have defied all the strength of England. 
The Irish officers could scarcely suppress their in- 
dignation at " being thus pestered witfi a popinjay ;" 
and in some of their letters written about this period, 
we find them bitterly con^laining of the hard £sA^ 
which bound them to the service oi a monarch that 
they despised, because the sovereign to whom they 
were anxious to tender their allegiance could not, in 
cetum, secure them in life and estate. 

Ginckle s preparations for the ensuing campaign^ 
showed how deeply he was impressed with its im- 
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portance ; he obtained considerable reinforcements 
from England, an additional train of artillery, and 
an abundant supply of military stores ; he drew in 
most of his garrisons, and even brought all his soldiers 
from Dublin, to strengthen his army for the ap^ 
proaching struggle. The Lords-justices and the 
Castle-faction complained bitterly of being left thus 
exposed to danger ; but Ginckle had too much rea- 
son to be offended by their obstinate adherence to 
their plan of protracting the war for the sake of con- 
fiscations, to regard their remonstrances ; and would 
probably not have been sorry to leani -that the Wick- 
low mountaineers had rushed upon Dublin in lus 
absence, and fairly removed, for ever, those great 
obstacles to an honoiu^ble peace. The Irish gar- 
risons east of the Shannon were easily subdued ; but 
the treatment of the prisoners presented a question 
of some little difficulty. It had not yet been settled 
whether the Irish were enemies or rebels ; and, con- 
sequently, it was not determined whether their lives 
should be spared when they were taken. Ginckle 
in most, but not in all cases, leaned to a mercifril. 
decision ; but his Cromwellian auxiliaries were ne- 
ver troubled with any scruples. Though the Irish 
were not rebels against the King, they were rebels 
against their tyrannical oligarchy ; and therefore they 
hanged them on every occasion without ceremony 
Such has been the conduct of the same parties in 
«very subsequent instance. The troops of the line 
sent to quell any of those insurrections against local 
misgovemment, which have been, with strange perr , 
version of language, denominated, " Irish Rebel- 
lions, " have generally behaved to the peasantry with 
-the utmost tenderness; but in no case has there 
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been even the semblance of mercy in the conduct of 
die Irish militia and yeomanry. 

Contrary to the advice of the Irish leaders, St 
Ruth had fortified the English town of Athlone, on 
the eastern bank of the Shannon. It had been re- 
sted as defenceless, in the former campaign, by 
Grace ; and the imperfect repairs which it now re- 
ceived were insufficient to sustain the heavy fire 
of the English batteries. On the 18th of June, 
Ginckle appeared before Athlone, and advanced to- 
wards the town, driving in the Irish skirmishing 
parties, which had been sent to annoy, rather than 
interrupt his march. He opened a heavy fire from 
a battery of ten guns on the English town, and 
soon effected a practicable breach. After a fierce 
resistance, the place was taken by assault ; but the 
garrison retreated into the Irish town, and broke 
down the bridge behind them. 

The loss which he had sustained in obtaining 
even this partial success, filled the English general 
with anxiety. He immediately sent for additional 
reinforcements ; and in the mean time erected seve- 
ral batteries, from which he poured an overwhelm- 
ing fire on the devoted Irish town of Athlone. 
Notwithstanding their vast inferiority in weight of 
metal, the Irish returned the fire with great spirit. 
Night brought no respite to the toils of either be- 
siegers or besieged. It was midsummer ; the wea- 
ther was singularly fine, and, in the clear sky, the 
extreme of evening almost touched the morning's 
dawn. Athlone was soon a heap of ruins. Tower, 
battlement, and rampart, fell in succession befora 
the storm of shot and shells incessantly hailed from 
the English batteries. But the garrison retired not 
from these ruins, and defended the shapeless mass 
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of broken fortifications as fiercely as if they had b^en 
perfect defences. An attempt was made to turn ik9 
Irish position, by forcing a passage at Lanesborough ; 
but the pass was too well guarded to render success 
at all probaUe. Ginckle saw, that his only hc^e 
was to force a passage by the Imdge. He erected a 
breastwork and covered gallery on his side of the 
bridge, and directed all the fire of his batteries on the 
works which the Irish had erected at their extremity. 
The heat of the weather made the wattles and wood- 
work, at the Irish side, as dry as tinder. They took 
fire by the bursting of a shell; and, under cover 
of the smoke, the English workmen hasted to lay 
beams and planks across the broken arch, llie 
work was almost completed, when a sergeant and ten 
men, covered with complete armour, sprui^ over 
the ruins of the Irish breastwork, and began to de- 
stroy the newly-formed passage. For one moment 
the English paused in admiration of the heroic at- 
tempt ; in the next, the batteries swept them fiwrn 
the world. A • second party, similarly accoutred, 
succeeded, and completed the destruction of liie 
work, under the incessant discharge fi'om the English 
lines, and two of them returned to the town alive. 
Nine days elapsed before Ginckle was ready to make 
a second attempt. The Irish received information of 
his designs, and were prepared for his reception. 
The attack had but just commenced, when the gra?* 
nadeslhrownby the Irish set fire to the En^ishbre&st- 
woric ; and, before iht fiames could be extii^uish- 
ed, all the works, galleries, and pontoons which Gmc-* 
kle had so laboriously prepared, were burned to ashes. 
Saint Ruth was intoxicated with success. He re* 
moved the brave defenders of Athlone, and stq^liGd 
Aeirj^aoe with inferior regiments. He iflsind in* 
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.yUntions to all tlie gentry in the neighboiuhood^ 
<'iuid gave them a ^lendid entertainment, followed 
by a ball, in his camp, as if there was no longer 
any reason to dread dsmger* In the EngHsh can^ 
there ^«as x;ertainly great consternation; but there 
was, at the same time, that determined valour which 
sinks not under any adverse circumstances, and de- 
lives the means of victory from defeat itsel£ Ginckle 
convened another council, where it was warmly de- 
bated, whether the army should retreat or make -a 
second assault ; for it was impossible to continue the 
mge longer, as the surrounding country was ex- 
hausted, and tlie army could obtain neither provi- 
sion nor forage. Ginckle's opinion was for imme- 
diate retreat; but he was persuaded by the majority 
of his officers .to make a second attempt, by fording 
the river on the following morning. The news of 
Saint Kuth's absurd confidence, which he learned by 
moajofiof his spies, encours^d the English general ; 
and io increase it, he b^an to withdraw his guns 
from the batteries, as if ppeparing for immediate de- 
partarfib The Irish officers were not deceived by these 
4fipear«Bces. They entreated Saint Ruth to be on 
his guard against another attack. He laughed at 
th^ jcautions, and said that the English would not 
d^xe to attempt.it. Sai;8field coolly answered, that the 
enterprise was not <too 4iffic«lt for English oouioge* 
The French general nuui& a contumelious reply, and 
Sarsfield, justly offended, withdrew. . 

To avood any appea^»nce l^ which the enemy. 
might be. alarmed, it was lesohed to make the at- 
tempt t\t the ordinary hour of relieving guard. 
The signal was die tollii^ of the church-bell ; 
and at the first summoas^ the JEinglish soldiers, 
haaded by all the chief officers, plunged into the 
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Stream. Their passage was nearly effected beft^e 
the garrison recovered from their surprise ; and • 
when the Irish did open their fire, it was weak, 
and badly directed. The English pushed for- 
ward, and gained the bank before the regiments 
in Athlone could stand to their arms. In the mean 
time, Ginckle repaired the broken arch, and poured 
over an overwelming force without interruption. In 
less than half an hour, Athlone was lost irrecover- 
ably ; and St Ruth was roused from his slumbers, 
just in time to learn the irremediable loss occasioned 
by his presumptuous folly. The garrison retreated to 
the Irish army, half armed and half clad. The troops 
had been completely surprised, for the greater piurt 
were asleep when the attack was made. The an<^ 
naKsts'of the time record with surprise, that Ginckle 
would not allow his soldiers to kill the sleeping 
men ; and some bigots were greatly scandalized at 
the respect which the General expressed for the offi- 
cers and soldiers of this gallant garrison. He learn- 
ed from them, that the Irish suspected James and 
Louis of an intention to unite Ireland to France, 
and that they would much rather be connected with 
England, if their rights were respected. ** It is your 
friult, " said they, '* that you have so many enemies. 
We are sensible of our imhappiness in depending 
on the French ; but you have made it necessary for us^ 
We must, and will, and are preparing to fight it out," 
His narrow escape from utter ruin, made Gindie 
anxious to terminate the war on equitable condi- 
tions; and, after infinite difficulty, he obtained a 
proclamation from the Lords-justices, far diffiM«nt 
from any they had previously issued. It set forth 
the greater blessings that Ireland would enjoy nndor 
the dominicm of England, rather than of France^ 
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it ofi«red a free pardon to all who should surrender 
ma^hin three weeks ; security in person and property 
to all officers and governors of garrisons, with a pro- 
mwe of equal or superior rank under William's go« 
yemment ; and a free exercise of religion, with such se- 
cnrity as the King and the Irish parliament could devise. 
' The French laboured strenuously to destroy the 
effect of this proclamation. They declared, that 
Louis had determined to make more vigorous exer- 
tions in behalf of his Irish allies than he had hither- 
to done, and that he was preparing to send a power- 
f^ fleet and army to their assistance. This was in 
feet true } but the hope of succour would scarcely 
hme overcome the disinclination of the Irish to 
unite with the French, had not the efforts of Louis's 
friends been ably seconded by the Castle-faction in 
Dublin. The underlings of administration exerted 
themselves on this, as on .countless other occasions, 
to defeat the wise and beneficent measures of their 
superiors. The misgovemment of Ireland has scarce- 
ly ever been owing to the different English noble- 
men and statesmen who filled the office of Chief 
Governor or Chief Secretary. It was owing to the 
oiganized faction of their inferiors, who had acquired 
a thorough knowledge of all the tricks and chicanery 
of office, from their long monopoly of place and 
power* On this occasion, their avarice and greedy 
desire after forfeiture, was further stimulated by their 
pride. They were, for the most part, men of mean 
birtk and obscure parentage, the sons of those who 
had been elevated to fortune by the strange chances 
of the Cromwellian war; and they felt that they 
would be humbled, even in their own eyes, if com- 
pdtted to sit on the* same bench with the genuine 
aii«tooracy of Irdand, whether of Norman or native 



Digitized by Google 



2d6 HISTOBY OF THE 

descent. The representations of this vile hiodoa led 
the Irish to believe that the Government was iti- 
sincere in its offers, and they therefore lesolved to 
abide the chances of the field. 

After the loss of Athlone, St Ruth retired with * 
his army to the hill of Kilcommeden, in the ooooty 
of Roscommon, and prepared to decide the £ate of 
Ireland by a pitched battle. The position whieh he 
selected was truly formidable ; the left was protected 
by a small stream runnmg down through abrupt 
hiUs, and beyond this lay an extensive morass, 
through which there was only one nairow road. 
The passage was commanded by the ruinous castle 
of Aughrim, and might easily have been noade im- 
pregnable. St Ruth believed that it was so already. 
The bog extended in front of the Irish position to 
the right, where there were some hills opening to 
more level ground. A little in advance stood the 
house and grounds of Urachree, which were occu- 
pied by a ^rty of horse. 

The English army prepared to attack this posi* 
tion on the twelfth of July at noon. The battle 
commenced on the part of Gindde by an attempt to 
force the Pass of Urachree. The Danish horse, to 
whom the service was intrusted, broke when led to 
the charge ; two English regiments of dragoons weare 
successively beaten in the same attempt ; and the Eail 
of Portland, whose regiment next advanced, found 
^t the Irish had left Urachree, and tidcen a better 
position behind the stream, which flanked thdr right 
wing. Ginckle*s mind was ^aken by the spwrit 
ehown in the defence of this post. He drew ^ff his 
men, and summoned a coundl of war. It was at 
first resolved to delay the battle until the following 
morning ; but anxiety for the result, and an im- 
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patieiiee x>f anxious suspense, induced the leaders to 
flange Umix ^resolution. In consequence of this de-* 
lay, the engagement did not commence until hal^ 
past four in the evenings when Ginckle pushed some 
battaUons of in^wtry over the ground that had heen 
already so well contested. The rivulet was soon 
crossed ; but the Engli^ were forced to sustain a 
close and heavy fire &om the Irish, posted behind 
hedges that intersected the hill. Between these 
(ledges :the Irish had' cut lines of communication ; 
so ihat when they retired, the English infantry ad- 
vancing in pursuit were exposed to destructive voi- 
les on both flanks, and forced to give ground in 
their tunu The manifest intention of the English 
General to force his right, induced St Ruth to bring 
up fresh troops from the centre ; and Ginckle seized 
^he opportunity to cross the bog, and attack the 
front of the Irish position. Eour regiments were 
ordered on this service; and they waded throu^ 
the morass with great difficulty. From the enemy 
they met no opposition, imtil they had reached the 
ioot of the hill, when the Irish pursued the same plan 
that had been already successful on the right, firing 
from behind hedges, and retiring until the English 
became entangled in the difficult ground, when they 
suddenly poured in a close and destructive fire. The 
English recoiled and made a stand at the edge of the 
bog. The Insh followed up their success by a fii* 
rious charge. The four regiments were broken and 
driven across the bog, ^uite to the muzzles of their 
cannon. Most of the principal officers remained 
pissoners. Two odier divisions had crossed the 
bog ; but they maintained their position, and could 
JDot be tempted to advance. Completely successfrd 
»n the fight and centre^ Saint Budi, in the fulness 
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6f his py, cxclaimecl, " Now wiU I drive the EngHsli 
to the waMs of Dublin I'' — a boast which the special 
interposition of Providence alone prevented him from 
ikccomplishing. Ginckle's last hope depended on 
the success of Talmash's cavalry on the left ; but 
that leader had to Contend with no ordinary difficul- 
ties. The pass by the castle of Aughrim would on- 
ly admit two horsemen abreast; and it was com* 
manded by a small battery, which, however, was 
badly served. Just as Saint Ruth was about to 
diarge the divisions thsit still maintained their ground* 
his attention was directed to Talmash's movement on 
his left. He expressed great admiration of their va- 
lour, and regret for their certain destruction. He 
ordered the cavalry to be brought up to attack them 
as they emerged from the defile, and rode himself to 
direct the fire of the battery. Ten minutes more 
would have completed the ruin of the English army. 
An attack, however weak, on Talmash's detachment, 
must have sealed its ruin. The Irish horse were far 
more numerous. They had never yet been beaten 
in any encounter ; and now, had they rushed on the 
English dragoons, making their way through a nar- 
row defile, and broken by the fire of the battery, 
the event could not have been doubtful* At this 
critical moment. Saint Ruth fell by a ball from the 
English cannon beyond the bog. TTie battery ceased 
firing — the cavalry halted, waiting for orders — and 
Talmash, seizing the unhoped for opportunity, gal- 
l(^)ed, without interruption, to take a share in the 
contest at the centre. 

It is impossible to discover the circumstances that 
left the Irish without a commander afler the fall of 
Saint Ruth. Sarsfield was probably not in the field; 
for his indignation, after the loss of Athlonej led 
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him into a serious quarrel with the French general. 
No other leader would venture to undertake the di- 
rection, and the consequence, of course, was &ta]. 
The appearance of Talmash so unexpectedly was mis- 
taken by both armies for a token of victory. The 
Irish, having heard a confused account of some great 
calamity on the left, believed that wing totally de- 
feated. The £)nglish, of course, thought that their 
General must have obtained some signal advantage, 
before he could have penetrated so &r. The re- 
maining English divisions now forced their way over 
the morass, and the Irish began to retreat. At first 
their movements were performed with great regukt- 
rity ; but, as each troop and battalion now acted in- 
dependently, their evolutions soon interfered with 
each other. Cavalry became mingled with infentry ; 
and, before the evening closed, their retreat was a 
complete rout. * They were pursued with merciless 
slaughter. Before the death of Saint Ruth, the Irish 
lost scarcely a man, while the loss of the British bad 
been very severe. The tide of fortune was now 
turned ; for the Irish were cut down in crowds, with- 
out attempting any resistance. The number of the 
British killed and wounded was over two thousand ; 
— ^that of the Irish exceeded seven thousand. 

Ginckle was not much intoxicated by bis victory 
at Aughrim. ^ He felt that it was nothing better than 
a lucky escape ; and, from the spirit displayed by 
the enemy, feared that the termination of the war 
was still at a distance. Neither were the Irish so 
greatly dispirited as might have been expected. They 
felt that victory had been wrested from them by one 
of those chances which baffle ordinary calculation, 
;and did not yet despair of success in another field. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
The Siege and Treaty ofLimerieJL 

•GiNCKLB, after his yictory at Aughrim, aefced wi^ 
a vigour and promptitude which proved him wortiiy 
d success. He sent out detadiments to se^ve 
^e Castle of Trim, * and several other small but im^ 

• The ruins of Trim Castle form the Frontispiece to the present 
vc^me, and, independent of historical association, there are £9W 
scenes, even in this land of romance,^ more strikingly picturesque and 
beautiful. 

Trim, Co. Meath, is situated on the Boyne, about twenty-two milea^ 
north-west from Dublin. It was formerly a walled town of consider- 
able strengtii, but is now chiefly remarkable for some interesti^ re- 
mains of antiquity, and for being the place whence sundry absurd and 
tyrannical Acts of Parliament were promulgated during the reigns of 
Heniy VI. and Edwutl IV. Among tiiose enacted during the r^fga 
of the former monarch, one required the native Irish to shave the up- 
per- lip at least every fortnight, under pain of confiscation of proper- 
ty ; while Act 60 Edward IV. 14d5, declares that it shall be lawftol 
for aU manner of men who may find thieves robbing by night or by 
day, " or going or coming to rob or steal, having no fai^^ man of 
good name and fame, in English apparel, in their company, ** forth- 
with to kill such, without even the form of a trial, and to cut off their 
heads, which heads, on being brought to the portreeve of the town oi 
Trim, were by him to be fixed on a spear, and disi^ayed upon the 
walls of the Castle ! 

The early history of Trim Casde has not come down to us. It is 
supposed to have been erected by William Peppard soon after the 
first invariott of the Engli^ ; Imt, falling into decay, it vms re-b«at 
about the beginning of the 13th centuiy. During the expedition of 
Richard II. to Ireland in 1399, Trim Cfastle, then considered a place 
of the greatest strength within the English pale, received as prisoners 
within its walls the sons of the Dukes of Gloucester and Lancaster, 
ftidings haying reached the mmiarch of those insurectionary raoremeiits 
of the latter which terminated in the subversion of the house of An- 
joto, and the elevation of the rival branch to the crown of England. 
In 1423, Mortimer, Earl of Meath and Ulster, who then occupied Trim. 
Castle, died there of the plague. « 

For nearly two centuries this place of strength is scarcely mentioft^ 
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portaiit posts, while he advanced witii the main- 
body of the army against Gralway. That he was 
not intoxicated with snecess, s^pearo from the hf 
"VDuraUe conditions* which he granted to the s^^e** 
ral garrisons that he captured. In all eases, he 
i^owed them to proceed to Limerick with their 
arma and bi^gage ; and when the garrison of Ba«- 
tM^ie/ preferred laying down their mtos and retnm- 
ii^ home, he presented five shillii^to each soldier, 
as an encouragement to persevere in their peaceful 
intentions. There was but a mere appearance of 
attadc and defence at Galway. O'Donnell, whe 
conmumded a body of the kregular Irish, had long 
since sold himself to the British general. Lord 
Dillon, die governor of Galway, could not depend 
upon the garrison. The civic authorities were an- 
xious to avoid the perils of a siege ; and Ginckle 
was eager to terminate the war on any terms> before 
the arrival of French auxiliaries would enable his 
opponents to try once more their fortunes in the 

ed ; but, daring the troublous reign of Ghaiies I. it again acquires a 
de^«e of notice, from the following circumstance :— In 1041, it was 
taken possession of by the insurgents ; but its fortifications appear to 
have fallen so much into decay, that the ruinous stone-wall by which 
it was turrouuded, afforded no protection to its occupants. Accord- 
ingly, Sir Charles Coote, whose name is so notorious in this eventftil 
period, «aNly forced a puaage, and retook, the Castle. Daring the 
night, however, he was silently attacked by about 3000 of the enemy. 
The sentinel sounded the alarm ; and Sir Charles, who, on such ex- 
peditions, never went to bed, was instantly on horseback, and, at the 
bead of onlv seventeen troopers, charged on the assailants. They 
were instantly thrown into conftasion and <H>mpeUed to fly, ignorant 
of the numbers by whom they were attacked ; but pursuing them nn-^ 
gnaudedly in the dark, Sir Charles received a mortal wound, whether 
ftedi his own followers or the enemy, was never ascertained. He 
was buried in Dublin—" floods of English tears " saith the chronicler, 
*< accompanying him to the grave. ** 

In 1047 Trim Castle was strongly fortified, and occupied by C<donel 
Fenwick with a regiment of foot and some troops of hoi-se. It was 
besie^ on the part of the confederates by General Preston, bat 
aoon after relieved by Colonel Jones. In 1649, however. Lord Inche- 
qnin succeeded in driving out the Parliamentarians. In 1650 the 
]K«yali8t« hekl poesession of Trim Castle, but were finally compelled 
to surrender to Cromwell's generals, Hewson, Reynolds, and Sir 
Theopbilos iixoM^-^EdUor qf Cmutable's MiscelUmy, 
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iield. D*Usson, the French commands: in Galmy, 
and the English general Talmash, were both opt* 
{>osed to terms of accommodation ; the former, h«« 
.cause he hoped that Louis would soon send the 
•promised reinforcements ; the latter, because he bad 
become tainted with - the lust of forfeituise, thai 
bane of England's civil and military officers in Ire* 
land. The lovers of peace prevailed. It was l^reed 
that Galway should be surrendered on the condi* 
tions of a ^^ general pardon of political offences, the 
continuation of the civic authorities in their reac- 
tive offices, security of property and estates, and peto* 
feet freedom of religious worship. " These terms 
were strictly observed by Grinckle, — a eircumstance 
that would not be recorded to his honour in any 
other history, but which must be mentioned here as 
a singular instance of good faith ; for on every ^other 
occasion, William's officers flagrantly and shamelessly 
violated articles of capitulation. 

Ginckle remained some time at Galway, hoping 
that the Irish at Limerick would open negotiations 
for terminating the war. He knew that the curse of 
divided counsels was upon this their last stron^old ; 
and he chose rather to trust to intrigue, than hazard 
the dangers of a doubtful siege. The Irish were 
now divided into two parties ; one anxious to submit 
if favourable terms could be obtained ; the odier re^ 
lying on the assurances of France, that a fresh sim- 
ply of men and munitions of war should.be sent, by 
which they might retrieve Uieir former losses. The 
inexplicable delay of Louis at this important crt-. 
sis daily weakened the )atter party, which would 
indeed have been unable to subsist, if it had not 
been supported by the spirit and enterprise of the 
gallant Sarsfield. During these discussions, Tyr* 
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eonod, who stiU held the empty title of Lord lieu- 
tenant^ died, apparently of a broken heart* Ha. bod 
loi^ survived all his political in^rtanoe, and vas 
faaraissed by the muttered reproaches of those ii4io 
hkmed his original inactivity for all the calamities 
which had overtaken his cause* He was succeeded 
by three Lords-justices, Fitton, Nagle .and Howden, 
mo were all indined to submission ; but were de* 
teimined to make no composition which did not in«> 
dude the general body of the Catholics. 

The memory of William's fajlwod at the fomier 
81^ of Limendc seems to have produced a strong 
e&ed on Ginckle's mind. He propeeded with a 
downess and caution which almost savoured of <timi^ 
dity. King William and l^e Lord&-justioes were 
DOW sdarmed -with the news of the active prepara* 
iioos making in France foa* the relief of Ireland, and 
wiote to exhort Ginckle to bring the war to a speedy 
termination Notwithstanding diese exhortations, it 
was not until the 25th of August that ^e English 
atny appeared before the town. At the same time 
tL fleet entered the Shannon, and came as far up the 
liver as it could vei^ure with safety. 

The general occupied nearly the same ground 
^dndi the King had mamtained in the former siege ; 
but, with less judgment, he ^erected his batteries 
i^nainst the English town, which was impregnable. 
For several days the cannon and mortars nred heavy 
and incessant discharges of shot and diells, without 
producing any decisive efiect. The dty indeed had 
been several umes set on &e ; but the flames had 
been easify extinguished, without causing much aUf 
noyance to the enemy. The inhabitants and a large 
pprtion of the Irish army, especially the cavalry, had 
onoamped on the Clare side of the nver, and, as .the 
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town was only invested on three sides, they si]^fefed 
no inconveniences from the siege. The detached 
c^rations on both sides were of little importance. 
Levison, detached by Ginckle, subdued part of Kerry, 
Sligo ; and some other towns submitted to English 
generals on the same conditions that had been grant- 
ed to Galway. On the other hand, , the roppare^ 
C(Hitinued to cut o£P stragglers and intercept the pro* 
visions of the English army. Finding that his poe* 
sent batteries were ineffective, Ginckle erected an- 
other towards the river near King's Islsmd. After a 
heavy fire of two or three days a breach appeared ; 
but when preparations were made for storming, it 
was discovered that the attempt could not be ha- 
zarded without risking the destruction of the entire 
army. The English general was almost reduced to 
despair ; and issued orders for repairing the fortifica- 
tions of Kilmallock, whither he resolved to retire, and 
take up his winter quarters. The offers of a traitor 
named Clifford induced him to postpone his retreat* 
From the very beginning of the siege, it was evi- 
dent that the town could not be taken while the 
Clare side lay open to the garrison, and enabled 
them to obtain constant suj^lies of provision, and 
fresh recruits. Ginckle saw this clearly, but was un- 
able to discover any remedy. The passage of the livvr 
was by no means easy, and a few determined men 
on the opposite bank could easily render it in^prac- 
ticable. The Irish camp contained a numerous aad 
gallant cavahy^ which had never yet beoi defeated. 
In order to attack them with any hopes of success^ a 
large detachment should be sent over ; and i^ ^Aea 
^vthey were separated from the rest the army, the gnr- 
rison should make a sally on the English cao^, 
Ginckle's army must have been, irretrievably ruiQ^. 
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*Tifeadiery and suprise were necessary to his success, 
and luckfly he was able to avail himself of both. 

The English general issued orders to dismantle his 
batteries — an operation equally necessary, whether he 
succeeded or failed in his expedition against Clare : 
for the guns were badly placed ; and should the siege 
be continued, an entire change should be made 
in the disposition of his forces to ensure success. 
There was a small island in the Shannon separated 
£rom the Clare side by a fordable channel, which 
Ginckle saw was the best place for attempting a pas- 
sage. It was guarded by General Clifford with four 
regiments of dragoons ; but this commander had 
now sold himself to the English, and had promised 
to resign the pass without opposition, or even excit- 
ing alarm. The almost universal tradition of the 
Irish peasantry is, that Colonel Henry Luttrel, the 
ancestor of the Carhampton family, was the person 
who betrayed the passage of the Shannon to Ginckle ; 
imd his name is at this day proverbially used as an 
epithet for all that is vile and in&mous ; but he was 
at the time imprisoned in Limerick, on the suspi- 
cion of some other piece of treachery. Ginckle con- 
tinued his preparations for raising the siege, and at 
die same time prepared a number of pontoons for 
transporting his army to the island. The garrison 
of Lnnerick, intoxicated with joy, uttered loud shouts 
of eaniltation wfaeli they saw the English dismount- 
ing 'dieir guns. They were persuaded that the siege 
was about to be raised, an event which they justly 
regBocded as a full compensation for the disastrous 
battle of Aughrim. On a dark night Ginckle laid 
Ms bridge of boats without being discovered. Six 
hundred grenadiers, with a numerous body of horse 
'and foot, passed over to the island without being dis!« 
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covered, 4uid having fonned there, proceeded to ford 
over to the main land. A picquet and some sentl- 
jids of Clifford's detachment, not having shared in 
Xheir leader s treason, ofTered some resis.tance ; but 
not being supported, were easily cut to pieces. 
Clifford, :as had been stipulated, rode off w^ hjs 
troops, and did not even warn the Jiidx army of the 
enemy's approach. The cavalry camp was fpmplete^ 
ly surprised. The ^eater part of , the horses were 
grazing at a distance of about two miles ; and all who 
have ever seen soldiers, must know the awkward- 
ness and insufficiency of dismounted troopers. The 
inhabitants in the city camp, wholly unused to war, 
were thrown into a state of fiightful confusion. The^ 
rushed in crowds over Thomond Bridge, a long, nar 
low, unsightly edifice, and many were crushed to dea:^ 
.by their companions. Had Ginokle pressed forwards 
the war might have been terminated on that &tal 
evening ; but he dreaded .an ambuscade, and feared 
that the garrison might sally out and attack the camp 
during his absence. Content, therefore, with his pre- 
sent success, he retired rather precipitately. Nor 
were the advantages he obtained of sli^t importance* 
The greater part of the saddles and accoutrements of 
the Irish cavalry were taken in the camp ; and thus, 
that part of the enemy's forces which he most dread- 
ed was rendered inefficient- 

The conduct of the garrison in not making <» esiJif 
during Ginckle's .absence, has been severely censured ; 
,but it can scarcely be blamed if all the circumstance 
he ^ly considered. The |>assage of the Shannoii, 
and the surprise of the canm, fiilly proved that there 
were traitors in their councils, and no one kn^w how 
^ the conspiracy had extended. 

Ginckle, wisely took this opportunity of issuiog « 
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proclamation, offering the Irish veiy fiivourable terms 
of peace, and reprobating the folly of those who would 
prefer a connection with France to that with Britain. 
At the same time he secretly intimated to Sarsfield, 
diat King WMam had become greatly attached io 
his character, and was willi^ to purchase his S^^ 
vices at almost any price. There is no doubt thai 
Sarsdeld would have pte^mA an al^e sovereign like 
WiDiam, to such a miserable bisot as James ; bul^ he 
entertained a chivalirous sense of honour arid romaii* 
tie spirit of loyalty, suiieientfy ntfe in all ages, but 
bZ this period unpandMed; the offer was reftise^ 
courteously, and the resistenee continued. VaciUa-^ 
tion now reigned' in the English councils. Moay 
were of opinion that liie siege should be raised> an^ 
lalmash, with difficidty, prevailed on tlie general t» 
order another attack, with 1^ understanding that it 
cbould be the last, if not attended wkb vei^ decided 
success* 

On the 22^ of September, Ginckle again crossed 
the Shannon with a itoore numerous detachment thcn^ 
before, and attoeked the Irish posted in fiont of 
Thomottd Bri(%e. The British were beaten bafdk 
in the first attempt, and their eavidty thrown uMo 
confusion. At the same time, the in&ntiy was ex- 
posed to a severe fire firom the walls, and mm some 
jgnivel pits which l^e Irish had lined irith musketeeys* 
xhe ctiefeat of the assault seemed certain, when the 
fiite of tite day was changed by the British grena^ 
diers. With heroism never surpassed, diey pa^secl 
through the fire of the forts, piereed the Iri^ CtH 
lomns, and fell with aU their weight on d^' P^^ 
that defended the bridge. This narrow strocttw 
, wa» soon heaped with pifos of dead above its bat^ 
ments, forming a new obsta^ to the^ advance o^ the 
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British. At length, the French officer who ootm» 
raianded at Thomond gate, ordered the drawbridge 
to be raised, and thus left the Irish detachmoit ex- 
posed to certain rain. The greater part leaped into 
the Shannon, and endeavouied to swim to Uie city. 
Some succeeded, but many were drovmed. The 
Irish have always insisted that the drawbridge w«8 
rmsed before it was neeessaiy ; and this wanton sa*- 
crifice of their friends completed their alienadon 
from their allies. No satis&ctoiy reason has ever 
been assigned for the garrison of Limerick not hav«> 
ing attacked the English camp while Ginckle was^ 
engaged on the Clare side of the l^iannon. Had 
they done so, the En^ish army must have been ir«>> 
retrievably ruined ; for the regiments left to guard 
the lines were few, and miserably ineffici^it. It' 
probably was not thought of until the fiivouraUe- 
opportunity was lost. Great as this victory was, il 
could slightly improve^ Ginckle's real situation. The 
Irish had suffered a great loss of men ; but ^ 
English were fiur from winning a bloodless triumph ;• 
and there was this difference between their loases^ ^ 
the Irish could easily procure fresh recruits, but 
Ciinckle had it not in his power to obtain new rein-' 
fbrcements. 

The raising of Thomond drawbridge, hotweveri- 
did more for Ginckle than any victory could effect.' 
It determined the Irish army to sedc peace, because 
the soldiers believed that their brethren had beoa-. 
needlessly sacrificed ; and the manifest mismanage- 
ment of affairs, ever since the dealli oi St Ruth, hod- 
diaken their confidence in their commanders. Thou^ ^ 
Sarsfield was nominally at the head of the army, as 
was chedced and controlled by the other genenla 
nor, indeed, does he seem to have acted in wis crisis 
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m^ ar manner worthy of his former &raev' He was 
probably one of those who possess more valour to 
«zecate> than skill to contrive. Though he had 
bttn the most obstinate supporter of the war-par- 
ty, he began to waver when he perceived the sol- 
ders disinclined to its continuance. Another cause 
fiar dnnging his sentiments was, probably, the not 
vafomided suspicion, that James would send a gc- 
aeial by the French fleet to supersede him in com- 
mand. On the twenty-third of September, a reluc- 
tant assent to a treaty was wrung from Sarsfield by 
ihe other leaders ; and, on the evening of ^at day, 
a cenation of arms was granted, to afford an oppor- 
iCBUty for settling the terms of the capitulation. A 
ipe a sag e was instantly despatched to the Lords-jus- 
tices, and it reached them just in time to prevent 
the pd)Hcation of a proclamation, offering the Irish 
kaders terms of peace, as full and as honourable as 
they could have expected, after a decisive victory. 
We do not know the exact terms of this suppressed 
pnxdaraation ; we do know, that it granted the Ca- 
diolics all the privileges that they previously enjoy- 
ed, and all that they have since demanded. On the 
&Bt of October, the Lords-justices arrived in the 
camp ; and, on the third, the articles of ^e treaty 
which had been previously prepared by Chief Baron 
Bioe and Sir Theobald BuUer, an eminent lawyer of 
^ Irish party, were solemnly signed by the diffe- 
mt audionties. 

• Tins celebrated treaty provided, that all Roman 
Cstholics should enjoy me exercise of their religion, 
aa in the reign of Charles IL ; and promised, that 
thtir Majesties would endeavour to procure them 
fkidber security in this particular, when a parliam^t 
cofMhe convened. It was engaged, that all the 
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tnliabitants of Limeridc, and all those in anna &r 
King James in the several counties of Tjmerick| 
Clare, Kerry, Cork or Mayo, should enjoy dieir 
estates, and pursue their callings and p r otesa w na 
freely, as in the reign of Chaiies II. ; that the Ca« 
tholic gentry should be allowed die use of anns, and 
should be required to take no oath \nA the oai^ of 
allegianoe. And it was agreed, that all officers and 
soldiers, unwilling to remain in the country on theae 
oonditions, should be conveyed to the Continent at 
the expense of the government. 
. Two days after the treaty was signed, the Fwmdik 
fleet arrived off the coast, brinnng retnfbrcements 
and military stores more than sufficient to have tom*^ 
ed the tide of victory. It was manifestly die intensfr 
oi Ginclde to have the treaty ratified before die ar« 
rival of the French ; and the Irish n^otiators aift 
blamed for having so &a played their enemies' gaBie» 
as to have allowed the ratifitetion to be hurried* 
They were, however, influenced by a sincere ^aii» 
for peace. They felt, that if the French landed^ the 
war must be continued ; and they feared, that thm 
effect of victory would be to make dieir country, m 
province of France. 

On the 4th of October, Tahnadi, at the head of 
five Briti^ regiments, ocoi^ied the English town of 
Luneridc ; and, on the fc^lowing day, the Irish army 
was paraded on the King's Island, in order that th^ 
might choose between the service of £iu[land and 
France. Ginckle and Sarsiield addressed them in 
diflerent proclaiDatiDa% the former recommendiB^ 
William, the lattear Louis as a master. It was thca. 
agreed, that, on the ensuing morning, the aia^ 
should be again paraded, and mardiod past a flag 
^>duch had been fixed' at a given point. Those wiia 
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England were to 61o to the left ; thode who 
preferred France were to mi^ch on. 
- The son, perhaps^ scarcely ever rose on a mon 
intncstxE^ spectade than was exhibited on King's 
Islaiid, when the morning for the decision of the 
hadi soldiery arrived. The men paraded at an early 
liour ; the chaplams said mass, and preached each a 
Motmon at the head of their r^ments. The Catho* 
He Inshops then went through the lines^ blessing the 
ttoOps as they passed. They w&k received with 
military honours, rendered more imposing by the ai- 
feotBonUte deviotion which the native Iridi have ev^ 
shown to then* prelates. After this ceremony, r^ 
finshments were distributed to the troops, and a 
message sent to Ginckle and the Lords-justices liiat 
*^ all was ready. " The Irish army, fifteen thousand 
strong, received the British cortdge with presented 
anas. The Lords-justices and the Generals rocfa 
slowly through their lines, and declared that l^i^ 
had never seen a finer body of men. Adjutant»€re<' 
Beral Withers then addressed diem in an exoellenC 
speech, recommending ^e English service in very 
wcdide terms; after which the army broke into 
column, and the word *^ Mardi " was given. 

The walls of the town were covered with citizfei»; 
Ae ne^hbouring hills were crowded wi^ the pea- 
santry of Clare and Limerick ; ^e deputies of mei 
kings stood near the fiag ; but, when the dedsav# 
word was given, the deepest nlence reigned through 
tbe vast and varied multitude, and not a sound wae 
Iicard but the heavy tread of the advancing batt»- 
liona. The coloom was headed by the Iridb Guards 
faoEteen hundred strong, a regiment that had excaJbei 
GoBckle's wannest adimration. They msrehed past 
iim &g% and seven men only iwiged themselves om 
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the side of England. The next two reeiineBta ^ 
the Ulster Irish, and they all filed to the left. Then 
example, however, was not generally followed ; the 
greater part of the rmnainder declared in hvcfor of 
France. A similar scene took place at the caTalry«> 
oamp ; and, out of the whole, Ginekle only obtained 
about one thousand horse and fifteen hundred ft)ofe« 
So little pleased was he with this result, diat he was 
inclined to pidc a quarrel with the Irish leaders; 
and the treaty would have been brok^ almost as 
soon as signed, but for the presence of the French 
fleet, whidi forced ^e English au^orities . to sbj^. 
press theiir resentment. 

On the twelfth of October, the Iri^ cavalry thi^ 
hiKL chosen the service of France passed tlaoi^ 
limerick, on their way to Cork from Clare. This 
gallant body had been the darling and the pride o£ 
the Irish during this eventful wiff, and their depas* 
ture was viewed with deep and bitter r^et. The 
citizens assembled to bid them a final &rewell ; but 
their hearts died within them ; a few ftdnt dieers, as 
fiantly answered, spoke the sadness, as well as the 
dq)th, of their mutual affection. Tears and Uesi^ 
ings accompanied them to the Water-gate ; and wh0ii> 
the last file had passed out, a deep groan burst from 
the citizens of Limmck, who felt that their national 
hope was now destroyed. The in&ntry ft>Ilowed ini 
a tew days ; but their numbers were greatly thinned 
by desertion, before they reached the place of em- 
barkation. There are no persons so strongly at- 
tached to their native soil as the Irish peasants. 
Those who. have witnessed the administration of 
justice at the assizes, well know, that transportation 
is more dreaded than hanging, by the criminals who 
stand at an Irish bar. It is not wonderfiil, there- 
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fint, ibat many, aAer the momentary exdtement was 
orer, should repent of their determination, and re- 
sobre to stay in the land of their affections. The 
lelnctance to embark was greatly increased by the 
accounts which were received from France of the re* 
eeption given to ^e first divisions. Louis was en- 
laged at the termination of a war which employed 
so large a portion of the forces of his great enemy ; 
and, though his own niggardliness in sending sup- 
phes, and the long delay of reinforcements, was the 
diief cause of ^e evil, he unjustly vented his rdftiitT 
ment on those who had voluntarily chosen his ser- 
vice. No quarters were assigned to the troops ; the 
regiments were broken up, the officers reduced to 
ii&rior ranks, and the generals excluded from the 
court. This disgracefrd treatment was not, however, 
long continued. In a few years, the Irish brigades 
were deservedly esteemed the most valuable part of 
the French army. 

William, as soon as the treaty had been signed, 
rtmoved his foreign regiments from the country, but 
not before they had been guilty of several fresh ex- 
cesses. A la^ sum of money was given them, as 
a compensation for the plunder which they resigned; 
and they departed amid the joint execrations of Ca- 
thdics and Protestants. In a few days, the tran«, 
quilUty of the country was perfectly restored. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
Consequences of the Treaty of Limerick — The Penal Laws, 

The treaty of Limerick was a kind of national ar- 
rangement^ in which all parties resigned some of 
their pretensions, in order to effect a reconciliation ; 
and, as is usual in such cases, all parties felt dissa- 
tisfied. The partisans of James and Louis justly 
observed, that the town was surrendered without the 
slightest military necessity, and at a time when, by 
the delay of a few days, the entire fortune of the war 
might have been dianged. The Irish not included 
ill the capitulation, complained bitteriy diat their 
brethren had left the- 1 exposed to forfeiture, when, 
by merely making the demand from Ginckle, aU the 
Iri^ confiscations would have been abandoned^; and, 
Ciertainly, the desertion of these brave and unhappy 
qien is an indelible stain on the character of the 
negotiators at Limerick. But no party denounced 
the treaty so violently as those who had been the 
principal gainers by it — ^the Cromwellians— or, to 
use their own phrase, '^ the Protestant ascendancy.^ 
Their object had been, to crush the Catholics com- 
pletely, and to seize into their own hands all the 
wealth, power and property, of Ireland. Their rage 
at'a treaty which secured civil rights to all the Ca- 
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tbolios, and their estates to a considerable portion 
of that body, was indescribable* They assailed 
Ginokle's character with the utmost virulence. In 
vain did he represent to them, that, if the treaty had 
been delayed, the French fleet would have arrived, 
and their ruin consummated. They would listen to 
no reason, and 4iever forgave the man who resci^ 
them from destruction. The intolerant bigotry of 
this party supplied them with arguments to conceal 
their avarice. They quoted examples from the Old 
Testament, as their fathers had done, and madly de« 
manded the extirpation of the idolatrous Papists. 
It was at this time that an anonymous writer de* 
scribed the " Protestantism of the Irish Ascend^ 
ancy " in terms not less severe than merited, as con« 
sisting of " hatred of Popery, ignorance of Chris- 
tianity, and a total absence c^ moral principle." 
The history of the period on which we are about to 
enter, will furnish, suas I too many examples of the 
^ruth of this definition. 

The violent part of the de^ led the way in 4^- 
nouncing the treaty. On the Sunday after the re- 
turn of the Lords-justices from Meath, they went in 
^tate to Christ Church, when Dr Dopping, bishop 
of Meath, mounted the ptdpit, and, aner having d^ 
nounced the articles of Limerick in no very measur- 
sured terms, argued, that Protestants were not bound 
to keep faith with Papists. A doctrine so favour- 
able to their avarice and bigotry was eagerly adopted 
by the zealots of '^ the ascendancy;" but the Lords- 
justices were not disposed to countenance such an 
abominable principle; and, on the following Sunday, 
Dr Moreton, bishop of Kildare, preached a sermon 
in reply to Dopping, in which he showed the obli- 
gi^on under which men were to preserve contracts 
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and keep solemn promises* The King was a men 
of honour^ and exerted himself, as &r as he woi^ 
be idlowed, to preserve the privileges which hafd 
been guaranteed to the Catholics. He was an etj^ 
lightened friend to toleration ; and those who, in 
modem times, have made his name the pass-word 
for ferocious bigotry, are the worst libelkrs of his 
memory. But Willumi was now in a situation wlneli 
prevented him from effecting his benevolent inten- 
tions. However, he succeeded in prev^iting any 
ninfi:action of the treaty during his life ; and, 
lis act of justice and sound policy, he was ho- 
noured with the intense hatred of the Irish ascend* 
ancy. 

The first mani£^ation of their ang^ was on the 
decisions of the ^' Court of Claims, " which assem- 
bled to determine the qualifications of those who 
were to be restored to their property by the treaty of 
Limerick. The court adjudged about one-fifth of 
the confiscated lands to the original proprietOTS, and 
several others were given back their estates by the 
^>ecial &vour of the King. The largest fi)rfeiture 
was that of the Earl of Clancarty ; and it was a 
doubtfiil point whether he was not included in the 
articles. William was anxious to preserve ^is an^* 
dent family ; but Sir Richard Cox, who had already 
(^ytained some confiscated lands, procured a declara- 
tion firom thp county of Cork Grand Jury, that the 
lestoration of the Earl of Clancarty would be " pre- 
judicial to the Protestant interest ; " meaning there- 
by, that it would be inconvenient to these gentle- 
men to part with his estates which they had seized. 
This precious argument was deemed sufficient ; and 
the extensive estates of this nobleman in Cork, Li*- 
merick and Kerry, were fraudulently sold by the 
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eommissioners at Chichester House. At a later pe- 
: riod$ George 11. made a similar effort in favour of 
file Earl, but was defeated by the Irish House of 
Commons ; and to shut out his hopes for ever they 
▼oted, that any lawyer who pleaded in his behalf 
should be deemed an enemy of his country ! 

The first Irish parliament held in this reign con- 
tamed a few Catholic members, principally in the 
Upper House ; but the great majority was composed 
of the fection of the violent Protestants. * There 
Wiis but little harmony between the prince and par- 
liament. A very small supply was voted ; and this 
had scarcely been done, when the Commons became 
involved in a dispute with the King respecting their 
privileges. Of the certified bills returned firom Eng- 
land, according to Poyning*s Law, two i/i^re Bills 
aS Suj^ly ; and these, not having originated in the 
Commons, were deemed, and indeed really were, 
imconstitutional. The Cromwellians, though pro- 
iusRS the utmost devotion to the claims of Sie Bri- 
tish King and Parliament, have never shown any re- 
spect lor the mandates of either, when they did not 
eoincide with their own interests and prejudices. 
Kui. William allowed them to rob and murder the 
CathoMci^ they would have permitted him to raise 
money by proclamation, if he felt so inclined ; but 
his adherence to the treaty of Limerick kindled in 
their breasts the fiame of constitutional liberty. They 

* Tie English parliament that met nineteen days aftet the 
iigning of the treaty of Limerick, set the example of flagranUy 
vioktmg the articles, hy passmg an act, that " all the members 
of the Irish legislature should take the oath of supremacy. ** 
1%ib Act, titoug^ the Catholics submitted to it, was not bind- 
ii^^in.Jirelaod, until the 22d year of Qeorge III. when it was 
ma^e part of the constitution of 1782* 
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rejected one bill, and passed the other, with a clause^ 
stating, that they assented to it only on account of • 
the emergency of the case ; and declaring, that ^* it 
was, and is the undoubted right of the Commons, 
to originate all money-bills." Lord Sydney imme- 
diately prorogued the parliament, and reprehende4 
them for the little gratitude they had shown to their 
great deliverer ; but gratitude, in their vocabulary,- 
meant " a lively sense of ^ture &vours ;'' and they 
parted in great indignation. 

(A. D. 1693.)— Sydney was soon recalled ; and 
in his place three Lords-justices appointed — ^Lord 
Capel, Sir Cycil Wyche, and Mr Duncomb. The 
two latter were anxious to maintain the observance 
pf the articles of Limerick ; the latter was an avow- 
ed supporter of the " Protestant ascendancy." His 
principles were too much in accordance with the pre- 
judices of the day not to prevail. His colleagues 
were removed, and the Catholics had soon reason t^ 
regret their easy credulity in laying down their arms 
at Limerick, and trusting to the ^th and honour of 
JBngland. The breaches of the treaty at this time, 
however, must not be attributed to the government. 
The supreme power in Ireland has never yet been 
able to control its inferior officers ; because the fac- 
tion, £rom which they were chosen, could be able, 
under the forms of law, to perpetrate the most ille- 
gal acts. If the government wished to check the 
misconduct of a magistrate, they had no means at 
their disposal to effect their purpose. The Sheriff 
returned a Grand Jury of individuals, who, if not 
guilty of similar oppressions, would gladly have imi- 
tated them if they dared. Bills for tnc grossest atro- 
cities were ignored without scruple. In fact, the ofi- 
garchy, formed in an evil hour, had the gower of 
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dEiecking tl«e goremment, and oppressing the people ; 
and h scrupled not to insult and ill-treat both* Hie 
Lords-justices issued a proclamation to restrain the 
excesses of their own creatures, whom diey had in^ 
trusted with the local magistracy. It was a uselegs 
effort ; for the administration was almost of necessity 
-confided to those who were, either by principle or in^ 
Merest, united with die criminals. The CromweHiaDd, 
thoi^ an uneducated body, possessed more real 
wisdom than dieir adversaiies are disposed to give 
4heai credit for. They watched the proceedings of 
the. English parliament, and became loyalists or p»- 
triots, just as opposition or subserviency best suited 
their interests. The leaders of die Engli^ Wh^ 
had used the cause of Irish Protestantism as a po» 
pular watchword in their war against the Stnaits ; 
and diey could not now venUire directly to contra- 
dict their former assertions, by acknowledging diem 
to be compressors, and thas vindioatii^ the lesistBDce 
of the Catholics. 

The century of unmin^ed calamity and oppres- 
eion that followed the dose of the revohxtiooary war 
in Ireland, has (^ben been characterized as the pe- 
riod In which ^ Ireland had no history/' The 
phrase is not very intelligible ; fer surely there was 
hot, dunng that period, & suspension of die na- 
don's existence, it would be more correct to say^ 
that, during that century, ^he records off each suc- 
ceedmg year contained little more than a repedtion 
-of tyranny qn the part of the governors, and bitter 
«u£fering8 in those subjec^d to their sway. The 
monstrous iniquity of the penal laws, those atro- 
cious enactments which must &r ever brand with 
disgrace the memory of the Protestant legislature of 
liieiand, were by no means die most grierous inflio- 
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tion on the native Irish. The oi^ressions df t^ 
local magistracy, the tyranny of tne inlierior offioen 
of government, the heartless crudty of landlords, 
and the absolute denial of legal redress to the pea« 
santry, produced evils more lextensive and more per- 
manent. Bad laws may be repealed ; but a s^ste* 
matio perversion of justice has a tendency to perpe* 
tuate itself. Habit combines with interest and party 
spirit ; the most uncorrupt almost unccmsciioasly «d^ 
opts the practices of those by whom he is suttouzmU 
ed ; and should he attempt to resist, he finds him» 
self alone against a host. On the other handj it is 
difficult to ini^ire confidence in kw into the bosoim 
of those who have long known the law only as the 
engine of their oppression. The £u^, that there 
was a time when justice was denied to the Irish Ca^ 
tholics, is indisputable. The feeHng> that the time 
has not yet quite gone past, cannot be era^otted, 
'.until many years of stem and strict impartiality have 
elapsed. 

It would be unjust to make the English govern- 
ment responsible for the oppressions of the local 
magistracy; and it would be still more unfidr to 
charge any part of their guilt on the English peo« 
pie. The British rulers had scarcdy the power of 
choice. The old nobility and gentry of Irehmd 
had, for the most part, embraced the cause of theb 
rightfiil sovereign, and were of course imlikely to 
be trusted v^rith power by a govQpament vnth which 
they had been so lately at war. Most of them feel* 
ing that such must be the case, and unwilluig to ie« 
main in their native land stripped of their natuad 
influence, sought an honourable refuge in foreigi^ 
service. The British government Mras, therefore^ 
£)rced to intrust the locid adoiinistnition to dtt' 
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mJBtoeraoy—- ^en whose only coimeGtion with th« 
land they ruled was inveterate hostility to its inha- 
Jbitaots, full of ^lat spurious pride, compoimded of 
igBoraoee and conceit, which characterises upstarts; 
wad with just such a remnant of the enthusiasm of 
their fiithers, the Levellers, as made them hittar 
persecutors, without being sincere believers. Th« 
JBogHsh people always regard their constitution with 
just pride ; and they thought that the blessings (^ 
good government must be secured to every country 
in vdiich it was establil^ed. They did not reflect, 
tliat die mere forms of the constitution may be pre- 
aearvftd, and yet more cruel despotism exist than 
'Rome witnessed in the days of Nero. The mis* 
take was very natural ; but it was, at the same time, 
as gross a mistake as was ever made by a nation. 

A great deal of the crimes and enormities justly 
diaiged on the party of ^^ the ascendancy, " must 
foe attributed to me circumstances of their situation. 
They constituted an aristocracy formed by an un- 
precedented succession of accidents, and resting for 
security entirely on external aid. They knew that 
they vrere neither loved nor rejected, and they na- 
turally desired to make themselves feared. They 
felt also that ihey were despised for the meanness of 
.Aeir (Higin by the ancient Irish gentry; and they, 
of course, exerted themselves to weaken the influ- 
ence of persons whose nobility eclipsed their own 
humble claims. With singular impudence, they de- 
Bounced all Irish names as vulgar / and the sons of 
Ccomwell's £matical soldiery, the meanest and worst 
part of the parliamentary army, affected to look 
down on the O's and Macs, descended from kings, 
and ^ over the ashes of whose ancestors minsters had 
been Imiided. '' The restrictions jdaced by England 
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&R tke trade mtd comineroe of .Ireland, perpetu&cted 
the igiM>rancft and famaticistii of ** ^e asoendanc^r; * 
tl^e k)t<e of excitement, so natond to the hvnnan 
txiiiid, shut out iiKm ikvB heaitb^ indidgence aflbrd* 
ed hf commercial spectdaticm, aoaght "Sx ^ratifica* 
tioQ in enthusiasm and extrattaguice. When an 
Irish Hotise of Commonfi had nothing else to do^ 
it natnraMy sought ibr emiployflEKBt in deTisii^ lam 
to prevent the growth of Popery. 

But though, in th«ir conduct towards Ute natrre 
Irish, the Cromwellian aasbocmcy was systematically 
truel and tmjust, we are not to oondvtde thai diey 
were men wholly destitute of rirtue. Theie are 
-few who do not edio the praise bestowed on the 
heroism of the Spartans, and yet di^ treated the 
helots more barbsroody than the slaves of any other 
nation of antiquity. The Spanish vonquerors of 
Peru murdered the Indians wtdiout mercy, and 
scnipled not to unite perfidy with murder in their 
conduct to the Impless natives of America ; yet were 
they ^1 of the high sentimente of Castihan honotor. 
The slave-owners, in the Ttsy worst of the West-in^ 
dia i^nds, ^xse remarkable hr comm«cial probity ; 
and in the same way, the Cromwelfiaas acted ho- 
nourably and upr%hdy to idl but Irish Papists, bat 
inserted a dause Ksi exception re^ec^ing theni in 
every one of 4he commandm^ats. 

Lord Capel summoned a second Iri^ parHaaieDt 
in 16^ ; but, instead of recommending a confir- 
mation of libs treaty of Limerick, the speech at the 
opening of the session declared, ^lat ^ the Kmg 
was intent upon a firm settlement of Ireland upon a 
Protestant mterest. ** The parliament at onoe iaid 
aside the constitutional jealousies displayed by its 
pi'edeoessor, and e&get\y embarked in the schttne 
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oC efifiit)Hsli^g a Protestant interest. They ^point* 
ti a cotninittee to consider what penal laWs were al« 
Xeadj in force against the Catholics, not for the 
purpose of repealmg them, as had be«;i promised hy 
the treaty oi Limerick, but in order to add to their 
immber. The principal penal laws then in existence 
VFece as follows : — 

. 1. An act, subjecting aU who upheld the juris- 
diction of the See of Rome» to the penahies of a 
premunire ; and orderii^ the oath of supremacy tp 
be a qualification for office of every kind, for holy 
orders, and for a degree in the University. 

2« An act far the imifodrmity of Common Prayer, 
imposing a fine oi a shilling on all who should ab- 
sent themselves fi-pm places of worship of the esta- 
blished church on Sundays. 

3. An act, allowing the Chancellor to name a 
gjoardian to the child ^ a Catholic. 
. 4. An act to prevent Catholics &om becoming 
private tutors in iamilies, without license firom the 
ordinaries of their several parishes, and taking the 
oath of supremacy. 

To these the Irish parliament added, 1.^ An act 
1^ deprive Catholics of the means of educating their 
children at home or abroad, and to render them in-> 
capable of being guardians of their own or any other 

Erson's children ; 2. An act to disarm the Catho* 
s ; and, 3. Another to banish all the Catholic 
priests and prelates Having thus flagrantly vio^ 
tated the treaty, they gravely brought^ in a bill " to 
eopfirm the Articles of limerick. " Nev«r was any 
I^iegisla^ure guilty of such an atrocious breach (^ 
public faith, as was committed by the Irish pailiar 
H^ent in this instance. The very title of the biU 
coiM^na evidence of ita ij»justiee^ It is styledi '^ A 
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BSSL fix* ^ Confimmtion of Aitides (not i^ow 
tides) made at die smrender of limeridt. " Aikl 
the preamUe thaws, that tbe Itttle word the was not 
accidentally omitted. It rans thus : — *^ That the 
said aitides, or so muck of them as may consiM 
wM the safity and wdfare of your Majest^s 
subjects in these kingdoms^ maj be coDfirmedy" ipc 
Tjie parts that i^peared to these legidat(»s incon- 
sistent with ^ the safety and welfiue of his Majesty's 
subjects, " were the first artide, whidi provided £or 
the security of the Catholics from all distorfaances 
on account of their rd^on ; those parts of the se- 
cond artide which con&med the Catholic gentry 
of Limeridc, Clare, Ccnk, Kerry and Mayo, in the 
possession of their estates, and allowed afl Catholics 
to exercise their trades and professions without ob- 
stmction ; the fourth artide, which extended the be- 
nefit of the peace to certain Irish <^cers then »• 
broad; the seventh artide, which dlowed the Ca- 
tholic gentry to ride armed ; the nindi ifftide, fihich 
provides that the oath of all^pance shall be the only 
oath required from Catholics; and ooe or two othef9 
of minor importance. All of these are omitted in 
the bin for ^ The Confirmation of Articles made at 
the surrender of Limerick. ** 

The Commons passed the bill without much dif^ 
ficulty. They had but Httle diaracter to lose^ and as 
visions of confiscations floated before their imagina- 
tions, they could not discern the value of that little* 
The House of Lords, however, contained some hw, 
of the ancient nobility, and some prelates, who l&e 
Moreton, rdused to ackno^edge die dogma, '^ that 
no fidth should be kept with Papists, " as an artide oi 
their creed. The bill was strenuously resisted, and whest 
it was at length carried, a protest dgned hf thiiteott 
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f^tm^ of tviiom six were bishops, w«s entered on the 
lotfinalis.^ This atrocious violation of national &ith 
mas «oon after followed by three new penal laws ; 1st, 
An act to prevent Ph)testants !&om marrying with 
^^MSts ; 2d, An act to prevent Papists from being 
s^^itors ; and Sd, An act to prohibit their being 
employed as gamekeepers I 

* Tliis interesting document appears not to have been no- 
ticed "by the Irish historians ; we have ther^ore inserted it 



. <f We, the Lords Spintaal and Temporal, whose names are 
hereafter subscribed) do dissent from the aforesaid vote, and 
enter our protest against the same, for tibie reasons following : 
Istf Because we thmk that the title of the bill doth not agree 
wiA the body thereof, the title being, « An Act for the Oan- 
finoation of Articles made at the surrender of Limerick ; " 
whereas no one of the articles is therein, as we conceive, fiiUy 
confirmed. 2(%, Because the said articles were to be con- 
firmed m favotir of them to whom they were granted ; but the 
confirmation of them by the bUl is such, that it puts them in 
a,w|»te "ooncKtkm than they were before, as we conceive^ de%, 
Because the bill omits these material words, « and such ets art 
vWer their protection in the $aid counties ; " which are, by 
his Majesty's letters-patent, declared to be part of the second 
tftlcle; and several persons have been adjudged within the 
feeond artkle aeeordii^y, who will, if this bill passeth into a 
law, be entirely barred and excluded from any benefit of th^ 
sedd second article, by virtue of the afore-mentioned words ; so 
that the words omitted being so very material, and confirmed 
bjr Ills' Majesty afifer a solemn debate in council, as we are in- 
imaasA, some expnsa reasoa, as we conceive, ought to hare 
beea assigned in the bill, in order to satisfy the world as to 
that omission. 4M/y, Because several words are inserted in 
the bill, which are not in the articles, and others omitted which 
aiter lSt» sense and meaning of some pfut of the, articles, as we 
conceive* bikUf, Because we conceive that many Protestants 
may, and will suffisr by this bill, in their just rights and pre- 
tensions, by reason of their having purchased and lent money 
upon the credit of the said articles, and, as we conceive, in se- 
t^ral other respects. ^^^^oumaU, House of Xjords of Ireland, 
Mv^gmher 21s^ 1697. 
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ThoQgk but a small part c^ the \Aam» of Amo 
iniquitous laws can &irly be ascribed to King Wii- 
)iaiQ and the Parliament of Eirglapdy there were scfflie 
other events in that reign, whieh showed ikmt the 
English were little scrupulous in committing aets of 
national injustice. The ^irit of commerml jea* 
lousy, which has done more injury to the oommeroe 
of England than all other causes united, induced the 
British Parliament to pesent a joint address to the 
King, praying that he would discourage the woollea 
manu&oture of Ireland I The voj%i reply deserves to 
be recorded. 

« Mr Lords akd Gentlsmsn, 

*^ I shall do all that in me lies to diseourage 
the woc^en manufacture of Ireland, and to encou- 
rage the linen manufacture there ; and to promote 
the trade of England. " July 2, 1698. 

The promise of encouraging the linen manufiK;* 
ture was not kept. Every atteixipt to estaUish it in 
the south of Ireland £sdled, principally, it must be 
added, because the avarice of the clergy prevented die 
estaUishment of an equitable modus ^or the tithe c^ 
flax.* 

About the same time, Mr William Molyneux, 
member for the Dublin University, celebrated as the 
friend of Lodce, published a book asserting the in* 

* As a furtiier example of England's spirit of commercial 
jealousy, we may mention a petition presented to the British 
House of Commons in this reign, from Folkstone in Kent and 
Aldborough in Suffolk, compLuning, " lihat the Irish of Water- 
ford and Wexford by catching herrings and sendiiq^ them t9 
Ihe Streights, were forestalling and mining the markets of the 
petitioners. " This petition was ordered to be taken into seii- 
mis consideration by the Solons of that day } but what was the 
result is not known. 
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dependttice of 'the Irish legislature. The English 
House of Commons was thrdwn into a paroxysm 
of rage* They resolved unanimously, ** that the 
book published by Mr Molyneux was of dangerous 
tendeney to the erown and people of England, by 
denying die authority of the King and Parliament of 
Rngland to bind the kingdom and people of Irelaod, 
and tlie subofdinaition and independence diat Ire^ 
knd bad, and ought to have, upon England^ as be* 
ing united and annexed to the imperial crown of 
England. " They also^ in a body, presented an aiU 
dress to his Majesty, beseediing hiim, '^ duit the laws 
directing and restraining tbe Insh Rvliament should 
not be evaded ; " and obtained from the King « pro* 
mise of compliance. Finally, they ordered the obn 
noxious book to be burned by the common hang- 
man. If any thing could add to the disgrace of 
William's Irish Parliament, it would be their tame 
submission to this flagrant and wanton result ; but 
a legislature, already dishonoured by perfidy, injus- 
tice and tyranny, dared not to make any efforts for 
its own vindication. They were prepared to submit 
to any treatment, provided that they were permitted 
to retain their ascendancy over the unfortunate Ca- 
tholics. 

Small as the confiiscations made by William were, 
they formed the ground of a serious quarrel between 
him and his Parliament. The King having made 
seventy-six grants of the forfeited estates to his most 
fiuthful servants, those who were disappointed of 
their share of plunder, clamoured loudly against this 
exertion of the prerogative. A bill for the resump- 
tion of these grants passed the Lower House with 
little difficulty, but encountered a severe opposition 
in the Lords. It was, however, finally carried, and 
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William could not refrain from expresswg his dissa^ 
tis&ction when he gave it the royal assent. The 
forfeited lands were placed for sale in the hands of 
trustees, whose proceedings were marked by the most 
scandalous oppression and renality ; but the English 
Parliament rejected all petitions against their con- 
duct, and declared that all the accusations were &l8e 
and malicious. This ingenious mode of argument, 
in ^hich sentence is given on the conclusion, a&et 
refusing all consideration of the premises, has been 
frequently practised by the English and Irish Parlia- 
ments when legislating for Ireland. The forfeited 
lands were valued at fifteen hundred thousand pounds-; 
in the hands of the trustees, they produced litde 
more than a third of that sum. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 
The Penal Laws. 

A, D. 1701. — During the reign of Anne, Eng- 
land attained to greater prosperity and influence than 
she had acquired since the reign of Cromwell ; but 
Ireluid, by the ferocious acts of her own legislature^ 
was reduced to a state of wretchedness, almost unex- 
ampled in the annals of tyranny and suffering. While 
William was alive, his well known wish to prevent 
Anther infringements of the treaty of Limerick, pre- 
vented the faction of the ascendancy from adding to 
those iniquitous acts, by which they showed weir 
malignant hatred of their fellow-subjects, and at the 
same time their fears, that some new crisis might 
wrest from them the lands purchased by such a long 
course of guilt and fraud. The first biU, " to pre- 
vent the growth of Popery, '\was introduced in the 
session of 1703. The following are among the Biosi 
remarkable of its enactments : — The third clause pro- 
vides, that if the son of an estated Papist, shall con- 
form to the established religion, the father shall be 
incapacitated from selling or mortgaging his estate, 
or disposing of any portion of it by will. The fourth 
dause prohibits a Papist from being the guardian of 
his own child ; and orders, that if at any time the 
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child, though ever so young, pretends to be a Pro- 
testant, it shall be taken from . its own ^her, and 
placed under the guardianship of the nearest Protes- 
tant relation. The sixth clause renders Papists in- 
capable of purchasing any manors, tenements, here- 
ditaments, or any rents or profits arising out of the 
same, or of holding any lease of lives, or other lease 
whatever, for any term exceeding thirty-one years. 
And with respect even to such limited leases, it fur- 
ther enacts, that if a Papist should hold a farm pro- 
ducing a profit greater than one^third of the amount 
of the rent, his right to such should immediately 
cease, smd pass over entirely to the first Ph)testaot 
yrho should discover the rate of profit. The se* 
Tenth dause prc^ibits Papists bom succeeding to 
the properties or estates oi tlmx Protestant relations. 
By the tenth dause, the estate of a Papist, not hai^^ 
iag a Protestant heir, is ordered to be gaveUed, or 
divided, in equal sharos between all his diildreiu 
The sixteenth and twenity-fourth clauses impose the 
oath of abjuration^ and the saeramental test, as a 
qisalification for o£Bce» and for voting at elections* 
The twenty-third dkuse deprives the Catholics oC 
limerick and Galway of the protection secured to 
them by the articles of the treaty. The twenty-fi&b 
clause vests in her Majesty all advowsons possessed 
by Papists. " 

It would be a mere waste of words to reprobate thia 
idii^uitous law, or rather this violati(Hi of at law hunun. 
and divine. No Irish Protestant can peruse it$ enact-^ 
meats without a Uush for the shame thus brought oa 
hift religion, when it waa thus virtually declared thut 
the] reformed system shoiJd owe its s^:et)gth and 
security, not to the purity of its principles^ noti ta. 
w^oeUence of its doctrines, but to yobbery, a^ cfH 
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fffMoon, to dissenslixi between father aiid xMLdy to 
stinubdng one neighbour to seize the iruits of ub- 
other's industry, to ^ ^secnttion of s solemn sa- 
erament, by making it a test &Nr office. Hoiv can 
we be surprised that the reformed religion is unpo- 
pular in Ireland, fvhen, by tins and similar laws, & 
Protestant legislature virtually declared, that Pro- 
testantism coidd not be secure unless it entered into 
alliance with Belial, Mammon, and Moloch ? 

When this atrodous bill was introduced, die Ca- 
tholics asked leave to be heard by counsel at the 
bar of the House against it, and obtained permis- 
sion^ Sir Theobald Butler, Mr Malone, and Rice, 
who had been Chief Baron, i^peared, aiKi made an 
argumentative, rather than an eloquent appeal to 
-die justice «id honour of their hearers. Butler 
jdiowed how gross was this attenqit to violate die 
articles of Limerick. The merttonous conduct of 
the CadK)lic8 since die period of their submission, 
he insisted, ought to save them &om such lutter 
penalties. He pomted out how in&mous was the 
attempt to destroy all confideoce between parents and 
ehikbvn ; and he severely censured the eiclusioD of 
Protestant dissenters from offio6, by the impositicm 
•of the sacrametrtal test. His argumeats, as he seems 
himself to have anticqiatcd,^ were unheeded. T^ 
lull was sent to the Duke bf Onnond, then Lovd 
Lieutenant, who dedared, on receiving it» '^ diat he 
wrould recommend it in the most effectual miuioer, 
and do every diing in his power to prevent the 
growth of R)pcry;"— ia promise which he very 
latth&lly peiHonned. 

By a strange eoncalenation of events, this laW 

moved penal to Protestants as well as Papist^. The 

: Sngtish miniateCB were at this time engaged in a ne- 
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g6tiation witii the Emperor of Germany, 'for oibtain>i 
ing from him a full toleration of Protestantism m 
his dominions ; and were hy no means willing to pvA 
it in his power to retort, that he treated Protestants 
fiu* better than they did Catholics. They laboured, 
therefore, to dis^iade the Irish Parliament fixmi 
urging the measure; but their efforts were vsdn. 
The raction of the ascendancy was not to be deter- 
red from persecution by a regard for foreign Pro- 
testants, because their war was not against the reU- 
^on, but the property of the Catholics. The Whi^ 
ministry of England was now caught by its own 
devices. They had excited and maintained a popu- 
lar damour against Popery for several years, in order 
to strengthen their influence ; and now, it was to be 
feared, that, if they acted justly, they would them^ 
sdves be driven from their posts as friends of P»' 
pists. They knew, however, that the Irish Parli»- 
meot was composed chiefly of dissenters, and there- 
fore inserted the clause imposing the sacramentid 
test, hoping that this would cause the rejecti<Hi of 
the entire measure. But the EngUsh ministers had 
formed too high an estimate of the consciences of 
the Irish faction. They sanctioned the clause al- 
most without debate ; and, to use the phrase of one 
of their own writers, '^ swallowed their samples and 
the sacrament together. ** 

Human nature revolted against this cruel kw. 
There were many magistrates who reused to exeit 
themselves in its execution ; and pubUc feeHng 
branded, as the worst of informers, those who be- 
came discoverers in order to rob their neighbours. 
The Irish Commons had therefore recourse to pub- 
lishing resolutions, almost every session, blaming 
- supine magistrates, and praising informer* On the 
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17th of March 1705^ they voted, *^ that all m^is- 
trates, and other persons whatsoeTer, who neglected 
or omitted to put the penal laws into due ^ecution, 
weie betrayers of the Hberties of the kk^om* ^* lo 
June of the same year, they denounced such per- 
sons as '' enemies to her Majesty's government. " 
And they also resolved, ^^ that the prosecuting and 
informing against Papists, was an honoivable service 
to the government. " 

But even these laws were not deemed sufficient ; 
and in 1709, an act^ imposing additional severities, 
was passed, almost without opposition. The first 
dause declares, that no Papist shall be capable of 
holding an annuity for life. The third provides^ 
that the child of a Papist, on conforming, shall at 
once receive an annuity £rom his father; and that 
the Chancellor shall compel the Either to discover, 
upon oath, the full value of his estate real and per- 
sonal, and thereupon make an order for the support 
<rf such conforming child or children, and for seouri- 
ing such a share of the property, after the fether's 
death, as the court shall think fit. The fourteenth 
and fifteenth clauses secure jointures to Popish wives 
who shall conform. The sixteenth prohibits a Papist 
from teaching, even as assistant to a Pj-otestant mas- 
ter. The eighteenth gives a salary of L.dO per an- 
num to Popish priests who shall conform. The 
tweiUtieth provides rewards for the discovery of Popish 
mrelatea, priests, and teadiers, according to the foU 
towing whimsical scale. 

Fppr discovering an archbishop, bii^op, 
vicar-general, or other person, exer- 
/cising a^y .foreign ecclesiastical juris- 

. diction ,. . . • L.50 
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For discovedog eadi reguior dergymtn, 
: and etch aecular dcrgyman, not re- 

gistered • . ^ L.iO 

For disoorering taeh Popoli schoolmas^ 

terorudber • . 10 (^ 

The twentj-£rat vkrase enxpowen two ji»ticts to 
suBnnon befefie them any Bapnt over ^ghteen yemu 
of age, and interrogate him when and where be lait 
faeaid mass said> and the names of the persons pre- 
aent, «nd likewise touching the residence of mxf 
fbpish priest or sdioohaaster | and if he refose ta 
gtTe testimony, subjects him to a fine ot L»20, a 
imprisonment for twelve months. 

Several o^ier penal laws were enacted at the suae 
time, of which we can only notice one ; it exckidts 
Codiolics from the office of sheriff, and from gr«id 
jmaes, and enacts, that, in trials «pon any statvte 
ibr strengthening the l^c^estant int^est, the plaii^ 
inight challenge « ']Wtor hr being a Papist, mki^ 
cihidlenge the judge was to allow. TlU e&ast :cf 
this law was to xaake the administn^on of jtistiee 
mora dian suspected of partiaKty^ and almost td gus- 
tily the bitter sarcasms that £ng^) travelleci hste 
eo frequently uttered agunst the decisions of Imk 
juries. Neither have the baneful effects c^ Ala ^iv- 
t^ive system «s yet wholly di^peared. 

The design of the Protestant kgi^tore iqiptms 
-to have been, to drive all ^e Catholics out of dib 
country ; and, so &r as the- g^itry wei^e ^oneerMii, 
they succeeded tolerably well. The example of Ae 
parliament was zealously imitated by the Iri^ ei0^ 
porations — bodies that will not b^u" an adeqOMte 
description; they enacted by^iaws exduding ^ Cii- 
tholics from all profitable, branches of trade^ «wl^ si 
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many instances, from residence within the walls of 
the town; The consequence was, that the mercantile 
Catholics transferred their wealth and intelligence to 
foreign counUies» where they founded commercial 
houses, which, even at this day, retain their high 
cfaaoacter and prosperity, 

. The sufferings of the Catholics were greatly s^ 
gradated by the zeal of the underlings of adminis- 
tration — ever ready, in Ireland, to manifest a zeal 
beyond the law. In the year 1708, there was a re- 
port that the young Pretender intended to invade 
Scotland ; and, immediately, forty-one of the Ca- 
^lic nobility and gentry were arrested, and placed 
in dose confinement. The government, however, 
had the grace to be ashamed of this arbitrary pro- 
eeedingy and ordered die prisoners to be liberated, 
without payment of fees. A more ludicrous in- 
slanoe of Protestant timidity was exhibited, by the 
H<»ise of Commons resolving, that the pilgrimages 
of the sick and infirm to St John's Well, in the 
county of Meath, " were inconsistent with the safety 
of the kingdom I " 

The &cticHis that divided the English parliament 
through the entire of Queen Anne's reign, extended 
their mfluenoe to Ireland ; and the parties of Whig 
and Tory, High Church and Low Church, assailed 
eadi oUier with unmeasured violence. They agreed 
only in one point-^the necessity of persecuting the 
Papista. The clergvmen of the EstdbUshed diurch, 
and the majority of the Lords, were Tories ; the 
Whigs were superior in the Lower House. There . 
were some collisions, consequently, between the two 
brMiebes of the le^ature ; but as they involved no 
iiia>ortant prmciple, they may be permitted to nst in 
nimAourecl obUvion. One display of p^ity zmI 
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was tndy ludicrous. The ptss*word and signal of 
the £u;tion of the ascendancy was, in that age, as 
well as the present, the toast of " The pious, glcm- 
ous, and immortal memory of the great mid good 
King William, who freed us from Popery, slavery, 
brass money, and wooden shoes I " to which is usu- 
dly added a tail of execrations on all who refuse to 
join in the pledge. Browne, Bishop of Cork, 
thought fit to preach a sermon against this piece of 
absurdity, and consummated his folly by printing it# 
The Whigs denounced the Bishop as an impugner 
of the Revolution, and added to the obnoxious toast 
a clause, expressing contempt for the Bishop in no 
very delicate tepms ; and this clause is frequently 
given as part of the toast at the present hour. 

Though the Irish pariisment submitted to insult 
in the case of Molyneux, it showed, on one or two 
occasions, a spirit of resistance against the usurpa-* 
tions of the English legislature. The Lords ent^- 
ed into a resolution denouncing those who appealed 
against their jurisdiction ; and the Commons reject- 
ed a money-bill, because it had been altered by the 
English privy counciL A more flagrant case was 
an act of the English piurliament to prevent the 
growth of schism, aimed prindpally against the Pres- 
byterians, whidi was made to include Ireland; for the 
ministry knew that such a bill would not pass the 
Irish House of Commons, where the dissenters had 
a great majority. 

A. D. 1714. — The accession of George L gave 
the Whigs ascendancy in Ireland, but produced fitlle 
or no diange in the general circumstances of ^e na- 
tion. . There was no attempt to raise an insurrel^- 
tion in iBivour of the Pretender, when the rebellion 
broke out in Scotland and the fiwtk oi Engllri*. 
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Tlie Irii^ Catholics, even though disposed to &vour 
die House of Stuart, had no longer any leaders ; but 
they had been, long before this time, cured of Aeir 
attachment to that despicable ikmily. In hety ihey 
falul learned that, in the negotiations which James 
had eanried on with the leaders of the Whigs in 
England, he had intimated his readiness to make no 
exertions in behalf of his Irish adherents. The at* 
tainder of the Duke of Ormond, for his adherence 
to the cause of the Pretender, had in it something 
of retributive justice. He had e^erly supported 
the penal laws ; and now he was to suffer fcH^iture 
icom the parliament, to whose bad passions he had 
pandered, for his attachment to the cause of a Ca- 
th<^c sovereign. 

In consequence of the Irish House of Lords hav- 
ing feeisted the right of appeal to the House of 
Lords in England, the English parliament thought 
fit to pass ^ an act for the better securing the de- 
pendency of Ireland on the •crown of '^gland, " 
«tiiich reduced ihe Irish legislature to a mere idle 
rao<^ery. It deprived the Irish House of Lords of 
tlieir jurisdietion in cases of appeal ; and it dedares, 
that the British pariiament ^' nas fall power and au- 
diority to make laws and statutes, of sufficient iorce 
ttid validity, to bind the people of the kmgdom of 
Ireland.'' 

Hie English parlkment having thus kindly reliev- 
ed the legislature in the sister island i^om a great por- 
tioBof its labours, the Irish parliament devoted its 
kisore to the {reparation <^new laws against Popery. 
Se^reral new acts wereintrodiiGed and passed, inflicting 
ftsther penaltiA and disqutdifiealions on the Catho- 
Mie, <Mie of whidi is $tfill in fofl:ee, vis. that which 
«xdu4eB Pq^ists from voting at any T«9try hek} for 
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the puipose of levying or assessing money for re* 
builoing or repairing parish-churches. 

These laws were executed in the same sanguinary 
and intolerant spirit that had originally dictated their 
enactment. Priest-hunting became a &shionable a« 
musement. Catholic chapels were forcibly shut up^ 
The Catholic clergy sent into prison, and from thence 
hurried into exile. But one bill, whidi was passed 
by both of the Irish Houses of Parliament, is quite 
sufficient to show how violent and shameless was the 
Protestant bigotry of this disgraceful period. It ac« 
tually contained a clause — ^how can it be mentioned 
without offence to delicacy ?— a clause for subjectiiig 
every Catholic ecclesiastic who should come to Ire- 
land to the penalty of castration I On presenting 
this biU to the Lord Lieutenant, both Houses added 
the remarkable request, *' That he would recom* 
mend the same in the most effectual manner to fats 
Majesty ;'' and his Excellency promised comjdianee. 
Sir Robert Walpole, being solicited l^ Cardimd 
fleury, successfully exerted himself to prevent even . 
an Irish statute-book £rom being sullied by such dis- 
gusting brutality ; and the biU was scouted by the 
EngHi^ privy counciL The Lord Lieutenant, m 
doong the sessicm, attempted to console the Parlia- 
ment for the loss of their &vourite bilL He tokl 
them that ^' it miscarried, merely by not being 
brQught into the House jyeiate the session was so &r 
advanced." He exhorts them, in their several sta* 
tions, to exert themselves in maintaining the public 
peace, which, he says, '' would be greaUy proiiioted» 
by the vigorous execution of the laws against Popisb 
piests ; and that he would contribute his part to 
wards the prevention of that growing evil, by giviag 
proper directions, that such penous only diodd l^ 
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pat iiHo the commission of the peace, as had distin- 
guished themselyes by their steady adherence to the 
Protestant interest.'* 

The celebrated Dean Swift had a principal share 
in uniting) for a brief space, both Catholics and Pro- 
testants in Rexce opposition to the government. His 
Dri^ier's Letters on the subject of a patent, granted 
to one Wood, for coining copper money for the use 
of Ireland, joined all ^ks and parties in a formi- 
dable coalition, to which the administration was for- 
ced to yield ; and the patent was revoked. Swift 
inu9 actuated on the occasion purely by factious ma- 
tures. He was one of the numerous class whom dis- 
appointed ambition has converted into patriots ; but 
unquestionably he effected great good, not by upset- 
ting Wood's patent, which was really beneficial to 
the. country, but by giving the Irish an example of 
tuniing from party pohtics to a national object. This 
ia^the only claim his shade had to be invoked with 
1^ of Molyneux, when Ghrattan, in 1782, for the 
fisBt time addressed his countrymen as ^' a. free 
people." 

A. D. i727.-^On the accession of George 11., the 
Gtttholio nobility and gentry, ynih the principal part 
of the detgy, prepared a congratulatory address, 
which they presented to the Lord Lieutenant for 
tnunsmission. This document, however, was sup- 
pressed,, because it was deemed inconsistent with law 
to acknowledge that there were any Papists in exist- 
esbce* The claim of the Catholics to legal existence 
ims particularly offensive to Boulter, the primate, 
idio^ ia the early part of this reign, ruled the des- 
^es oi Ireland, and whose crosier was found to be 
a sceptre of iron. He had been greatly alarmed by 
t^ mdan of parties, occasioned by the affair, of 
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Wood's hal^oee, and by a graddaUy increasiiig cor- 
diidity between the Protestants and the Catholics* 
This he attributed to the small share of the ekotire 
franchise still retained by the latter ; and of this he 
resolved that they should be deprived* A biU^ pro* 
hibiting Papists horn, voting at elections, was passed 
with little opposition ; and tfaus, at one stroke^ fiva* 
sixths of the population were disfiranchised. Seve- 
ral additions were made about the same time to the 
penal code. Of these the following are the most 
remurkable enactments. The CaUiolics were e%^ 
ehided from acting asbarristers, six-derks, 8olicitei% 
&c Barristers or solicitors marrying Papists an 
subjected to all the penalties and ^squalifications ci 
Papists. No convert can act as a justice of peac^ 
whose wife or children continue Papists. Persons 
robbed by privateers, during war with a Popish 
prince, ^all be reimborsed by Grand Jury present- 
inmt ; and the money be levied upon the goods and 
lands of Popish inhabitants only t 

A. D. 1731. — During the administration of the 
Duke of Dorset, the Patriots, as the opposition party 
in the House of Commons was named, became a power* 
fill body. The government, anxious to escape from 
the control of the Irish parliament, att^npted to ob* 
tain a grant of the supplies for twenty-one yeara ; 
but the courtiers were outvoted by a majority of one* 
The gentleman who gave the casting vote was Mr 
C. Tottenham of New Ross, who had come up from 
the country for the purpose. He arrived so kte 
that he had no time to change his dress ; and he 
hurried to the House in his travelling costume. 
This was considered a remarkable breach of etiquette ; 
«nd, in allusion fo it, " Tottenham in boots I" be*% 
came a popular toast. 
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Thobgfa the Irish parliament showed a laudable 
oeal to support the church by penal laws, they were 
by no means unwilling to rob it on a £iyourable op- 
portimity. They passed several resolutions against 
all who should demand the tithe of agistment ; and 
thus threw the burden of supporting the Protestant 
ministers from the Protestant landholders on the Ca« 
^tu)iic peasants* 

The Duke of Devonshire's administration was re^ 
markable, chiefly for the princely magnificence and 
liberality exhibited by his Grace. He expended his 
own private property on works of public utility; 
jmd a wharf, which he erected in the city of Dublin, 
still bears his name. 

A. D. 1745. — The dread of invasion induced the 
IBnglish ministry to intrust the government of Ireland 
io the Earl of Chesterfield, who had been long in op- 
position to the court. By adopting conciliatory mea- 
«iices, he preserved Ireland perfectly tranquil during 
the Scottish rebellion. He extended the full pro>- 
teetion of the laws to the Catholics, and discouraged 
tikose rumours of pretended plots, which, during all 
^ges, have been so rife in Ireland. ^* All Connaught 
is rising," cried a zealous loyalist, rushing into his 
Lordship's bed-room, in a paroxysm of a£Pected ter^ 
xor. " It is past nine o'dook, and time for us all 
4o rise," coolly replied Chesterfield, looking at his 
watch. It is painful, however, to add, that two 
ditrocious penal laws were enacted during his govern^ 
ment; the first, annulling all marriages between 
Protestants and Papists, or that were celebrated by 
•Pcnnsh priests ; the second, ordering that every Po- 
lish priest who married two Rrotestants, or a Pro- 
tMtant and Papist, should be hanged. 

A. D. 1747.i^-^AIter the departure of Chester- 
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field, Stone the primate became the head of the JsbUi 
government. This profligate prelate scrupled not to 
^nploy the most detestable means to e£Pect his poli- 
tical designs. His great object was to make go- 
Temment independent of the Actions oligarchy tlmt 
wielded the destinies of Ireland. To procoie parti- 
sans in Parliament, he is said to have gratifi^ t^e 
sensual desires of the young members wkh the most 
unlimited indulgence. His residence became in &ct 
a tavern and a brothel. The oligarchy, determined 
to preserve its power over the crown and the people, 
rnider the mask of patriotism encountered him in^ 
great virulence. His vices were exposed in several 
severe satires ; and in allusion to one crime, which 
will not bear explanation, the toast, ^ May the im- 
portation of Gan^medeshe discontinued in Ireland!" 
was given at every popular meeting in Dublin. The 
injury done by such a"^ prelate to the cause of ^e 
Protestant religion requires no comment. It is how- 
ever remarkaUe, that in none of the attacks made 
on him, do we find any allusion to the effects of his 
scandalous life on the religious feelings of the peo- 
ple. 

The appeals of the opposition to the nation awak- 
ened the attention of the people to political subjects, 
and soon called into the field an obscure individittd, 
who quickly outstripped the tardy march of the aris^ 
tocratic patriots. Charles Lucas, an apothecary^ 
having become a member of the common coundl of 
the city of Dublin, commenced a vigorous attack on 
the usurpations of the Board of Aldermen. His 
views expanded as he went on ; and he published se- 
veral tracts on the rights of the people, and the 
claims of Ireland to legislative independence. The 
oligarchy became alarmed : they had struggled for 
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lixAi own power : but now there was reason to few 
tbat the nation would reap the benefit of their exer- 
tions : they therefore joined the government to crush 
Lucas as a common enemy. In the October of 1749, 
the House of Commons resolved, " that Charles 
Lucas was an enemy to his country, " and present- 
ed an address to the Viceroy, requesting '^ that Lu- 
cas should be prosecuted by the Attorney- Greneral, 
aod a reward offered for his apprehension. '' Lucas, 
unable to resist such a storm, went into tempotsry 
exile ; but <m his return, after a lapse of some years^ 
ke was elected to r^resent his fellow-citizens in 
parliament. 

The issue of the struggle between the government 
and- the party of the oligarchy denominated Patriots, 
sufficiently shows that the latter contended for their 
own private interests, and not for any national ad- 
vantage. When a bill had been introduced for ap- 
plying the sur^Aus revenue to the discharge of the 
Badonal debt, the Duke of Dorset, then Viceroys 
dedared, that his Majesty would consent to the ar- 
rangement, and a clause expressing his consent was 
added to the bill in the English council. On the 
first occasion the alteration was not resisted ; but 
when a second bill was sent back, with the obnoxious 
consent added, it was rejected by the Irish parlia- 
ment. The dispute on this occasion was long and 
violent ; but finally, the greater part of the money 
was withdrawn from the kingdom by virtue of a 
king's letter* The public indignation against the 
government was alarming. Stone, however, persuad- 
ed the Viceroy to persevere, and charged the oppo- 
sition with being enemies to the King's government. 
James, Carl of Kildare, to counteract this insidious 
insinuation, presented a bold memorial to the King, 
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dedaxing the loyalfey of himself and his aasociateSy 
aod condemning the conduct of Stone and Doiset 
in no very measured terms. Ultimately, Dorset was 
removed from the government. He was forced to 
Mcape from Dublin under the escort of his guards, 
and a hired mob, which one of his official underlings 
had collected and supplied with drink. 

A« D. 1755. — The Duke of Devonshire beina 
afipointed Viceroy, took the patriots into &vour, ana 
£aaitdthat, when gratified by place and pension, they 
were willing to be the most devoted servants of go» 
Ttrnment. The oligarchy had discovered that the 
existence of a surplus revenue made the crown inoon** 
Ttniently independent, and therefore resolved that 
there should be no surplus revenue for the future. 
They made large grants of money ostensibly for pub^ 
lio works, but in reality for private jobs — jobs so fla- 
grant, that the most corrupt would have felt ashamedi 
only that such a feeling as shame was unknown to 
the Irish parliament. The popular voice denoun* 
ced the former patriots, and they were universally 
named '' the Scrambling Committee. " 

In the autumn of 1759, during the administradon 
of the Duke of Bedford, a small French force, un- 
der the command of Thurot, escaped from Dunkirk, 
and, after many misadventures, arrived at Carrickfer^ 
gus in the beginning of the following year. As the 
fortifications were in ruins, the town was taken after 
an obstinate defence. * But Thurot not receiving 
any reinforcement, and learning that the people in 

* During the conflict in ihe streete of Carrickfergus, a French 
soldier observing a cliild who had run playfully into the streete, 
amid the fire of the contending parties, grounded his musket, 
cwriedthe infiint to a place of safety, and, returning to his com^ 
rades, reamned the combat. 
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die neighbouring towns had taken up aims fer hit 
destruction, retired. He was overtid^en in his i«« 
treat by a British squadron, and fell in the engage- 
ment. 

The loyalty shown by the Catholics on diis oocs** 
sion, and the addresses breathing a devoted attadi« 
ment to the British government sent from various 
parts of the kingdom, by the leaders of the Catholic 
body, produced a £ivourable. effect on the minds of 
die ministers, aheady disposed to look with fkvont 
on this persecuted body, in consequence of an able 
dttdaimer of the obnoxious doctrines imputed to 
tfaem, which had been previously published. It was 
seriously contemplated to repeal the most severe 
of the disqualifying laws, and to unite the legisla* 
tures of England and Ireland. The Honourable 
John Ponsonby, the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, was among the first of the Irish statesmen 
who felt sympathy in the wrongs that had been in- 
flicted on his Catholic countrymen ; and, ever since 
that period, the members of the Ponsonby family have 
been amongst the most active supporters of civil li- 
berty and religious toleration in Ireland. 

The news that such measures were in agitation, 
produced the most violent commotions among the 
lower ranks of Protestants in Dublin. In general 
it will be found, that virulence against those of an 
opposite creed wUl be found more fierce in the lower 
mDks than among the more respectable classes of 
society; and experience proves, that, in Ireland^ 
hatred of Popery is more violent the lower we de- 
scend in the scale of rank, wealth or intelligence. 
The £ear of a Union was a more justifiable cause of 
tumult, because it was manifest that the removal or 
the parliament would greatly injure the trade of the 
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Dublin 8hopke^)ers. The proceedings of the mob 
were very characteristic of the humour which distin- 
guishes the Irish. They forced their way into die 
House of Lords, seated an old woman on the throne, 
and got up a mock debate on the expediency of in- 
troducing pipes and tobacco. They forced the mem-, 
bers of both Houses whom they met, to swear that 
they would never consent to a Union, nor give a vote 
against the interests of Ireland. They compelled 
the Chief-Justice of the King's Bench to administer 
this oath to the Attorney-General, and laughed 
heartily at the circumstance of having the first law- 
officer of the crown duly sworn by one of the King's 
judges. From these ludicrous scenes they proceed- 
ed to more violent acts of outage ; they broke the 
coaches of some obnoxious individuals, and'erected a 
gibbet for one very obnoxious person, who fortunate-, 
ly escaped &om their hands. 

The scheme of a Union, if at that time seriously 
meditated, was frustrated by the death of Geoige II., 
and the changes made in the administration by his 
grandson and successor, George IIL In the new 
reign, there were but few penal laws ; and with a 
brief recital of their principal enactments, we shall 
close this long, and, to us, punful chapter. In the 
year 1776, an act was passed permitting magistrates 
to search the houses of Papists for arms, and to ex- 
amine on oath those suspected of concealment. By 
the 17 th clause. Papists refusing to deliver up their 
arms, or concealing them, or refusing to discover on 
oath, or neglecting to appear when summoned for 
that purpose, were made liable, on conviction, to fine 
or imprisonment, or such corporal punishment of 
pillory, or whipping, at the discretion of the court.. 
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In the year 1782, Papists were excluded from 
the King's Inns of Court ; and the law of William 
III., excluding them from parliament, was formally 
enacted. This latter act attracted little notice at 
the time, for the Catholics had submitted to William's 
English act, and were thus practically, though not 
legally, excluded from the legislature. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 
The EffecU of the Penal Laws, 

The grants of extensive forfeitures to several En^ish 
proprietors was the first great cause of absentedan, 
which is usually reckoned one of the chief causes of 
misery in Ireland. It is certainly absurd to say that 
evil has not resulted from this system ; but it is just 
as absurd to suppose, that compulsory residence 
would be a remedy. The mere fact of the landlord 
living in Ireland or En^and, would make Httle dif- 
ference, if the Irish still continued to export dicir 
raw produce, and import all manufactured articles ; 
for there would be still the same impediment to the 
accumulation of capital, and the exercise of collec* 
tive industry. Absenteeism is a part, and by no 
means the worst part, of a destructive system of land- 
letting, which arose from the joint operation of for- 
i^itures and the penal laws. A great portion of 
Irish lands is held on leases .of lives, renewable for 
ever, or on leases of extraordinary duration. Those 
tenures arose from the uncertainty of property. The 
persons to whom estates were granted, eagerly em- 
braced any o£Per made to them by persons residing 
on or near the lands. Many of them were Ei^iA 
proprietors, and never intended to visit Ireland. 
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Others had learned to dread the peasantry, and 
sought refuge in the towns. Both classes were glad 
to get a certain rent, however di^roportioned, when 
they considered the uncertainty of their possessions. 
In consequence of this, a regular subordination of 
landlords, sometimes six or seven, existed between 
the proprietor and the actual tiller of the ground, 
llius, the non-productive classes were disproportion" 
ately increased ; for each of t^em was, wholly or part- 
ly, supported by his profit-rent ; and as the weight of 
maintaining all fell upon the producers, they derived 
no advantage £rom their labours beyond a sufficieiw 
cy to protract a miserable existence. The numerous 
dasB of what was usually called ** poor gentlemen, " 
now fiist disappearing, became a greater curse to the 
eountry, than absenteeism ever has been, or could be 
-*-raen whose property ranged from one to &ve hun- 
dred a year, and who chose to live on that sum in 
idleness, deeming trade, commerce, and honours- 
able industry, a degradation. The support of these 
gentlemen being derived from some lease, or dawte 
in a lease, of course fell upon the peasant, and ab- 
sorbed all die fruits of his industry. The country, 
therefore, became, and continued wretched; because 
the labourers had to provide fer a gready dii^propor* 
tioned number of consumers. 

Forfeitures placed the greater part, indeed almosi 
the whole, of the lands in the hands of the Prote»- 
tanta; and the penal laws oontmued them in exda* 
stve possession. Having already described the Crom« 
wellians and their descendants, who constituted the 

Cmass of Irish proprietors, it is needless to show 
unfit such men were to be trusted with the des- 
ttnies of a country. Even if we had not the en* 
dtiice of i» import witne68> common aeoa^ would 
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lead us to qonclude, that these men would, in the 
otdinary transactions of life, exhibit the same un-^^ 
principled tyranny and injustice which their repre- 
sentatives had displayed in parliament. Men whoy 
as legislators, had unscrupulously violated a solenm 
tteaty, and enacted persecuting laws sanctioning rob- 
b^ and crime, could not have been kind landlord^, 
nor equitable justices of the peace. We are not, 
however, left to mere reasoning, to discover the ge- 
neral character of the landlords in the middle of the 
last century. That celebrated agriculturist, Mr Ar- 
thur Young, has recorded what he witnessed during. 
his tour in Ireland, with all the indignation which 
an English gentleman feels at witnessing tyranny and 
oppression. His picture is not overcharged, as will 
be readily acknowledged by many who can remem- 
ber some remnants of the system which he saw, in 
its full bloom of perfection. He says, , ^^ The land- 
lord of an Irish estate, inhabited by Roman Cadio- 
ILcs, is a sort of despot, who yields obedience, in 
whatever concerns the poor, to no law but his will. 
A long series of oppressions, aided by many very 
ill-judged laws, have brought landlords into the ha- 
bit of exerting a very lofty superiority, and their vas- 
sals into that of an honest unlimited submission. 
Speaking a language that is despised — ^professing a 
religion t^t is ^^nred — and being disarmed, the 
poor find themselves slaves in a land of written li- 
berty. Nay^ I have heard anecdotes of the . Uves 
of the people being made free tioith, loithotit any 
apprehension from the justice of a jury^ The ex- 
ecution of the laws lies very much in the hands of 
justices of the peace, many of whom are drawn, fiom 
the most illiberal class in the kipgdom. If a poor 
man lodges a complaint against a gentlemw, ox^y 
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animal that chooses to call itself a gentleman, and 
the justice issues out a summons for his appearance, 
it is a fixed offence, and he will infallibly be called 
out. Hie peasants know their situation too well to 
think of it. They can have no defence, but by 
means of protection from one gentleman against an* 
odier, who probably protects his vassal as he would 
the ^eep he intends to eat." 

l%e Irish landlords had professed an earnest de- 
sire to surround themselves with a Protestant te- 
nantry; but they soon found that this would be in- 
consistent with what they deemed their interests. 
The Protestants would not pay the extravagant rents 
demanded by the landlords, and lyere of course pe- 
jected. They emigrated in thousands to North A- 
merica, and ^mished the States with a body of de- 
termined soldiery, at the moment they were about to 
commence their contest with Great Britain. 

Nor was this the only cause of the disappearance 
of Protestantism among the lower ranks. The in- 
efficiency, the negligence, and, in many cases, the 
immorality of the established clergy, were at this un- 
happy period perfectly scandalous. Their anxiety 
was to diminish their congregations, and make their 
parishes perfect sinecures. To the lower ranks of 
their flocks they were utter strangers, and would have 
looked upon any attempt to force intercourse as un- 
pardonable impertinence. The great defect in the 
constitution of the church of England is, that it 
makes no provision for the instruction of the poor 
and ignorant. The sublime service, and simple but 
touching eloquence of the liturgy, loses much of ita 
effect by constant repetition; but when read careless- 
ly, in the style of a school-boy hurrying over a dis- 
agreeable task, its e£Eicacy is wholly lost. The tw- 
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mons are by no means an adequate substitute for the 
instruction that should be conveyed by personal com- 
munication: a well-written essay, in elegant and 
classical language, read from the pulpit, is really a 
very inefficient means of conveying religious know- 
ledge to the illiterate and uninstructed. Irish Pro- 
testants have frequently boasted, that theirs is the re- 
ligion of gentlemen— can they forget that such is not 
the boast of Christianity ? A higher merit than the 
restoration of sight to the blind, health to the sick, 
or even life to the dead, was, that ** to the poor the 
gospel is preached." The church of Rome, witfc 
more wisdom, insists on a personal intercourse be- 
tween the priest and his flock, by the institution of 
confession. That this is liable to abuse, nay, that 
it has frequently been abused, is incontrovertible ; 
but equally certain is it, that confession has been the 
source of many and great benefits. The first re- 
formers felt this ; and, in the rubric, required some 
such intercourse between the minister and the con- 
gregation, as a preparation for receiving the sacra- 
ment ; but if ever practised in the refi^rmed churchy 
it soon fell into ^suse ; and the l^al desecration of 
the sacrament, by making it a political test, rendered 
the revival of it impossible. 

Another cause for the decay of Protestantism, was 
the want of service in the Irish language. Whether 
the liturgy, in their own beloved tongue, would have 
reconciled the Irish to a religion, known to thera 
only as the great source of their national cdami^es, 
may perhaps be doubtful ; but the experiment was 
never tried, and the Irish church could not discern 
the ludicrous inconsistency of preaching against the 
church of Rome, for keeping the service of the mass 
in an unknown tQngue, while it itself inSioted peeal- 
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ties on millicms, for not attending service in a lan- 
guage almost equally unknown. 

Persecution drew sdll closer the ties ijiat united 
the priests to the people. Both w^re cruelly op- 
pressed by the ^' Protestant ascendancy/' and mutiud 
su£Pering has ever been a source of firm fiiend^ip. 
The poor Protestant felt sensibly l^e difference be* 
tween a pastor, who scarcely deigned to recognise his 
existence, and one who would be his comforter, his 
adviser, his guide, and his friend. Such a spectacle 
daily before his, eyes, was a more powe^ul a^ment 
than the most laborious treatise on the difterences 
between the churches. Reason might show, that the 
(^)inions of the Protestant rector were the better ; 
but reason uid feeling united to prove that the con- 
duct of the Catholic priest was more in accordance 
with the precepts of the go^l, and the conduct of 
ihe apostles. So powerful, indeed, was the effect of 
t^ contrast, that but for the labours of the Metho- 
dists and other dissenters, whose preachers mixed 
with the people, there would now be scarcely a single 
Protestant among the lower ranks in Ireland. 

But with whatever other ne^igenoes the churdi of 
Ireland may be charged, careles^ess in the exaction of 
tithes is assuredly not among the number. Thrown, by 
the law, on the mis^able tillers of the soil for support, 
the majority'of the eleigy employed a class of men, 
called Tithe-piroctors, to collect their revenues ; and 
never was there a greater scouige inflicted on an un- 
fortunate country. Their exactions, their cruelties, 
their oppressions, would furnish materials for vo- 
lumes ; and would even then convey but a &int image 
of the intolerable misery they occasioned. The Irish 
law of feiAe was-fiur more severe than the English- 
it amied the parson with greater powen— it took 
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•from the fiurmer every means of defence against ille- 
gal overcharges. K the Irish clergy and their proe- 
tors had been angels, they must have been corrupted 
by the system ; but they were not even the best of 
men ; and they used their tremendous power in its 
fullest extent. K any thing further was required to 
alienate the hearts of the Irish peasantry from the 
reformed religion, it was to be found in the exactions 
of the tithe-mongers ; for how could the cottier lov^ 
or even respect, pastors who seized the fruits of his 
industry, and snatched the last morsel from the 
mouths of his starving £imily ? 

The oppressions of the landlords and the tithe- 
mongers produced their natural effect. The pe»- 
sant^ driven to despair, broke out in agrarian insui- 
rections, which soon became formidaUe. The Pro- 
testant labourers of the north took the title '^ Hearts 
of Oak ; *' those of the south, from wearing their 
shirts outside their clothes, were denominated 
" Whiteboys. " They committed the most alarm- 
ing outrages, and inflicted the most revolting cruel- 
ties, on all whom they deemed the authors of their 
wrongs. There was not a man in Ireland ignorant 
of the cause of these disturbances ; but the rulers 
of the land were neither willing to acknowledge 
their tyranny, nor inclined to cease from their rapa^- 
city. They adopted the usual fiivourite remedy of 
Irish legislators, and passed a sanguinary code of 
laws, to which no country in Europe can frumish a 
parallel. 

** The Whiteboys," says Mr Young, ** being 
labouring Catholics, met with all those oppressions 
I have described, and would probably have continu- 
ed in full submission, had not very severe treatment 
in respect of tithes, united with a great speculative 
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rise of rents about the same time, blown up the 
flaiiie of resistance. The atrocious acts they were 
guilty o^ made them the subject of general indigna- 
tion. Acts were passed for their punishment, which 
seemed calculated for the meridian of Barbary. This 
arose to such a height, that, by one, they were to be 
lianged under circumstances without the common 
fcrmalities of a trial, which, though repealed in the 
following session, marks the spirit of punishment ; 
tvfaile oUiers yet remain the law of the land, that 
would, if executed, tend more to raise than quell an 
insurrection. " 

The old cry of a Popish plot was raised; and the 
cruelty of fear induced the leaders of the ascendancy 
to commit new acts of tyranny, and several fell victims 
to the forms of law, under circumstances of very doubt- 
ful guilt. Many more would have met a simUar £ite, 
but for the exertions of the judges, and especially Sir 
Edward Aston, Chief-Justice of the Common Pleas. 
He was nobly rewarded. On his return from a special 
oommission at Clonmel, he foimd the roads lined by 
multitudes of both sexes, the friends and relatives of 
Uiose whom he had rescued from destruction, in- 
voking the blessings of heaven on his head, for his 
impartiality in the administration of justice — a bless- 
ing, of which its rarity had taught them the value. 

There was, however, one victim, whose fate de- 
serves to be recorded, not merely as an illustration 
of the temper of the times, but as an example of the 
reckless fiiry with which the Irish aristocracy then, 
and since, used to hunt down an obnoxious indivi- 
dual Nicholas Sheehy, the parish-priest of Clog- 
faeen, was a man of strong, generous feeling, and 
full of a noble sympathy for the injured and oppress* 
ed — a sentiment which was long deemed treasonable 
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in Ireland. He had given unpardonable offence i& 
the gentry in the nei^foourhood, by resisting their 
oppression of their tenantiy, and denouncing magis- 
tenal tyranny. He had frequently shielded perse* 
cuted victims, and relieved those whom '^ the little 
tyrants of the fields " had reduced to misery ; but 
his character of " village Hampden *' was full of 
danger, even greater than that of his prototype ; fcnr 
in England, at the worst of times, there was some 
chance of obtaining justice. During the disturbances 
in the south, he had fi*equently been tried lor ^' acting 
as a Popish priest" — an offence then punished with 
transportation ; but evidence sufficient for his con- 
victiim could not be obtained. A complaint wss 
next made to government, that he had procured 
money firom France to pay the Whiteboys, and to 
^ilist them in the service of the Pretender. A pro* 
damation was issued, offering a reward of three hun- 
dred pounds for Sheehy's apprehension. On hearing 
of this, he wrote a letter to the Secretary of Stat^ 
offering to surrender, provided that he should not 
be tried at Cloimiel, where his enemies would easily 
be able to pack a jury. His offer was accepted ; he 
was brought to trial in Dublin, and, after a labori'- 
ous investigation of fourteen hours, was honourably 
acquitted. The evidence against him was that of a 
vagrant boy, a common prostitute, and an impeach- 
ed thief, taken firom Clonmel jai], and bribed to give 
testimony, by promises of pardon and reward. 

His acqiuttal only stimulated the malice of ^ his 
enemies. A report was circulated that a Whiteboy, 
named Bridge, had been murdered by his associates, 
to prevent his giving information ; and Sheehy was 
arrested as a participator in the crime. He had 
reason to dread a Clonmel jury. On the very same 
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evidence that had been rejeded in Dublin>'he.was 
Jbund guilty, and s^tenced to be banged and^uarr 
teted. The most essential part.of the evidence, we 
jBhould naturally suppose, would be the proof <^ 
Bridge's death ; but no such thing was attempted. 
In &cty it was sworn,, by two unexceptionable wit- 
nesses, that he had lefb the country ; and it is noto- 
rious,, that he was known to be alive several years 
^er*. During the trial, the Action that conducted 
tlie prosecution formed a guard round the court, 
excluding the prisoner's witnesses, and grossly insultr 
uig all who dared to speak in his &vour. So &r was 
the system of terror carried, that his attorney narrowly 
escaped with his life, and was forced to fly by night 
to Dublin. 

The pretended murder of Briclge was made the 
pretext &r the judicial murder of some other indi- 
viduals obnoxious to the aristocracy of Tq)perary ; 
but the effect produced by die dying declarations of 
ihese unhf^py men^ caused such a strong sensaticm 
of horror, that the persecutors were stopped short 
in the midst of their career. 

The state of morals, during this unhappy time, 
.was deplorable; the habits of Uie sentry were coarse 
and brutal ; the peasant learned all the i4ces of the 
slave. The few Catholics who pretended to con- 
form, neither were, nor affected to be, influenced by 
religious princ^)le« A certificate of having received 
the sacrament in the chuBch of England was all that 
the law required to secure their property ; and tra- 
dition rsoords many instances of homUe pro&nation 
that took place when the test was administered to 
these insincere converts. But there were also some 
noble examples of virtue, which it is much more 
pkasing to contemplate. Many Catholics made ficti- 
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tious conyeyances of theit estates to ProtestanM; 
and there were very few instances of ^e Tiolatioiriif 
this confidence. A poor Protestant barber held tte 
title-deeds of all the Catholio estates in a sputfaon 
county. He would accq>t from them neither preseiit 
nor reward, but supported himself hj the labov «f 
his own hands. His only recompense was the te» 
timony of his own conscience, and the gratitode of 
those whose estates he rescued from the rapacity of 
the discoverers : — ^But what more noble reoorapense 
Qould he have obtained ? 

The seats in the Irish Parliament were at tKnt 
time held for life, except at the demise of the 
Crown, or when the King pleased to order a disBo^' 
lution. The people had consequently litde contral 
over their representatkes ; and by the ii^nious can* 
trivances used to close the corporations, the Iriali 
House of Commons became a mere mbdceiy of le^ 
presentation. The Elnglish reader will scarcely cne^ 
dit the reality of such an anomaly as the existenee 
of cities and towns, containing several thousand in^ 
habitants, where the elective franchise is confined lo 
twelve or thirteen individuals. But some such stifl 
remain ; and the populous towns of Clomnel, Ca^a^ 
and Belfest, have not a constituency much laijgBr 
than that of Gatton or Old Sarum. If he aus 
why such an abuse is permitted to exist ? — he wiM 
be told, that it is essential to the Protestant intst- 
rest I If he asks for any explanati(» of the wicked 
nonsense of such a reply, he vHdl get no answer. 
Where the towns contained a larger coi^tituency, 
the corporations adopted an ingenious plan of seffii^ 
themselves to an extensive dealer in boroughs, an4 
by bestowing the elective frranchise on his fiiend% 
dependents, and servants, they soon outnumbered 
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^fafe JBflidttit firdemen. This was very successfiilly 
^^pfsctised in Youghal. The corporation party hap* 
imed to be less numerous than the independents ; 
tet they contrived, by finesse, to hold an assembly 
itf n^oi the oUiers were not aware, and created an 
tt^ccwfaelming m^ority of mm-residents. They ihba 
«Dfistitated the Earl of Shannon their patron, agree- 
tmg to return his nominees, and receiving, in retonii 
appointments in the Customs and £xcise-«-4he Irish 
^pvemment having erected an immense number d 
useless places in both departments, for the spedal 
purpose of rewarding its dependents. * 
. . The proprietors of boroughs, or rather the pro- 
prietors of ^e Irish Parliimient, for its cities and 
axmties were virtually dose boroughs, formed an 
anomalous body called Undertakers. They ent^r* 
ed into a bargain with the government to carry all 
its measures in Parliament, receiving, in ivtum, 
places, pensions, and profitable jobs. Similar trans* 
aadons have occasionally taken place in En^and, 
«iiere the parties had the grace to keep them secret* 
But, in Ireknd, corruption stalked unblushingly a- 
broad, and seemed to court the fiice of day. Ho* 
nesty and patriotism were so lightly valued, that no 
one thougnt it worth while to lay daim to them. 
The two great objects of the undertakers were, to 
iippose the independence of the crown, and the li- 
berty of the people. The English ministry did not 
interaare with the oligarchy in thdr misgovemment 

* The pMronage of the borough has been nnce tranafcrrBd 
to the Duke of Devonshire, in consequence of his having esto- 
falislied his right to some land on which the corporation had 
nosed extensive stores and other buildings, about the same 
i that the tel of JSumnoa oeaaed to poeaeas political ia* 
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of the unfertunate country, whidi '^ they ingultod 
by their ignorance, plundered by their ri^Micity, and 
sLmdered by their malice. " But fisu^tious opposi- 
tion to the power of the Crown was an evil of a 
di£ferent nature, which they determined to remove^ 
For this purpose it was resolved, that the Lord 
Lieutenant, instead of visiting Ireland once in two 
years, and intrusting the government, in the inters 
val, to L(»rds- Justices cluraen from die undertakers, 
should, for the future, reside in Dublin, and ma- 
nage in person the disposal of places, pensions, and 



An uneamected result followed this change. The 
condition of the people was gradually in^oved,. as 
the authority of government was strengdiened ; and, 
save when the old oligarchy, by lending their odious 
influence to a minister, contrived to gain back some 
portion of their old monopoly, no examples of wan- 
ton oppression, on the part of the supreme power, 
vrill be found in the rest of this history. It was, 
however, the misfortune of George the Third s 
reign, that most of the administrations formed in it 
felt afraid of the people ; and that, in consequence, 
they ente^ into a new alliance with the Irish oli- 
garchy, and intrusted that dangerous body v?iUi 
povrevB which they were afrerwards unable to con- 
trol Every direct exertion of British povrer has 
been uniformly in fitvour of the people ; and Ireland 
continued to be oppressed, not because the British 
minister had too much influence, but because he 
had too little ; being checked, controlled, and fettisr* 
ed by the confederacy of the boroughmongers, which 
knavery called, and folly believed, to be " the Pro- 
testant interest. " 

This beneficial change was not efiected without 
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great expense, and was made the subject of more 
jokes, good and bad, than will bear to be recorded. 
Lord Townshend, the viceroy appointed to eflPect 
the revolution, possessed a large share of the con- 
vivial talents so highly appreciated in Ireland; he 
easihr collected about the Castle the inferior de- 
pendents of the great boroughmongers, and pur- 
chased the transfer of their allegiance by the united 
influence of cash and claret. Thas was described as 
** an attempt to monopolize the manu^M^ure of le^ 
gislators, by purchasing up the raw material ; ** and 
the needy crowd that thronged the Upper Castle- 
y^d, pacing the nanrow predncts in hopes of re- 
ward, were said to be employed in ^* ploughing the 
half acre ; " for so much did its area contain* 
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CHAPTER XIX, 
The LegitlaHvt Jndepmdenee of ike Irish ParKctment, 

A. D. 1768, — The first great change made in lihe 
government of Ireland, was the limitation of the dur- 
ation of parliament ; a measure pressed on the legis- 
lature by the unanimous voice of the people dunng 
seven years, and finally granted in consequence of a 
diapute between the Irish oligarchy and the English 
government. To increase their own popularity, and 
at the same time to bring odium on Lord Towns- 
hend's administration, the Irish Parliament, during 
several successive sessions, presented the heads of a 
septennial bill to the Privy Council, certam that ^ 
measure would never be sanctioned by that body. 
The Privy Coimcil at length became weary of this 
annual &rce, and, in a fit of ill humour, transmitted 
the bill to England. The English ministry, justty 
enraged at the fierce opposition which the measures 
of government received from the leada^ of the Irish 
aristocracy, returned the bill, with the single alteiq- 
tion of substituting eight for seven years ; and the 
Irish Parliament, caught in its own toils, was forced 
to pass the bill into a law. Nothing can be conceiv- 
ed more ludicrous than the consternation of the pre- 
tended patriots who had clamoured for the bffl, when 
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they learned that the English government had deter- 
mined to make the concession. They had for years 
declared that the measure was essential to the sahnt- 
don of the country^ and poured out the fiercest in^ 
vectives against the statesmen by whom it was op* 
posed; but they never dreamexl that their labours 
would have been successful ; and when an event so 
contrary to their wishes and expectations occurred, 
they could not conceal the bitterness of their morti* 
fication. The nation in general was wdl aware of 
the hypocrisy to whidi it owed its success, and, wkb 
creditable forbearance, abstained from overwhelming 
the authors of the measure with unwelcome thanks 
and gratulations. 

The new parliament had scarcely assembled, when 
the House of Commons became involved in a d»* 
pute with the Viceroy, on a point of constitutional 
privilege* A money-bill, which had been planned 
m England, was rejected by the Commons after the 
first reading, because it had not originated iii theif 
house. Lord Townshend, in a rage, sent an ajogry 
protest against their poceedings, which the C<^- 
mons refiiiBed to enter on their journals. The Loids 
were more submissive, and, after a fierce, but brief 
straggle, allowed the Viceroy's protest to be inserted 
in their records. The court having sufiPered several 
other defeats on questions of less moment, Jjo^d 
Townsbend determined to prorogue the parliament, 
after a brief session of two mon^, and to try i^ 
during the recess, any impression could be mads on 
the band of Irish patriots. After an interval of fou>» 
teen months, the parliament was reassembled, and 
the partisans of the court were found to possess an 
overwhelming majority. The Commons, in their ad* 
df€0| returned thanks to the King, for continuixig 
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Lord Towndiend in the government. Mr Ponsoa- 
by» the speaker, indignant at witnessing this degra- 
dation, resigned the chair, rather than carrj up such 
an address. He was succeeded by Mr £dmond 
Sexton Pery, who had been converted from a patriot 
kito a courtier, hj a peooess of mannikcture not un-» 
frequently usi^l in the Irish Pariiameat. 

The rapacity of the agent of an absentee nobleman, 
the Marquis of I^ooegal, produced a ^&ce agrsnaa 
insurrection in the county of Antrim, which soon ex- 
tended over the greater part of Ulster. The insur- 
gents named themselves Hearts of Steel, to show 
the firmness of their resolution. They determined 
not to pay the extravagant rents and fines demanded 
by the laadloids and their agents, and to destroy 
the cattle and houses of any tenants who should take 
the land <' over their heads. " By the exertions of 
the military, several of the Steel-men were arrested 
and barought to trial at Garrickfeigus ; but they were 
acquitted, from the sc^posed partiality of the wit- 
nesses and the juries. The Irish aristocracy, enr^- 
ed at beiDg dif8»pointed of the expected vengeance 
on their revolted vassals, passed a law, that trials ^^r 
insurrectionary offences should be held in comities 
diffisrent from those in which the crimes had been 
committed. Some of the insurgents were, in conse- 
quence, brought to trial in Dublin ; but the juries, * 
disgusted at such an arbitrary and unconstitutional' 
proceeding, acquitted the prisoners without hesita- 
tion. This infiunous law wJas repealed during the 
administration of Lord Harcourt, and the juries in 
the disturbed districts were at the same time induced 
to do their duty with firmness. After several of the 
insuigents had been convicted .and executed, the dis- 
tuffaances were suppressed ; but. an immense number 



Digitized by Google 



CIVJL WARS OF IRELAND. 277 

of the Ulster Brotestants sought re^ige from the ra- 
pacttj of their landlords in the wilds of America. 

A. D. 1776. — The haughty and o{^)ressive sjwit, 
which the British government had so long displayed 
to the British colonies and dependencies, at length 
produced the dire effects which every man of sense 
had long predicted. The States of North America, 
justly irritated at the insane attempt of the Briti^ 
Parliament to tax them without their own consent, 
took up arms, and set the mother country at de^ 
fiance. The history of ^eventful struggle, which, 
at the end of six years, terminated in the acknow- 
ledgement of the American republic, belongs not to 
this work. We must however remark, that the war 
for the subjugation of the Americans was at first de- 
cidedly popular in England. From the habit of us- 
ing the phrase " our colonies," there was not an £ng- 
Udh peasant who did not regard the colonists as 
rebels against himself, and as enemies to some fan- 
cied authority and power, which he deemed the pri- 
vilege of every Englishman by his birthright. Ire- ' 
land was regarded as a province even more complete- 
ly at the disposal of England ; and, afbr the Ameri- 
can war had been formally commenced, the dangerous 
eikct of such an example on a nation, still more grie- 
vously oppressed, was a circumstance that quite e- 
«caped the notice of the Statesmen, to whom the des- 
tinies of the country had been intrusted. They re- 
mained in a state of ignorant apathy, until, they had 
brought the government to the very brink of ruin, 
and exposed the country to the horrors of civil war, 
fixHn which it was saved almost by accident. The 
American colonies had afforded the most extensive 
and {profitable markets for the sale of Irish linens ; 
but the war closed the txade, and die linen manu&c- 
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tures soon experienced a severe de<;line. At. the 
same time, by an unusual and scarcely constitutional 
exertion of the prerogative, an embaigo was laid on 
the exportation of Irish provisions, under pretence of 
preventing supplies to the revolted colonies, but, in 
reality, to enable certain powerful contractors to fid- 
fil their engagements with ease and profit. The oon- 
aequenoe of this profligate job was general miisery 
throughout the nation, at the very moment that it 
was called upon to make unusual exertions to sim* 
press the American revolt. So manifest were the 
distresses of Ireland, that, on the motion of Earl Nu«> 
gent, the British Parliament, in Ajnil 1778, parsed 
several resolutions, declaring the expediency of le- 
mo^g many of the restrictions whicn had been, im- 
posed on Irish commerce. The commercial jealou* 
sy of England was, however, unfortunately aroused ; 
petitions against opening the trade of Ireland poigred 
in from every side ; and those from Liverpool, Man- 
chester, and Glasgow, menaced rebellion in no very 
obscure terms, if the parliament should persevere in 
its. proposed course of wisdom and justice. The 
English Premier, Lord North, had sense enough to 
perceive that these concessions were demanded by 
sound policy, but he had not firmness to withstand 
the popular clamour. The bills founded on Loid 
Nugent's resolutions were rejected ; and Ireland, so 
&r as the British parliament was concerned, sentenc- 
ed to hopeless misery. Lord North showed mote 
^rmness on another question. Acts for repealing some 
of the penal laws, and for permitting Catholics to ac- 
quire property in land, so far as a lease of nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine years, were sanctioned by the 
British and Irish Parliaments, but not without en- 
countering a fierce and vehement opposition. 
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. A. D. 1778.— The resistance of the Boglish 
mfflx^nts to the opening of the Irish trade, spread 
general dissatis&ction*— 4he more dangerous/ as Ire- 
land liad lately obtained a specres of National Guard' 
sax army composed of citizen-soldiers, whose remon" 
strances could not be neglected with impunity* 
There are few Irishmen of the present day who can 
J^peak of those celebrated men, die Volunteers, with- 
out fedings of enthusiastic admiration; for they, 
^without bloodshed, raised their country from a de- 
graded province to the dignity of a nation, and creat- 
ed the first sources of the little prosperity that Ire- 
and has been permitted to enjoy, lliough a Vo- 
lunteer corps had been formed some years previous- 
ly an the county of Wexford for suppressing the 
nocturnal devastations of the Whiteboys, yet to the 
"town of Belfast must mamly be attributed the chief 
origin of this national army. In the year 1778, the 
sun of England's glory seemed to have set ; the high 
and palmy days of the British flag were gone ; Ame- 
rican privateers swept the narrow seas, and captured 
our vessels in sight of our coasts ; the French threat- 
ened an invasion ; and there was neither a fleet nor 
an army capable of resisting them. At this unpro- 
pitious period, the people of Bel&st, alarmed at 
thdr unprotected stat^ petitioned the government 
for a garrison ; and received as an answer, that half 
a troop of dismounted cavalry, and half a company 
of invalids, constituted all the force that could be spar- 
. ed I Deserted by the government, the inhabitants of 
that ^irited town pepared to defend themselves. 
They formed a corps of volunteers, elected officers, 
and took active measures to give their new sdldiers 
discipline and efficiency. Several other towns fol- 
low^ the. example ; and the government, urged by 
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the Tomesmftf o£ the case, supplied tlieir new defen- 
ders with sxxtflcn thousand stand- of snns* In the 
year 1779, Spain aeoeded to 4^ hostile confederiMnp 
whish had bc»n fomed against Great Britain. A 
oombined fleet rode triiin^hant in the Biiti^ chan- 
nel ; and nothing but ignorance of its defrnodess 
ifeiuation prevented the French and Spanish admirals 
hpn destKTfing ^e port of HymoMh. In this 
moment of doubt and ^mger, such additional ac-^ 
tivity was shown by t^ Irish in organiaing their new 
national foree, that the number of volunteers in a 
aliort time amounted to &rty-two thousand, all ani-^ 
mated with the wannest feelings of patriotism and 
loyalty. So fbnnidid>le was their aspect^ that the e- 
nemy feagned all thoughts of an invasion ; and so 
tranquil was the ishmd, that newt at any subsequent 
period has it been more free from distmrbances of an 
insurrectionary character. 

The Irish pariiament was emboldened, by the sup** 
port of the national army, to make some exertions to 
attain independence. In the October of 1779, it 
was unanimously resolved to present an address to> 
the Viceroy, declaring that ^' nothing but a free trade 
could save the nation from impending ruin. " The 
address was carried up by the speaker to the Castle, 
through the ranks of the Dublin volunteers, who 
lined the streets in their arms and umfbrms, amid the 
loud acclamations of the populace, inq)iFed with hope 
^at the national distress would be speedily relieved 
The unanimous thanks of the Commons was voted 
to the independent companies for the readiness they 
had shown to defend their country in the moment m 
danger ; and a similar resolution was adopted in die- 
Lords, with the single dissentient voice of Lifford,. 
the Lord Chancellor. The Commons, to mark more 
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afsci^; theif detenniDation to obtein ledress <^ their 
tfrnaatTGial grievances, granted the eupplies ibr six 
months only, and passed a resolution, declaring^ 
that the granting of new taxes woold, under existing 
curcumstanees,. be inexpedient. These spirited de- 
dbir^ions of the Commons, were followed by resolu- 
tions at several cmmty meetings against the use of 
EngHsh mam^KstureSb Such was their effect, that 
Lord North introduced^ without opposition, two bills,^^ 
granting to the Irish traders greater advantages than 
had -been aheady pressed by Lord Nugent ; but, 
with a reckless disregard of national feeling, which 
has been siace more than once imitated by British 
statesmen, he accompanied the concession with some 
kisnltiog declarations, whidi prevented the £ivour 
from being received with gratitude. The English 
minister declared, that the opening of ihe Irish trade 
was a boon from the English parliament, resumabk 
at pleasure. The Irish were indignant at being told 
that they held their commerce by so precarious a te- 
nure, and determined to secure it by establishing the 
independence of their own legislature. 

Meetings were held by several bands of the volun- 
te^^ and resolutions adopted, assaying the sole 
right of l^slation for Ireland, to rest in her own 
kmg and parliament ; and at a meeting of the Dub- 
lin volunteers in ih& summer of 1780, at which the 
Duke of Leinster presided, a vote was passed, almost 
tantamount to a declaration of war, which was sub- 
sequently adopted by the greater number of the in- 
dependent companies in Ireland. This celebrated 
resolution stated, *^ that the Kings, Lords, and Com- 
mons of Ireland only, were competent to make laws, 
binding -the subjects of this reahn ; and that they 
would not obey, or give operation to, any laws, save: 
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otily those enacted by the King, Lords, and Oonp^ 
Qions of Ireland, whose rights and privileges, jointfy) 
^nd severally, they were determined to support wi^ 
their lives and fortunes. " The Irish parliament by 
no means sympathized with the enthusiasm of t^ 
volunteers : the session of 1780 was spent in a vt* 
gorous struggle between a minority, supported by 
rank,' talent, and the unanimous voice of the nation, 
^d a purchased majority, which rendered aQ the la- 
bour of the patriots ineffectual by monysyllafoic votes. 
The English cabinet thought that their Viceroy, the 
Earl of Buckinghamshire, had not shown sufficient 
firmness in resisting the e£Pofts of the opposition ; he 
was therefore recalled, and the government of Ireland 
intrusted to the Earl of Carlisle. But to check the 
growth of the volunteers was now beyond the power 
of government ; their numbers amounted to My thou* 
sand ; and in a review at Bel&st, five thousand four 
hundred of the citizen-soldiers appeared in tibe field, 
with a train of thirteen pieces of artillery. Thot]^ 
greatly alarmed, the government could not venture po 
discourage this formidable force ; and every pretext 
for throwing any imputations on their loyalty was re- 
moved by the readiness with which, on the renewtd 
threats of an invasion^ they offered their services for 
the defence of their country. 

The volunteers did not, however, confine theiA- 
selves to the defence of their coimtry f^alnst a fo- 
reign foe, the original purpose for which they^ had 
taken up arms ; they were firmly determined on pro- 
curing, for their native land, a free commerce, sie- 
cured by an independent legislature. Tlieir hopes 
of obtaining the assistance of their own parliam^t 
were frustrated in the session of 178^1. A- minis- 
terial majority negatived every resolution for a de^ 
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(4asi^n of lights, and every motion for giving Ire- 
land the full enjoyment of the British constitution. 
Two billsy however, were passed for a further relax- 
ation of the penal laws, without any apparent inter- 
ibreace of the ministry. The northern volimteers, 
oommanded by the Earl of Charlemont, disappoint-^ 
jed by the conduct of the House of Commons, assem- 
bled at Armagh in the latter end of December, and, af- 
ter passing several resolutions bitterly condemning par-^ 
Uamentsry corruption, invited the di£Perent indepen- 
dent cinnpanies to send del^ates to some central town 
in Ulster, in order to deliberate on the situation of 
public a^^rs. It was subsequently arranged, that 
ti^ convention should assemble at Dui^gannon in 
^e^ February of the ensuing year. 
, A* P* i782«— -The meeting of the . delegates, 
dxead^ as a dangerous measure by the best friends of 
Ireland^ and by none more than the virtuous and pa- 
triotic JjQid Chademcmt, who presided over the vo- 
Iq^teersy took place at the time appointed. The 
mater part of the resolutions were [n^pared by Lord 
Cb^rlemont, aided by Flood and Grattan, the two 
gre9t qrators of the Irish Commons ; by which 
prudential precaution, mi^ch of the violence which 
might have been expected from such an assembly was 
prevented. The del^ates of one hundred and forty- 
th^ee companies m^ ; and ihe numbers in these com- 
panies, and in those that subsequently acceded to their 
resolutions, was not less than one hundred thousand 
men» well armed, and possessing eighty-eight pieces 
oT artillery. The three most important resolutions of 
tlug truly formidable body were as follows :— 

^ Reived, that a chum of any body of men, o* 
ther than the King, JLords^ and Conmums of Ire«» 



Digitized by Google 



2B4 HISTOSY Off THB 

knd, to make laws to bind this kii^doim, is tineon* 
stitationid, iUegal, and a grievtmce. 

** ResoWed^ that the powers exercised by the Pri- 
yj Council of both kingdoms, under, or under cc^ 
lour or pretence of the Law of Poynings, are uncon^ 
stitotional, and a grkH)ance. 

^^ Resolved, that a mutiny biH, not Knitted in 
point of duration firom session to session, is uncon* 
stitutional, and n grievance.'* 

To give t^ese resolutions more effect, co mmi ttoc ft 
of correspondeoce w^e formed, and a nation^ coftK 
mititee appointed to regulate the endre* system. 

What would luKve been the consequences if the 
British mimstry bad persei^ered in their refbsd to !«• 
dress these grievances^ is now fortonatdy nattn" of 
conjecture. The surrender of Lord ComwalHs in 
Carolina lost America to Great Briitain, but pr^ 
served Irehnki. Lord North's imbedle administfft- 
tion was ^^rced to resign, and a new ministry formed 
under the auspices of the Marquis of R^ckii^|ham 
and Mr Fox ; one of whose earliest measures wl»t6 
bestow on Ireland her fidl share of iStke r^irts and 
blessings secured by the British constitution.- Hie 
Didce of Poidand was sent over as Lord LieutenaMf, 
in die room of the £^ of Carlisle ; and, in bis'fiitt 
message to the Irish legislature, he promised a fd& t^ 
peal t^ those grievances of which Ii^fttid had so juM^ 
ly oomplained. The endrasiasm produced, wtthbi 
mad without the 'walls of Pariismen^ is indcscribsMe^ 
A hundred thousand pecmds were unaniniously voted 
^ the service of the navy, and My thousand pounds 
presented to Grattan hiflasd^ as a testimony (^ ii#* 
tbnal gratitude for the zeal and ability' wiA w)i)fb 
fas had oontended for ^e r^hli of his coumti^.' 
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. The ^eat revolution of 1 78St ocm&iaed vcm Ivdand 
greBter blessings than England Jmd tdemed^m thjtt 
of d^dS. The joonntry was raised &om its degvafded 
pcoviocial state, Jto take its raidc -among the iEvio- 
pNOi nations ; ite natiyral capabilities f<»r oommeiQe, 
vi^ch had long been sacrs^d to a ennc^ and ^an- 
wim jealousy, .began to be ^oltiivated ; and ibese ad- 
van^ges weae olsj^ained i^hont a drop of 4>lood be- 
ing «bed in the contest. Bat Irish writers, in their 
enthnaiastic admiration of this glorious period, m»» 
mentarily foigotthat Ireland remained stitl4sabj^ct%> 
aH -die eifsk iof sateenail misgoivemmeiit-— stiU under 
the tptitxicA^ot the Croinwelliiai. oligarcdny^-^still^id- 
^raoed by a penal code which denied a political exisl*- 
ance to three-fourths c^ the population. When these 
matters are taken into consideration, it may fairly 
be doubted that the new constitution was fraught 
with tho3e extravagant advantages which have been 
ascribed to it by many historians. It changed but 
slightly the character of the evils to which the unfor- 
tunate country had been so long exposed ; in short, 
the revoludon was incomplete, and the new constitu- 
tion added to some of the most glaring defects of 
the old others peculiarly its own. Had the Rock- 
Ingham ministry continued in powers— had the Irish 
patriots in parliament preserved their unanimity*- 
or had the volunteers laid aside their Protestant pre- 
judices, and identified themselves with the great bo- 
dy of the nation, results truly glorious might have 
followed ; but the death of the Marquis of Rocking- 
ham, the disputes between Mr Fox and the £^1 
of Shelbume, and finally, the defeat of the India 
Bill, drove the Whigs from power : the Irish patriots, 
divided into small parties, assailing each o^er iia- 
ther than the common enemy ; and the volunteer^ 
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while tW damoored for £reedom, were determined 
to rivet tne chains which bound the minority of their 
oountrymen. The Irish oligarchy regarded these ac- 
cidents and blunders with no incurious or uninter- 
esting glance* Their leaders waited with patience, until 
the momentary enthusiasm of the nation had been 
cooled by the idle bickerings of the patriots and the 
absurd bigotry of the volunteers. They had not 
long to wait. The time whidi they had so wisely 
anticipated soon arrived ; they resumed the reins of 
power ; reestablished their old system of cruelty and 
corruption ; and subjected the unfortunate coui^ to 
another course of oppression^ misery^ and degpwi- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

TJie HUtary of the Irish Legislature during the period of 
its Independence, 

The first cause of dispute between the leaders of the 
Irish patriots, was with respect to securing the 
newly-acquired independence of their legislature. 
Mr Hood, and a small but active party, asserted, 
*that the simple repeal of the declaratory acts assert- 
ing the supremacy of the British parliament, was insuf- 
ficient, because the claim of right was not expressly 
conceded ; on the other hand, Mr Grattan, with an 
overwhelming majority, contended that, under all 
the circumstances of the case, the simple repeal was 
a virtual renunciation of all British legislative and 
judicial authority over Ireland. Tlie point at issue was, 
practically, of little moment ; but the vigour and vi- 
rulence with which it was contested, raised it into 
importance. Tlie sarcasms interchanged between 
the leaders were unequalled in the annals of vituper- 
. ative eloquence. ^ Flood described his opponent as 
** the mendicant patriot who was bought by his coun- 
try for money, and then sold that country for prompt 
payment." 6rattan described his antagonist as '^ an 
ominous bird of prey with cadaverous aspect, sepul- 
chral notes and broken beak, meditating to pounce 
npoa his quarry." He divided his political life into 
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three periods : and said that, '' in the first, he yma 
intemperate ; in the second corrupt ; in the last se« 
ditious :" and, after a bitter exposure of the whole 
oourse of Flood's public career, concluded thus: 
** Such has been your conduct, and, at such con- 
duct, every order of your fellow-subjects have a Dght 
to exclaim. The mat^hant may say to you, the con- 
stitutionalist may say to you, me American may sty 
to you, and I now. say to you, and say to your beardp 
Sir — ^you are not an honest man I" 

The conduct of the English Chief-Justice 900tt 
proved that Flood was not altogether wrong in look- 
ing on England with jealousy. NotwithstandM^ 
the repeal of the laws that save the English judijo^ 
ture supremacy over Ireland, Lord Mansfield vecexvr 
ed, and gave judgment on an appeal firom the Irish 
Court of King's Bench. Discontent began to spte»A 
rapidly; but, fortunately, the Whigs were stUl in 
power ; and in the month of January 1783, tlu^ 
introduced a bill into the Bntish Parliament ^ fttr 
removing and preventing all doubts which maybaw 
arisen, concerning the exclusive rights of the pwjia* 
ment and courts of Ireland in matters of legislation 
and judicature.** It was passed into a law with littk 
opposition ; and thus toe indc^ndesce of Ixeland 
was fully established. But the foioes by which the 
triumpb had been obtained wer^ broken, never again 
to be reunited* 

The defects in the constitution of the £ngli4^ 
House of Commons were ^0 jnanii^t at the cUm ai 
the Ameticau war, that many English s t a t es me n d^ 
dared themselves re&rmecs, and pcepaied ptos fof 
a more equal representation of the people* Th^ 
greater number of these patriots, l^)weyei:, .snbser 
^uently chained sides, and bitterly persecuted ihouft 
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iRrltOddwXSated projeets which thev had themselves de^ 
aenbefla^essemial to the safety ot the leiJm. The oii- 
ghalexBfliple was not lost on the Iiish voliuateers, who 
kdewthet the EdigMah House of Comoaonsi withaUits 
•de^dcts^ was a model of puiity compared with that 
of li^eknd* It was determined to assemble a oon* 
weation, nmilar to diat which had formerly met at 
Dungannon ; and delegates were elected by the vo- 
teteers in the difiere&t comities to meet in Dublin, 
and devise the best mode to reme^ the defects in 
ibe repiesentation. The delegates elected on this 
occasion were chosen £rom the moat staundi and vio- 
leat relbnneiB in the country ; sad it will perhaps 
^ffiaaae aome <^ my readers to learn, that among thm 
w«Mio be found the Rig^t Honourable Robert 
Stewart, known to Europe under die name of Load 
GMdbreagh ; Mr Robeart Day, who afterwards became 
aa Insh judge, and the guardian of an Irish boiough 
during the minority pf the profirietois ; and Sir &t 
ohArd Mttsgzave, who aft^rwaeds wrote countless 
pan^iUets to prove 4^ patriotism was treason. But 
Irdfflid is not the only country in which recreant to* 
fennere have become the most fierce and unprinci- 
pled supporters of despotic power* 

The (^ of refecm proposed by the Convention 
ef Ddq^ites was ptesented to the House of Common 
ia November I78d by Mr FloQd,'«mid great pddiB 
exdiemra^ not unmingled vnth i^prehensioB. It 
wte oppoeed by Yeliv^oii, the Attomey«genecal 
on tiie (dftttinUe gnound that it emanated fcom. a bo^ 
&f of anned men, vdbo atteo^pted illegaUy to over* 
awe ^ Iflgidatare ; and was rejected by an over* 
«lidimngim^rity. TheCoi^eatiMididnot«xh3)ii^ 
est Ihis occasion, the spirit vAich ww hoped by its 
Metid^^ and-Asied by its enemies* A&bx 
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» deckiatOFV resolution, that *' they would uidivt^ 

S exert tnemselves in the cause of parliiunentaiy 
frm," and agreemg to a very tame address to t^ 
King in the name of the ^ Volunteers of Ireland^'' it 
was adjourned indefinitely. This lame aiid ux^otent 
conclusion is explained hy the (act, that most of 
the reformers hecame soon after plaoe-hold^s» and 
receivers of pensions. 

I The dismissal of the coalition ministry^ and ^e 
aooession to power of Mr Pitt, the pledged adyoeate 
of reform, inspired Flood with hopes which were soon 
disappointed. Mr Pitt went through the mockeiy 
of proposing a measure of reform in England, but 
allowed himself to be defeated by his own creatm^es ; 
4uid he soon after gave a full proof of his insinceiity, 
-l^ checking the projects of the reformers wirfi a vi- 
gour not always restrained within the limits of een- 
stitutional law. The disappointment of the Irisb peo- 
•jfie was great, and it was aggravated by the contifio- 
ance of certain commercial restrictions which lhe£ii-> 
^ish still imposed on the trade of Ireland. The kt* 
ier grievance Mr Pitt was anxious to remove ; and, 
fit his instigation, Mr Secretary Orde laid before the 
Irish parliament eleven propositions, as the ba»sx)f 
an equitable commercial treaty between Ei^tand^and 
Ireland. These propositions were drawn up m a 
spirit of wisdom and liberality that had no paralld 
in the annals of the Irish government. Hiey wMe, 
however, opposed by some of the moreviolent patriots^ 
but were finally adopted with the generdi coaisent 
«nd applause of the nation. Far different was their 
feception in England. The blind and mahgnaat ^- 
tem of commercial jealousy, which, has been so often 
^e bane of EngUsn commerce, was aroused. F^- 
iQoaa against th& bill were poured in &om '^Bifjmi 
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ttid Scdtktod. Fitt^ after a brief resktaoee) preferred 
^n this, as on other occasions, the retention of pow- 
er to the {H'eservation of rectitude and consistency: 
he eonsented to such additions, mutilations and chant 
geS, that the whole basis of the system was altered ; 
and the twenty propositions finally adopted by th^ 
British parliament, bore little or no resemblance txy 
the eleven that had been transmitted from Ireland. 
The Irish parliament had, on the faith of the elevm 
j^opositions, granted to the minister additional iax-^ 
6640 the amount of 140,000 pounds ; and, mean 
imd truckling as that body always was, it could not 
on the present occasion, avoid manifesting some symp- 
toms of indignation for the mmgled treachery and 
contumely with which it had been treated. When 
Mr Orde introduced the bill founded on the English 
inropositions, he encountered a storm of resistance 
wIh^ he had by no means anticipated. The ut- 
most exertions of government could only command a 
minority of nineteen in a very frdl house ; and the 
minister, unable to depend on the continuance evea 
of this support, gave up the bill. The defeat of the 
^ minister was celebrated by a general illumination. 
Resolutions against the use of English manu&(^ures 
were adopted in several popular assemblies ; and nu- 
merous mobs paraded Dublin, avowing their deter- 
mini^ion " to bum every thing belonging to Eng- 
land except coals /" 

The government of Ireland was at this time ad- 
ministered by the Duke of Rutland, a nobleman be- 
loved for his open, liberal, and convivial behaviour 
but whose sway deserves the severest reprobation, for 
the unbinding fNrofligacy and licentiousness which 
then sprung up amid the higher ranks of life. The 
vcenes of the worst day$ of Charles U. and Louis 
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XIV. were reiMeted, and even surpassed^ in Ae Gas* 
de of Dublin. The permcious con9e^iience8 ef tb^ 
eneoaragement then given to vice and dissipatioD^ 
were long felt in Ipdand. A demdrsdiied gentty 
oonld not poseesss arbitrary power without abuaiog 
it ; and the oppression of the tenantry kept pace wUb 
the increasing profligacy of their landlords. •- Seve* 
ral agrarian insurrections broke cmt in the south of 
Ireland ; the peasants were sworn to obey the ccm^ 
mands of Captain Right, who, like the Captain Rock 
and Terry Alt of modem times, was merely an ima^ 
ginary personage. The first efforts of the insuigait^ 
were directed against the system of tithes---that 
great source of Irish misery and discontent. The gen^ 
try did not interfere efiectually while the attacks of 
the Right-boys were confined to the church ; but 
when they began to prepare a tanff for rents, the 
alarm of insurrection was raised, and a bill for ^ 
prevention of illegal assemblies and combinations 
brou^t into the House of Commons by the Attor* 
nev-general Fitzgibbon, afterwards Earl (^ Clare. 

The picture drawn by this gentleman of the dis- 
tress to which the Irish peasants are subjected by the 
capacity of their landlords, would be scarcdy credible^ 
if the existence of simOar evil at the present how 
did not furnish us with ocular demonstration on the 
sdbject He said, ^* that the peasants, ground to 
powder by enormous rents, could not procure the or- 
dinary necessaries of life ; that some landlords had 
incited the tenantry to rob the clergy of their tithes^, 
not to alleviate distress, but to add the difference to 
th^ own rack-rents ; and that the peasantry of Mun- 
Iter, bound to pay six pounds an acre in rent, and to 
vrork for their landlords at the rate of fivepence pec 
day, could no longer exist in their present state o€ 
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ifvueteli^ediiess. Nearly half a century has elapsedf 
smee this memorable speech was delivered ; and the 
abcniiinable system which it so powerfully exposed, 
has been but slightly ameliorated. Laws have since 
been passed in countless numbers^ to aid the land- 
lord agfdnst the tenant ; but no law, to protect the 
tenant from the ff?aricious despotism of the landlord, 
ootdd ever meet the sanction of the Irish legislature ; 
for rulers have always found it more easy to coerce 
the i^grieved, than to redress grievances. 

After the death of the Duke of Rutland, the Earl 
of' Temple, created Marquis of Buckingham, was ap- 
pointed Viceroy. His first act was a severe scrutiny 
into the management of the fiscal departments at the 
Castle ; and the amount of peculation which he disco- 
vered wa* enormous. The frauds detected were so 
gross, that nothing but the most inconceivable negli- 
gence, or a secret participation in the spoils,, can ac-^ 
count for their having escaped the cognizance of for- 
mer viceroys. The zeal of the Marquis in detecting 
abuses, however, soon cooled. The British ministry 
was almost forced to govern Ireland by systematic 
corruption, afler the independence of its legislature 
had 6een once established ; three-fourths of the 
meittbers of parliament were the nominees of borough- 
mongers ; and those who represented cities were e-^ 
lected by corporations far more corrupt than the 
worst trafficker in seats that ever existed. 

A. D. 1789.— Notwithstanding the enormous 
expenditure by which Pitt's ministry had purchased 
a preponderating influence in the Irish parliament, a 
case soon occurred, which showed that the aflPection 
and support of his creatures were regulated more by 
the prospect of rewards, than the retrospect of favours. 
The mwital derangement of George IIL threatened 
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to hurl the minister from his elevation ; for ikie 
Prince of Wales was, personally and politicaU^Y 
connected with the Whigs. To av^ this dai^^ 
t^tt brought into the British parliament a bill, ini- 
posing so many restrictions on the Regent, that his 
exercise of royal power would have been a mere 
mockery. In the British parliament the minist^ 
succeeded ; but many of the Irish borough-proprie- 
tors, believing his Majesty's recovery hopeless, i»- 
solved to be foremost in their worship of the riang 
sun, and, by a large majority, voted to the Prince of 
Wales the regency of the kingdom, unfettered bf 
any restrictions. Fortunately, before any hostile 
collision could arise from the repugnant decisions of 
the two parliaments, his Majesty recovered ; axkd the 
Prince of Wales could only express his grq^ttude for 
the unbounded confidence tendered to him by> the 
people of Ireland. From this moment the project 
of the Union seems to have been ever present to Mr 
Pitt's mind. It needed but little political sagacity 
to discover, that a renewed repugnancy of decision 
between two imperial legislatures, must inevitably 
lead to a contest, and probably to a separation ; and 
it showed that all the agency of corruption could not 
Qecure a majority, when hopes of greats advantages 
Yrere offered. 

, If any thing further was necessary to prove that 
" the Irish parliament was a nuisance, which ought 
to be abated, ** it may be found iii the fecitity with 
which the minority returned to their allegiance as 
soon as they heard of the King's recovery, and the 
ipinister's consequent stability. The Marquis of 
Buckingham, disgusted at being made the unpopular 
instrament of profligate corruption, retired fom Ire- 
land in Jime, and was succeeded by the Earl of 
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Westraortiland, wbose adnodnistration was dumicter- 
iaed by a system of bribery still more extensive. Beer* 
iragefrwere notoriously sold; and the money^ thus 
io&mously raised, was as in^ously expended in 
purchasing seats in the lower house for the minions 
of government ; and so public were these transactions^ 
that ^ official members, when charged with their 
delinquency^ did not attempt to deny the charge. In 
conduding his speech on the sale of peerages, Mr 
Gzattan, in the name of the little minority that op* 
posed the destructive and disgraceful system pursued 
by the Irish administration, used the following point- 
ed and powerful words : — 

" We charge them publicly, in the face of the 
cOufitry, with making corrupt agreements for the sale 
ctpe&mges; for doing which, we say that they are 
impeachable. We charge them with, corrupt agree- 
HMfnts for the disposal of the money arising firom the 
^e, to purchase, for the servants of the Castle, seats 
in the assembly of the people ; for doing which, we 
say that they are impeachable. We charge them 
with committing these o£Pences, not in one, nor in 
two, but 'in many instances ; for which complication 
of offences we say that they are impeachable — ^guilty 
of « systematic endeavour to undermine the consti- 
tution, in violation of the laws of the land. We 
pledge ourselves to convict them ; we dare them to 
go into an inquiry; we do not affect to treat them 
as other than puUic malefactors ; we speak to them 
in a s^le of the most mortifying and humiliating de- 
fiance. We pronounce them to be public criminals. 
WiU they dare to deny the charge ? I call upon, and 
dave the o^ndble member to rise in his place, and 
say, on his honour, that he does n6t believe suck 
eom&pt agreemenjts have taken place. I wait for a 
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specifie answer. " Ma^ot Hobarl, the Irish Seoxts^ 
tary, refused to mve any reply, on the groundy that 
an inquiry into the motives foir raising persons tp th^ 
peerage was trenching on the xoyal prerogative. 
. It was not to he expected that such a system of go* 
yernment could he continued, without provoking the 
exposition of iiU who had any regaid for the interesliS 
o£ their country, or the mamtenaace of puhlic vir- 
tue. Many persons, whose attention had been di<^ 
rected to politics by the stirring event9 of 17829 dis- 
gusted with the profligacy of the administration, and 
the subserviency of parliament, directed their attention 
to the reform of the constitution, and formed them- 
selves into different societies for the purpose, which 
were all finally lost in the general a^80ciation of 
United Irishmen. Coercion was therefore broi^ht 
to the aid of couuption ; arbitrary fines were impos- 
ed on the editors of p^rs ; public meetings were 
forcibly dispersed, and those who presided at them 
marked out for the vengeance of the gQvernq^nt ; 
and the &cility with which the volunteers had been 
overthrown, led the Irish oligarchv to suppose that 
their power was irresistible. But though the leaders 
of the patriotic clubs were Protestants, and many of 
them deeply tinged with the prejudices of their an* 
cestors, they avoided the fatal error of their predeoes* 
sors, and advocated the constitutional rights of their 
Catholic coimtrymen. The Catholic body itself bad 
undergone a great change. The number of Catholic 
families that had emigrated at the Revolution} and 
formed commercial establishments in various parts of 
Europe, was very great ; and when, ahnost at the 
same moment, the trade of Ireland was opened, and 
the property of Catholics secured by law, the mem- 
bers of that communion who engaged in cooEunesce 



Digitized by Google 



CIVSL WAAS OF ntBAAKD. ^7 

sbo& outstripped dieir Protestant rivals. The Ca- 
thdic aristocracy, fettered by the privil^es and pre- 
jti^ces of their order, and, in many instances, as c(hi- 
£H>icuous f(»r the oppression (tf their tenantry as any of 
the Protestant oligardiy, refused to become the head 
of the movanent made by the general body. The Ca^ 
dioHcs were there&re compelled to seek leaders in the 
middle ranks of life, and they found men con^icuous 
£or energy and talent ; but, as was to be expected, 
aot very remarkable for prudence or moi^^tipn. 

At the moment when the delinquency of the Irish 
government was most flagrant-— when a large body 
of ^ PsotestKits eagefly sought for reform^ and the 
«itire Catholic body as zealously sought for eman* 
cipation — the Frenck revolution burst forth, and 
convulsed all Europe to its centre. The conduct of 
t^ Irish administration at this crisis was mournfully 
ludicrous. In 1792, the petition of the Roman 
Catholics, for the extension of the elective franchise 
to iheir body, and the petition of the Protestants of 
Bel&st in their &vour, w^e rejected with circum* 
stances of great contumely. Diuring the parliament- 
ary recess, the different gnmd juries were directly 
encouraged by the government to adopt very strong 
resolutions against &rther ccmcessioos to the Catho- 
lics. Having thus raised the hopes of the violent 
Protestants, and provoked the just enmity of the 
Cathdics, the government, to the utter astonishment 
of bodi parties, early in the sessions of 1793, in- 
troduced a bill £[>r extending the elective franchise to 
the Catholics, which passed into a law by nearly the 
same minority that, only a few months before, had 
voted against even taking thf subject into consider- 
ation. Several popular and conciliatory measures 
were at the same time adopted ; amongst others, leave 
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was given to bring in a bill for amending die statd 
of the popular representirtion ; and a bill for disqmn 
Ufying certain placemen w^ actually pssed. Tbej 
ininoritj^ in return, su{^orted the nunister in se-j 
veral coercive measures ; 8U(^ as, an act against the 
importation of arms and military st(H*es ; An act a-* 
gainst conventions ; and an act for raising a milituu 
The plan of parliamentary re&nn, which had been 
pr^Mured apparently with the iipplied sanction, or at 
least neutrality of the ministry, was rejected in 1794 
by a great maj^ority ; but th^re was, however, some 
reason to hope that measures of justice and concilia-, 
tion would yet be adopted, and the &tal calamities 
of civil war averted. 

A. D. 1795. — It seems evident that Mr Pitt, at 
this period, was anxious to bestow on Ireland those 
blessings of a good and impartial government, wi& 
which the island had been almost wholly unacn 
quainted for centuries; and that his wise ^nd bene? 
volent intentions were defeated by the aristocratic 
^tion of whidi he was at once the master and ihe 
dave. On the 4th of January, Earl Fitzwilliam ar- 
rived in Ireland as Viceroy,, and his . presence was, 
hailed with enthusiastic delight by all ; but the base 
Miction that had hitherto monopolized and abused 
the administration once more blighted the hopes 
of the nation. Bills £br the complete ejnanci-. 
pation of the Roman Catholics, and tor the remedy 
oi the flagrant abuses in the police x establishment, 
were introduced with little o{^sition ; but, be&ie 
any further steps could be taken, intelligence arrived 
that the recall of the popular Lord Lieutenant liad 
been determined by the British cabinet. This &tal 
resolution was owing to the influence of the Beces- 
fords, irritated at the dismissal of one of their, fiamily 
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hem office. fitzwiUiam had too mdny examples in 
Iftsh' history of the manner in which official nnder- 
Mngs had eotitrived to defeat the beneficent inten- 
tions of the chief governors, not to make a change 
of men accompany a change of measures; but, uni* 
fortunately for the cottotry, he relied for support on 
^ honour and firmniess of a minister, who had all a- 
long through public life sacHificed both to the caprices 
and prejudices of the aristocracy. 
• 'With the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam the civil his- 
tory of Ireland terminates. The administration of 
Ean Camden was in fact an open war between two 
pte^ties equdly hostile to the true interests of the na- 
tion. In the language of Mr Grattan, " Two desper- 
ate parties were ifi arms against the constitution. On 
the one side th^re was the camp of the rebel ; on the 
other the<»mp of the minister, a greafter traitor l^ian 
diat rebel ; and the treason of the minister against the 
peo{^ was infinitely worse than the rebellion of the 
peofle agdnst the' minister. " 

' The leaders of the minority struggled in vain to 
check the measures of coercion adopted by govem- 
m^it — measures that would have been preeminent 
for atrocity in the age of Nero, or at the worst pe- 
riod of ^ Turlddi annals, lliey proposed, in 
their stead, raeasmes of justice and conciliation,'- 
vrkidtk were sternly rejected. Lord Moira, in the 
Bttdsh House of Lords, and Mr Fox, in the Bri- 
tiedi Commons, in vain besought the interposition of 
the supreme power to diedc the excesses of the lo- 
cal goveitun^it : Pitt yielded to the Beresfords, 
bat was deaf to the cries of a nation; and the mo- 
ments, when yet conciliation would have preserved 
tranquillity, were suffered to pass by. The oppo- 
aldoa in the Irish pariiament, finding diat their 
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warnings ffere waheedeA^ and that Aej wiSte per^ 
sonally pcHnted oat as objects of Tengeance to the 
violent portion of the Miction wiueh had gathered 
round me goyemment, determined to secede. Mi 
Grattan, on the night that Mr Ponsonby brought 
forward his last measure of conciliation, annoimoed 
this determination on the part of himself and h» 
colleagues in the following words : ^^ We hate of* 
fered you our measure, you will reject it. We de- 
precate yours. You will persevere. Having no 
hopes left to persuade or dksuade, and having dis-^ 
diarged our duty, we shaH trouble you no mor6, 
and, after this day, shall not attend the House of 
Commons. " 

The Parliament was soon after dissolved^ True to 
his declaration, Mr Grattan dedmed to become a 
candidate for Dublin, and took leave of his consti- 
tijfents in an address which will last as long as the 
English people. The new partiament was almool 
wholly devoted to the £iction of the ascendAncy^ 
and 6f course essentially hostile to the nation. It 
soon precipitated a convidsion which covered its 
members with disgrace, and flooded the country wilti 
blood ; and when the measure of its crimes was iaik^ 
laid violent hands upon ksfU, and punished its own 
enomutios by a just act of judidal sisktde* 
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CHAPTER XXT, 

The Insurreetion cf 1 798. 

- <f Thefte was miacd wi& iht public eauM, in ditt struggle, 
aoibitiou, sedition, and violence. But no man wiU persuade 
mcy that it was not the cause of liberty on the one side, and 
of tyranny on the other. **— Xorrf Chatham^ speaking of the 
€itU Wan in ike reign of Chariee Z 

Thb trae history of ikt fietce struggle, usually, but 
improp^y, called the Irish rebellion, remains to b^ 
imtten. It would be impossible to give> in our li-^ 
Halted splu», any thing more than the general featured 
ti the contest ; but, at some future period^ we may 
p^ebably be Mt to enter more fi% into the truly 
impoitant details. The efforts of the velutiteers td 
Mtdn a reform in the Irish parliament were defetited^ 
bemuse that b6dy lost the confidence of the great 
body rf die nation, by showing an unwilliligness to 
^ohcede thehr just r%hti^ to t£e Catholics. A few 
of the body, howerer, entertained more liberd opi-J 
nk>n^ ifod they eagerk sought to unite Irishmen of 
et^ry refigiotis persuii^oti ih tde gteilt object of se^ 
<hmng^ood and imjiaftial govethment ft>r their totttt* 
tfy. flie institution of the society of United IiMn. 
th^ might have been the era frotn whence Ireland 
iHMA hare ditted the conilnehceiliebt of soeid htsp* 
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piness, had the government of that day been at d) 
disposed to strengthen itself by securing the a&e- 
tions of the people ; but having unfortunately rat«K 
ed into close alliance with the ancient oligarchy, it 
lost the power of doing good, even when it possess- 
ed the inclination. Tlie repeated disappointments 
of the hopes which some of the patriots entertained^ 
of finally obtaining justice firom parUament, induced 
many to regard revolution as Uie only means by 
^diich reform could be effected. Simultaneous with 
the efforts of the United Irishmen to obtain refoim, 
were those of the Catholics to obtain emancipation. 
The reformers were chiefly dissenters^ the desiseiN^ 
ants of the Scottish Presbyterians, who had settled 
in Ulster during the reigns of. James I. Charles I* 
and CromwelL The Catholic leaders were princk? 
pally natives of Leinster and Munster. As the ob-» . 
jects of both were nearly similar, it was obviouidjr 
their interest to unite ; and* a junction between tfa^ 
reforming Dissenters and the Catholic coipmitt^ 
was effected, chiefly by Uie agency of Theobald 
Wolfe Tone. From the very beginning, howevetv 
there was a marked and radical difference betwe^Ei 
these two parties. The Dissenters, inheriting tb) 
spirit and tenets of their ancestors the Covenantef^ 
were mostly republicans firom principle. The great 
body of the Catholics only became so, through .per-, 
aecutipn and o{^ression. In the melancholy aimala 
of the period, we find the CathoHc body slowly and 
rductantly yielding to the persuasion of the eiiithtt^ 
siastic northerns ; and, with manifest regret, selin*, 
^^hing the attachment to monarchy, inculcated by, 
l^e feudal principles of their religion. While the 
leaders of Uie Catholics and the Dissenter .were 
k^t. apart by these feelings, a still p^aXer baniet 
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^vis^ndfied between the lower ranks of the respective 
e&mmuniont, by an illegal and iniquitous system of 
poBecution, connived at, if not directly encouraged, 
hf ike govemm^it. Fighting between Bu^ons com- 
posed of Protestants and Catholics, had become a 
mqnent practice in the county of Armagh ; and had, 
ol course, preserved alive the bitterest religious ani- 
fiRMby between the parties. After the conceasion of 
die diective franchise to the Catholics, the hate of 
die lower order of Protestants was exasperated by 
setf^-interest. Previously to that event, the vote of 
tile Protestant freeholder made him a more eligible 
tenant to an electioneering landlord ; but now when 
die Catholic was permitted to compete with him -on 
equal terms, he found the landlord inclined to take 
. aimaitage c^ the open market, by raking his rents. 
in 1795, a Protestant banditti, calling themselves 
Peen^cf'day^hoysy served notice on most of the 
CathoHcs in the county of Armagh, to quit their 
fivms before a certain day, threatening destruction 
of property, and even loss of life, in case of disobe- 
dience. To oppose this association, the Catholics 
fermed that of the Defenders, which soon spread 
widely over the country, and soon proceeded from 
defience to aggressitm. Towiuds the close of that 
year, the Peep-of-day'boys formed themselves in- 
Id an Orange Associaticm, whidi was soon joined 
hj a number of respectable and influential indivi- 
duals. The professed object of the new instituticm 
wiBS to maintain Protestant ascendancy, and Uie prin- 
ci|^ established at the Revolution. It is but justice 
to^idd^ that the respectable portion of the Orange 
floeiety was decidedly opposed to the plundefing sys- 
tem establifllied by then* vu]^ associates ; but they 
eeuld not cootnu tbeir^ exeesses, and bad subset 
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qiftently to deplort ibit they welre tliciBaelves harnBil 
to the cottuniiiflion of sots of vioknoe and cmet 



by having joined a society whose foundation was «ter^ 
tul hostility to the greater portion of their iel2ow<* 
eountrymen. The Peep^-dtLy^bo^ were not 
diedc^ before they had driven £rom Armagh seve* 
ral hundred Catholic &inilies. Thesci seeking ro« 
fuge in Tarious parts of the country, spread throu^ 
Ihe Cath(^c body a report, to which i^mearances gave 
8(Nne sanedon, that the extermination of the CathoMcS 
was the real object (^ the new Orange Association* 
The almost incessant warfare between landlords aid 
tenants in the south and west of Ireland, occasioned 
by oppression on the one hand, and intolerable niit> 
sery on the other, served to swell the ranks oi the 
defeiulers ; but, at the same time, the excesses com^ 
mitted in these agrarian insurrections disgusted^ and 
in some d^ee alienated, die northern I^oteslants ; 
so that the union of Catholics and Dissenters 
was exposed to dissolution, from the v^ first 
moments ci its formation* The imperfect conces^ 
sions of 1798 produced a dangerous distraction in 
Ihe councils of the United Irishmen. The Dia* 
senters thought that they saw, in the Catholics^ « 
great lukewarmness to the general cause of liberty^ 
and b^[an to veilhdraw diemselves from persons whe 
thus would rest contoit with partial justice. At 
this crisis, the Reverend William Jadc8<m, an ends* 
sary from France, arrived in Irdu^ being sent l^ 
the French gov^mment to sound the dispositions m 
Uie Irish people. The inconceivable folly and rasb* 
ness of this man's proceedings gave rise to a suspii 
cion that he was secretly the spy iX the British gs^ 
^^'Gr&ment ; and his smcide alone clears his vtiemarf 
from tiie foul imputation* I( is not so easy to i»* 
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ttloVe ^ stain Whicll this transacdon aifixes to tb^ 
Briliish mihkitry at tile periods FVom the veiy be^ 
glluliii^, all Jackson's views and intentions wer^ 
kncmtl to the government. Before he came to Ire^ 
ia^d, the oliject of his joomey had been betrayed. 
H6 wM f^wed to proceed, not to detect, but tb 
fbtm a conspiracy, and td secure a sufficient suppty 
(tf victims. This atrocious instance of designing 
(Jhl^lty faMed to produce the desired effiect. The 
i&^iprudence of Jackson was so manifest, that only 
two or three enthusiasts Committed themselves, and 
these contrived to make their escape. Jadcson's 
|mfotic trkd produced an traeispected consequenee; 
it revealed to the Irii^ the ract, that France was 
willing to become their ally, ^md gave fresh confix 
di^nce to the Union from die hopes of foreign aid* 
The recall of Earl FitKwilliam, followed by the adop^ 
lion of measures whidi were tantamount to a <k* 
^aration of war by the government against the peo** 
|)te, drove an immense number Mto the ranks of die 
United Irishmen. The new converts were men of 
virtue and ability; they had sought constitutional 
re^rm by constitii^onal means, while that oljed 
seemed attainable ; and even now, while preparing it 
revohition, they yearned for a recon^iation with thi^ 
piariiament, and held back firom striking any decisive 
Mow, trusting that the neoes^ of shedding blood 
might jet be averted. Among them were to be 
Ibund Lord Edward Fltsgeridd, Arthur O'Connor, 
Emmet, M'Nevin — ^men iidtose characters may chid-* 
l^ige cotnparfBon wkh those of the purest pa^otcr 
i^oorded in history* They reorganised the society 
of Unked Irishmen t and> in the north, where the 
9f^m of organisation was com^ete> one hundred 
tiieufiBiid men were ready to start up at the com«^ 
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mand of their leaden. Tb6 negotiation opened witll 
the French Directory, was carried on with eguai 
Sfririt and prudence. While every security for the vf- 
payment of the expenses incuired in the expedition 
was offetedy measures were taken to.|>re86rve the in- 
dependence of Ireland) and to save it from becoming 
a mere province of France. Lord Edward Fits* 
^nddy especially^ made it an egress conditicm, 4liat 
France should send but a smallmilitary force, and that 
her aid should be chiefly limited to a supply of amia. 
The administration of the . Bail of Camden has 
exposed that nobleman to much unmerited obloquy* 
He was, in &ct, a more cipher in the state. The 
fiuiion of the ascendancy, strong in their monqx>ly 
of every official situatioiji, and having almost exdu** 
five possession of the magistracy and the militafy, 
exulting also in their late triumj^ over Earl Fits- 
William, hiid aside all pretensions to moderation, 
and treated the country with arbitrary sev^^ which 
the Turks, in their wildest freaks of tyranny, covM 
iKit have exceeded* The system (^ endeavoiuring 
to extort confession by tcnrture — the tinning out a 
licentious and unregulated soldiery at free quarten^ 
on a disturbed district — ^imprisonment for mere cft* 
price, and transportation without triaWweie magi$*< 
tenal acts, not merdy permitted, but i^iplaurndb 
JjOtd Carhampton was among the most coB^nctioiia* 
0i these active magistrates. He fonned an inquid- 
torial tribunal in several of the western oounties ; addb 
having, in the absence of the accused, examiBed tbe 
charges against the persons confined on so^ieioiiy 
he sent on bpard a tender those ^e* were lik^, ia 
the phraseology of the day, ^ to dude justice,' that 
is, against whom there was not so moxh evideaee-as 
would satisfy eveQ an Irish Jury. The Grand- Jtiiies^ 
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and Orange corporations warmly thanked the Bail 
6f Garhampton for what they were pleased to term 
^ ida wholesome severity ; ' md the Irish parliament; 
shielded him from the legal consequences of' thisr 
open violation of the constitution, by passing an act 
ci indemnity. This was followed by an insurrection 
act of more than ordinary severity. It was opposed* 
by Lord Edward Fitzgerald, who had not yet lost 
aH hope of saving his country from a furious con- 
vulsion. He said, that ' nothing would tranquiU 
lise the country, but the sincere endeavour of the 
government to jredress the grievances of the people.' 
If that was done, the people would return to ^ir 
allegiance; if not, he feared that neither resolutions 
nor bHls would be of any avail. ' His warnings 
were spoken in vain ; the insurrection and indem- 
ni^ biMs were carried without a division. 

A. D. 1796. — Hopeless of parliamentary rdiief/ 
the United Irishmen overcame their repugnance to 
foBeign aid, resolving to solicit assistance from France ; 
and Tone was invited to come from America for the 
purpose. ' In the course of the summer, L<»d £d« 
ward Fitzgerald and Mr Arthur O'Connor weie 
sent over to n^tiate the terms of a treaty between 
the Irish and French republics ; but, on account of 
Lord Edward's connection with the Orlean's ^ily,^ 
it was deemed imprudent to receive him in France, 
and the management of the treaty was confided to 
Mr O'Connor. The expedition prepared by thcr 
FVench government, on this occasion, was of the 
most formidable description. It consisted of 15,000 
picked soldiers, under the command of Hoche, one 
of the best and bravest of the revolutionary generals. 
The marine force was not composed of equally va- 
kuMe materials. Delays of vark)us kinds were inter- 
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posedy which prevented the fleet firom sailing as earj^ 
i|8 had be^ intended ; and information is said to 
bave be«i sent to the Irish leadcarsy that the expedi- 
tion would not set out b^re the ensuing spring. Hie 
aroomnent at lei^th sailed (m the 15th of December. 
No British fleet appeaired to oppose the progress of 
the enemy. There were no forces in the south of Ir^ 
land that could offer a moment's resistance. But the 
winds and the waves protected Britain ; the fleet 
was di^rsed over the ocean ; and thesmall part that 
arrived in Bantry Bay, was delayed by the indecisbn 
of Grouchy, until a tremendous gaUe, ri^t off shore^ 
arose, and rendered a landing impmcticable. A 
lemnant of the shai^teied fleet xetumed home ; and 
Ireland was rescued from inevitable conquest, by 
dhance and the elements;^. 

The defeat of this annament afforded a very &• 
Yourable opp<«tupity far semiring the tranquSUty of 
Ireland, by effecting a.ieeo»ciliatkm betwe^ the go* 
yemment and the peq)le. The minister must have 
seen how ill groimded waa hia confidence m the 
boasted protection ef a British fleet, when the 
coast of Ireland had been left for a fortnight at tihe 
mercy of a hostile navy, and only owed its safety to 
occurrences that baffle human calculation.^ On iim 
Other hand, the Union bc^gan justly to suspect the 
ambition of the Frenidi, when, instead of an auxili- 
ary, force, to assist in establishing fireedom, they found 
an armament sent sulicient for the conquest of the 
eountry. Impressed with these feelings, the leaders 
of the United Irishmen,, induced Mr Ponsonby to 
bring forward that plan of tranquiUization, whose re- 
jection was, as we have seen, followed by the seces- 
sion of the opposition. The government had now 
virtually dechured war against its subjects. By rai»« 
ing the war-cry of Protestant ascendancy, it had en- 
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Ij^ed OQ its side ^ pr^udiced part, of the Prote^ 
^tant population ; and, by promising adherf nqe to 
^e ancient system of mimiley it gained the support 
of those whom that system had raised &om insignia 
ficance to wealth and power. In the train of the 
Insurrection act, foUowed the su£pension of the Ha** 
beab Corpus, the proclamation of martial law, and 
the infliction of horrible torture by military tribunals, 
9i;l all ^^ who wer« suspected of being suspicious. " 
. The excessive caution of the leaders of the Lein^ 
ster United Irishmen, saved the jgovemment &om in-^ 
evitable ruin in the beginning of 1797. The men of 
Ulster, now mnountiug to one hundred thousand 
men, were eager to commence pperations. A nu- 
merous body of soldiers in the garrison of Dublin 
offered to put the conspirators in possession bf the 
ipetropolis ; and the counties of Leinster were ready 
to pour in reinforcements firom all sides. The ne- 
^ect of such an opportunity is perfectly inexplicable. 
The possession of die capital would enable the lead- 
^ ol the conspiracy to make themselves masters of 
t)be entire kingdom in a week, or, at the worst, have 
placed them in a position for maintaining a power- 
n4 struggle until assistance could reach them from 
{i*rance- Despair of e£Pecting their objects without 
ioreigA aid, is said to have caused this ^ital error,, 
whidb completely destroyed the unity and the strength 
of the party. The northerns, disgusted by the timi- 
dity of their associates in Leinster, aAd wearied by 
ti^ delays of France, began to return to their alle- 
giance ; and the increasing coolness, in some cases 
nearly amounting to hostility, between the Presby- 
terian and Catholic members of the Union, finally 
ifuined iht, cause of the republicans in Ulster. 
. Ireland was^ during this course of this year ( 1797), 
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a second time saved to the Brityi empire 1^ |he 
winds and the waves. A powerful annament^ had 
been prepared in the Texel ; but it was delayed l|y 
the weakness of the French minister of marine, and 
afterwards by adverse winds, during the fnvourable 
period that England remained deprived of her fleet 
by the mutiny at the Nore. The arrival of Admkii 
Duncan, with a superior force, and the inexplicaMe 
folly of the Dutch in hazarding an engagement^ 
freed England from danger. Tlie victory at Cam- 
^>erdown, one of the most brilliant in the naval an- . 
nals of Great Britain, effectually prevented the Frendi 
Directory from executing the promises which ^ley 
had made to the agents of the United Irishmen,- • 

It became now the deliberate pblicy of the Irish 
government — a policy unblushin^y acknowledged and 
defended by the Irish ministers — ^to goad the pebfile 
by torture into a premature insurrecticm, before the 
organization of the conspiracywould have been so com- 
plete as to be irresistible. Martial law was proclaimed 
in several coimties; a savage soldiery, and a still more 
savage yeomanry, were encomaged to emulate esdi 
Other in acts of cruelty ; the tortures of whippit^, 
picketing, half-hanging, and the pitch-cap, were p«it 
m active operation ; the huts of the peasantiy w^ 
burned, their sons tortured or slain, dieir daughters- 
subjected to all the outrages of brutal passion. Dis- 
^us^ed at witnessing such barbarity, the lamented 
Abercromby, then in command of the army, pubHA- 
ed a proclamation, in which he described l&e'tiiih 
soldiery to be so demoralized by licentio«ttdefe», is 
•* to be formidable to every body but the ene«iy/' 
Finding that no attention was paid to his tennih- 
strances, and that government had resolVBd W let 
loose this demoralized army on the pec^le^ hl^- 
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Signed ike comnumd, wad wts sueoeeded by Genial 
Jifik^ who was not troubled by such impc^itic scru- 
pha. The atrocities committed by the army and 
yeomanry in the counties of Kildcure^ Carlow, and 
W^x&aAf are ahnost beyond belief; they had the 
•Sect of provoking a fisacfid retaliation. When the 
peasantry at length had recourse to arms> they showed 
that tkiey had not been inapt scholars in the lessons 
of -cmel^ taught them by me government. 
. An akK>st op^ ccNio^racy bad now listed fi>r 
nearfy two years ; and, notwithstanding aU the exer- 
lioQS of ^ admimstration, no discovery of the lead- 
«IB or their plans had yet been made, though im- 
menae rewards were o£Pered for information. Chance, 
boweviBr» again favoured the minister. One Reynolds, 
who had been an active member of the Union, beii^ 
distressed for want of money, sold the secret to the 
government, and insured for himself pardon and re* 
ivard* In eonaequenee of his information, most of 
tbe kadcars were anested at OUver Bond's on the 
12tfa o£ Mareh ; Lc»rd Edward Fitzgerald, who hap* 

Eed to be absent, eluded pursuit until the 19th of 
y, ^hen, a&eir a desperate resistance in which he 
«ras mortally wounded^ be was made a pnisoner. 
'^Xhe Sheaases and others, who had been chosen to 
SJX the i^aoes c£ those acrested at Bond's, were be* 
Ivaj^ed to govenunent by a milibui captain named 
AoBOS^tong, to whom they had rashly intrusted all 
dieir flfcrets i and thus the insurrection seemed ^hish*- 
jei iaJke bud by the loss c^ all its leaders. But the 
MoifteBiAnt of a people deliberately tortured into re* 
tettm, Gould not be even thus suppressed. From 
ibe p^wn smoi. m the houses of the conspirators, 
it boc^ne known «o ^fovemment that the night of the 
ildd^Ma^ mafvfixed nppn for tl^ oommeBcement 
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ei the revolt ; and the alarming intelligence was otti- 
ctally communicated to the Lord Mayor of DoUid, 
and both Houses of Parliament. A spirited addrees 
was voted in reply by the Commons, which was pre- 
sented to the Lord Lieutenant by all the members, 
who went in solemn procession to the Castle, with 
the speaker at their head. 

No language can convey even a remote idea of 
the situation of Dublin at this lamentable crisis. 
Every man looked with suspicion on his neighbour^ 
dreading death from the disafieoted^ and tortures worse 
than death from the fru^on that had usurped the 
authority of government. Curran's speech in the 
case of *' Heevey versus Sirr/' has made loiown 
to the world a few of the outrages pefpetmted by 
those who caUed themselves exclusively '< loyal ;" 
but the horrors of whipping, half-hanging, and pitch- 
caps, in Beresford's riding-house, have not obtained 
equal publicity. The infernal syston of endeanFour- 
ing to obt^ information by tortmre practised at this 
time in every part of Irelimd, was no where more 
zealously acted upon than in the capital. Private re- 
venge frequently urged seo'et informations agunst 
the innocent, and accusation was in every instance 
followed by punishment without Uie shadow of poevi- 
ous inquiry. As the Fr^ich had introduced the fashion 
of wearing short hair, the adoption of this mode^was 
deemed presumptive evidence of republicanism ; aad 
" Croppy" became the name for all who were^ or 
were supposed to be, disaffected to the gomemoieat. 
Many persons who had innocently adopted the &- 
shion were subjected to the pain and degradaitioa^ 
« military flogging ; worse toituws were reserved «lbr 
those who, at the elections, had been ccmspicnrnflin 
supporting the opponents, of govtnun^ or had 
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Mde Aemsekes notorious by their advocacy of H- 
hetuk principles. Nor were these horrid exhibitions 
confined to Dublin. Simikr atrocities were disphtyed 
in almost every town of Ireland ; for the whole coun- 
was now under ^* martial law," that is, under the oon- 
'ttol of an infuriate yeomanry and demoralized soldiery. 
On the twenty-third of May the insurrection broke 
out in the counties of Kildare and Carlow. The pea- 
ttoHs had no arms but clumsy pikes, and a few guns 
TXk bad order ; they w»e of course easily defeated. 
At Naas and KilcuUen the Royalists were victorious 
with little loss, but the insurgents suffered very Se- 
verely. All the prisoners taken by the soldiers were 
•langed without ceremony, and there is reason to be- 
lieve that many i^iared thesr &te who had not at aH 
Ktioipated in tiieir enterprise. The only part of 
dare in which the insurgents obtained success 
was Prosperous, where a detachment of the North 
Code militia, headed by Captain Swayne, was sur- 
tikided and cut to pieces. The detain is said to 
liave been more thim ordinarily severe in the inflic- 
tion of military executions, and' to have fidlen by the 
^hand of a man whose house he had burned. When 
ikm news of these events readied Dublin, the Lord 
■lieutenant issued a proclamation, giving notice that 
-hill ^ Majesty's genml officers had orders to punish, 
-aooording to martial law, by death or otherwise, as 
'dieir judgment should approve, all persons acting, 
' or in any manner assistii^ in the rebellion." It is 
:«'hmiefitflble proof of the hardness of heart, and vinK 
' lent spirit of revenge produced by civil dissensions, 
to find, when this proclamation was communicated 
by message to the House of Commons, that Ccdonel 
. Bttfry (the present Lord Famham) actually pK>- 
H|K>8td to give nav^. lawa letrospeotive effioct,4uid 
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£Mi1)j«ot to its opeMCbiur ^ 8tate-priB(»Mr8 ih Dal^ 
liB* Even LcHxl Castkreagh r^robated stich-a prc^ 
posal, and, in pathetic tenniB, b«sou^ \m violeBl 
supporteis not to redode the nadon to desjpBir. 

Sach moderation was ndt instated by othero. An 
ill'Conc^ted and discwderiy attack haiv^g been mad^ 
in CaaiioYfy the insaigetits were routed with great 
daughter, ^fle tiot a man on the ttde of the Roya^ 
ists was even wounded* The slaughler of iem 
hundred assailants was not> how^^, sufficieoft td 
satisfy the loyal desire of yengemce ; mofe than t#o 
hundred captiyes weie exeoutedbyfioiurtiallaw. l^eve 
was one victim among tiiese unhappy men, too con^ 
^cuous to be passed ov^, even in this scanty p^^ 
Sir Edward Crosbie, 'k gtodbmm higUy e^beem^ 
by all his acquainianoes for his mteftctiial aebom- 
jm^ments Bsad moral w<»rth, had unfortunatdy givdn 
offence to the niding party, by expressing sympa^ 
fer the oppressions of ^ peasantry, and sfo anjid^ 
for relbrm in Parliament. Being suirounded 1^ m 
insiargents aind made a prisoner previous to the attod^ 
on Carlow, he was imable to give ^e gwi^on notice 
o£ the a[^oadi of their assaSants. For this nospri^ 
sion he was brought to trial. Catln^ie prisoners wcdie 
flogged to obtain evidence against him, mA wefB 
promised their lives €ftk the siB^de condition of beal^* 
inir witness af^ainst him. Protestant loyatisCs w^e 
. J««.ted^"S^ fo^ from .ppSi in i^ 
nvour; and even after all niese exertions, so cott^ 
scioi£S were the mend)erB <^ the court-mitttkl Ait 
the evidence wouM not wanant hk cond^nnadbft, 
that they destroyed the minutes of ikek proceedings; 

The msurgents of Kildare, having si^eied«e»rem 
defeats, soon began to despair, aad wiflmgly ftocepKd 
the oSns of fMu^ made to them by Gsneral^s- 
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d|6^ Wth the ooDouRwioe of the Lord Lieutenant* 
Several bodies gS the peasantiy sturendeied theit 
IpsiSy reoeived protectioiiSy and returned quietly to 
their homes. A huge body that had assembled for 
the pwpose was, howev^, unexpectedly attacked by 
a body <^ military under the command of Sir Junes 
Duife. Wholly unprepared for such an event, the 
liirssistii^ suiltitude fled in consternation, and wne 
pursued with mereflesa shughter. The (^ef agents 
in this massacre virere a company of fencible cavahry^ 
dttiominated Lord Joqdyn's fox^hunters, Th^ 
eaieer of oami^ vras, however, checked by permnp* 
teiy orders from General Dmnlas, who sent an ex- 
pwss to forbid any attack on ^e pee)>le, as soon as 
he learned the diiection of Sir James Di:tfe's mar^ 
. The cruekies committed by the North Cork militia, 
by the yeomanry, and a portion of the magistracy in 
m ootmty of W^iford, provoked an insurrection therein 
wot^ fierce and cakmitous thui in any part of Irdandr 
3flie tortures inflicted by the military tribunals^ were 
Sttpassed by those n^^ich indyividuals were permitted 
to use at ^eir own discretion. A serge«it, nick- 
named Tom the DffMi firom Ins ingenuky in do- 
ming torments^ used to put on the pitched cap with 
Bielting pitdi, wl^ch, triddmg into the eves of ^ 
vifMimis, added Uindness to thek othar pamsb An- 
other invention was, to cut die hair in Uie form of a 
«I>0SS| dose to the roots, and laying a train of gun- 
powder in the furrow, set it on &re, and repeat the 
process until human endunmce could bear no raorek 
A tdl officer in the same regiment acquired the 
MHQie oi Tie Waiting GaUaws^ irom ecmsaiting to 
beocMne, <m several occasions, a substitute for a gib- 
b«t^ when it was deemed neeessary, in an inconvei^ 
cut phe^^ to ii^iet the puai^me^t <rf half>hai^;iag> 
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gr even death. The deliberate murder of twas^ 
eight prisoners in the town of Camew by the yeo-'' 
manry, in the presence of their officers ; the bumi]^ 
of houses and Roman Catholic chapels, superadded 
to the tortures and whippings, drove the peasantry 
to arms. They were headed by two priests wka 
sympathized in the sufferings of the people, and were^ 
besides, irritated at the destruction of their own 
houses. The insurgents were divided into two dis- 
orderly bodies* which did not act in conc^t. One 
was easily defeated by the yeomen of Camew ; the 
other was more fortunate, and not only defe^ed, but 
cut to pieces a detachment of the North Cork at 
Qulart Hill. The victorious insurgents next attack- 
ed Enniscorthy, which was defended with great ob^ 
stinacy and gallantry ; but the town having taken fire, 
the Royalists were obliged to retreat to Wex&in. ' 
The attack of the insurgents on Wexford must 
)iave failed, if the garrison had made any attempt at 
resistance ; but cruelty is usually accompanied by cow- 
ardice ; and the soldiers, whose excesses had driven 
the' country to arms, fled from the town the moment 
that an assault was threatened. They lef^ behind 
diem many loyalists whose zeal had led them to 
pommit exasperating outrages, and who were now 
exposed to the vengeance of a peasantry maddened 
by oppression and intoxicated with success. Dreadful 
were the scenes enacted in Wexford while the town re- 
mained at the mercy of the infuriate mob ; numbers <^ 
loyalists were cruelly piked on the bridge ; and it was 
only by the most unceasing exertions of the leaders, 
that a general massacre of t£e Protestants was averted. 

^ Newtownbarry was the next object of attad^ an4» 
a$ at Wexford, the military under the comnumd ^ 
Polonel L'Esbrange, retreated without Mtemptiilg fo? 
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« 

»9lanoe» The lemoiistrancea of LieutenaDt-Colonel 
Westeara induced the commander to change his in<!' 
g^rious determination ; the soldiers returned to the 
town, and, unexpectedly assailing the unruly rabhk 
by which it was occupied, routed them with great 
slaughter* The defeat of a large detachment under 
j^e e)mmand of General Walpole, threw a momen- 
laiy gleam over the cause of the insurgents; but this 
was more than compensated by their total defeat at 
Ross, after a long and desperate engagement, during 
the greater part of which, victory seemed to be in 
their hands. * ■ ' 

: Cowards perpetrated the greatest enormities on 
both sides. The massacres in Wexford were the 
work of those who had not courage to share in the 
pmls of die campaign ; and on this o««ision, a Right- 
ful cpme was committed by some runaways &om the 
Jbattle of Ross. A number of loyalists, some of 
whom were Catholics, had been seized by the m,* 
swgents, as hostages for the safety of any of their 
firiends that might be made prisoners, and were con-; 
fined in the house and bam of Mr King, at ScuUa- 
|)Ogue. Some of the fugitives from Ross determin-* 
«d on the massacre of all these unfortunate beings; 
pleading in their excuse, the example set them by 
the yeomanry, at Camew and Dunlavin. The pri- 
soners in the house were shot ; the bam where the 
rest were confined was set on fire, and all within 
binned to ashes. 
> The defeat at Ross was followed by an equally se- 

* During the attack on Ross, one of the insurgents ad- 
vanced to the very mouth of a cannon, and, thrusting his hat 
and wig into it, exclaimed, ** Cknne on boys, she*s stopped ! ** 
kt tike same instant the gmmer applied the match, and tihe 
wseteki iraa blown to atapos* . . > 
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vere repidse at Arklow. The Royalists owed iMs 
yictory principally to the skill and valour of Coloodi 
Skerrett, of the Durham Fencibles, \»A for whom, the 
town would have been deserted as scandalous^ as 
Wexford, and Dublin itself consequently exposed to 
ihe most imminent danger. The Wexford insure 
gents, by this defeat, lost their last chance of succcssy 
and were forced to wait inactivdy until government 
had collected its strength fer their destruction. 

Ulster had been, as we have already stated, the 
par«it of the Irish conspisacy ; but the di o i ffle e Ai ent 
between the leaders of the United Iri^men, ihe 
flight of some dii^ and the arrest of others, hadio 
disconcerted the plans of ^e Union, that the greater- 
part of the povii^ contintted tranquiL W^n ^ 
news of the inAirreetipn in Wexfi»d, however, mac^ 
ed the north, a censideiable nuanber assen^dedaa liie 
neighbourhood of Antrim, and, by « furious attadt, 
nearly made themselves masters of th^ town. Ifoi 
discouraged l^ th^ defeat, they prepared tOr Ibm 
an encampment ; but, learning that their ^brt»wo«M 
not be seconded by the other eoimties, and that the . 
war in Wexferd was assuming a rdigioiia character 
the malecontents, who were mostly Protestants^ ihreNr > 
away or suirendered their acms, and reisumcd tpxm< ■ 
ly tip their own homes* Infused by sknilar 8ent»* 
romts, anumber of insur§^irts in ih» county of lyoiim ' 
look up arms, and made sevecal s^^irited attaoka est 
the Royal forces. They were attacked at Bi^yn»« 
hmch by General Nugent ; and, i^er a desperate eo« 
gagement, in which f£e success obtained by vidoar 
was lost by want of discipline, were finally defeated 
and irretrievably broken. Thus terminated the insnhv 
rection in Ulster ; and the government was now able la 
direct all its forces against the Qoui^ of Weflcfi)Kd4 
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CHAPTER XXtt, 
SupprmtUm of tHe Jiuurrmt i m ■ ■ J Bf CoMM^naicef. 

Altsa their defeats al Arklow and Ross, the in- 
^mgfBDto oi Wex&xd were redoeed to «mitttaiii a di»- 
fouiYe war&re^ tbsif kst hope being to protract the 
eonlaat until sueeours comd arrive £N>m France, 
llttir piineipd eneampmeni was <m Yin^ar HiU, 
a lofty and irregular eminence near the town c^ £n* 
niacorthy. Here, a&er ^ example of the Royalists^ 
dwy eetobUahed a revolutknuiy trihoDal, thai emu«> 
ln^ the cn:d[ties and iniquities of the courts-mar*- 
tbL Some of the victims were persons ti4io had 
npdtaud theonselvea obnoxious b^^ aiding in the wnn* 
ttti infliction of tcnrture, but others owed their &tfe 
to BBeiet tepeachery and mahgnant insumatifln. A£- 
tat. the country had remained for more than three 
i«eek» at the merey of the undisciplmed half-armed 
laibble that constituted the insurgent forces, a Royal 
army of thirteen thousand men, with a formidable 
tniB of aitiUery, advanced against Vmegar Hill, in 
fonrdivistons. The stru^le was of course brief; 
tUft insurgents fled after a fidnt attempt at resistaneey 
mdmig their eecape idoi^ the line of road destined 
to beoocupied l^ Geaeral NeeAiam's division, whid^ 
from, some unajqAaiBed etteomstanoe, they found va* 
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oant. On the approach of the Royal anny to Yim^ 
gar Hill, the greater part of the insurgent garrisoii 
was withdrawn from Wexford. The inhabitante 
believed this a fisivourable opportunity of saving the 
town from the violence both of the insurgents and 
the soldiery ; waited on Lord Kingsborough, who 
had been made a prisoner in the beginning of the 
contest, offering to surrender the town, and to pro- 
cure the submission of the armed peasantry in the 
neighbourhood, if security both of person and pro- 
perty was grantdl to all but minderers* Lord 
Kingsborough having accepted of these conditions, 
was placed in connnand of the town. He iimiedi- 
ately wrote an account of the circumstance, and a de^ 
putation of the town's people went to procurer lati* 
fication of the agreement. To his Lordship's lettei^ 
Lake, determine to give his soldiers an opportunity 
of taking revenge for their former disgracefiil abaEO^ 
donment of Wexford, returned no answer. To ^6 
deputation from the town, he gave the following n^ 
ply:— 

** Lieutenant-General Lake cannot attend to jmy 
terms by rebels in arms against their Sovereigiu 
While they continue so, he must use the force in> 
trusted to him with the utmost energy for their da^ 
struction. To the deluded multitude he promises 
pardon, on their delivering into his hands their lead- 
ers, surrendering their arms, and returning to their 
allegiance.'' 

On the &ith of Lord Ejngsborough's ccmventioii^ 
the town of Wexford had ahready been restcned to 
tranquillity. The army of the insurgents had retired 
to their camp in the neighbourhood, and was pre- 
paring to disperse ; the leaders who had acted with 
huQumity returned to JJteir homes ; while the pcipft!- 
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tatocs of murder and mftissacre sought safety fai flight* 
la the meantime the army of the sanguinary Lake 
vras advancing upon Wex£3rd, which seemed devoted 
to destruction more certain than that of Nineveh* 
Luckily Sir John Moore, whose humanity equalled 
his bravery, lay nearer to the town than Lake, and 
having heard of the convention, advanced to Wex« 
iatd. The town was quickly garrisoned by a- le^ 
3jiepmen ; and Moore, eager to restrain the violence of 
his soldiers, encamped in the vicinity. Every psa- 
text was thus removed for subjecting the town to the 
];iorrors of military execution ; but the leaders, who 
deemed themselves safe by the convention, were 
seized, after being subjected to indignities shocking 
to hun»nity. The country, however, was abandon* 
ed to the tender mercies of Lakers soldiery, and suf^ 
lered every calamity that lust, rapine, and a ruffian 
thirst for blood could inBict. It is impossible to give 
even an imperfect idea of such horrors ; they aie im* 
paralleled in the annals of human crime. Courts^ 
martial were thmi held for the trial c^ the insmgenl 
leaders. They had trusted to the convention. Iney 
deemed that the lives they had saved from the fiiry 
of the mob would plead in their behalf. Many of thei^ 
qould prove that their participation in the revolt was 
{u-oduoed by compulsion ; but such excuses could be 
of little avail when innocence itself afforded no pso* 
tection*/ With pain we must add, that Lord Kings* 
borough acted as a member of the courts- martial by 
]HBhom these men were tried ; and that the Irish Par- 
liament sanctioned the iniquity, l^ passing acts of 
attainder and forfeiture against them after their death. 
The insurgents, driven to despair by the news of 
die breach of the convention, hopeless of success, and 
yet^ afrttd to lay down their anns> proceeded to main-: 
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taiii a deeuborf war^ hunying from oomrty to cooff^ 
t? dirbugh the centre of Ireland, and baffling d»i 
Royal army by the celerity of their movements. In 
this strange warfiure, more injury was inflicted on the 
country in a few days, than it had suffered durm^ 
die weeks when the insurgents were triumphant^ Be- 
tween these despairing wretdies and the brutal sol- 
diay, Ireland must soon have been a desert, but £oi 
the lenient policy adopted by the Marquis of Cora^ 
wallis, the new Viceroy. He puMished a prodama^ 
tion, audiorizing the royal generals to grant protec- 
tions to all who would return to their allegiance, exc^ 
diose guilty of murder ; and thus the most despen^ 
leaders obtained pardon, which had been refused to 
those comparatively innocent. Generals Hunter, 
Grose, Gascoyne, and Needhun, who were stationed 
in the county of Wexford, exerted themselves tj9 
die utmost, to give &11 effect to the benevolent in- 
tentions of the viceroy ; and though they could not 
wholly restrain the excesses of the savage banda of 
yeomanry and militia, they acquired the confidence 
of the peasantry, and earned the blessings c^ a grate- 
ful population. Such an effect had this judi- 
cious mercy in reconciling the peasantry to the gor 
vemment, that when the news of a French invasion 
arrived, tibey offered their services to Gen^sl Hun* 
ter, in an addross of equal simplicity and ener^ 
which is preserved in Hay's History of the Wexfoid 
Insurrection. 

Though the insurrecticm was confined to Wex- 
ford, the * reign of terror, ' established under ItOfA 
Camden's administration, extended over the entire 
south and east. Two instances may serve to il- 
lustrate the temper and wisdom of those to whom it 
had pleased the rulers of Ireland to intrust the dea^ 
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tiifl^ ft ihe country. ThomaiEr Judkin Fits^rald^ 
Hi^ Sheriff of Tipperary, flogged severely a genc 
tie^osn named Wright» for having in his possession 
k ^ompUmentaiy note, wnttea in the French lan«, 
guage, of which the worthy functionary was unfor« 
tmlately ^;norant. In the town of Youghal, one 
Desmond, after being severely flogged, was hanged 
iii front of the jai3^ on evidence which, being obtun^ 
ed by torture, was not above suspicion. His bro* 
dier, then confined in the prison, was forced to wit^ 
ness die execution ; and soldiers were placed behind 
Insn with drawn bayonets, to prevent him from turn^ 
ing his eyes away from the horrid ^ctade. 

A kind of treaty was made between the Irish go* 
ramment and the state prisoners confined in Dublin, 
tlteir lives were spared, on condition of their giving 
the government every information connected with the 
do^spiracy. A garbled account of their examina^ 
^ons was published ; but stiH enot^h was preserved 
to show, that, if the insurrection was not provoked 
by ihe government, it was del3>erately waited i<x 
ahd defied. The total loss of property in this cakp 
itetotts struggle was probably not kss than three 
m^ons sterlmg. Of the royal party, about twenty 
t&busand fell ; but not less thm fifty thousand m 
the insurgents were destroyed. Hie utter demorali- 
zeiaon of a great proportion of the triumphant partjt, 
warthe worst consequence of this lamentable stn:^ 
gle. Men learned to take an infernal delight in the 
tortures and sufierings of their fellow*creiU;ures. Re- 
v^BRge, bigotry, and all the dark passions that com^ 
hrite with both, were permitted to have full sway. 
Periury, and subornation of perjury, were united to 
evidence obtained by tortuse. Robbery, murder, and 
liflenti^iis •crimen oommilledl irith impunity, de^oy- 
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ed every' viftiious tie, and every moa-al oldigfttabfi* 
Hie state of society Uios created, could not all ^ at 
once be changed; and, even now that a new geu^' 
ration has succeeded, the consequences are not quite 

The French Directory, during the condnuanoeof 
the struggle in Wexford, made no e£Port to aaskt 
their Irish allies; but, late in August, when all 
disturbances had been suppressed, a small force of 
eL&vea hundred men, commanded by General Hum- 
bert, landed at Killala, and soon gained possession 
of the town. General Hutchinson, on the first news 
of the invasion, hastened from Galway to Cas^ebar, 
and soon assembled a vastly superior force. Un- 
ibrtunately, he was superseded in the command bf 
the airival of Lake, a circumstance to which, combined 
miti the undisciplined state of the soldiery, must foe 
fittributed the disgraceful events diat followed^ A 
British army, amounting at least to four thousand 
men, and supported by fourteen pieces of eaunon, 
fled almost without firing a shot, from e^ht htm- ' 
dred Frenchmen and about a thousand unarmed pea- 
santry, who had no other artillery than one oumule 
gmu Want of means prevented Humbert from* im- 
proving his advantages ; but he contrived to bafle 
«11 the efii»t3 of the English generals, from ihe 
ttwenty-second of August until the eighth of Sep- 
tember, when, being nearly surrounded by an amy 
lof thirty thousand men, he Was forced to surrend^. 
The Irish by whom he had been joined, being ex- 
•eluded from quarter, fled in all cmections, and ifoere 
.pursued with great severity. Killala was reduced in 
iibout a fortB^lfat after ; but the am^, on enterii^ it, 
-committed' seiend gross outrages, murdering not 
only the innngea^ l»it sevml uo&ttunate log^dists 
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who hastened to greet them as deliverers. This \<nEui- 
ton crueky was the more unjustifiable, as, during 
the brief contest, not a drop of Hood had been shed 
by the Connaught insurgents, except in the field of 
Ixittle. The trials by courts-martial followed the 
success of the Royalists as a matter of course. The 
fete of the victims drew tears even from their politic 
oal opponents, for most of those selected fer punish- 
ment had been conspicuous for their humanity and 
genelosity. 

A second attempt, equally absurd and unaccount- 
able, was made by the French in the following 
month. A small squadron, sent from Brest, was 
discovered off the coast of Ulster by Admiral War^ 
ren, and forced to engage at a great disadvantc^. 
The Hoche of eighty guns, and six frigates, were 
OBptured; and thus ended the projects of the French 
'Directory for the liberation or conquest of Ireland. 
- On board the Hoche, when ti^en, was Theo- 
bald W<^e Tone, who had rendered himself very 
eonspicuous by the abilities and talents with whidi 
he supported the cause of the United Irishmen. It 
was at first believed that he had &llen in the action 
^-^-^ delusion which the British naval officers, with 
their usual generosity to a fidlen foe, laboured to 
encourage. The task of discovering him, however, 
was undertaken by Sir George Hill, a leader of the 
-Orange party, who had been his Mow-student. 
'The French officers, among whom Mr Tone had 
'hitherto passed imdistingui^ed, were invited to break- 
&8t l^ the Earl of Cavan. While they were seated 
^at table, HiU entered, followed by some pc^oe-offi- 
ceis* Looking narrowly at the company, he singled 
'<iut hm victim, whom he addressed with a friendly 
-aahitatioQ. Tone was immediately aetsed by the 
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poliee-officersy heavily ironed, and sent to Dublin, 
where he was tried and condenmed by a court* 
martial. As fiuch a proceeding was manifestly con- 
trary to law, Curran and Peter Burrowes, almost the 
only barristers that would venture to show sympadiy 
for a victim under '^ the reign of terror, *' brought 
the case before the Court of King's Bench; but, 
eve thdr interference could produce any decision^ 
news arrived that Tone had committed suicide. 

The British government, in another instance, ^- 
hibited the puenle weakness of its vengeance. They 
caused James Napper Tandy to be arrested at Ham- 
burgh, in violadcm of the laws of neutrality ; but, 
being alarmed at the retaliation menaced by the 
French government, they feared to take his life. He 
was tried at Lifford, condemned, and pardoned oti 
oonditi(Hi of quitting the country. 

The lessons that may be deduced from the fore- 
going pages — the darkest in Iridi history-— need not 
now be traced. The numberless and malignant ca- 
kunmes hei^>ed on all who fiivoured the projects of 
the United Irishmen, even at the time when thek 
designs extended no &rther than a reform in the re- 
presentation,, and a r€|>eal of disqualifying hws^ 
have sunk into general oblivion, and aie now only 
repeated by a few bigots, whpm no experience could 
improve, no instruction enlighten. Hie leaders of 
the original conspiracy sought to dissolve the con- 
s^on ynth England, only because the English go- 
vernment made itself known only as the supporter 
of that oligarchy by ^Jiich ihoir country was mjured 
and insulted. « The uisurgents took up arms, not 
against the siqireme bead of the state, but against 
t^ dominant &ction„ in their local legislature, to 
whidi the supremugt had been dd^[atei Hiepu- 



Digitized by Google 



CIVIL WARS OF IRELAND* 8^7 ' 

rity of their motives, and the rectitude of their in- 
tentionsy soon received a complete justification. The ' 
British minister having permitted the Irish parHa- 
ipent to convict itself of incompetence and intoler- 
aiAe tyranny, compelled it to pass on itself the s»^ 
teuce of condemnation, and assent to its own amii- 
hil^ion. Scarcely had the insuirection ended, wheii 
the question of Union began to be agitated. It was at 
first so decidedly impopidar, that, exhausted as fh^ 
coimtry had been by the late commotions, itsindepend-* 
ence might probably have been maintained by arms, had 
not the miniver, by a wonderfiil mixturecof comtption 
and cunning, effectually broken the strength of the 
a|^siticm. The measure of Union wa» rejected in 
tne session of 1799 by the House of Comrnous ; 
but, by a lavish profusion of bribes, the same hoioe 
WAS induced to adopt it in the next session, by a 
considerable majority. The CathoHes were induced 
to give a species of tacit assent, though certainly^ 
with considerable reluctance, by the promise of ob* 
taining their emancipation. Hopes, utterly incon- 
sistent with such a promise, were presented to the 
nolent Protestants ; money was liberally bestowed on 
ail who could forward the views of government ; and 
at length, after unparalleled scenes of bribery and de- 
ception, the Irish legislating assented to its own de- 
struction, and the Insh nation made no effort to a- 
vert its merited &te. 

The history of the Irish parliament fully vindicates 
the justice and policy of the Union, and furnishes 
the best apology for the disgraceftil means used by 
the Kitisb minister to accompKsh its destruction. 
No excuse, however, can be pleaded for the mon- 
strous folly and the at least seeming perfidy, which^ 
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{(x moxe dien thirty years^ prevented the em^m i 
experiencing the benefits of the measure. Th^|Mir 
triots deserve some share of the blai^e whieh muflt 
rest on those who intercepted blessings and entaOsd 
calamities. Had they, when they found oj^ositioD 
hopeless, endeavoured to make the conditions of 
t^ie treaty more equitable, the minister would pio*- 
Ittbly have listened to their suggestions. He woul^ 
in aU , likelihood, have consented that the limited 
representation of Ireland should be returned by po- 
pfular election, and removed the anomaly of pppur 
lous towns and cities, where the franchise is conr 
fined to a dozen individuals, nominated by some 
great proprietor. But in their hostility to the en- 
tire measure, the patriots resolved not to meddle 
with the details ; and thus the old oligarchy cqor 
trived to retain a portion of the power that they had 
sJready so fearfully abused. By an exquisitely abr 
surd arrangement, the measures for oompletijog the 
Union were carried in detail, and at long interval^. 
Ireland continued to have a s^arate .exchequer, a 
distinct administration, different weights, measures 
and coins ; the commercial intercourse between 4he 
two islands remained subject to fiscal restrictions;, 
in short, the country was treated as a province, and^ 
not as an integrant part of the empire. These un- 
wise anomalies have been removed ; but the ti»oes 
of the distinction they created have not yet disap-. 
peared. The introduction of steam- vessels^ — the 
increased commercial intercourse between the islands 
— and the removal of irritating restrictions — ^have, 
within the last few years, greatly contributed to ce-, 
ment the alliance ; and when English capitalists be- 
^in to avail themselves of the amazing &cilities. 
which the harbours on the south and west of Jre- 
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Imi afford ioT trdde with the Southern and Western 
worMsy it may fiurly be expected that a community, 
ov mther an identity of interest, will arise, and the 
two nations become, in reaUty as well as name, a 
united people. 

Hie breach of feith with the Catholics, by the 
refusal of emancipation, was the most disastrous er- 
tot committed by the British administration. To 
use the words of Fouch#, respecting the murder of 
the Duke d'Enghien, " It was worse than a crime — 
it was a blunder/' The continuance of political agi- 
tlEition for nearly thirty years — the maintenance of 
hostility between those who naturally felt anxious to 
nSaintain their exclusive privileges, and those who 
struggled for equal rights— the conversion of every 
place of public resort into a debating club, where 
the most exasperating language was used by the ora- 
tors on both sides — produced a state of society, 
which must have been witnessed to be understood. 
Even the termination of this system was marked by 
the same folly or &tdity that caused its continuance. 
The boon, after being long delayed, was finally con- 
ceded in a manner so ungracious, that the obligation 
lost all its efficacy. 

With the Union, our brief view of Ireland's his- 
tory terminates. Since that period, with the ex- 
ception of Robert Emmett's insane attempt to raise 
a revolt, which was crushed almost in a moment, 
there has been nothing in Ireland that could proper- 
ly be called a civil war. Agrarian insurrections a- 
gainst local grievances and oppressions still occur, 
which have been hitherto met only by the old reme- 
dy of coercive measures ; but there is every ground 
for a confident hope, that the great engine of power 
•for the redress of evils, accumulated through centu- 
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ries of mknde, will, ere long, be lm>i^t £3rward 
bj a liberal and enlightened administraUon — ^ that 
engine," to use the powerful words of Grattan, 
** which the pride of the bigot, nor the spite of the 
zealot, nor the ambition of the high-priest, nor the 
arsenal of the conqueror, nOr the Inquiation, with 
its jaded rack and pale criminal, never thought of — 
the engine whidi, armed with physical and mond 
blessing, comes forth and overlap mankind by ser- 
viees— the engine of redress," The complete paci- 
fication of Ireland, and the application of its re- 
sources, to ensure the happiness and prosperity of 
its people, must be a work of time ; but the pros- 
pect is bright with promise, and almost consoles us 
for ^e afflictions, calamities, and oppressions, of 
which we have now concluded the painAil retrospect. 
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